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BOOK  THE  FIFTH, 

THIRD  VISIT  TO  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS — CONCLU- 
SION OP  THE  SURVEY  OP  THE  COAST  OP  NORTH- 
WEST  AMERICA. 

i      ,     -      .:  -    '    .. 

CHAPTER   I. 

Leave  the  Coaji  of  New  Albion — Arrive  of  the 
Eq/i  Point  of  Owhyhee — Examine  Whyeatea 
Bay — Vtfited  by  Tamaahmaah — Proceed  to  Ka- 
rakakooa  Bay — Traiifa5lions  there — Departure 
of  the  Dadalus  for  New  South  TVaks.     '    ' 

/^UR  progrefs  from  the  coaft  of  New  Albion, 
^^  ftill  attended  with  light  variable  winds,  was 
fo  flow,  that  at  noon  of  Sunday  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, the  (hores  were  yet  in  fight,  bearing  from 
N.  1 7  E.  to  S.  Og  E. ;  the  former,  being  the 
neareft,  was  diftant  feven  leagues ;  the  obfcrvad 
latitude  was  30°  14',  longitude  243°  57^1'  i 
In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  blew  a  modetatc 
Vol.  V.  B  gale 
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2  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [deC. 

gale  at  W.  N.  W.  which  brought  us  by  day-light 
the  next  morning,  Monday  the  lOth,  within  fight 
of  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe.  This  ifland  is  com- 
pofed  of  high  naked  rocky  mountains ;  is  about 
thirteen  miles  long,  nearly  in  a  north  and  fouth 
direction,  with  two  rocky  iflets ;  one  lying  W. 
S.  W.  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  league  ;  the  other 
lying  fouth,  two  miles  from  its  fouth  point, 
which  is  fituated  in  latitude  28°  54',  longitude 
241°  38'.  The  wind  at  N.  W.  continued  to 
blow  a  pleafant  gale  with  fair  weather  until  mid- 
night; but  at  this  time  it  veered  round,  and 
fettled  in  the  north-eaft  trade  wind.  Our  dif- 
tance  was  now  about  75  leagues  from  the  coaft, 
and  it  is  probable  the  nbrth-weft  winds  do  not 
extend  far  beyond  that  limit,  as  the  wind  that 
fucceeded  continued  without  calms,  or  other  in- 
terruptions, between  the  N.  E.  and  E.  N.  E. 
blowing  a  fteady,  gentle,  and  pleafant  gale. 

On  Sunday  the  22d,  in  latitude  23°  23',  lon- 
gitude 234°  37',  the  variation  of  the  compafs  was 
7°caftwardly;  here  we  had  thirty  hours  calm, 
after  which  we  had  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 
N.  E. ;  this,  as  we  proceeded,  was  attended  firft 
by  cloudy  and  gloomy  weather,  and  afterwards 
with  rain,  and  fudden  gufts  or  flurries  of  wmd. 
On  Wednefday  the  25  th,  a  tropic  bird  was  feen, 
a^d  a  common  gull  that  appeared  to  be  much 
fatigued;  and  inclined  to  alight  on  board. 
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This  very  unpleafant  weather,  fimilar  to  that 
which  we  had  experienced  in  this  neighbourhood 
about  the  conclufion  of  laft  January,  ftill  conti- 
nued ;  and  on  Sunday  the  29th,  in  latitude  19*^  1', 
longitude  231°  5 8^  the  wind,  after  veering  to 
the  S.  E.  became  light,  and,  like  the  weather, 
was  very  unfcttlcd.  We  were  now  paflTing  the 
fpot  affigned  to  los  Majos  ifles,  at  the  dillance  df 
a  few  miles  onlv  to  the  fouthward  of  our  former 
track ;  but  we  perceived  no  one  circumftahce 
that  indicated  the  vicinity  of  land.     -'   -•         ■ 

On  Tuefday  the  3lft,  the  wind  feemed  to  be 
fixed  in  the  northern  quarter,  but  the  atmofphere 
was  ftill  very  unpleafaut,  and  the  gloomy  wea- 
ther was  now  accompanied  by  much  rain.     Oti 
Friday  the  3d  of  January,  1794,  in  latitude  18° 
3  i',  longitude  213"  32',  a  very  heavy  fwell  rolled 
from  the  N.  W.  and  the  wind  in  that  dirediion 
was  light,  with  alternate  calms,  attended  by  fogg^' 
or  dark  hazy  weather,   until  Monday  the  Qthf 
when,  in  latitude  H/  19',  longitude  208'' 48',  we 
had  a  few  hours  of  fair  and  pleafant  weather; 
this  was  again  fucceeded  by  the  fame  gloomy  at- 
mofphere  that  we  had  experienced  during  th<t 
greater  part  of  this  palTage,  and  the  wind  conti-i 
nued  to  be  very  variable  between  the  N.  W.  aiho 
S.  S.  W.     In  the  afternoon  of  the  folloWifrg  ddy, 
Tuefday  the  7th,  the  weather  was  more  fa:vdr- 
able,  and  the  wind  from  the  northward  fettled  itt 
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4  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [jAX. 

the  N.  E. ;  to  this  wc  fprcad  all  our  canvafs  In 
th€  expectation  of  feeing  the  ifland  of  Owhyhee 
at  day-light  the  next  morning.  The  wind  how- 
ever Haokened  during  the  night,  and  the  weather 
being  dark  and  gloomy,  it  was  not  until  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Wednefday  the 
8th,  that  Mowna-kaah  was  difcovered  flicwing 
his  ho€iry  head  above  the  clouds,  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  W.  i  S. ;  but  the  haze  and  mift  with  which 
the  diflrifft  of  Aheedo  was  inveloped,  prevented 
our  difcerning  the  fliorcs.  The  obferved  latitude 
at  noor,i  was  19^52^;  at  this  time  the  eaft  end 
of  Owhyhee  bore  by  compafs  S.  52  W.  at  the 
diftanceof  ten  leagues,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
Arnold's  chronometer.  No.  14,  had  erred  in  lon- 
gitude fmce  our  departure  from  the  coaft  of  New 
Albion,  27';  his  No.  170,  21^;  Kendall's,  52'; 
and  the  dead  reckoning,  S''  40^ ;  all  being  to  the 
^aftward  of  the  truth.  This  error  has  however 
been  corrcded,  in  affigning  the  feveral  fituations 
during  this  paflagc.  -.  niv. 

.  We  flood  for  the  land  until  fun-fet,  when, 
being  within  two  leagues  of  the  fliorc,  we  em- 
ployed the  night  in  preferving  our  ftation  otFthat 
part  of  the  coaft,  where  we  expeded  to  find  the 
harbour  or  hi\y  of  Whycatea ;  in  queft  of  which 
1 4ifpatched  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cutter  the  next 
niorning,  Thurfday  the  gth,  attended  by  a  boat 
frpm  the  Chatham,  and  another  from  the  Dae- 
•j,\j  dolus, 
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dalus,  all  well  armed.  The  appearance  of  the 
fliores  did  not  fecm  much  in  favor  of  our  finding 
a  more  eligible  fituation  here  than  at  Karakakooa, 
for  accomplifhing  our  feveral  purpofcs ;  notwith- 
flanding  the  reprefentation  that  had  been  mad^ 
to  us  of  its  being  very  commodious. 

The  boats  had  fcarcely  departed,  when  fomc 
of  the  natives  came  off  in  their  canoes,  but  ow- 
ing to  a  very  heavy  fwcll  from  the  northward, 
they  could  bring  us  but  few  refrefliments.  As  foon 
as  they  underftood  v»ho  we  were,  they  told  us 
that  Tamaahmaahy  with  feveral  of  the  principal 
chiefs,  were  then  on  fliore  waiting  in  expedation. 
of  our  arrival ;  and  then  immediately  made  the 
beft  of  their  way  towards  the  Ihore,  proclaiming 
our  return  to  their  country  with  fliouts,  appc^* 
rently  of  great  joy  and  gladnefs.  ' 

About  ten  in  the  forenoon  we  were  honored 
with  the  prcfcnce  of  the  king,  with  his  ufual  con- 
fidence and  cheerful  dlfpofition.  It  was  impof- 
fible  to  miftake  the  happinefs  he  exprefled  en 
feeing  us  again,  which  feemed  to  be  greatly  in- 
creafcd  by  his  meeting  us  at  this,  his  moft  favorite 
part  of  the  illand ;  w  here  he  hoped  we  fhould 
be  able  to  remain  fome  time,  to  take  the  benefits 
arifmg  from  its  fertility ;  which,  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  neighbouring  fhorcs,  feemed  to 
promife  an  abundant  fupply  of  the  various  re- 
frefliments thefe  countries  are  known  to  produce. 
.......  B  3  Tamaalmaah 
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§  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [jAN. 

Tamaahmaah  had  noticed  the  boats  in  their 
way  to  the  Ihore,  and  trufted  they  would  return 
with  a  favorable  report ;  which  he,  as  well  as 
ourfelves,  anxioufly  waited  for  until  five  in  the 
evening.  Mr.  Whidbey  now  informed  me,  that 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  foutherly  winds,  in 
the  more  advanced  part  of  the  fpring  fealbn, 
Whyeatea  might  probably  be  found  a  tolerably 
fecure  and  convenient  place,  as  the  land  formed 
a  deep  bay,  which  was  additionally  iheltered  by 
a  reef  lying  off  its  fcuth-caft  point,  with  found- 
ings from  twenty-five  to  fix  fathoms,  clear  fandy 
bottom ;  at  leafl  as  far  as  his  examination  had 
extended.  This  had  not  been  very  minute,  as 
the  bay  was  intirely  expofed  to  the  northerly 
winds,  which  then  blew  very  ftrong ;  and  being 
attended  with  a  heavy  fea  from  that  quarter,  ren- 
dered any  attempt  to  land  from  our  boats  im- 
pradicable.  On  this  report  I  determined  to 
proceed  to  Karakakooa,  as  tliat  bay  was  indifpu- 
tably  at  this  time  the  mofl  fecure  and  convenient 
port  for  fliipping  of  any  in  the  Sandwich  iflands. 

My  intention  was  dircdly  made  known  to 
Tamaahmaah,  and  I  requcllcd  that  he  would  give 
us  the  pleafure  of  his  company  thither ;  well 
knowing  that  his  influence  over  the  inferior  chiefs 
and  the  people  would  be  attended  with  the  moft 
defirable  confequences,  in  preferving  the  harmony 
apd  good  undcrftanding  that  already  fo  happily 
•■    ^j  ' ..-.    JV  -I  cxifted. 
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exifted.  He  did  not,  ho\ypver,  fcem  much  in- 
clined to  accept  my  invitatioii,  or  to  give  mc  a 
pofitive  anfwer ;  but  requefted,  that  the  veffels 
might  remain  fome  days  in  this  neighbourhood, 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  ample  fupply  of  refrefli- 
ments  that  might  be  procured  here,  before  we 
proceeded  to  any  other  part  of  the  idand ;  add- 
ing, that  he  would  remain  with  us  to  fee  this 
buiinefs  properly  performed. 

I  was  by  no  means  difpofed  to  accede  to  the 
wiflies  of  the  king,  nor  was  I  fatisfied  with  the 
arrangement  he  had  propofed. 

The  veffels  having  been  driven  far  to  leeward 
on  the  morning  of  Friday  the  loth,  and  the  wind 
then  blowing  ftrong  from  the  northward,  at- 
tended with  a  very  heavy  fea,  I  pointed  out  and 
explained  to  Tamaahmaah  the  great  improbability 
of  our  being  able  to  comply  with  his  defires,  and 
the  neceflity  of  our  proceeding  without  delay  to 
fome  place  of  fecure  anchorage,  for  the  purpofe 
of  refitting ;  renewing  at  the  fame  time,  and  ii^ 
the  Itrongeft  terms,  my  folicitations  for  his  com- 
pany. I  did  not  fail  to  enforce  how  important 
his  prefence  would  ncceffarily  be,  not  only  to  us 
for  whom  he  had  repeatedly  expreffed  the  greateft 
refpe<^  and  friendfhip,  but  alfo  to  the  welfare  of 
his  own  fubjeds,  He  readily  acknowledged  the 
propriety  of  my  obfervations,  and  how  much  he 
was  inclined  to  adopt  the  meafure  I  had  propofed; 
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but  he  now  avowed  that  he  could  not  accompany 
us,  as  the  taboo  appertaining  to  the  feftival  of  the 
new  year  demanded  his  continuance  for  a  certain 
period,  within  the  limits  of  the  diftri<5l  in  which 
thefe  ceremonies  had  commenced.  The  time  of 
interdidion  was  not  yet  expired,  and  it  was  not 
poffible  he  could  abfent  himfelf  without  the  par- 
ticular fandlion  of  the  priefts.  To  obtain  this 
indulgence,  he  confidered  his  prefence  to  be  in- 
difpenfibly  neceflary  on  fhore  at  the  morai.  Av.'are 
of  the  fuperior  influence  poiTelTed  by  the  prieft- 
hood,  and  of  the  ftrid  adherence  of  all  ranks  to 
their  fuperftitions,  I  fufpeded  that  if  Tamaah- 
maali  went  on  Ihore  they  would  not  allow  him 
to  return :  for  this  reafon  I  recommended,  that 
one  of  the  chiefs  in  his  fuite  fhould  repair  thither, 
and  make  known  the  king's  plcafure.  But  as 
this  propofal  did  not  feem  to  meet  his  ideas,  or 
to  be  confonant  to  his  wilhes,  I  rcfolved  not  to 
detain  him  contrary  to  his  own  free  will  and  in- 
clination, or  by  any  other  means  than  thofe  of 
perfuafion.  Yet  as  I  confidered  his  attendance 
to  be  an  objed  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
readily  relinquifhed,  I  had  recourfe  to  a  fort  of 
artifice,  that  I  had  reafon  to  believe  would  an- 
fwer  my  purpofe  by  its  operation  on  his  feel- 
ings. I  defifted  from  all  importunities,  and  .ittri- 
buted  his  declining  my  invitation  to  a  coolncfs 
and  a  relaxation  in  the  friendlhip  he  had  for- 
merly 
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mcrly  lliewn  and  pretended  to  entertain ;  and  I 
ftatcd,  that  I  had  no  doubt  of  foon  finding  amongft 
the  other  iilands  fome  chief,  whofc  affiftance, 
protedion,  and  authority,  would  on  all  occafions 
be  readily  afforded. 

Tamaahmaah  had  always  been  accuftomed  to 
attend  our  meals,  and  breakfafl  in  particular  he 
was  extremely  fond  of  partaking  v\  ith  us ;  but 
under  the  reproach  he  had  juft  received,  of  a 
want  of  friendftiip,  no  folicitation  could  prevail 
on  him  to  accept  of  any  thing  at  table  ;  he  fat 
in  a  filent  thoughtful  mood,  his  fcnfibility  was 
probed  to  the  quick,  and  his  generous  heart, 
which  continued  to  entertain  the  warmeft  friend - 
Ihip  and  regard,  not  only  for  me  but  for  every 
one  in  our  little  community,  yielded  to  oi.r 
willies ;  though  at  the  rifk  of  incurring  the  dif^ 
pleafure  of  the  priefts  by  an  unprecedented  breach 
of  their  religious  rites.  At  length  he  determined 
that  his  half  brother  Cryjnamahco  ihould  be  fent 
to  the  pricfts,  to  communicate  his  intentions  of 
accompanying  us.  On  my  faying  that  this  rcr- 
folution  made  me  very  happy,  and  met  my  hearty- 
concurrence,  he  replied,  that  I  had  treated  him 
unkindly  in  fufpeding  that  his  friendihip  \\as 
abated,  for  that  it  remained  unfliaken,  as  his  fu- 
ture conduft  would  demonflrate  ;  but  that  he 
confidered  himfelf  to  be  the  lafl:  pcrfon  in  his 
dominions  who  ought  to  violate  the  cftabliftied 
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laws,  and  the  regulations  of  the  country  which 
he  governed. 

Our  little  difference  being  thus  amicably  ad- 
jufted,  he  ate  a  hearty  breakfaft;  and  having 
given  his  brother  the  neceffary  inflrudions  for 
governing  this  part  of  the  iiland  during  his  ab- 
fence,  in  which  bufinefs  they  were  occupied  an 
hour,  Crymamahoo  was  difmifled,  and  direded  to 
return  with  all  convenient  fpeed  to  communicate 
the  anfwer  of  the  priefts. 

Thoroughly  convinced  of  the  purity  of  Ta- 
maahmaalis  friendly  intentions,  I  had  receded 
from  my  former  determination  with  refped  to 
him,  or  any  other  of  the  chiefs,  fleeping  on  board 
the  Ihip.  Our  party  now  confifted  of  feven  chiefs, 
three  of  whom  were  accompanied  by  their  fa- 
vorite females ;  but  Tafiow-man-noo,  the  king's 
confort,  was  not  of  the  number.  As  flie  had 
never  failed  in  her  attendance  on  him,  the  caufc 
of  her  abfence  became  a  fubjed  of  inquiry,  and 
I  had  the  mortification  of  underftanding  that  a 
feparation  had  taken  place,  in  confequence  of  its 
having  been  reported  that  too  great  an  intimacy 
had  fubfifted  between  her  and  T'mmia. 

I  underftood  from  the  king's  attendants,  that 
the  infidelity  of  the  queen  was  by  no  means  cer- 
tain ;  and  as  I  well  knew  the  reciprocal  affedion 
of  this  royal  pair,  and  as  Ihe  was  then  refiding 
with  her  father  at,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of, 
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Karakakooa,  I  thought  it  a  charitable  office  to 
make  a  tender  of  my  endeavours  for  the  purpofe 
of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation.  In  reply  to 
this  obtrufion  of  my  fervices,  Tamaahniaah  ex- 
preflcd  his  thanks;  and  afTured  me,  that  he 
iliould  be  always  happy  to  receive  any  advice  on 
ftatc  affairs,  or  any  public  matters,  efpecially 
where  peace  or  war  might  be  concerned  ;  but 
that  fuch  differences  as  might  occur  in,  or  re- 
fped:,  his  domcftic  happinefs,  he  confidered  to  be 
totally  out  of  my  province.  This  rebuff  I  filently 
fuftained ;  cherifliing  the  hope  that  the  period 
would  arrive  when  I  Ihould  be  able  to  prevail  on 
him  to  entertain  a  different  opinion. 

The  wind  from  the  northward,  attended  with 
a  very  heavy  fea,  reduced  us  to  our  clofe-reefed 
topfails,  and  as  we  flood  in  (hore  in  the  afternoon 
a  very  ftrong  current  evidently  preffcd  us  to  lee- 
ward. The  appearance  of  the  weather  indicating 
no  favorable  or  early  change,  there  was  little  pro- 
bability of  our  foon  feeing  Crymamahoo,  or  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Ahecdoo ;  this  induced  the 
king  to  cal'  his  whole  retinue  together,  both  male 
and  female,  in  order  to  take  their  advice  as  to 
his  proceeding,  without  firfh  receiving  the  reli- 
gious affent  he  had  difpatched  Crymamahoo  to 
obtain.  The  rcfult  of  their  deliberations  was,  a 
unanimous  opinion  that  the  pricfls  would,  on  a 

certainty. 
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certainty,  accede  to  his  wifiies.  This  had  been 
undoubtedly  the  previous  fcntiment  of  the  king, 
or  he  w^ould  not  have  intruded  his  brother,  in 
the  manner  he  had  done,  how  to  condudl  him- 
fclf  during  his  abfence. 

Although  I  earneftly  wiflied  to  avoid  being  the 
caufe  of  endangering  his  popularity,  yet  I  was  fo 
anxioufly  defirous  of  his  company,  that  I  did  not 
hefitate  a  moment  in  giving  my  hearty  concur- 
rence to  this  determination,  in  order  that  we 
might  make  the  bell  of  our  way  to  Karakakooa. 

Our  courle  was  now  directed  round  the  call 
point  of  the  ifland,  along  its  fouth-eaft  fide  ;  we 
made  a  tolerably  good  progrefs ;  and  as  we  paiTed 
the  diftri(ft  of  Opoona,  on  the  morning  of  Satur- 
day the  1  ith,  the  weather  being  very  clear  and 
pleafant,  we  had  a  moft  excellent  view  of  Mowna 
Roa's   fnowy  fummit,  and   the  range  of  lower 
hills  that  extend  towards  the  eaft  end  of  Ov.hy- 
hee.     From  the  tops  of  thcfc,  about  the  middle 
of  the  defcendlng  ridge,  fcvcral  columns  of  fmoke 
were  ftcn  to  afcend,  which  Tamaahmaah  and  the 
reft  of  our  friends  faid  were  occafioncd  by  the 
fubtcrraneous  fires  that  frequently  broke  out  in 
violent  eruptions,  caufmg  amongft  the  natives 
fuch  a  multiplicity  of  fupcrftitious  notions  as  to 
give  rife  to  a  religious  order  of  pcrfons,  who  per- 
form volcanic  rites;  confifting  of  various  facri- 
■  ficcs 
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fices  of  the  different  produdions  of  the  country, 
for  the  purpofe  of  appealing  the  wrath  of  the  en- 
raged demon.  ^ 

On  approaching  the  Ihores  of  the  dlflrid  of 
Kaoo,  we  were  met  by  fevcral  of  the  inhabitants 
bringing  in  their  canoes  fome  refreflimcnts  and 
other  produdions  of  the   country.     Thofe  who 
firft  approached  us  fccmed  to  be  much  furprized, 
and  many  of  them   were  not  a  little  alarmed  at 
iceing  their  king  on  board  ;  inquiring  with  great 
carnednefs,  whether  his  being  there,  and  having 
broken  the  tahoo,  was  by  his  own  choice,  or  by 
compulfion.     On  being   affured  by  all  prefent 
that  2\imaahinaah  and  the  reft  of  the  chiefs  were 
under  no  rcftraint  whatever,  but  were  accompa- 
nying us  by  their  own  free  will,   they  became 
perfectly  flitisfied  ;  and  appeared  to  be  equally  fo 
on  underftanding,  that  it  was  the  king's  pleafure, 
that  the  hogs  and  vegetables  they  had  brought 
olFlhould  be  delivered  on  board,  without  their 
receiving  any  equivalent  in   return ;  nor  could 
we,  without  giving  Tnmaahmaah  fcrious  offence, 
have  infringed  this  order,   which  feemed  to  be 
very  cheerfully  complied  with  on  the  part  of  his 
fubjeds ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon,  the 
velfels  procured  a  fufficient  fupply  for  their  pre- 
fent confumption.    Whether  the  king  accounted 
with  thefe  people  afterwards  for  the  value  of  their 
property  thus  difpofcd  of,   or  not,  I  could  not 
'-^  riffhtlv 
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rightly  underftand  ;  but  trom  the  great  good  hu- 
mour with  which  they  complied  with  the  royal 
order,  and  from  fome  convcrfation  with  one  of 
the  king's  attendants,  refpeding  the  value  of  the 
refrefliments  fo  delivered,  I  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  a  compenfation  would  be  allowed  to  them. 

Shortly  after  noon  we  were  oppofite  the  fouth 
point  of  the  ifland ;  and,  as  a  report  had  been 
circulated  that  clofc  round,  on  its  weftern  fide, 
good  anchorage  and  excellent  Ihelter  had  been 
found,  (though  it  had  cfcapcd  the  notice  of  Cap- 
tain Cook)  Mr.  Whidbey  was  difpatched  in  the 
cutter,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  truth  of  this  af- 
fcrtion,  which  was  foon  proved  to  be  void  of 
foundation  ;  for  although  a  (Irong  wcfterly  gale 
prevented  Mr.  Whidbey  from  making  a  very  mi- 
nute examination,  yet  he  clearly  difcovered  that 
the  fhores  were  nearly  ftraight,  and  expofed  to  a 
moll  tremendous  furf,  that  broke  with  fuch  fury 
as  to  render  landing,  if  not  impoffible,  highly 
dangerous,  even  to  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  who 
are  naoft  expert  in  the  management  of  their  ca- 
noes. 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  very  ftrong  be- 
tween W.  and  N.  W.  until  the  morning  of  Sun- 
day the  12th ;  when  it  became  variable,  and  al- 
lowed us  to  make  but  a  very  flow  progrefs  towards 
Karakakooa.  Tamaahmaah  being  very  anxious 
that  we  fliould  gain  the  place  of  our  dcftination, 

went 


. 


1794.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  15 

went  on  fliore  for  the  purpofe  of  placing  lights 
to  condudl  us  in  the  evening  to  our  former  an- 
chorage ;  where,  about  ten  the  following  night, 
we  anchored  near  an  American  brig,  named  the 
Lady  Wailiington,  commanded  by  Mr.  John 
Kcndrick. 

As  we  worked  into  the  bay  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants were  afl'embled  on  the  ftiores,  who  an- 
nounced their  congratulations  by  Ihouts  of  joy, 
as,  on  our  different  tacks,  we  approached  the 
ihores  of  the  neighbouring  villages.  At  this  late 
hour  many  of  our  former  friends,  particularly  of 
the  fair  fex,  loft  no  time  in  teftifying  the  fince- 
rity  of  the  public  fentiment  in  our  favour.  Young 
and  Davis  we  had  likewife  the  pleafurc  of  find- 
ing in  the  cxercife  of  thofe  judicious  principles 
they  had  fo  wifely  adopted,  and  which  by  their 
example  and  advice  had  fo  uniformly  been  car- 
ried into  effed:.  The  great  propriety  with  which 
they  had  conducted  thcmfclves,  had  tended  in  a 
high  degree  to  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  thcfe 
people,  to  the  gratification  of  their  own  feelings, 
and  to  a  pre-eminence  in  the  good  opinion  of  the 
king,  that  had  intitled  them  to  his  warmeft  af- 
feftions.  The  fame  fort  of  eftcem  and  regard, 
we  underftood,  was  fliewn  to  them,  if  not  by  all, 
at  leaft  by  the  well-difpofed  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland. 

The  Difcovery  was  fccured  nearly  in  her  former 
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ftation  on  the  following  morning ;  and  the  Chat- 
ham and  Daedalus  were  difpofcd  of  in  the  moft 
convenient  manner  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  rcfpccflive  fcrviccs  that  each  had  to  perform. 
Mr.  Kendrick  had  been  here  about  fix  weeks, 
and  it  was  with  infixiite  plcafure  we  underftood 
tliat  during  that  time  he  had  not  only  been  libe- 
rally fupplied  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland 
with  its  fcveral  produdions,  but  that  the  fame 
orderly  and  civil  behaviour  had  been  obfcrved 
towards  him  which  wc  had  experienced  on  our 
former  vifit ;  and  which  we  had  every  reafon  to 
cxpcd:  would  be  continued,  from  the  aflurances 
wc  received  from  the  chiefs,  and  from  the  accla- 
mations of  the  people,  w  hich  had  refounded  from 
all  quarters  on  our  arrival. 

Tamaahmaah  underftandlng  that  it  would  be 
ncccfTary  that  we  lliould  land  parts  of  the  cargoes 
of  all  the  veffcls,  appointed  proper  places  for  their 
reception ;  and  know ing  we  had  no  more  men 
than  we  could  conftantly  employ  for  the  fpeedy 
accomplifhment  of  this  bufinefs,  he  undertook 
to  be  anfwerable  for  the  fafcty  and  fecurity  of 
every  thing  wc  might  have  occaiion  to  put  on 
fliore,  without  our  having  any  guard  there  for 
its  protedion.  He  alfo  gave  orders  that  his 
people  fhould  fill  our  water  cafks ;  and  as  he 
confidered  that  bartering  with  the  feveral  chiefs, 
and  other  individuals,  for  the  valuable  refrefti- 
■  ments 
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ments  c{  the  country,  would  not  only  be  trouble- 
fbme  and  unpleafant,  but  might  give  rife  to  dif- 
putes  and  mifunderftandings  between  the  parties; 
he  defired  we  would  daily,  Or  as  often  as  ihould 
fuit  our  convenience)  make  our  demands  known 
to  him,  and  he  would  take  care  that  the  three 
vcflcls  were  duly  fupplied  with  every  neceflary 
refrelhment. 

This  confiderate  and  Very  friendly  arrangement 
I  was  happy  to  concur  in,  and  at  day-light  on 
Wcdnefday  morning  the  1 5th,  three  large  canoes, 
laden  with  forty  very  fine  hogs,  and  thirty  fmall 
ones,  with  a  proportionate  quantity  of  vegetables, 
were,  by  the  diredions  of  the  king,  diftributed 
amongft  our  three  vciTcls. 

On  this  occafion  it  was  impoflible  to  avoid 
making  a  compariibn  between  our  reception  and 
treatment  here,  by  thefc  untaught  children  of 
nature,  and  the  ceremonious  conditional  offers 
of  accommodation  we  experienced  at  St.  Fran- 
cifco  and  Monterrey,  from  the  educated  civilized 
governor  of  New  Albion  and  California. 

After  the  large  canoes  had  delivered  their  ac- 
ceptable cargoes,  they  received  and  took  to  the 
ihore  the  live  cattle,  which  I  had  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful  in  bringing  from  New  Albion  than  on  the 
former  occafion.  Thcfe  confided  of  a  young 
bull  nearly  full  grown,  two  fine  cows,  and  two 
very  fine  bull  calves,  all  in  high  condition ;  as 
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likcwife  five  rams,  and  five  cwc  (hccp.  Two  of 
each  of  thefe,  with  moft  of  the  black  cattle,  were 
given  to  the  king ;  and  as  thofe  I  had  brought 
laft  year  had  thrived  exceedingly  well ;  the  flicep 
having  bred,  and  one  of  the  cows  having  brought 
forth  a  cow  calf;  I  had  little  doubt,  by  this  fe- 
cond  importation,  of  having  at  length  cffcded 
the  very  defirable  object  of  eftablifl'king  in  this 
ifland  a  breed  of  thofe  valuable  animab. 

I  learned  from  Tamaalimaah  that  he  had  iiTued 
the  flrideft  orders  fo  to  regulate  the  conduft  and 
behaviour  of  his  people  towards  us,  as  he  trufted 
would  be  the  means  of  infuring  a  continuance  of 
the  harmony  that  had  fo  happily  fubfifted  on  our 
former  vifits  to  his  dominions;  and  he  added, 
that  he  had  many  enemies,  even  amongft  the 
chiefs  of  Owhyhee,  Avho  were  not  unlikely  to  ufe 
their  endeavours  for  the  purpofe  of  fruftrating  his 
good  intentions,  and  that  it  was  very  important 
that  the  defigns  of  fuch  ill-difpofed  perfons  (hould 
be  watchfully  jruarded  acrainft.  I  thanked  Ta- 
Viaahutuih  for  his  vigilant  attention  to  prefcrve 
our  trancjuillity  and  comfort,  and  informed  him, 
that  I  had  alfo  i/lued  orders  and  directions  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  given  on  my  former  vifit.  Thefe 
having  the  fame  tendency,  and  operating  to  the 
fame  end,  with  thofe  enjoined  by  himfelf,  would, 
I  hoped,  be  cffed:ual  in  atfording  us  the  recrea- 
tion and   enjoyment  of  the  country,  and  in  fe- 
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curing  to  us  a  continuation  of  the  then  fubfiftlng 
friendly  intcfcourfc.  '  •  "     '■•      ''   '    '  '"  • 

Thcfe  neceffary  precautions  being  taken  on 
both  fides,  we  immediately  began  upon  the  va- 
rious fervices  that  demanded  our  attention.  Thofe 
«ippcrtaining  to  the  reception  of  the  provifion^ 
and  (lores  from  the  Dasdalus,  were  the  primary 
objects  of  our  confideration  ;  and  by  the  orderly 
and  docile  behaviour  of  all  claflcs  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, this  bufmefs  was  carried  into  execution 
with  a  degree  of  facility  and  confidence  in  our 
perfc(^l  fecurity,  equal  to  the  accommodation  that 
could  poflTibly  have  been  obtained  in  any  port  of 
Europe. 

There  were  not  at  this  time  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal chiefs  in  our  neighbourhood.  Our  former 
friend  Kahoirmotoo  paid  us  an  early  vifit,  with  a 
prcfent  of  twenty  large  hogs,  and  a  proportionable 
quantity  of  vegetables*.  He  was  not,  howevef, 
in  his  ufually  cheerful  good  fpirits,  but  was  much 
depreflcd,  in  confequence  of  a  violent  indifpoii- 
tion  under  which  his  favourite  fon  IVhokaa  la- 
boured from  a  wound  he  had  received  in  the  ex- 
ercifc  of  throwing  the  fpear  with  a  man  of  meari 
rank.  After  a  long  contention  for  fuperiority, 
their  play,  it  fcemed,  terminated  in  earneft,  and 
the  young  chief  received  his  adverfary's  fpear, 
which  was  barbed,  in  the  throat.  Much  diffi- 
culty had  attended   its  being  taken  out,  which 
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had  occafioncd  a  wound  that  had  baffled  all  their 
art  to  cure,  and  had  reduced  him  to  the  laft  ftagc 
of  his  cxiflcnce.  His  antagonift  was  foon  feized, 
and  the  next  day  his  eyes  were  pulled  out,  and, 
after  remaining  in  that  deplorable  ftate  two  days, 
he  was  executed,  by  being  ftrangled  with  a  rope. 

As  fome  of  the  gentlemen  intended  to  accom- 
pany Mr.  Mcnzies  on  an  excurfion  into  the  inte- 
rior part  of  the  country,  they  w  ere,  agreeably  to 
our  plan  of  regulations,  on  Thurfday  the  lOth, 
attended  by  a  chief  of  the  village  of  Kakooa  with 
icveral  of  the  king's  people,  who  had  diredlions 
to  fupply  all  their  wants,  and  to  afford  them 
every  affiftance  and  fervice  that  they  might  re- 
quire.    , 

The  harmony  that  had  attended  the  execution 
of  all  our  employments  had  fo  facilitated  the 
equipment  of  the  vefleis,  that,  by  the  following 
Tuefday,  the  21  ft,  the  bufmefs  in  the  Difcovcry's 
hold  was  in  that  ftate  of  forwardnefs  as  to  permit 
our  attending  to  other  objcds.  The  aftronomical 
department  claimed  my  firft  thoughts ;  and  being 
of  fuch  material  importance,  I  was  anxious  to 
loCt  no  time  in  fending  the  tents,  obfervatory, 
and  inftruments  on  Ihorc,  now  that  a  party  could 
be  afforded  for  their  protcdlon.  On  this  occa- 
fion  I  wasfurprized  to  find  the  king  make  fome 
obje<5lions  to  their  being  ereded  in  their  former 
fituation,  near  the  morai,  giving  us  as  a  reafon,  that 
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he  could  not  fanction  our  inhabiting  the  tabooed 
lands,  without  prcvioufly  obtaining  the  permiflion 
of  an  old  woman,  who,  we  undcrftand,  was  the 
daughter  of  the  venerable  Kaoo,  and  wife  to  the 
treacherous  Koah*  Being  totally  unacquainted 
before  that  the  women  ever  poflcffcd  the  lead 
authority  over  their  confecratcd  places,  or  reli- 
gious ceremonies,  this  circumftance  much  fur- 
prized  me,  efpccially  as  the  king  feemed  to  be 
appreiicnfive  of  receiving  a  refufal  from  this  old 
lady ;  and  which,  after  waiting  on  iliorc  for  fomc 
time,  proved  to  be  the  cafe.  Tamaahmaah  ob- 
ferving  my  difappointmcnt,  intreatcd  me  to  fix 
upon  fome  other  part  of  the  bay  ;  but  as  it  was 
cafily  made  obvious  to  his  underftanding  that  no 
other  (pot  would  be  equally  convenient,  he  inftant- 
ly  aflembled  fomc  of  the  principal  priefts  in  the 
morai,  and  after  having  a  ferious  conference  with 
them,  he  acquainted  me,  that  we  were  at  liberty 
to  occupy  the  confecratcd  ground  as  formerly, 
w  hich  we  accordingly  took  poffcflion  of  the  next 
morning,  Wednefday  the  22d. 

Mr.  Whidbey,  who  had  charge  of  the  encamp* 
ment,  attended  it  on  fhorc  under  a  guard  of  iix 
marines  ;  thefe  were  fent,  however,  more  for  the 
fake  of  form  than  for  neceflity ;  as  Tamaahmaah 
had  appointed  one  of  his  half  brothers  Trywhookce, 
*  Vide  Captain  King's  account  of  Cook's  death. 

C  3  a  chief 
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a  chief  of  fome  confequence,  together  with  fe^ 
veral  of  the  priefts,  to  proted,  and  render  the 
p^rty  on  (hore  every  fervice  their  fituation  might 
demand.  To  this  fpot,  as  on  our  former  vifit, 
none  were  admitted  but  thofe  of  the  focicty  of 
priefts,  the  principal  chiefs,  and  feme  few  of  their 
inale  attendants;  no  women,  on  any  pretence 
^whatever,  being  ever  admitted  within  the  lacred 
limits  of  the  morai. 

■'  The  unfortunate  fon  of  Kahowmotoo  had  been 
brought  by  his  father  from  one  of  his  principal 
places  of  rcfidence,  about  fix  miles  north  of  the 
bay  where  the  unfortunate  accident  happened, 
to  the  village  of  Kowrowa,  in  order  to  benefit  by 
fuch  medical  or  other  affiftance  as  we  might  be 
able  to  afford,  but  without  effcd ;  for  in  the  af- 
ternoon he  breathed  his  laft. 

The  periodical  tahoo,  that  ought  to  have  com- 
menced the  following  evening,  Thurfday  the 
33d,  was,  on  this  occafion,  fufpended,  to  mani- 
feft  that  they  were  offended  with  their  deity  for 
the  death  of  this  young  chief ;  whofc  lofs  feemed 
to  be  greatly  deplored  by  all  the  family,  but  moll: 
particularly  fo  by  Kahowmotoo  ;  of  whom  I  took 
a  proper  opportunity  of  inquiring  when  the  corpfe 
would  be  interred,  and  if  there  would  be  any  ob- 
jection to  my  attending  the  funeral  folemnities. 
To  this  he  made  anfwer,  that  the  burial  would 
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take  place  the  following  day,  and  that  he  would 
come  on  board  at  any  convenient  hour,  and  ac- 
company me  on  fhore  for  that  purpofe.  :    '  rrT : 

I  remained  perfcdily  fatisfied  with  the  promife 
made  by  Kahowmoioo ;  and  was  the  next  morn- 
ing, Friday  the  24th,  greatly  difappointed  on  his 
informing  me,  that  Kavahcero,  the  chief  of  the 
village  at  which  his  fon  had  died,  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  unknown  to  him  or  any  of 
his  family,  cauled  the  body  of  the  young  chief  to 
be  interred  in  one  of  the  fepulchral  holes  of  the 
ileep  hill,  forming  the  north  fide  of  the  bay.  This 
circumftance  could  not  but  be  received  as  an  ad- 
ditional proof  of  their  averfion  to  our  becoming 
acquainted  with  their  religious  rites,  and  their 
determination  to  prevent  our  attendance  on  any 
of  their  facred  formalities.  .        •    ;    ;    ■* 

The  party  accompanying  Mr.  Menzies  returned 
with  him  on  Saturday  the  25th,  after  having  had 
a  very  pleafant  e::curfion,  tliough  it  had  been, 
romevvhat  fatiguing  in  confequcnce  of  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  paths  in  the  interior  country,  where  in 
many  places  the  ground  broke  in  under  their  feet. 
Their  objed;  had  been  to  gain  the  fummit  of 
Mowna  Ilea,  which  they  had  not  been  able  to 
cffc6l  in  the  dired:ion  they  had  attempted  it ; 
but  they  had  reached  the  top  of  another  moun- 
tain, which  though  not  fo  lofty  as  Mowna- 
rovvna,  or  Mowna-kaah,  is  yet  very  confpicuous, 
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and  is  called  by  the  natives  Worroray.  This 
mountain  rifes  from  the  weftern  extremity  of  the 
ifland,  and  on  its  fummit  was  a  volcanic  crater 
that  readily  accounted  for  the  formation  of  that 
part  of  the  country  over  which  they  had  found 
it  fo  dangerous  to  travel.  The  good  offices  of 
their  Indian  guide  and  fervants  received  a  liberal 
reward,  to  which  they  were  highly  Intitled  by 
their  friendly  and  orderly  behaviour. 

The  whole  of  the  retinue  that  had  attended 
Tamaahmaah  from  Aheedoo,  with  the  addition 
of  fome  new  vifitors,  lived  intirely  on  board  tne 
ihip,  and  felt  themfelves  not  only  perfedly  at 
home,  but  very  advantageoufly  fituated,  in  being 
enabled  to  purchafe  fuch  commodities  of  their 
own  produce  or  manufacture  which  were  brought 
to  us  for  faie,  as  attracted  their  attention,  w  ith 
the  prefents  which  they  received  from  time  to 
time.  Notwithftariding  this  indulgence,  which 
I  thought  could  not  have  failed  to  keep  them 
honed,  fuch  is  their  irrefiftible  propenfity  to 
thieving,  that  five  of  my  table  knives  were  mif- 
fing. The  whole  party  ftoutly  denied  having  any 
knowledge  of  the  theft ;  but  as  it  was  evident 
the  knives  were  {lolcn  by  fome  of  them,  I  or- 
dered them  all,  except  the  king,  inftantly  to  quit 
the  Ihip,  and  gave  pofitive  directions  that  no  one 
of  them  fhould  be  re- admitted.  Befides  this.  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  make  a  point  with  Ta- 

maahmaah 
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maahmaah  that  the  knives  fhould  be  reftored.  He 
faw  the  propriety  of  my  infilling  on  this  demand, 
and  before  noon  three  of  the  knives  were  re- 
turned. 

The  tahooy  which  had  been  poftponed  in  con- 
fcquence  of  Whokads  death,  was  obferved  this 
evening,  though  not  without  holding  out  a  fcn- 
timcnt  of  relentment  to  their  deity  for  having 
fuffercd  him  to  die  ;  for  inftead  of  its  continuing 
the  ufual  time  of  two  nights  and  one  whole  day, 
this  was  only  to  be  in  force  from  fun-fct  to  the 
riiing  of  the  fun  the  following  morning,  Sunday 
the  20th,  which  the  king  having  obferved,  re- 
turned to  us  as  foon  as  the  ceremonies  were 
finilhed. 

Being  very  much  difpleafed  with  the  ungrate- 
ful behaviour  of  his  attendants,  I  demanded  of 
Tamaahmaahy  in  a  ferious  tone,  the  two  knives 
that  had  not  yet  been  reftored.  I  expatiated  on 
the  difgrace  that  attached  to  every  individual  of 
the  whole  party,  and  the  confequcuce  of  the  ex- 
ample to  all  the  fubordinate  claffcs  of  his  people. 
He  appeared  to  be  mueh  chagrined,  and  to  fuftcr 
a  high  degree  of  mortification  at  the  very  un- 
handfome  manner  in  which  I  had  been  treated ; 
this  was  ftill  further  incrcafed,  by  one  of  his  moft 
particular  favorites  having  been  charged,  and  on 
juft  grounds,  as  one  of  the  delinquents. 

About  noon  he  went  on  fhore,  in  a  very  fullen 

humour. 


;  w 


\ 


p 


1^ 
I 


2&  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [^JAKT, 

humour,  and  did  not  return  until  I  had  lent  for 
him  in  the  evening,  which  fummons  he  very  rea- 
dily obeyed ;  and  (bon  another  knite  was  re- 
turned, which  he  declared  was  the  only  one  he 
had  been  able  to  find,  and  that  if  any  more  were 
yet  miffing,  they  muft  have  been  loft  by  fome 
other  means.  The  truth,  as  we  afterwards  un- 
dcrftood,  was,  that  the  knite  had  been  given,  by 
the  purloiner,  to  a  perfon  of  much  conl'equence, 
over  whom  Tamaalunaah  did  not  willi  to  enforce 
his  authority. 

Thcfc  knives  had  not  been  ftolen,  as  might  be 
naturally  imagined,  for  their  value  as  iron  inftru- 
mcnts,  but  for  the  iake  of  their  ivory  handles. 
Thefc  were  intended  to  have  been  converted  into 
certain  neck  ornaments,  that  are  confidercd  as 
iiicrcd  and  invaluable.  The  bones  of  fome  fifli 
are,  with  great  labour,  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  the  colour  and  texture  of  the  ivory  fur- 
pafiing,  in  {o  eminent  a  degree,  the  other  ordi- 
nary material,  the  temptation  was  too  great  to 
be  refiftcd.  . 

Under  the  particular  circumftances,  which  wc 
undcrftood  attended  the  milling  knife,  I  readily 
put  up  with  its  lofs  ;  bccaufe,  in  fo  doing,  I  was 
relieved  of  the  inconvenience  which  a  number  of 
noiiy  and  troublcfuine  vilitors  had  occafioned, 
Thefc,  however,  paid  dearly  for  their  difhonefty, 
in  beinij;  abrid'^zed  of  the  prreat  fource  of 
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■yvhich  they  had  enjoyed  on  board,  and  whicli  hud 
enabled  them  to  procure  many  vahaable  commo- 
dities of  their  own  country,  at  the  expc  -'c  oJL 
afkmg  only  tor  fuch  of  our  European  articics  as 
the  icllcr  demanded.  ■  •  r.-i   ,    ,    s 

Our  bufmcis  in  the  hold  being  finiflied  on 
Monday  the  27th,  the  feamen  were  employed  in 
a  thorough  examination  of  all  the  rigging  ;  and 
although  this  was  the  firll  time,  with  rcfpecl  to 
the  lower  risroiinff,  that  an  examination  had  taken 
place  fmce  the  fliip  was  commiliioncd,  we  had 
the  fatisfa6lion  of  finding  it  in  much  better  con- 
dition  than,  from  the  trials  it  had  endured,  \vc 
could  reafonably  have  expc6l:cd. 

Since  the  death  of  Whokaa,  Kuliozvmoloo  had 
not  paid  the  leaft  attention  to  the  Owhyhcan  tu- 
boos;  but  as  fimilar  interdidlions  were  to  take 
place  on  Tuesday  the  28th,  on  the  iiland  of 
Mowee,  thefc  he  punctually  obfcrved  ;  and  on 
the  following  day  TaviaahnumJi  alfo  was  again 
thus  rcligioufly  engaged ;  but  as  there  were  no 
prayers  on  this  day,  the  people  at  large  fecmed 
to  be  under  Uttle  rellridion. 

On  Thurfday  the  30th,  we  were  favored  with 
the  company  of  Terree-viy-tec,  Cry  mama  J  100  ^  Ti' 
anna,  and  fomc  other  chiefs,  from  the  diftant 
parts  of  the  iiland. 

Their  arrival  had  been  in  confcquencc  of  a 
fummons  from  the  king,   who  hud  called  the 
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grand  council  of  the  Ifland,  on  the  fubjec^  of  its 
cellion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  which  was 
unanimoufly  defired.     This  important  bufincfs, 
however,  for  which  their  attendance  had  been 
demanded,  appeared  to  be  of  fecondary  confidera- 
tion  to  all  of  them  ;  and  the  happinefs  they  ex- 
prcfTed  on  our  return,  together  with  their  cordial 
behaviour,  proved,  beyond  difputc,  that  our  ar- 
rival at  Ow'hyhce  was  the  objedl  moft  conducive 
to  the  pleafure  of  their  journey.     Even  Tianna 
conduc'lcd   hlmfclf  with   an  unufual  degree  of 
good  humour ;  but  as  neither  he,  nor  his  brother 
NomatahaJi,  from  their  turbulent,  treacherous,  ^nd 
ungrateful  difpofitions,  were  favorites   amongfl: 
us,  his  humility,  on  this  occafion,  obtained  him 
only  the  reputation  of  poflcffing  a  very  fuperior 
degree  of  art  and  duplicity.    But  as  the  principal 
objc(£t   I  had   in  view  was  to  prefervc  the  good 
underftanding  that  had  been  eftabl.liicd  between 
us,  and,  if  polVible,  to  fecurc  it  on  a  permanent 
bafis,  for  the  benefit  of  thofc  who  might  fucceed 
us  at  tbefc  IHands,  I  waved  all  rctrofpcdlive  con- 
fidcrations,  and  treated  Tiamia  with  every  mark 
of  attention,  to  which  his  rank,  as  one  of  the  fix 
provincial  chiefs,  Intitlcd  him,  and  with  which, 
on  all  occafions,  lie  appeared  to  be  highly  gra- 
tified. .       . 

•  Thcfc  chiefs  brought  intelligence,  that  a  quan- 
tity of  timber  which  had  been  lent  for  at  my  ro- 
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qucft,  was  on  its  way  hither;  it  had  '    '"n  cut 
down  under  the  diredions  of  an  Englilhmiin, 
whofe  name  was  Boid,  formerly  the  mate  of  the 
floop  Wafliington,  but  who  had  reHnquiHicd  that 
way  of  life,  and  had  entered  into  the  fervicc  of 
Tamaahmaah.     He  appeared  in  the  charadler  of 
a  ihipwright,  and  had  undertaken  to  build,  with 
thefe  materials,  a  veiTcl  for  the  king,  after  the 
European  fafliion  ;  but  not  having  been  regularly 
brought  up  to  this  bufmefs,  both  himfclf  and  his 
comrades.  Young  and  Davis,  were  fearful  of  en- 
countering too  many  difficulties;  efpecially  as 
they  were  all  much  at  a  lofs  in  the  firft  outfct, 
that  of  laying  down  the  keel,  and  properly  fet- 
ting  up  the  frame  ;  but  could  they  be  rightly  af- 
fifted  in  thefc  primary  operations,  Boid  (who  had 
the  appearance  of  being  very  induftrious  and  in- 
genious) feemed  to  entertain  no  doubt  of  accom- 
plifhing  the  reft  of  their  undertaking. 

This  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  conferring 
on  Tamaalimaah  a  favor  that  he  valued  far  beyond 
every  other  obligation  in  my  power  to  bcftow,  by 
permitting  our  carpenters  to  begin  the  vefl'cl ; 
from  whofe  example,  and  the  affiftance  of  thefe 
three  engineers,  he  was  in  hopes  that  his  people 
would  hereafter  be  able  to  build  boats  and  fmall 
vcflcls  for  themfelves. 

An  ambition  fo  truly  laudable,  in  one  to  whofe 
hofpitality  and  friendfhip  we  had  been  1lo  highly 
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nidebt<*d,  and  whofc  good  ofEces  were  dally  ad- 
miniftering  in  feme  way  or  other  to  our  comlbrt, 
it  was  a  grateful  tafli  to  chcrifli  and  promote ;  and 
as  our  carpenters  had  finifhed  the  re-equipment 
of  the  vellcls,  on  Saturday,  the  ifl  of  February, 
they  laid  down  the  keel,  and  began  to  prepare 
the  frame-work  of  his  Owhyhean  Majefty's  firll: 
man  of  war.  The  length  of  its  keel  was  thirty- 
fix  feet,  the  extreme  breadth  of  the  vefTel  nine 
feet  and  a  quarter,  and  the  depth  of  her  hold 
about  five  feet ;  her  name  was  to  be  The  Bri- 
tannia, and  was  intended  as  a  protection  to  the 
royal  perfon  of  Tamaahmaah ;  and  I  believe  few 
circumftances  in  his  life  ever  afforded  him  more 
Iblid  fhtisfodion.  '  ^'        '    -    -  :^*-^'-  '     -'■  • 

ft  was  not  very  likely  that  our  ftay  would  be 
fo  protradcd,  as  to  allow  our  artificers  to  finifli 
the  work  they  had  begun,  nor  did  the  king  fecm 
to  cxped:  I  fhould  defer  my  departure  hence  for 
that  purpofe  ;  but  confided  in  the  affertion  of 
Boid,  that,  with  the  affiftance  we  fhould  afford 
him,  he  would  be  able  to  complete  the  veiTel.    -' 

\vL  the  evening  a  very  ftrid;  taboo  commence  I ;. 
It  was  called  'The  taboo  of  the  Hahcoo,  and  apper- 
tr/ms  to  the  taking  of  two  particular  kinds  offiih; 
one  of  which,  amongft  thefe  iOanders,  bears  that 
name ;  tlicfc  arc  not  lawful  to  be  taken  at  the 
fame  time,  for  during  thefe  months  that  the  one 
is  permitted  to  be  caught  the  other  is  prohibited; 

They 
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They  are  very  punihial  in  the  obfervancc  of  this 
anniverfary,  which  is,  cxcludvcly  of  their  days, 
months,  and  year,  an  additional  means  of  dividinj^ 
their  time,  or,  perhaps,  properly  fpeaking,  their 
fcafons.  The  continuance  of  this  interdidion 
ought  to  have  extended  to  ten  days ;  but  as  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  king  to  fliorten  its  duration 
in  any  one  particular  dlftri£l,  he  direded  on  our 
account  that  in  the  diftrict  of  Akona  it  fliould 
ceafe  with  the  men  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
and  with  the  women  on  the  day  following. 

Mod  of    our    effential    bufinefs    was    nearly 
brought  to  a  conclufion  by  Thurfday  the  (>th, 
and  our  remaining  here  for  the  accomplifliment 
of  what  yet  remained  to  be  done,  was  no  longer 
an  object  of  abfolute  ncccffity  :  yet  I  was  induced 
to  prolong  our  Hay  in  this  comfortable  fituation 
for  two  rcafons  ;  firft,  becaufe  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions I  intended  to  purfue,  in  the  profecution  of 
the  remaining  part  of  our  furvcy  on  the  coaft  of 
North-Weft  America,  did  not  require  our  rc- 
pairing  immediately  to  the  northward ;  and  fe- 
condly,  becaufe  our  former  experience  amongft 
the  other  iflands  had  proved,  that  there  was  no 
profpect  of  obtaining  that  abundant  fupply  of  re- 
frelhments  which  Owhyhee  afforded,  even  at  the 
expence  of  arms  and  ammunition  ;  articles  that 
humanity  and  policy  had  uniformly  induced  me 
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to  with -hold,  not  only  from  thefc  iflanders,  but 
from  every  tribe  of  Indians  with  whom  we  had 
any  concern. 

The  completion  of  our  furvey  of  thefe  iflands 
required  flill  the  examination  of  the  north  fides 
of  Mowee,  Woahoo,  and  Attowai ;  and  rcferving 
fufficient  time  for  that  purpofe,  I  determined  to 
Ipend  here  the  reft  I  had  to  fpare,  before  we 
fhould  proceed  to  the  American  coaft.  This  af- 
forded an  opportunity  to  Mr.  Menzies  and  Mr. 
Baker,  accompanied  by  fome  others  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, to  make  another  excurllon  into  the  coun- 
try for  the  purpofe  of  afcending  Mowna  Roa, 
which  now  appeared  to  be  a  tafk  that  was  likely 
to  be  accompliftied ;  as  we  had  underftood  f''om 
the  natives,  that  the  attempt  would  be  lefs  diffi- 
cult from  the  fbuth  point  of  the  iiland  than  from 
any  other  direction.  For  this  purpofe  the  party, 
furniflied  by  Tamaahmaah  with  a  large  double 
canoe,  and  a  fufficient  number  of  people,  under 
the  orders  of  a  fteady  careful  chief,  fat  out,  in 
the  confidence  of  receiving  every  affiftance  and 
attention  that  could  be  neceffary  to  render  the 
expedition  interefting  and  agreeable. 

The  Dasdalus  being,  in  all  refpects,  ready  to 
depart  for  port  Jackfon,  Lieutenant  Hanfon,  on 
Saturday  the  Sth  received  his  orders  from  me  for 
that  purpofe,  together  with  a  copy  of  our  furvey 
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of  the  coaft  of  New  Albion,  fouthward  fromMon- 
tcrrey ;  and  fuch  difpatches  for  government  as  I 
thought  proper  to  tranfmit  by  this  conveyance,  to 
the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  at  that  port. 
Some  plants  of  the  bread  fruit  were  alfo  put  on 
board,  in  order  that  Mr.  Hanfon,  in  his  way  to 
New  South  Wales,  Ihould  endeavour,  in  the 
event  of  his  vifiting  Norfolk  ifland,  to  introduce 
there  that  moft  valuable  production  of  the  vege- 
table kingdom. 
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Sequel  of  T'ranfaSiions  at  Karakakooa — Cefjion  of 
the  I/land  of  Owhyhee — AJirojiomical  and  Nau- 
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WHILST  the  re-equipment  of  the  veiTcls 
was  gohig  forward  in  this  hofpitabic  port, 
I  had  remained  chiefly  on  board ;  but  having 
now  httle  to  attend  to  there,  on  Sunday  the  <jth 
I  took  up  my  abode  at  the  encampment,  highly 
to  the  fatisludiion  of  the  king  ;  who,  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  obtaining  fuch  knowledge  as  might  here- 
after enable  him  to  follow  the  example  of  our 
artific'jrs,  had  paid  the  llrideft  attention  to  all 
their  proceedings  in  the  confl:ru6lion  of  the  Bri- 
tannia. This  had  latterly  fo  much  engaged  him, 
that  we  had  been  favored  with  little  of  his  com- 
pany on  board  the  vefTels ;  yet  I  had  t!^e  fatisfac- 
tion  of  rcfleding,  that  his  having  been  occafion- 
ally  with  us,  and  conftantly  in  our  neighbour- 
hood, had  been  the  means  of  reftraining  the  ill 
difpofed,  and  of  encouraging  the  very  orderly  and 
friendly  behaviour  that  we  had  experienced  from 
the  inhabitants  without  the  leaft  interruption 
whatever.  An  uniform  zeal  dircdcd  the  con- 
dud 
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du(St  of  every  Indian,  in  the  performance  of  fuch 
offices  of  kindncfs  as  we  appeared  to  Hand  in 
need  of,  or  which  they  confidered  would  be  ac- 
ceptable ;  thefe  were  executed  with  fuch  promp- 
titude and  cheerfulnefs,  as  to  indicate  that  they 
confidered  tlieir  labours  amply  repaid  by  our  ac- 
ceptance of  their  fervices ;  yet  I  trufl:  they  were 
l)ctter  rewarded  than  if  they  had  adcd  on  more 
intereftcd  principles. 

Our  reception  and  entertainment  here  by  thefe 
unlettered  people,  who  in  general  have  been  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  the  appellation  of  favages,  was  fuch 
as,  1  believe,  is  feldom  equalled  by  the  moft  ci- 
vilized nations  of  Europe,  and  made  me  no  longer 
regret  the  inhofpitality  we  had  met  with  at  St. 
Francifco  and  Monterrey.  The  temporary  ufc 
that  we  wiflied  to  make  of  a  few  yards  of  the 
American  fhore,  for  our  own  convenience  iiud 
for  the  promotion  of  fcicnce,  was  not  here,  as  in 
New  Albion,  granted  with  reftriftions  that  pre- 
cluded our  acceptance  of  the  favor  we  follcitcd  ; 
on  the  contrary,  immediately  on  our  arrival  an 
ample  fpacc,  protec^ted  by  the  moft  facred  laws  of 
the  country,  was  appropriated  to  our  fervice ; 
whilft  thofc  of  our  fmall  community  whofe  in- 
clinations led  them  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
ifland,  either  for  recreation,  or  to  examine  its 
natural  productions,  found  their  dcfires  met  and 
tticouragcd  by   the  kind  aiiiiiance  of  TamaaJi' 
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maah,  and  their  feveral  purfuits  rendered  highly 
entertaining  and  agreeable,  by  the  friendfliip  and 
hofpitality  which  wasflievvn  them  at  every  houfe 
in  the  courfc  of  their  cxcurfions.  ,,..., 

A  conduct  fo  difintereftedly  noble,  and  uni- 
formly obfcrved  by  fo  untutored  a  race,  will  not 
fail  to  excite  a  certain  degree  of  regret,  that  the 
firft  focial  principles,  teaching  mutual  fupport 
and  univerfal  benevolence,  fhould  fo  frequently, 
amongft  civilized  people,  be  facrificcd  to  fufpi- 
cion,  jealoufy,  and  diftruft.  Thefc  fentiments 
hud  undoubtedly  very  ftrongly  operated  againft 
us  on  a  recent  occafion ;  but  had  the  gentleman, 
to  whofe  affiftance  we  appealed,  but  rightly  con- 
fidcred  our  peculiar  fituation,  he  muft  have  been 
convinced  there  could  not  have  exifted  a  neceflity 
for  the  unkind  treatment  he  was  pleafed  to  offer 
to  our  little  fquadron ;  and  he  would  have  fpared 
me  at  this  moment  the  unwelcome  talk  of  mak- 
ing tills  comparifon,  by  which  the  world  will 
perceive  what  I  muft  have  felt  upon  that  occa- 
fion. 

A  very  ftrict  tahoo  was  on  this  day,Wednefday 
the  12th,  to  be  enforced  over  all  the  ifland,  and 
required  that  the  refpective  chiefs  fliould  retire  to 
their  own  eftates,  for  the  purpofc  of  rigidly  ob- 
icrviiig  the  attendant  folemnitics ;  which  were 
to  continue  two  nights  and  one  day.  In  the 
c\  ent  of  the  omens  proving  favorable,  the  chiefs 
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would  be  permitted  to  eat  of  fuch  pork  as  they 
might  think  proper  to  confecrate  on  this  occa- 
fion ;  and  high  poory,  that  is,  grand  prayers  would 
be  performed ;  but  fliould  the  omens  be  other- 
wife,  the  rites  were  inftantly  to  be  fufpended. 

I  had  frequently  cxprefled  to  Tamaahmaah  a 
dcfire  of  being  prefent  on  fome  of  thefe  occafions; 
and  he  now  informed  me,  that  he  had  obtained 
for  me  the  confent  of  the  priefts,  provided  I 
would,  during  the  continuance  of  the  interdic- 
tion, attend  to  all  the  reftrictions  which  their  re- 
ligion demanded. 

Having  readily  promifed  to  comply  with  this 
condition,  I  was  with  fome  degree  of  formality 
vifitcd  by  feveral  of  the  principals  of  their  reli- 
gious order,  one  of  whom  was  diftinguifhed  by 
the  appellation  oiEakooa,  no  Tamaahmaah ;  mean- 
ing the  god  of  Tamaahmaah.  This  pricft  had 
been  one  of  our  frequent  attendants,  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  he  was,  on  this  occafion,  de- 
tected in  dealing  a  knife  ;  for  which  offence  he 
was  immediately  difmiffed  from  our  party,  and 
excluded  from  the  precincts  of  our  encampment. 

The  reflraints  impofed  confifted  chiefly  in  four 
particulars ;  firft,  a  total  feclufion  from  the  com- 
pany of  the  women  ;  fecondly,  partaking  of  no 
food  but  llich  as  was  previoufly  confecrated; 
thirdly,  being  confined  to  the  land,  and  not  being 
afloat  or  wet  with  fca  water ;  and  fourthly,  not 
i  Da  receiving 
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receiving,  or  even  touching,  the  moil  trivi.il  ar- 
ticle from  any  one,  who  had  not  attended  tlie 
ceremonies  at  the  morai.  j-; .    ,  ,   ... 

...-  Thefe  rcftridlions  v/ere  confidered  neceflary  to 
be  obferved  by  the  whole  of  our  party   tefidcnt 
on  iliore ;  and  about  fun-fet  we  attended  the 
fummons  of  the  king  at  the   morai,  who  v*\u 
there  ofBciating  as  high  pricft,  attended  by  ibme 
of  the  principal  rcfidents  of  their  religious  orders, 
chanting  an  invocation  to  the  fetting  fun.     Thi^ 
w^s  the  commencement  of  thefe  facred  rites ; 
but  as  I  propofe  to  treat  this  fubjed  more  fully 
on  a  future  occafion,  I  fliall  for  the  prefent  poll- 
pone  the  detail  of  my  obfervations,  and  briefly 
Hate,  that  their  prayers  fcemcd  to  have  Ibmc  re- 
gularity and  form,  and  that  they  did  not  omit  to 
pray  for  the  welfare  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
our  fafe  and  happy  return  to  our  native  country. 
J'li  certain  degree  of  order  was  perceptible  through- 
out thefe  ceremonies,  accompanied  by  many  fu- 
pcrftitious  ai"i,d  myfterious  formalities  ;  amongil 
which,  a  very  principal  one  was  performed  about 
the  dawn  of  day.     At  this  time  the  moft  pro- 
found filcncc    was  required   of  every    creature 
Vyithin  hearing;  of  this   facred  place.     Thejiing 
thei^  repeated  a  prayer  ii)  a  low  tqnc  of  voice  with 
/^hc  greateft  folemnity,  anc}  iu;  the  middle  of  it 
.tooli  up  alive  pig  tied  by  the, legs,  and  with  one 
effort  daflicd  it  to  death  agaii^fr  the  ground  ;  jm 
,rjivir....  I     .  .  opcrutioa 
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operation  which  muft  be  performed  without  the 
fmallcft  interruption  or  cry  from  the  victim,  or 
without  the  prevailing  filence  being  broken  by 
any  noife  whatfoever,  though  of  the  moft  trivial 
kind.  This  part  of  the  fervice  is  fuppofed  to  an- 
nounce their  being  on  terms  of  friendflaip  with 
the  gods,  on  which  the  further  ceremonies  were 
carried  into  execution.  A  number  of  hogs,  plan- 
tations, and  cocoa-nuts,  were  then  confecratcd  for 
the  principal  chiefs  and  priefts ;  the  more  com- 
mon productions,  fuch  as  filh,  turtle,  fowls,  dogs, 
and  the  feveral  cfculcnt  roots,  that  compofc  their 
food  durino;  the  intervals  between  thefe  more 
facrcd  taboo  s^  were  not  now  fcrved  up,  but  for 
the  firft  time  fuicc  our  arrival,  they  fared  fump- 
tuoufly  on  thofc  more  delicious  articles.  The  in- 
termediate da}-  Thurfday  the  13th,  and  the  Se- 
cond night,  were  palTed  in  prayer,  during  which 
we  found  no  difficulty  in  complying  with  the 
prcfcribcd  regulations;  and  ibon  after  the  fun 
rofe  on  Friday  the  1 4th,  we  were  abfolvcd  from 
any  further  attention  to  their  facrcd  injunctions. 
Moft  of  our  Indian  friends  returned  to  our 
party  the  following  day,  Saturday  the  1 5th ;  and 
as  we  all  now  fed  alike  on  confccrated  pork,  they 
were  enabled  to  be  infinitely  more  fociable.  Our 
mode  of  cookery  was  generally  preferred,  as  far 
as  related  to  the  drelHng  of  filh,  flefli,  or  fowls; 
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but  with  refpcd  to  roots  and  the  bread  fruit,  they 
certainly  preltrved  a  fuperiority.  ' 

Tahowmotoo  was  amongft  the  moft  conflant  of 
our  guefts;  but  his  daughter,  the  difgraced 
queen,  feldom  vifited  our  fide  of  the  bay.  I  was 
however  not  ignorant  of  her  anxious  defire  for  a 
reconciliation  with  Tamaahmaah ;  nor  was  the 
fame  wilh  to  be  mifunderftood  in  the  condud: 
and  behaviour  of  the  king,  in  whofe  good  opinion 
and  confidence  I  had  now  acquired  fuch  a  predo- 
minancy, that  I  became  acquainted  with  his  moft 
fecret  inclinations  and  apprehenlions. 

His  unfliaken  attachment  and  unaltered  affec- 
tion for  TahowmanmOy  was  confefTed  with  a  fort 
of  internal  felf  convidion  of  her  innocence.  He 
acknowledged  with  great  candour,  that  his  own 
condud:  had  not  been  exadlly  fuch  as  warranted 
his  having  infifted  upon  a  feparation  from  his 
queen  ;  that  although  it  could  not  authorize,  it 
in  fome  mcafure  pleaded  in  excufe  for,  her  infi- 
delity ;  and,  for  his  own,  he  alledged,  that  his 
high  rank  and  fupreme  authority  was  a  fort  of 
licence  for  fuch  indulgences.     •■■''■■  ' 

An  accommodation,  which  I  coniidered  to  be 
mutually  wifhed  by  both  parties,  was  urged  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  by  the  queen's  relations.  To 
effect  this  defirable  purpofe,  my  interference  was 
frequently  folicitcd  by  them  ;  and,  as  it  concurred 
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with  my  own  inclination,  1  refolved  on  embrac- 
ing the  firft  favorable  opportunity  to  ufe  my  bcft 
endeavours  for  bringing  a  reconciliation  about. 
For  although,  on  our  former  vifit,  Tahownuvinoo 
had  been  regarded  with  the  mofl  favorable  im- 
preflions,  yet,  whether  from  her  dilliciTcs,  or  bc- 
caufe  flie  had  really  improved  in  her  perfonal  ac- 
compliQiments,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  de- 
termine, but  certain  it  is,  that  one,  or  both  of 
thefe  circumflances  united,  had  fo  far  prcpof- 
fefled  us  all  in  her  favor,  and  no  one  more  fo 
than  myfelf,  that  it  had  been  long  the  general 
wifli  to  fee  her  exalted  again  to  her  former  dig- 
nities. This  defirc  was  propably  not  a  little 
heightened  by  the  regard  we  entertained  for  the 
happinefs  and  repofc  of  our  noble  and  generous 
friend  Tamaahmaah ;  who  was  likely  to  be  ma- 
terially affected  not  only  in  his  domeftic  com- 
forts, but  in  his  political  fituation,  by  receiving 
again  and  reinftating  his  confort  in  her  former 
rank  and  confequence. 

I  was  convinced,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  there 
were  two  or  three  of  the  moll  confidcrable  chiefs 
of  the  ifland,  whofe  ambitious  views  were  ini- 
mical to  the  interefts  and  authority  of  Taniaah- 
viaah ;  and  it  was  much  to  be  apprehended,  that 
if  the  earneft  folicitations  of  the  queen's  father 
(whofe  condition  and  importance  was  next  in 
confequence  to  that  of  the  king)  fhould  continue 
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to  be  rejected,  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  his 
adding  great  ftrcngth  and  inducucc  to  the  dil- 
contented  and  turbulent  chiefs,  which  would 
operate  highly  to  the  prejudice,  if  not  totally  to 
the  deftru(^tion,  of  Tamaalin/aulis  regal  power ; 
efpecially  as  the  advcrle  party  icemcd  to  form  a 
conftant  oppofition,  confilting  of  a  minority  by 
no  means  to  be  dcfpifed  by  the  executive  power, 
and  which  appeared  to  be  a  principal  conllituent 
part  of  the  Owhyhean  politics.      ■    ..r..-,,;.   . 

For  thefe  fubftantial  reafons,  whenever  he  was 
difpofed  to  liften  to  fuch  difcourfe,  I  did  not  ceafe 
to  urg*^  the  importance  and  neceffity  of  his  adopt- 
ing mcafures  fo  highly  eflential  to  his  happinefs 
as  a  man,  and  to  his  power,  interefl:,  and  autho- 
rity as  the  fupreme  chief  of  the  ifland.     All  this 
he  candidly  acknowledged  ;   but  his  pride  threw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  a  reconciliation  which 
were  hard  to  be  removed.     He  would  not  of 
himfclf  become  the  immediate  agent ;  and   al- 
thoTjgh  he  confideredit  in^portant  that  the  nego- 
r-iation  (hould  be  conducted  by  fome  one  of  the 
principal  chiefs  in  his  fulleit  confidence,  yet,  to 
iolicit  their  good  offices  after  having  rejeded  their 
iormer  overtures  with  difdain,  was  equally  hard 
to  reconcile  to  his  feelings.   I  ilood  nearly  in  the 
Jamc   fituatiou    with    his    favorite    friends;  but 
!)eing  thorou;i;hlv  convinced  of  the  finccrity  of 
hio  wiihc-;,  I  fpurcd  hiui  tlic  mortification  of  foli- 
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citing  the  oiiices  he  had  rcjcdicd.  hy  again  picl- 
tering  my  fcrvices.  To  this  he  iiillantly  con- 
fcnted,  and  obfcrvcd  that  no  propofal  could  have 
met  his  mind  {o  completely ;  fmcc,  by  citeding 
a  reconciliation  through  my  tViendfliip,  no  um- 
brage could  be  taken  at  his  having  declined  tlic 
fcvcral  offers  of  his  countrymen,  by  any  of  the 
individuals;  whereas,  had  this  objed:  been  ac- 
complilhed  by  any  one  of  the  chiefs,  it  would 
probably  have  occafioned  jealoufy  and  difcontent 
in  the  minds  of  the  others. 

All,  however,  was  not  yet  complete ;  the  ap- 
prchcnfion  that  fome  conceiiion  might  be  fug- 
gcfted  or  cxpeded  on  his  part,  preponderated 
againll  every  other  confidcration  ;  and  he  would 
on  no  account  confent  that  it  fiiould  appear  that 
he  had  been  privy  to  the  bufjneis,  or  that  it  had 
been  by  his  dcfirc  that  a  neii;ociation  had  been 
undertaken  for  this  happy  purpofc,  but  that  the 
whole  fhould  have  the  appearance  of  being  purely 
the  refult  of  accident.  ;    . 

To  this  end  it  was  detcnnined,  that  I  lliould 
invite  the  queen,  with  feveral  of  her  relations  and 
friends,  on  board  the  Difcovery,  for  the  purpolc 
of  prcfenting  them  with  fome  trivial  matters,  as 
tokens  of  my  frienddiip  and  regard  ;  and  that, 
whilll  thus  employed,  our  convcrfation  fliould  be 
dircdcd  to  afccrtain,  whether  an  accommodation 
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was  ftill  an  objcd  defircd.     That  on  this  appear- 
ing to  be  the  general  wifh,    Tamaahmaah  would 
inftantly  repair  on  board  in  a  haily  manner,  as  if 
he  had  fomething extraordinary  to  communicate; 
that  I  (hould  appear  to  rejoice  at  this  accidental 
meeting,  and  by  inftantly  uniting  their  hands, 
bring  the  reconciliation  to  pafs  without  the  leaft 
difcuflion  or  explanation  on  either  fide.      But 
from  his  extreme  folicitude  left  he  Ihould  in  any 
degree  be  fufpeded  of  being  concerned  in  this 
previous  arrangement,  a  difficulty  arofe  Low  to 
make  him  acquainted  with  the  rcfult  of  the  pro- 
pofed  converfation  on  board,  which  could  not  be 
permitted  by  a  verbal  meflagc ;  at  length,  after 
fome  thought,  he  took  up  two  pieces  of  paper, 
and  of  his  own  accord  made  certain  marks  with 
a  pencil  on  each  of  them,  and  then  delivered 
them  to  mc.     The  difference  of  thefe  marks  he 
could  well  recolledl ;  the  one  was  to  indicate, 
that  the  refult  of  my  inquiries  was  agreeable  to 
his  wiflies,  and  the  other  that  it   was  the  con- 
trary.    In  the   event  of  my  making  ufe  of  the 
former,  he  propofed  that  it  Ihould  not  be  fcnt  on 
lliore  fecretly,  but  in  an  open  and  declared  man- 
ner, and   by  way  of  a  joke,   as  a  prefcnt  to  his 
Owhyhean  majefty.     The  natural  gaiety  of  dif- 
pofition  which  generally  prevails  amongft  thefe 
illandcrs,  would  render  this  fuppofcd  difappoint- 
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mcnt  of  the  king  a  fubjcd  for  mirth,  would  in 
fomc  degree  prepare  the  company  for  his  vifit, 
and  completely  do  away  every  idea  of  its  being 
the  effect  of  a  preconcerted  meafure. 

This  plan  was  accordingly  carried  into  execu- 
tion on  the  following  Monday,  the  17th.  Whilft 
the  queen  and  her  party,  totally  ignorant  of  the 
contrivance,  were  recerving  the  compliments  I 
had  intended  them,  their  good  humour  and 
pleafantry  were  infinitely  heightened  by  the  jeft 
I  propofed  to  pafs  upon  the  king,  in  fending  him 
a  piece  of  paper  only,  carefully  wrapped  up  in 
fomc  cloth  of  their  own  manufadure,  accompa- 
nied by  a  melTage ;  importing,  that  as  I  was  then 
in  the  aft  of  diftributing  favours  to  my  Owhyhean 
friends,  I  had  not  been  unmindful  of  his  majclty. 

Taviaalimaah  no  fooner  received  the  fummons, 
than  he  haftened  on  board,  and  with  his  ufual 
vivacity  exclaimed  before  he  made  his  appear- 
ance, that  he  was  come  to  thank  me  for  the  pre- 
fent  1  had  fent  him,  and  for  my  goodnefs  in  not 
having  forgotten  him  on  this  occafion.  This 
was  heard  by  every  one  in  the  cabin  before  he 
entered :  and  all  feemed  to  enjoy  the  joke  ex- 
cept tlie  poor  queen,  who  appeared  to  be  much 
agitated  at  the  idea  of  being  again  in  his  picfencc. 
The  inftant  that  he  faw  her  his  countenLince  ex- 
prciTed  great  furprize,  he  became  immediately 
lilcnt,  and  attempted  to  retire  ;  but  having  pofted 
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my/cirfor  the  efpccial  purpofe  of  preventing  his 
departure,  I  caught  his  hand,  and  joining  it  with 
the  queen's,  their  reconciHation  was  inflantly 
completed.  This  was  fully  demonftrated,  not 
only  by  the  tears  that  involuntarily  Hole  down 
the  cheeks  of  both  as  they  embraced  each  other, 
and  mutually  expreiled  the  fatisfadion  they  ex- 
perienced ;  but  by  the  behaviour  of  every  indivi- 
dual prcfent,  whofe  feelings  on  the  occafion  were 
not  to  be  repreffed  ;  \\  hilfl  their  fenfibility  telVi- 
ficd  the  IiLippinefs  which  this  apparently  fortui- 
tous e\  ent  had  produced. 

A  fhort  paufe  produced  by  an  event  lb  unex- 
peded,  was  fuccceded  by  the  fort  of  good  humour 
that  fuch  a  happy  circumftance  would  naturally 
mfpire  ;  the  converfation  ibon  became  general, 
cheerful,  and  lively,  in  which  the  artifice  ima- 
gined to  have  been  impofed  upon  the  king  bore 
no  fmall  fliarc.  A  little  refrellnncnt  from  a  few 
glailes  of  v\ine  concluded  the  fcene  of  this  fuc- 
cefsful  meeting. 

After  the  queen  had  acknowledged  in  the  moii: 
grateful  terms  the  weighty  obligations  Ihe  felt 
lor  my  fervices  on  this  occafion,  I  was  furprized 
by  her  faying,  juil:  as  we  \^ere  all  preparing  to  go 
on  fnore,  that  Ihe  had  llill  a  very  great  favor  to 
recjueft ;  which  was  that  1  Ihould  obtain  from 
TamcnilunaciJi  a  folemn  promife,  that  on  her  re- 
tuiii  to  hib  hal/itation   he   would  not  beat  her. 

The 
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The  great  cordiality  with  which  the  reconcilia- 
tion had  taken  place,  and  the  happinefs  that  each 
of  them  had  continued  to  exprefs  in  confequencc 
of  it,  led  me  at  firft  to  confider  this  intreaty  of 
the  queen's  us  a  matter  of  jcft  only :  but  in  this 
I  was  miftaken,  for  notwithftanding  that  Ta- 
maahmaah  readily  complied  with  my  fblicitation, 
and  alTured  me  nothing  of  the  kind  lliould  take 
place,  yet  Tahowmannoo  would  not  be  fatisfied 
without  my  accompanying  them  home  to  the 
royal  refidence,  where  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
her  reftorcd  to  all  her  former  honours  and  privi- 
leges, highly  to  the  fatisfadion  of  all  the  king's 
friends  ;  but  to  the  utter  mortification  of  thofc, 
who,  by  their  fcandalous  reports  and  mifrcpre- 
fentations,  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  unfortunate 
reparation.      '   "  " 

The  domeftic  affairs  of  TamaaJiwaah  havinc 
thus  taken  fo  happy  a  turn,  his  mind  was  more 
at  liberty  for  political  confiderations ;  and  the 
cefTion  of  Owhyhee  to  His  Britannic  Majefly  be- 
came now  an  objed:  of  his  ferious  concern.  On 
my  former  vifit  it  had  been  frequently  inentioncd, 
but  was  at  that  time  difapproved  of  by  fomc  of  the 
leading  chiefs,  who  contended,  that  they  ought 
not  voluntarily  to  furrendcr  themfelvcs,  or  ac- 
knowledge their  fubjed:ion,  to  the  government 
of  a  fuperior  foreign  power,  w  ithout  being  com- 
pletely convinced  that  fuch  power  would  protect 
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them  againft  the  ambitious  views  of  remote  or 
neighbouring  enemies.  During  our  abfence  this 
fubjedl  had  been  mod  fcrioufly  difcuiTed  by  the 
chiefs  in  the  iiland,  and  the  refult  of  their  deli- 
berations was,  an  unanimous  opinion,  that,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  protection  required,  it  was 
important  that  Tamaahmaah  Ihould  make  the 
furrender  in  queftion,  formally  to  me,  on  the 
part  of  His  Majclly  ;  that  he  fliould  acknowledge 
himfelf  and  people  as  fubjcds  of  the  Britilh  crown; 
and  that  they  lliould  fupplicate  that  powpr  to 
guard  them  againft  any  future  moleftation. 

To  this  ad:  they  were  greatly  ftimulated  by 
the  treatment  they  had  received  from  various 
ftrangers,  by  whom  they  had  been  lately  vifited. 
Of  fome  of  thefe  I  was  well  perfuaded  they  had 
liad  too  jufl  cau(c  to  complain  ;  particularly  in 
the  fraudulent  and  deceitful  manner  in  which 
the  traffic  with  the  natives  had  been  conduded. 

In  many  inftanccs,  no  compenfation  whatever 
had  been  given  by  thefe  civilized  vifitors,  after 
having  been  fully  fupplied,  on  promife  of  making 
an  ample  return,  with  the  ieveral  rcfrcfliments 
of  the  very  bed  quality  the  country  afforded.  At 
other  times  they  had  impofcd  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants, by  paying  them  in  commodities  of  no  fer- 
vicc  or  value,  though  their  defeds  could  not  be 
deteded  bv  the  examination  of  the  natives.  This 
was  more  particularly  the  cafe  in  thofe  articles 
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■which  they  were  moft  eager  to  obtain,  and  moft 
defirous  to  pofTefs,  namely,  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion ;  which  chiefly  compofed  the  merchandize 
of  the  North-Weft  American  adventurers.  Mufr 
kets  and  piftols  were  thus  exchanged  that  burft 
on  being  difchargcd  the  firft  timc^  though  with 

.the  proper  loading.  To  augment  the  quantity 
of  gunpowder  which  was  fold,  it  was  mixed  with 
an  equal,  if  not  a  larger,  proportion  of  pounded 
fea  or  charcoal.  Several  of  thefe  fire-arms,  and 
fomc  of  the  powder,  were  produced  for  my  in- 
fpC(5tion  in  this  Ihamcful  ftate,  and  with  the  hope 

that  I  was  able  to  afford  them  redrefs.       

Many  very  bad  accidents  had  happened  by  the 
burfting  of  fhefe  fire-arms ;  one  inftance  in  par- 
ticular came  within  our  knowledge  a  few  days 
ifter  our  arrival.  A  very  fine  a6live  young  chief 
had  lately  purchafed  a  mullict,  and  on  his  trying 
its  cffed,  with  a  common  charge  of  powder,  it 
burft  ;  and  he  not  only  loft  fome  of  the  joints  of 
his  fingers  on  the  lett  hand,  but  his  right  arm 
below  the  elbow  was  othcrvvays  fo  dangcroufly 
wounded,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely 
aiTiftancc  aflordcd  him  bv  fome  of  our  G;entlemcii 
of  the  faculty,  his  life  would  have  been  in  immi- 
nent danger*  ,        .      .    , 

The  putting  fire-arms  Into  the  hands  of  unci- 

.  Vilized  people,  is   at  bcft  very  bad  policy  ;  but 

\vhen  they  are  given  in  an  impeifed:  and  infuffi- 
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cient  con<iition  for  a  valuable  confideratlon,  it  is 
not  only  infamouily  fraudulent,  but  barbarous 
and  inhuman.  Notwithftanding  'which,  lliould 
thefe  inhabitants  rcfort  to  meafurcs  o^  revenge 
for  the  injuries  thus  fuftained,  they  would  be 
immediately  ftigmatized  with  the  epithets  of  fa- 
vages  and  barbarians,  by  the  very  people  who 
had  been  the  original  caufe  of  the  violence  they 
might  think  themfclves  juftified  in  committing. 

Under  a  convidlion  of  the  importance  of  thefe 
iflands  to  Great  Britain,  in  the  event  of  an  exten- 
fion  of  her  commerce  over  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
in  return  for  the  cflcntial  fervices  we  had  derived 
from  the  excellent  produftions  of  the  country, 
and  the  ready  affiftance  of  its  inhabitants,  I  loft 
no  opportunity  for  encouraging  their  friendly  dif- 
politions  towards  us ;  notwithftanding  the  difap- 
pointments  they  had  met  with  from  the  traders, 
for  wliofe  conduct  I  could  invent  no  apology ; 
endeavouring  to  imprcfs  them  with  the  idca^ 
that,  on  fubmitting  to  the  authority  and  protec- 
tion of  a  fuperior  power,  they  might  reafonably 
expe(fl  they  would  in  future  be  lefs  liable  to  fuch 
abufes. 

The  long  continued  pradlcc  of  all  civilized 
nations,  of  claiming  the  fovereignty  and  territo- 
rial right  of  newly  difcovcred  countries,  had  here- 
tofore been  aiTumed  in  confequence  only  of  pri- 
ority' of  feeing,  or  of  vifiting  fuch  parts  of  the 
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earth  as  were  unknown  before ;  but  in  the  cafe 
of  Nootka  a  material  alteration  had  taken  place, 
and  great  ftrefs  had  been  laid  on  the  ceffion  that 
Maqu'mna  was  dated  to  have  made  of  the  village 
and  friendly  cove  to  Sen'  Martinez.  Notwith- 
ftanding  that  on  the  principles  of  the  ulage  above 
ftated,  no  difpute  could  have  arifen  as  to  the  pri- 
ority of  claim  that  England  had  to  the  Sandwich 
illands ;  yet  I  confidered,  that  the  voluntary  re- 
iignation  of  thefe  territories,  by  the  formal  fur- 
render  of  the  king  and  the  people  to  the  power 
and  authority  of  Great  Britain,  might  probably 
be  the  means  of  eftabliftiing  an  incontrovertible 
right,  and  of  preventing  any  altercation  with 
other  dates  hereafter. 

Under  thefe  impreflions,  and  on  a  due  condde- 
ration  of  all  circumftances,  I  felt  it  to  be  an  in- 
cumbent duty  to  accept,  for  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  the  proffered  ceffion ;  and  I  had  there- 
fore ftipulated  that  it  fliould  be  made  in  the  moft 
unequivocal  and  public  manner. 

For  this  purpofe  all  the  principal  chiefs  ha^ 
been  fummoned  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
ifland,  and  mofl  of  them  had  long  fince  arrived 
in  our  neighbourhood.  They  had  all  become 
extremely  well  fa»:isfied  with  the  treatment  they 
had  received  from  us;  and  were  highly  fenfible 
of  the  advantages  taey  derived  from  our  intro- 
ducing amongft  them  only  fuch  things  as  were 
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inftrumcntcil  to  their  comfort,  inftead  of  warlike 
llorcs  and  implements,  which  only  contributed 
to  ftrengthcn  the  animofitics  that  exifted  between 
one  ifland  and  another,  and  enabled  the  turbu- 
lent and  ambitious  chiefs  to  become  formidal^lc 
to  the  ruling  power.  They  fccmed  in  a  great 
meafurc  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  our  em- 
ployment, and  made  very  proper  dilVmdions  be- 
tween our  little  fquadron,  and  the  trading  veiTcls 
by  which  they  had  been  fo  frequently  vifited ; 
that  thcfe  were  engaged  in  purfuits  for  the  pri- 
vate emolument  of  the  individuals  concerned, 
whilft  thofe  under  my  command  acfted  under  the 
authority  of  a  benevolent  monarch,  whofe  chief 
objed:  in  fending  us  amongfl:  them  was  to  render 
them  more  peaceable  in  their  intercourfe  vNitli 
each  other ;  to  furnifh  them  w  ith  fuch  thinirs  as 
could  contribute  to  make  them  a  happier  people  ; 
and  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
more  refpedable  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  vifitors. 

Thefe  ideas  at  the  fame  time" naturally  fuggcft- 
cd  to  them  the  belief,  that  it  might  be  in  my 
power  to  leave  the  Chatham  at  Owhyhce  for  their 
future  protedion ;  but  on  being  informed  that 
no  fuch  meafurc  could  poffibly  be  adopted  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  they  I'ccnied  content  to  wait 
with  patience,  in  the  expedation  that  fuch  at- 
tention and  refi;ard  miiirht  hereafter  be  fliewn 
unto  them ;  and  in  the  full  confidence,  that  ac- 
••''''-■•  •-    •  cording 
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cording  to  my  promiic,  I  would  rcprefcnt  their 
fituation  and  condu6l  in  the  moil  faithful  man- 
ner, and  in  the  true  point  of  view  that  every  cir- 
cumftance  had  appeared  to  us. 

Thefe  people  had  already  become  acquainted 
with  four  commercial  nations  of  the  civilized 
world ;  and  had  been  given  to  underftand,  that 
fcveral  others  fimilar  in  knowledge  and  in  power 
cxifled  in  tb'^  ^  diftant  rc«;ions  from  whence  thefe 
had  cc     \  Is  information,  "■=-  i.iay  realbnably 

be  cxpedcd,  fiiggeftcd  the  ap prehenfion,  that  the 
period  was  not  very  remote  when  they  might  be 
compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  fome  one 
of  thelc  fuperior  powers ;  and  under  that  im- 
preffion,  they  did  not  hcfitate  to  prefer  the  Eng- 
iifli,  who  had  been  their  firft  and  conftant  vifitors. 

The  formal  furrendcr  of  the  ifland  had  been 
delayed  in  confcquence  of  the  abfencc  of  two 
principal  chiefs.  Commano-iv,  the  chief  of  Ahee- 
doo,  was  not  able  to  quit  the  government  and 
protcdion  of  the  northern  and  caftern  parts  of 
the  country,  though  it  had  been  fuppofed  he 
might  have  delegated  his  authority  to  ibme  one 
of  lefs  importance  than  himfelf;  but  after  fome 
meilagcs  had  palled  between  tliis  chief  and  Ta- 
maahmaali^  it  appeared  that  it  had  not  been  pof- 
liblc  to  difpenfe  with  his  prelqicc  in  thofe  parts 
of  the  illand. 

Tiic  other  abfcntcc  was  Tumdahmotoo,  chief  of 
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iCoarra,  the  pcrfon  that  had  captured  the  Fair 
American  fchooner,  and  with  whom  I  was  not 
ambitious  to  have  much  acquaintance.     Since 
that  perfidious  melancholy  tranfadion,   he  had 
never  ventured  near  any  veffcl  that  had  vifitcd 
thefe  fhores  ;  this  had  been  greatly  to  the  preju- 
dice of  his  intcreft,  and  had  occafioned  him  in- 
conceivable chagrin  and  mortification.     Of  this 
he  repeatedly  complained  to  Tamaahmaah  on  our 
former  vifit ;    and  then,   as  nov/,  folicited  the 
king's  good  offices  with  me  to  obtain  an  inter- 
view, and  permiffion  for  his  people  to  relbrt  to 
the  veifels,  for  the  fake  of  fharing  in  the  fuperior 
advantages  which  our  traffic  afforded.     But,  to 
fhew  my  utter  abhorrence  of  his  treacherous  cha- 
rader,  and  as  a  punifhment  for  his  unpardonable 
Cruelty  to  Mr.  Metcalf  and  his  crew,   I  had  hi- 
therto indignantly  refufed  every  application  that 
had  been  made  in  his  favor.     When,  however,  I 
came  ferioufly  to  refledl  on  all  the  circumflanccs 
that  had  attended  our  reception  and  treatment 
at  this  ifland,  on  our  former  vifit  and  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  ;  when  I  had  reference  to  the  fitua- 
tion  and  condition  of  thofe  of  our  countrymen 
refident  amongfl  them ;  and  when  I  rccoUcded 
that  my  own  counfel  and  advice  had  always  been 
direded  fb  to  operate  on  their  hafly  violent  tem- 
pers, as  to  induce  them  to  fubdne  their  animofi- 
ties,  by  exhorting  them  to  a  forg'     lefs  of  pafl: 
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injuries,  and  proving  to  them  how  much  their 
real  happinefs  depended  upon  a  ftridl  adherence 
to  the  rules  of  good  fellow  (liip  towards  each  other, 
and  the  laws  of  hofpitality  towards  all  fuch 
ilrangers  as  might  vifit  their  Aiores,  I  was  tho-, 
roughly  convinced,  that  implacable  refentment, 
or  unrelenting  anger,  exhibited  in  my  own  prac-. 
tice,  would  ill  accord  with  the  precepts  I  had  en- 
<leavoured  to  inculcate  for  the  regulation  of  theirs; 
and  that  the  adoption  of  conciliatory  meafures, 
after  having  evinced,  by  a  difcrimination  of  cha- 
radcrs,  my  averfion  to  wicked  or  unworthy  per- 
fons,  was  moft  confiftent  with  my  duty  as  a  man, 
and  with  the  ftation  I  then  filled. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  eftablifh  more  firmly,  if 
poflible,  the  fricndfliip  that  had  fo  mutually  taken 
place,  and  {o  uninterruptedly  fubfifted,  between 
us,  I  determined,  by  an  a<5t  of  oblivion  in  my  owi^ 
mind,  to  efface  all  former  injuries  and  offences. 
To  this  end,  and  to  flicw  that  my  condu<^  was 
governed  by  the  principles  1  profcffcd,  at  the  rc- 
queil  of  Tidtina  and  fomc  other  chief<,  I  admitted 
the  man  amongft  us,  who  was  reputed  to  be  the 
firft  pcrfon  who  had  ftabbed  Captain  Cook,  and 
gave  leave  to  Parcea^  to  vifit  the  vcffels  ;  who, 
during  the  late  contefts,  had  been  reduced  from 
his  former  rank  and  fituation,  and  was  at  this 
time  rcfidcnt  on  an  cftate  belonging  to  Kahow* 


*  Vide  3d  Vol.  Cook's  Voyage,  Chap.  I. 
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motoo  on  the  eaftern  part  of  the  illand,  in  a  very 
low  a.id  aljcdl  condition.  '  '  •  •  '   •      '    ' 

Tifiw^^/zwo/oo  had  already  fufFcred  very  mate- 
rially in  his  intereft,  and  had  fcnfibly  felt  the  in- 
dignity otfercd  to  his  pride,  in  being  excluded 
from  our  fbciety,  debarred  the  gratification  of  his 
Curiofity,  and  the  high  entertainment  which  his 
brethren  had  partaken  at  our  tables,  and  in  our 
company.  I  gave  Tamaahmaah  to  underftand, 
that  thcfe  confiderations,  inconjundion  with  his 
repeated  folicitations,  had  induced  me  no  longer 
to  regard  Tamaahmotoo  as  undeferving  forgive- 
nefs,  and  to  allow  of  his  paying  us  the  compli- 
ments he  had  fo  repeatedly  requefted  ;  provided 
that  he  would  engage  in  the  moll  folemn  man- 
ner, that  neither  himfelf  npr  his  people  (for  he 
generally  moved  with  a  numerous  train  of  atten- 
dants) would  behave  in  any  manner  fo  as  to  dif-^ 
turb  the  fubfifting  harmony  of  our  prefent  fuciety, 
nor  conduct  themfelves,  in  future,  but  with  a 
due  regard  to  honefty,  and  the  principles  of  hof- 
pitality. 

To  thefe  conditions  I  was  given  to  underftand, 
Tamaahmotoo  would  fubfcribe  without  a  mur- 
mur;  and,  on  their  being  imparted  to  him,  \ 
received  in  reply  a  moft  humble  and  fubmiflivc 
anfwer,  that  he  would  forfeit  his  own  exiftencc 
if  any  mifdemeanor,  either  on  the  part  of  himfelf, 
or  of  any  of  his  followers,  fliould  be  committed. 
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The  diftrid:  over  which   his  authority  regularly 
extended,  was  the  next   diftrid  immediately  to 
the  northward  of  us  ;  but  his  apprehcniions   Icli: 
we  lliould  retaliate  the  injaries  he   had  done  to 
others,  had  induced  him  to  retire  to  the  eaftern 
parts  of  Amakooa,  as  being  the  moll  remote  from 
our  ftation.     His   progrefs  towards  Karakakooa, 
fince  his  vifit  had  been  permitted,  had  been  very 
jQow  ;   and  as  he  had  advanced  he  had  frequently 
lent  forward  melTenffers,   to  inquire  if  I  ftill  con- 
tinued  the  fame  frici  lly  difpofition  towards  him  ; 
and  to  rcqueft  that  I  would  return  a  renewal  of 
my  promifes,  that  he  fliould  be  received  in  the 
fame  friendly  manner  as  I  had  engaged  myfelf  he 
iliould  to  TamaahmaalL     Havinsr  no   intention 
whatever  to  depart  from  this  obligation,  I  felt  no 
difficulty  in  repeating  thefe  alfurances  as  often  as 
they  were  dcnianded. 

My  promifes,  however,  were  not  fufficient  to 
remove  his  fufpicions,  or  to  fix  his  confidence ; 
but  on  his  way  lie  Hopped  at  every  moral,  there 
made  facrifices,  and  confulted  the  priell;s  as  to 
what  was  portended  in  his  vifit  by  the  omens  on 
thefe  occafions.  At  nrft  they  had  been  very  un- 
favorable, but  as  he  advanced  the  prognoiticks 
had  become  more  agreeable  to  liVs  w  iihes  ;  and 
at  length,  in  the  morning  of  Wcdnefday  the  lyth, 
he  appeared  in  great  pomp,  attended  by  a  nume- 
rous 
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rous  fleet  of  large  canoes  that  could  not  contain 
Icfs  than  a  thoufand  perfons,  all  paddling  with 
fome  order  into  the  bay,  round  its  northern  point 
of  entrance. 

Tamaahmaah  was  at  this  time  -.ith  me,  and 
gave  me  to  underftand  that  TamaaJimotoo  gene- 
rally went  from  place  to  place  in  the  ftyle  and 
manner  he  now  difplayed,  and  that  he  was  the 
proudcft  man  in  the  whole  illand. 

After  the  licet  had  entered  the  bay,  its  courfe 
was  flowly  dircded  towards  the  vellels  ;  but  on 
a  mciTage  being  fent  from  me,  dcfiring  that  T^- 
maakriiotoo  and  his  party  would  take  up  their  rc- 
fidence  at  Kowrowa,  he  inlbuitly  retired  with  his 
iiect,  and  foon  afterwards,  accompanied  by  Ta^ 
mnahmaah,  and  fcveral  of  the  principal  chiefs,  he 
vifited  the  encampment.  At  thi«  time  I  hap- 
pened to  be  abfcnt,  but  on  my  return  I  ibund  him 
fcatcd  in  our  marquee,  with  fevcral  of  our  inti- 
mate friends,  and  Tome  llrarigers,  who  were  all 
in  the  grcatcft  good  humour  imaginable,  and  ex- 
hibiting a  degree  of  compoliare  that  the  favage 
defigning  countenance  of  TamaaJimotoo  could  not 
even  alFed.  Not  the  leaft  difficulty  could  arifc 
in  diltinguilliing  this  chief  from  the  reft  of  the 
company,  as  liis  appearance  and  deportment  were 
a  complete  contraft  to  the  furrounding  group, 
and  confirmed  in  our  opinions  the  unworthinefs 
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of  his  charadcr,  and  every  report  to  his  difad- 
vantage  that  had  been  circulated  by  his  country- 
men. 

Our  firft  falutatlon  being  over,  he  caught  the 
earlieft  opportunity  to  otFer  an  apology  for  the 
offence  that  had  fo  juftly  kept  us  ftrangcrs  to  each 
other.  He  complained  of  having  been  very  ill 
treated  by  the  crews  of  fome  veiTcls  that  had  vi- 
fited  Tocaigh  bay,  and  particularly  of  his  having 
been  beaten  by  Mr.  Metcalf,  commanding  the 
Eleonora,  at  the  time  when  his  Ion,  who  af'-^r- 
wards  had  the  command  of  the  Fair  American, 
was  on  board  the  former  vcflel ;  and  allcdged, 
that  the  indignities  he  then  received  h  .d  ftimu- 
iated  him  to  have  recourfe  to  the  favage  barla- 
rity,  before  recited,  towards  the  yo'.nger  Mr. 
Metcalf  and  his  people,  by  a  fentimen-  ot  rcfent- 
ment  and  revenge ;  but  that  he  entertained  no 
iuch  wicked  dcfigns  againft  any  one  elfc ;  and 
that  his  future  behaviour,  and  that  of  his  depen- 
dants, would  confirm  the  truth  of  the  proteila- 
tions  he  then  made.  After  calling  upon  the  fc- 
veral  chiefs  to  vouch  for  the  fincerity  of  his  in- 
tentions, and  making  every  concefiion  that  could 
be  expelled  of  b'-  for  uls  latc  unpardonable 
conduct,  his  apprchenrions  fecmcd  to  liibfide,  as 
his  friends  appeared  to  %\vc  him  credit  for  his  af- 
fertions,  and  came  forward  as  furctics  for  the  pro- 
priety of  his  future  bchuviour. 

This 
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This  fubjcd  havIiTg  been  fully  difcuiled,  I  lliook 
TamaaJimotoo  by  the  hand  as  a  token  of  my  for- 
givencls  and  reconciliation  ;  and  on  confirming 
this  friendly  difpofition  towards  him  by  prefent- 
ing  him  with  a  few  ufeful  articles,  approbation 
and  applaufc  were  evidently  marked  in  the  coun- 
tenance of  every  one  prefcnt.  ,    , 
By  the  time  this  conciliatory  interview  was  at 
an  end,  the  dinner  was  announced  ;  and  as  our 
confccrated  pork  was  exhaufted,  Tamaalimaah  had 
taken  care  to  provide  fuch  a  repaft,  confifling  of 
dogs,  fifli,  fowls,  and  vegetables,  as  was  fuitable 
to  the  keen  appetites  of  our  numerous  guefts, 
The  day  was  devoted  to  mirth  and  felHvity;  and 
the  king,  Tcrry-my-tcc,  Tahovumotoo,  Ttaniia,  and 
indeed,  all  cur  old  acquaintances,  took  their  w  inc 
and  grog  with  great  chcerfuhiefs,  and  in   their 
jokes  did  not  fpare  our  new  vifitor  Tiimaalimoloo^ 
for  his  aukwardncfs  and  ungraceful   manners  at 
tabic. 

The  fflafs  went  freely  round  after  dinner;  and 
as  this  ceremony  was  completely  within  the  reach 
of  Tamaahmoioo  s  imitation,  he  was  anxious  to  ex- 
cel in  this  accomplillnnent,  by  drinking  v.ith  lef^ 
refervc  than  any  one  at  table.  I  thought  it  pro- 
per to  remind  him,  tliat  as  lie  was  not  in  the  ha- 
bit of  drinking  j'pirituous  liquors  like  Tamaali- 
vianh  and  the  other  chiefs  prclent,  it  was  necef- 
liiry  he  iliould  be  upon  his  guard,  Icil  the  wine 
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and  grog  Ihould  difagrec  with  him ;  but  as  his 
fpirits  became  exhilarated  he  became  lefs  atten- 
tive to  thefe  admonitions,  until  the  operation  of 
the  hquors  obliged  him  to  retire.     In  this  ftate  it 
is  not  poffible  to  imagine  a  countenance  more 
expreffive  of  indignation  or  of  favage  barbarity 
and  rcfentment ;  his  eyes  were  fixed  on  me  as  he 
was  carried  out  of  the  marquee,  whiift  his  tongue, 
no  longer  confined  within  his  lips,  indi{l:in<^lly 
uttered  attoon-aiini,  fignifying  that  I  had  poifoned 
.  him  ;  and  fome  prefent,  even  of  our  old  acquain- 
tance, fcemed  to  be  a  little   concerned  for  his 
fafety.    The  king,  however,  laughed  at  their  ap- 
prehenfion,  and  explained  to  them  the  caufc  of 
Tamaalimotoo  s  indifpofition,  which,  by  the  afiif- 
tancc  of  a  little  warm  water,  was  ahiioil  inflantly 
.  recovered,    and   he    rejoined  our  party,   to  the 
great  entertainment  and  diverfion  of  his  country- 
,  men,    who   were   Hill   very  plcafantly   regaling 
themfelves,  and  in  the  pcrfccl  enjoyment  of  each 
other's  fociety. 

In  the  front  of  the  marquee,  feated  on  the 
ground,  were  two  or  three  of  Tamaahmoioo  s  moll 
confidential  friends  and  conllant  attendants.  The 
behaviour  of  thefe  people,  on  their  mafter  being 
taken  from  table,  fuddenly  changed,  from  the 
moll:  unreferved  vivacity  to  a  fufpicious  iilence  ; 
,  their  eyes  fparklcd,  and  their  countenances  were 
expreffive  of  dillruil  and  rcfentment;  one  of  them 
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In  particular,  who  I  had  not  obferved  before  to 
be  armed,  had  with  him  a  dagger,  made  out  of 
the  broad  part  of  an  iron  fpit,  which  he  handled 
"with  great  agitation,  and  feemed  to  be  more  than 
half  inclined  to  make  ufe  of  it,  to  gratify  the  re- 
venge that  was  ftruggling  within  his  breaft.  This 
man  contended,  in  a  fhort  converfation  with 
Tamaalimaahy  that  Tamnahmotoo  '<ad  been  given 
a  different  bottle  to  drink  out  of  from  the  reft  of 
the  company  ;  but  on  the  king  and  other  perfons 
drinking  fonie  wine  from  the  fame  bottle,  he  be- 
came pacified ;  and  the  recovery  of  the  intoxi- 
cated chief  completely  did  away  his  fufpicions  of 
our  having  entertained  towards  his  mafter  any 
unfavorable  intentions. 

On  this  occafion,  however,  I  could  not  avoid 
rcfleding,  how  indifpen/ably  neceflary  it  is,  that 
the  grcateft  clrcumfpe(5tion  and  caution  fliould  be 
obferved  in  our  intcrcourfc  with  fuch  ilrangers, 
unaccuftomcd  to  our  manners  and  way  of  life  ; 
becaufe  it  may  frequently  happen,  that  the  moft 
difaftrous  and  fatal  confequcnces  may  arlfc  from 
caufcs  the  leall:  to  be  apprehended,  and  in  them- 
felvcs  of  the  moil  innocent  nature.  Notwith- 
llanding  that  in  the  inllancc  before  us  nothing 
imcomfortable  took  place,  yet  I  was  firmly  per- 
jfuaded  that  we  were  greatly  indebted  for  our  tran- 
qyillity,  on  this  occafion,  to  the  great  refpcdt  and 
cftcem  which  our  conduit  towards  thcfe  people 
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had  previoufly  infured  us ;  but  had  it  unfortu- 
nately fo  happened,  that  TattumJimotoo  had  died 
under  the  effeds  of  the  liquor  to  which  his  con- 
flitution  was  unufed,  and  of  which  he  had  drank 
inordinately,  our  having  poifoned  him  would 
have  been  generally  received  as  a  fad: ;  whence 
the  natives,  naturally  concluding  that  we  had 
been  guilty  of  the  moft  unwarrantable  treachery, 
they  would  have  been  pardonable  in  fecking  re- 
venge ;  and  under  fuch  impreffions  ought  rather 
to  have  been  confidered  as  intitled  to  our  pity  for 
being  miilaken ;  than  to  our  refentment  for  any 
adts  of  injury  which  the  mifunderftanding  might 
have  occafioned. 

The  convocation  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the 
ifland  by  the  royal  mandate,  failed  not  to  alTemblc 
at  the  fame  time  moft  of  the  perfons  of  con- 
fequcnce  of  both  fcxes,  who  took  up  their  refi- 
dcncc  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood  ;  which 
became  fo  populous,  that  there  was  fcarccly  a 
place  where  u  temporary  habitation  could  be 
crcdcd  that  remained  unoccupied,  cfpccially  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  two  principal  villages  of  Ka-< 
kooa  and  Kowrowa.     Their  numbers  amounted 
now  to  fcvcral  thoufands,  whofe  cheerful   good 
humour,  cagcrnefs  to  oblige,  and  orderly  beha- 
viour, could  not  W  furpallcd   by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  moll  clvili/cd  country.     The   days  pafled 
plcafantly  to  tlnyfc  who  devoted  them  to  inno- 
cent 
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cent  amufements,  and  profitably  to  others  who 
were  engaged  in  bartering  away  the  merchandize 
they  had  brought,  to  exchange  for  our  more  va- 
luable commodities  ;  whilft  thofe  of  our  fociety 
who  extended  their  recreation  on  fliorc,  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  bay,  were  received  with  the 
greateft  hofpitality,  and  entertained  with  the  ge- 
neral amufements  of  the  country  ;  which  ren- 
dered thefe  excurfions  not  Icfs  interefling  than 
contributory  to  health. 

The  evenings  were  generally  clofed  with  ring- 
ing and  dancing,  and  the  nights  were  as  quiet  as 
the  moft  orderly  towns  in  Europe  ;  though  it  was 
a  late  liour  moft  commonly  before  they  retired 
to  reft.  The  fpace  between  fun-fet  and  that 
time  was  employed  by  fome  parties  in  focial  con- 
vcrfation,  and  by  others  at  various  games  of 
chance ;  and  I  did  not  obferve  a  fnigle  inftance 
in  which  thefe  were  conducted,  even  by  the 
Infers,  but  with  the  greateft  temper  and  good 
humour.  •      ,.=/■ 

Dcfirous  of  being  conftantly  upon  the  fpot;, 
left  any  untoward  circumftance  fliould  arife  to 
interrupt  the  happinefs  we  enjoyed,  my  excur- 
fions were  confined  to  a  fmall  diftance  from  our 
encampment.  This  however  did  not  preclude 
my  attending  Ibme  of  their  evening  amufements 
in  our  neighbourhood.  At  one  of  which,  in  par- 
ticular, l.was  very  well  entertained.  .-  • 
..  V  Thla 
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This  was  a  performance  by  a  finglc  young 
woman  of  the  name  of  Puckoo,  whofe  perfon  and 
manners  were  both  very  agreeable.  Her  drefs, 
notwithftanding  the  heat  of  the  weather,  con- 
fifted  of  an  immenfc  quantity  of  thin  cloth,  which 
was  wound  round  her  waift,  and  extended  as  low 
as  her  knees.  This  was  plaited  in  fuch  a  mannex 
as  to  give  a  pretty  eficd:  to  the  variegated  pattern 
of  the  cloth ;  and  was  otherwife  difpofed  with 
great  tafte.  Her  head  and  neck  were  decorated 
with  wreaths  of  black,  red,  and  yellow  feathers ; 
but  excepting  thefe  flie  wore  no  drefs  from  the 
waift  upwards.  Her  ancles,  and  nearly  half  way 
up  her  legs,  were  decorated  with  feveral  folds  of 
cloth,  widening  upwards,  fo  that  the  upper  parts 
extended  from  the  leg  at  leaft  four  inches  all 
round ;  this  was  encompaffed  by  a  piece  ot  net 
work,  wrought  very  clofe,  from  the  meflies  of 
which  were  hung  the  fmall  teeth  of  dogs,  giving 
this  part  of  her  drefs  the  appearance  of  an  orna- 
mented funnel.  On  her  wrifts  flie  wore  bracelets 
miidc  of  the  tufks  from  the  largeft  hogs.  Thefe 
were  highly  poliflied  and  fixed  clofe  together  in  a 
ring,  the  concave  fides  of  the  tufks  being  out- 
wards ;  and  their  ends  reduced  to  an  uniform 
length,  curving  naturally  each  way  trom  the 
centre,  were  by  no  means  dcftitutc  of  ornamen- 
tal effe  61. 

Thus  equipped,  her  appearance  on  the  ftage, 
Vol.  V.  F  before 
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before  fhc  uttered  a  fingle  word,  excited  con- 
fiderable  applaufe  from  the  numerous  fpedators, 
who  obferved  the  greateft  good  order  and  deco- 
rum. In  her  performance,  which  was  in  the 
open  air,  fhe  was  accompanied  by  two  men,  who 
were  feated  on  the  ground  in  the  charafter  of 
muficians.  Their  inftruments  were  both  alike, 
and  were  made  of  the  outfides  or  fhells  of  large 
gourds,  open  at  the  top  ;  the  lower  ends  ground 
perfedly  flat,  and  as  thin  as  poflible,  without  en- 
dangering their  fplitting.  Thefe  were  ftruck  on 
the  ground,  covered  with  a  fmali  quantity  of 
dried  grafs,  and  in  the  interval  between  each 
ftroke,  they  beat  with  their  hands  and  fingers  on 
the  fides  of  thefe  inftruments,  to  accompany  their 
vocal  exertions,  which,  with  the  various  motions 
of  their  hands  and  body,  and  the  vivacity  of  their 
countenances,  plainly  demonftratcd  the  intercft 
they  had,  not  only  in  excelling  in  their  own  parts, 
but  alfo  in  the  applaufe  which  the  lady  acquired 
by  her  performance,  advancing  or  retreating  from 
the  muficians  a  few  fhort  fteps  in  various  direc- 
tions, as  the  nature  of  the  fubjedl,  and  the  nu- 
merous geftures  and  motions  of  her  pcrfon  de- 
manded. Her  fpeech,  or  poem,  was  firft  began 
in  a  flow,  and  fbmewhat  folemn  manner,  and 
gradually  became  energetic,  probably  as  the  iiib- 
jedt  matter  became  intercfting  ;  until  at  length, 
like  a  true  adlrefs,  the  livelinefs  of  her  imagina- 
;  tion 
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tion  produced  a  vociferous  oration,  accornpanicd 
by  violent  emotions.  Thefe  were  received  with 
fliouts  of  great  applaufe  ;  and  although  we  were 
not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  language  to 
comprehend  the  fubjed,  yet  we  could  not  help 
being  pleafed  in  a  high  degree  with  the  perform^ 
ance.  The  mufic  and  finging  was  by  no  means 
difcordant  or  unplealing  ;  many  of  the  actions 
feemed  to  be  well  adapted,  and  the  attitudes  ex- 
hibited both  tafte  and  elegance.  The  fatisfaction 
we  derived  at  this  public  entertainment,  was 
greatly  increafed  by  the  refpectful  reception  we 
met  from  all  parties,  as  well  performers  as  fpecta- 
tors,  who  appeared  to  be  infinitely  more  delight- 
ed by  our  plaudits,  than  by  the  liberal  donations 
which  we  made  on  the  occafion. 

Thefe  amufements  had  hitherto  been  confined 
to  fuch  limited  performances  ;  but  this  aftcrnoori 
was  to  be  dedicated  to  one  of  a  more  fplendid 
nature,  in  which  fome  ladies  of  confequence,  at- 
tendants on  the  court  of  Tamaakmaah,  were  to 
perform  tlie  principal  parts.  Great  pains  had 
been  taken,  and  they  had  gone  through  many 
private  rehearfals,  in  order  that  the  exhibition  this 
evening  might  be  worthyof  the  public  attention; 
on  the  conclufion  of  which  I  purpofcd  by  a  dif- 
play  of  fire- works,  to  make  a  return  for  the  ei:\- 
tertainment  they  had  afforded  us. 

About  four  o'clock,  we  were  informed  it  was 
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time  to  attend  the  royal  dames ;  their  theatre, 
or  rather  place  of  exhibition,  was  about  a  mile  to 
the  fouthward  of  our  tents,  in  a  fmall  Iquarc, 
"furrounded  by  houfes  and  fheltered  by  trees ;  a 
fituation  as  well  chofen  for  the  performance,  as  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  fpedtators ;  who,  on  a 
moderate  computation,  could  not  be  eftimated  at 
lefs  than  four  thoufand,  of  all  ranks  and  defcrip- 
tions  of  perfons. 

A  difference  in  point  of  drefs  had  been  ob- 
ferved  in  the  audience  at  the  former  entertain- 
ment, but  on  this  occafion  every  one  flione  forth 
in  the  beft  apparel  that  could  be  procured  ;  thofe 
who  had  been  fuccefsful  in  their  commercial 
tranfadlions  with  us,  did  not  fail  to  appear  in  the 
beft  attire  they  had  procured  ;  and  fuch  as  were 
deftitute  of  European  articles,  had  exerted  their 
genius  to  fubftitute  the  manufadure  and  produc- 
tions of  their  own  country  in  the  moft  fafhionable 
and  advantageous  manner.  Feathered  ruffs,  and 
gartering  tape  in  wreaths,  adprned  the  ladies* 
heads,  and  were  alfo  worn  as  necklaces ;  red 
cloth,  printed  linen,  or  that  of  their  own  manu- 
fadurc,  conflituted  the  lower  garment,  which 
extended  from  the  waift  to  the  knees.  The  men 
likcwifc  had  put  on  their  beft  maros;  fo  that  the 
whole  prcft'ntcd  a  very  gay  and  lively  fpecftacle. 

On  our  arrival,  fome  of  our  friends  were  pleafed 
to  be  a  little  jocular  with  our  appearance  at  fo  un- 
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fafhlonable  an  hour,  having  come  much  too  early 
for  the  reprefentation ;  but  as  we  were  admitted 
into  the  green  room  amongft  the  performers,  our 
time  was  not  unpleafantly  engaged.  The  drefs  of 
the  adlreifes  was  fomething  like  that  worn  by 
Puckoo,  though  made  of  fuperior  materials,  and 
difpofcd  with  more  tafte  and  elegance.  A  very 
confiderable  quantity  of  their  fineft  cloth  was 
prepared  for  the  occafion ;  of  this  their  lower 
garment  was  formed,  which  extended  from  their 
waift  half  way  down  their  legs,  and  was  fo  plait- 
ed as  to  appear  very  much  like  a  hoop  petticoat. 
This  feemed  the  moft  difficult  part  of  their  drefs 
to  adjuit,  for  Tamaahmaah,  who  was  confidercd 
to  be  a  profound  critic,  was  frequently  appealed 
to  by  the  women,  and  his  directions  were  impli- 
citly followed  in  many  little  alterations.  Inftead 
of  the  ornaments  of  cloth  and  net- work  decorated 
with  dogs'  teeth,  thefe  ladies  had  each  a  green 
wreath  made  of  a  kind  of  bind  weed,  twifted  to- 
gether in  different  parts  like  a  rope,  which  was 
wound  round  from  the  ankle,  nearly  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  petticoat.  On  tlieir  wrifts  they  wore- 
no  bracelets  nor  other  ornaments,  but  acrofs  their 
necks  and  lliouldcrs  were  green  fallics,  very  nicely 
made,  with  the  broad  leaves  of  the  tree,  a  plant 
that  produces  a  very  lufcious  fwcct  root,  the  fizc 
of  a  yam*.  This  part  of  their  drcfi  wai>  put  on 
'     ^^  *  Vide  Cook's  lafl  Voyu^^c.  '  , 
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the  laft  by  each  of  the  adrefTcs ;  and  the  party 
being  now  fully  attired,  the  king  and  queen,  who 
had  been  prefent  the  whole  time  of  their  dref- 
iing,  were  obliged  to  withdraw,  greatly  to  the 
mortification  of  the  latter,  who  would  gladly 
have  taken  her  part  as  a  performer,  in  which  flic 
was  reputed  to  excel  very  highly.  But  the  royal 
pair  were  compelled  to  retire,  even  from  the  ex- 
hibition, as  they  are  prohibited  by  law  from  at- 
tending fuch  amufemcnts,  excepting  on  the  (cf- 
tival  of  the  new  year.  Indeed,  the  performance 
of  this  day  was  contrary  to  the  eftabllfhed  rules 
of  the  ifland,  but  being  intended  as  a  compliment 
to  us,  the  innovation  was  admitted. 

As  their  majefties  withdrew,  the  ladies  of  rank, 
and  the  principal  chiefs,  began  to  make  their 
appearance.  The  reception  of  the  former  by  the 
multitude  was  marked  by  a  degree  of  refped; 
that  I  had  not  before  feen  amongft  any  inhabi- 
tants of  the  countries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The 
audience  aflembled  at  this  time  were  (landing  in 
rows,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  deep,  fo  clofc 
as  to  touch  each  other;  but  thefe  ladies  no 
fooner  approached  their  rear,  in  any  accidental 
direction,  than  a  paflage  was  inftantly  made  for 
them  and  their  attendants  to  pafs  through  in  the 
moft  commodious  manner  to  their  refpectivc  fla- 
tions,  where  they  feated  themfelves  on  the 
ground,  which  was  covered  with  mats,  in  the 
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moft  advantageous  fituation  for  feeing  and  hear- 
ing the  performers.  Moft  of  thefe  ladies  were  of 
a  corpulent  form,  which,  aflifted  by  their  ftately 
gait,  the  dignity  with  which  they  moved,  and 
the  number  of  their  pages,  who  followed  with 
fans  to  court  the  refrefliing  breeze,  or  with  fly- 
flaps  to  difperfe  the  ofl:*ending  infects,  announced 
their  conlequence  as  the  wives,  daughters,  flfters, 
or  other  near  relations  of  the  principal  chiefs, 
who  however  experienced  no  fuch  marks  of  re- 
fpect  or  attention  themfelves  ;  being  obliged  to 
make  their  way  through  the  fpcctators  in  the 
beft  manner  they  were  able.  -.  », 

The  time  devoted  to  the  decoration  of  the  ac- 
treffes  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  quiet 
patience  of  the  audience,  who  exclaimed  two  or 
three  times,  from  all  quarters,  "  HooraJi,  Jioorahy 
poallealcc,  fignifying,  that  it  would  be  dark  and^ 
black  night  before  the  performance  would  begin. 
But  the  audience  here,  like  fimilar  ones  in  other 
countries,  attending  with  a  pre-difpofition  to  be 
pleafed,  was  in  good  humour,  and  was  eaiily  ap- 
peafed,  by  the  addrefs  of  our  faithful  and  devoted 
friend  Trywhookee,  who  was  the  conductor  of 
the  ceremonies,  and  fole  manager  on  this  occa- 
fion.  He  came  forward,  and  apologized  by  a 
fpecch  that  produced  a  general  laugh,  and  cauf- 
ing  the  mufic  to  begin,  we  heard  no  further  mur- 
murs. 
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The  band  confifted  of  five  men,  all  Handing 
up,  each  with  a  highly-polifhcd  woodeii  fjcur  in 
the  left,  and  a  fmall  piece  of  the  fame  m.  ;  ria), 
equally  well  finiflied,  in  the  right  hand  ;  with 
this  they  beat  on  the  fpcar,  as  an  accompani- 
ment to  their  voices  in  fongs,  that  varied  both  as 
to  time  and  meafure,  efpecially  the  latter ;  yet 
their  voices,  and  the  founds  produced  from  their 
rude  inftruments,  which  differed  according  to 
the  place  on  which  the  tapering  fpear  was  ftruck, 
appeared  to  accord  very  well.  Having  engaged 
us  a  Ihort  time  in  this  vocal  performance,  the 
court  ladies  made  their  appearance,  and  were 
received  with  lliouts  of  the  greateft  applaufe., 
The  muficians  retired  a  few  paces,  and  the  ac- 
trelTes  took  their  ftation  before  them. 

The  heroine  of  the  piece,  which  confifted  of 
four  parts  or  a<5ls,  had  once  fhared  the  affections 
and  embraces  of  Tamaalunaah,  but  was  now 
rtiarried  to  an  inferior  chief,  whofe  occupation 
in  the  houfehold  was  that  of  the  charge  of  the 
king's  apparel.  This  lady  was  diftinguiflied  by 
a  green  wreath  round  the  crown  of  the  head ; 
next  to  her  was  the  captive  daughter  of  Ti/eeree; 
the  third  a  younger  lifter  to  the  queen,  the  wife 
of  CrymamahoOf  who  being  of  the  moft  exalted 
rank  ftood  in  the  middle.  On  each  fide  of  thefe 
were  two  of  inferior  quality,  making  in  all  fc\tn 
adreffes.     They  drew  thcmfclvcs  up  in  a  line 
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fronting  that  fide  of  the  fquare  that  was  occupied 
by  the  ladies  of  quaUty  and  the  chiefs.  Thefc 
were  completely  detached  from  the  populace, 
not  by  any  partition,  but,  as  it  were,  by  the  re- 
fpedful  confent  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  affem- 
bly ;  not  one  of  which  trefpafled  or  produced 
the  leaft  inconvenience.  ' 

This  reprefentation,  like  that  before  attempted 
to  be  defcribed,  was  a  compound  of  fpeaking  and 
fmging ;  the  fubjedl  of  which  was  enforced  by 
appropriate  geflures  and  actions.  The  piece  was 
in  honor  of  a  captive  princefs,  whofe  name  was 
CrycowaiUeneaoiv ;  and  on  her  name  bemg  pro- 
nounced, every  one  prefent,  men  as  well  as  wo- 
men, who  wore  any  ornaments  above  their  waift, 
were  obliged  to  take  them  off,  though  the  cap- 
tive lady  was  at  Icall  iixty  miles  diftant.  This 
mark  of  refpcdl  was  unobferved  by  the  actrciTcs 
whilft  engaged  in  the  performance  ;  but  the  in- 
ftant  any  one  fat  down,  or  at  the  clofe  of  the 
act,  they  were  alfo  obliged  to  comply  with  this 
my ftcrious  ceremony. 

The  variety  of  attitudes  into  which  thcfe  wo- 
men threw  themfeivcs,  with  the  rapidity  of  their 
action,  refembled  no  amufcnicnt  in  anv  other 
part  of  the  world  within  my  knowiedoc,  by  u 
comparifon  with  which  I  might  be  enabled  to 
convey  fome  idea  of  the  ftagc  etiect  this  produced, 
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particulatly  :n  the  three  firft  parts,  in  which 
there  appeared  much  correfpondence  and  har- 
mony between  the  tone  of  their  voices,  and  the 
difplay  of  their  limbs.     One  or  two  of  the  per- 
formers being  not  quite  fo  perfect  as  the  reft, 
afforded    us   an    opportunity    of  exerciilng  our 
judgment  by  comparifon ;  and  it  rauft  be  con- 
felfed,  that  the  ladies  who  moft  excelled,  exhi- 
bited a  degree  of  graceful  action,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  which  it  is  difficult  to  account*. 
•.    In  each  of  thefe  firft  parts  the  fongs,  attitudes^ 
and  actions,  appeared  to  me  of  greater  variety 
than  I  had  before  noticed  amongft  the  people  of 
the  great  South  Sea  nation,  on  any  former  occa- 
fion.     The   whole,  though  I  am  unequal  to  its 
defcription,  was  fupported  with  a  wonderful  de- 
gree of  fpirit  and  vivacity ;  fo  much  indeed  that 
Ibme  of  their  exertions  were  made  with  fuch  a 
degree  of  agitating  violence,  as  fecmed  to  carry 
the  performers  beyond  what  their  ftrength  was 
able  to  fuftain;  and  had  the  performance  finifhed 
with  the  third  act,  we  fhould  have  retired  from 
their  theatre  with  a  much  higher  idea  of  the  moral 
tendency  of  their  drama,  than  was  conveyed  by 
the  ofFenfive,  libidinous  fcene,  exhibited  by  the 
ladies  in  the  concluding  part.     The  language  of 
the  fong,   no  doubt,  correfponded  with  the  ob- 
Icenity  of  their  actions ;  which  were  carried  to  a 
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degree  of  extravagance  that  was  calculated  to 
produce  nothing  but  difguft  even  in  the  moft  li- 
centious.       • 

This  hooarah  occupied  about  an  hour,  and 
conchidcd  with  the  defcending  fun,  it  being  con- 
trary to  law  that  fuch  reprefcntations  Ihould 
continue  after  that  time  of  day.  The  fpectators 
inftantly  retired  in  the  moft  orderly  manner,  and 
difperfed  in  the  greatcft  good  humour ;  appa- 
rently highly  delighted  with  the  entertainment 
they  had  received.  But  as  the  gratification  I 
had  promifcd  on  this  occafion  required  the  ab- 
fcncc  of  light,  and  could  not  be  exhibited  to  ad- 
\  antagc  until  a  late  hour,  the  multitude  were 
permitted  to  re-allemble  in  our  neighbourhood 
loon  afterwards  for  this  purpofe. 

Our  exhibition  commenced  about  fcvcn  in  the 
evening,  and  as  we  ftill  poilblfed  a  confidcrable 
variety  of  fire- works  in  a  tolerably  good  Hate  of 
prefervation,  an  ample  alTortment  was  provided  ; 
and  on  being  thrown  off,  they  produced  from 
the  cxpectino;  multitude  fuch  acclamations  of 
furprizc  and  admiration  from  all  quarters,  as  mav 
be  eafily  imagined  to  arife  from  the  feelings  of 
perfons  totally  unacquainted  with  objects  of  fuch 
an  extraordinary  nature.  Tamaalimaah  fired  the 
two  firft  rockets ;  but  there  were  only  one  or 
two  of  the  chiefs  who  had  courage  fufficient  to 
follow  his  example  ;  and  it  was  obfcrved  amongft 
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thofe  who  were  near  us  at  the  time,  that  ir  thefe 
appreheniion  was  more  predominant  than  plca- 
fure.  The  whole  concluded  with  fome  excellent 
Bengal  lights,  which  illuminating  the  neighbour- 
hood to  a  great  diflance,  almoft  equal  to  the 
return  of  day,  feemed  to  produce  more  general 
fatisfaction  than  the  preceding  part  of  the  exhi- 
bition ;  and  on  its  being  announced,  that  the  light 
was  fliewn  to  conduct  them  fafely  to  their  re- 
fpective  habitations,  the  crowd  retired ;  and  in 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  the  ufual  ftillnefs  of  the 
night  was  fo  completely  reftored,  that  it  would 
rather  have  been  imagined  there  had  not  been  a 
fmgle  ftrangcr  in  our  neighbourhood,  than  that 
thoufands  had  fo  recently  departed. 

As  the  number  of  thefe  ftrangers  had  increaf- 
ed,  fo  a  gradual  augmentation  of  the  king's 
nightly  guard  had  taken  place  ;  but  on  this  even- 
ing the  guards  were  at  lead  doubled,  and  in 
number  amounted  to  about  forty,  armed  with 
pallaloos  and  iron  daggers,  and  llationed  in  dif- 
ferent places  about  the  royal  rcfidence. 

This  having  been  the  twelfth  day's  abfence  of 
Mr.  Menzics  and  his  party,  and  having  far  ex- 
ceeded the  limits  of  time  that  1  expected  their 
propofed  excurfion  could  have  required,  1  began 
to  be  anxious  Icll  fome  accident  or  indifpofition 
had  detained  tliem  in  the  interior  country  (being 
perfectly   fatisficd   that  there  was  not  the  lead 
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danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  natives)  efpe- 
cially  as  I  had  received  only  one  note  from  the 
party,  and  that  on  the  commencement  of  their 
journey  from  the  fouth  point  of  the  illand ;  and 
although  their  excurfion  had  not  at  that  time 
been  attended  with  the  expedition  I  could  have 
wiflied,  yet  I  had  reafon  before  now  to  have  ex- 
pected their  return. 

The  period  of  our   departure  being  faft  ap- 
proaching, in  order  that  we  might  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  fail  on  the  arrival  of  the  party,  I  dire6led 
that  every  thing  fliould  be   prepared  the  next 
morning,  Thurfday  the  20th,  for  embarking  fuch 
matters  as  we  had  on  fliore.     Moll  of  the  prin- 
cipal chiefs  having,  as  ufual,  joined  our  party  at 
breakfaft,  the  higheft  fatlsfadion  and  admiration 
was  expreiled  at  the  exhibition   that   clofed  the 
entertainments  of  the  preceding  day  ;  whilfl  the 
preparations  that  were  making  for  our  departure 
occafioncd  a  univcrfal  rcijrct.   It  was  well  known 
that  I  bad  already  exceeded  the  time  of  my  in- 
tended llay,  and  that  the  hour  would  come  wiieii 
a  feparation  nuift  inevita-  ';,  taL     place,  and  pro- 
bably never  to  meet  again.      Such  were  the  to- 
pics of  (uir  convcrfation  ronnd  the  bri:ikfafl  table, 
when   information  was   broushl  that  a  c<irtrid-G;c 
box,  which  the  fcntinel  had  fuffercd  to  lie  care- 
lefsly  al5out,   had  been  Itolcn  from  on  board  the 
Chatham.      On    this    unplcafant    circumilancc 
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being  firft  reported,   Tamaahmaah  ieemed  to  be 
indifferent  as  to  its  recovery  ;  alledging  that  the 
fentinel  had  been  much  in  fault  in  not  having 
taken  proper  care  of  his  accoutrements.      His 
reafoning  was  undoubtedly  correct,  and  I  would 
willingly  have  paiTed  the  tranfgrellion  unnoticed, 
rather  than  have  rifked  the  chance  of  any  intcr- 
raption  to  our  prefent  harmony,  had  not    the 
uniform  negative  that  I  had  put  upon  every  feli- 
citation from  thefc  people,  for  arms  or  ammuni- 
tion, and  which  was  only  to  be  fupported  by  fay- 
ing, that  all  fuch  articles  belonged  to  His  Mr.- 
jelly  King  George,  and  that  they  were   llridly 
tabooed,  rendered   it  abfolutely  nccefTary  that  I 
^ould  infifl  on  the  reflitution  of  the  thing  Holen. 
The  converfation  that  this  unlucky  incident 
produced   drew  for  a  fliort  time  a  veil  of  gloom 
over  the   cheerfulnefs  which  had  generally  pre- 
vailed ;  and  although  this  was  extremely  unplea- 
fant  at  fo  intcreO'ing  a  period,  it   was  attended 
with  the  good  effcd  oi  Simulating  the  king  to 
fend  Ka/ioiv77iotoo  in  qucft  of  the   cartridge  box, 
who,  in  about  half  an  hour  brought  it  to  us.    It 
had  been  found  in  the  houfe  of  CavahceroO;  the 
chief  of  the  dif.rid:!  of  Kaoo,   and  the  principal 
perfon  at  the  village  Kovvrowa  ;  but  of  the  thief, 
who  was  a  woman,  no  tidings  could  be  procured; 
as  fhe  had  either  made  her  efcape,  or  was  pro- 
teetcd  under  the  peculiar  privileges  with  which 

that 
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that  village  is  endowed,  in  giving  protediou  ta 
offenders  of  various  defcriptions,  whilft  they  re- 
main within  its  precinds. 

The  accoutrement,  however,  being  rcftorcd, 
with  its  contents  undiminiihed  and  in  good  order, 
all  parties  were  inftantly  reconciled,  and  our  (b- 
ciety  brought  back,  to  its  former  ftandard  of  har- 
mony and  good  fpirits ;  though  it  was  apparent 
that  the  latter  had  received  fome  little  check,  in 
confcquence  of  the  indications  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  our  departure,  by  the  removal  of  our 
fevcral  matters  from  the  fhore  to  the  vefTels. 

In  the  afternoon  intelligence  was  brought  that 
our  travellers  had  reached  the  fummit  of  Mowna 
Roa,  and  that  they  were  on  their  way  back ;  but, 
from  the  native  who  brought  us  this  information, 
it  appeared,  that  they  would  yet  be  fome  days 
before  they  arrived,  as  they  intended  to  return  by 
land,  and  the  roads  they  had  to  pafs  were  very 
indifferent. 

Having  refumed  my  refidence  on  board  the 
fiiip,  I  was  on  Friday  the  2lft  complimented 
with  a  formal  vifit  from  all  the  great  pcrfonages 
in  the  neighbourhood,  except  Cavaheeroo ;  who, 
having  accepted  the  llolen  cartridge  box,  I  con- 
fidercd  as  an  acceflary  in  the  thefc,  and  on  that 
account  I  v^'ould  not  permit  him  to  enter  the 
Ihlp.  This  exception  was  no  fmall  mortification 
to  his  pride,  nor  difappointment  to  his  intercfl. 
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as  none  of  his  aflbciatcs  returned  to  the  Ihore 
without  a  handfome  token  of  my  cflcem.  Ta- 
maahmotoo,  and  his  retinue,  though  lefs  deferving 
of  fuch  marks  of  attention,  and  with  little  claim 
to  any  acknowledgment  from  me,  were  not 
omitted,  but  received  fuch  prefents  as  their  re- 
fpedive  conditions  and  the  occafion  feemed  to 
demand.  With  this  party  had  come  a  daughter 
of  Tamaalimaahf  about  nine  years  of  age.  She 
had  not  vifited  us  when  we  were  here  before, 
nor  had  we  ever  feen  her  until  the  arrival  of  Ta- 
viaahmotoo,  to  whofe  charge  file  had  fome  time 
fmce  been  entrufted  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
educated  and  brought  up  agreeably  to  the  cuftom 
ofthefe  iflands.  She  bore  a  flriking  likenefs  to 
her  father,  and  though  far  from  being  handfome, 
had  an  cxpreiTive  intelligent  countenance,  and 
was  a  very  cheerful  and  engaging  girl. 

All  the  chiefs  that  were  expeded  being  now 
aflemblcd,  I  inquired  of  the  king  when  the  pro- 
pofcd  voluntary  ceffion  of  the  ifland  was  to  be 
confirmed.  A  fhort  convcrfation  immediately 
took  place  between  TatHaalimaaJi  and  lome  of 
his  counrdlors  then  prefent ;  the  refult  of  which 
was,  that  as  a  iahoo-poory  was  to  commence  on 
the  evening  of  the  enfuing  Sunday,  and  would 
continue  -v  til  j  ucftlay  morning,  they  were  una- 
nimoufly  cf  opinion,  t?;ut  it  would  be  hlglily 
proper  to  einhiace  tliat  opportunity  of  rcconfult- 
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ing  the  prielh,  that  each  might  be  fully  fatlsfied 
with  the  propriety  of  the  meaiurc  they  were 
about  to  adopt.  Tumaahmaah  at  the  liime  time 
requefted  that  I  would  attend  him  at  the  grand 
morai  during  the  interdidion. 

This  was  a  reply  that  I  did  not  altogether  like, 
nor  did  I  expedl  it,  as  they  were  all  convinced 
how  anxious  I  now  w^as  to  take  my  departure. 
A  final  appeal  to  th'e  pricfts,  however,  I  was  given 
to  underftand,  could  not  be  difpenfed  with  ;  and 
as  there  was  little  probability  of  the  party  from 
Movvna  Roa  returning  much  before  that  time,  I 
was  induced  to  promife  that  I  would  comply  with 
their  wiflies. 

There  appeared  little  reafon  to  bcUcvc  that  the 
celTion  would  not  be  made,  although  fomc  pre- 
vious ceremonies  were  ftill  wanting,  before  they 
would  be  enabled  to  make  the  farrcndcr  in  form, 
which  at  this  time  was  fixed  for  the  following 
Tucfday;  immediately  after  wliich,  I  informed 
them,  I  fliould  fail  with  the  land  wind  for  Tyah- 
tatooa  and  Tocaigh,  to  the  former,  for  the  pur- 
p  fe  of  m.ore  particularly  examining  the  anchor- 
age, and  to  the  latter  for  tlic  purpofe  of  procur- 
ing fuch  a  further  flock  of  rcfrefiimcnts  as  wo 
could  conveniently  take  ;  well  knowing  that  we 
ought  to  place  little  depcndance  on  the  precarioo$ 
fuj>[)]y  that  Mowec,  Woahoo,  or  the  reft  of  the 
illands  to  leeward  might  aiibrd.     The  whole  of 
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the  party  did  mc  the  favor  to  fay,  that  they  would 
remain  on  board  until  we  quitted  Owhyhce. 

I  was  very  much  concerned  to  find  that  my 
earneft  endeavors  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation, 
and  to  eilablifli  peace  amongft  thefc  iflands,  had 
proved  unfuccefslul.  The  mutual  diftruft  that 
continued  to  exift  amongft  the  people  of  the  fe- 
veral  iflands,  which  I  had  forefeen  to  be  the 
greateft  difficulty  there  was  to  combat,  and  which 
I  had  apprehended  would  be  an  infurmountable 
obflacle,  had  proved  fatal  to  the  attainment  of 
this  defirable  objed:.  Immediately  on  my  ar- 
rival here,  I  inquired  if  my  letter  from  Mowee 
had  been  received,  and  received  an  anfwer  in  the 
negative.  But  I  was  given  to  underftand,  that 
a  fmall  party  from  that  ifland  had  arrived  on  the 
weflern  fide  of  Owhyhee,  whofc  object  was  fuf- 
pe^lcd  to  be  that  of  feizing  on  fome  of  the  inha- 
bitants there,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  them 
away,  and  of  facrificing  them  in  their  religious 
rites  at  Mowee ;  and  fome  reports  went  fo  far  as 
to  alTcrt  that  this  diabolical  objc(fl  had  been  ef- 
fe<fled.  On  further  inquiry,  however,  this  facl 
appeared  to  be  by  no  means  eftabliflied  ;  as  it  was 
pofitively  infiftcd  on  by  fome,  and  by  others  as 
pofitively  denied.  One  clrcumftance,  however, 
both  parties  agreed  in,  that  of  the  people  from 
Mowee  having  been  under  the  ncccifity  of  making 
a  haity  retreat.     I  could  not  underftand  that  any 
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chief  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place 
where  they  had  landed  ;  and  Tamaaiunaali  him- 
felf,  either  from  a  convidion  that  they  had  been 
unfairly  dealt  with,  or  that  I  fhould  difapprove 
of  the  fufpicious  narrow  policy  that  had  influ- 
enced the  condud  of  his  people  on  this  occafion, 
was  unwilling  to  allow  that  he  had  been  made 
duly  acquainted  with  their  arrival,  and  was  al- 
ways dcfirous  of  avoiding  the  fubjccl  in  conver- 
fation. 

After  many  attempts  to  fix  his  attention,  I  at 
length  explained  to  him  what  was  the  refult  of 
my  negociation  with  the  chiefs  at  Mowee  ;  and 
he  then  fecmed  to  concur  in  opinion  with  me, 
that  the  party  from  Mowee  who  had  landed  on 
the  weilern  fide  of  Owhyhee,  could  be  no  other 
than  the  cmbafTy  charged  with  my  letter,  and 
inveltcd  with  powers  to  ncgoclatc  for  a  general 
pacification. 

It  was  fome  time  before  I  was  able  to  make 
myfclf  thoroug]]ly  maftcr  of  thefe  circumftances; 
yet  long  before  I  had  afcertained  with  any  toie- 
rablc  precifion  what  was  the  flate  of  the  bufuiefs, 
I  was  pcrl'cdly  convinced  that  no  overtures  of 
this  nature  would  be  attended  with  fuccefs,  and 
that  nothing  but  by  my  paffmg  backv\ards  and 
forwards  between  the  fevcral  illands  in  the  man- 
ner before  flated,  would  unfwer  any  good  pur- 
po(',' ;  could  I  have   done  this,  I  entertained  no 
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doubt  of  accomplllhlng  this  defirable  objecfl ;  but 

neither  our  circumftanccs  nor  our  time  would 

admit  of  my  engaging  in  this  tafk,  particularly  at 

the  prefent  feafon  of  the  year,  when  very  boifter- 

Qus  weather  ufually  prevails  amongft  <-hefe  iflands, 

againfi  which  we  Ihould  occafionally  have  been 

obliged  to  beat  to  windward.     Our  fliils,  rigging, 

an  '  probably  our  mafts,  would  necefl'arily  have 

fuffered  in  point  of  wear  and  tear,     vcn  ihould 

wc  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  avoided  any 

material  damage  by  accident ;  and  as  our  ftock  of 

thofe  elTcntial  articles,  even  w^ith  the  fupply  we 

had  received  from  port  Jackfon,  which  was  very 

Ihort  of  what  I  had  requefted,   demanded  the 

greateft  oeconomy  and  care  to  make  them  laft, 

without  fubjeding  us  to  unplcafant  and  even 

difaftrous  circumftanccs,  during  our  progrefs  in 

the  unaccompliflied  part  of  our  voyage ;   I  was 

i:ndcr  the  neceffity  of  declining  any  further  per- 

fbnai   interference,  notwithilanding  that  I    was 

fatlsfied  the  happinefs  and  tranquillity  of  many 

thoufands  might  have   been  fecured,  at  leaft  for 

a  time,  could  I  have  undertaken  this  important 

bufmefs. 

This  convidion  did  not  fall  to  claim  a  great 
iliare  of  my  attention  ;  but  the  execution  of  the 
feveral  important  objcds  of  our  voyage  that  yet 
remained  unfinifhcd,  and  which  were  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  nature,   compelled  me   to   give   up   all 
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thoughts  of  fccondary  confiderations.  The  com- 
pletion of  our  bufincfs  that  appertained  to  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean,  I  had  fo  far  hopes  of  ef- 
fecting in  the  courfc  of  the  enfuing  fcafon,  that 
I  had  not  demanded  the  return  of  tlie  Dasdalus 
with  a  further  fupply  of  llores,  nor  indeed  was 
it  certain  that  fuch  a  fupply  could  have  been  ob- 
tained from  port  Jackfon ;  we  had  therefore  to 
rely  on  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence, 
and  our  own  care  and  frugality,  for  the  accom- 
pliihment  of  the  remai  "  part  of  our  furvey 
with  the  ftores  we  had  fi       v,maining. 

Tamaahmaah  having  become  acquainted  with 
our  intended  route  from  Karakakooa,  and  being 
watchful  to  embrace  every  opportunity  by  which 
he  could  continue  his  good  offices,  either  for  our 
prefent  comfort,  or  our  future  welfare,  ordered 
one  of  his  principal  domefllcs  to  depart  imn.cdi- 
ately  for  Toeaigh  ;  there  to  provide  according  to 
his  dirtvlions  fuch  things  as  we  ftood  in  need  of, 
and  to  have  them  in  readincfs  for  embarkation 
on  our  arrival. 

After  thefe,  and  other  lefs  important  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  relative  to  our  departure, 
the  kino;  with  his  comnanions  returned  to  the 
fhore.  About  this  time  the  gentlemen  made 
their  appearance  from  Mowni.  lloa,  having  de- 
fcended  from  the  mountains  in  a  llraight  line  to 
the  fea  fnorc,  froi^  vvhence  they  had  returned  by 
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water  ;  but  had  not  this  been  their  route,  their 
journey  hither  would  have  occupied  fome  tew 
days  more.  At  firft  fight  of  the  travellers  I  re- 
gretted the  delay  I  had  {n  recently  conlented 
to;  but  it  was  now  too  late  to  retrad,  efpccially 
as,  on  the  mofl  trivial  occaiions,  1  had  made  it  a 
point  to  perform  all  promifes  made  to  thefe  people 
with  fcrupulous  punctuality .  Two  or  three  days, 
therefore,  were  not  of  fufficient  importance  to  us 
to  induce  my  breaking  in  upon  the  arrangements 
I  had  juft  made  with  TamaahmaaJr,  who  would 
cafily  have  difcovercd,  that  no  new  caufe  had 
arifcn  from  any  alteration  in  our  plan ;  and  I 
therefore  determined  to  remain  contented  until 
Tuefday,  when  the  reftridions  of  tlie  lahoo  were 
to  ceafe.  This  afforded  an  opportunity  to  forae 
of  the  officers,  whofe  attention  to  their  feveral 
duties  had  confined  them  hitherto  to  the  fea 
fhore,  to  make  a  fliort  excurfiun  into  the  adja- 
cent country.  ^ 

The  building  of  Tamaahmoali  s  vclTel  was  now 
fo  far  advanced,  that  1  confidcrcd  its  completion 
an  eafy  talk  for  his  people  to  perform  under  the 
diredionof  Boid,  who  moll:  probably  had,  by  his 
attention  to  our  carpenters,  added  fome  infor- 
mation to  his  former  knowledge  in  fliip-bullding. 
Her  irame  was  completely  fxed,  and  all  that  re- 
mained to  be  done  was  iome  part  of  the  plank- 
ing, and  fitting  up  her   iiifidc  according  to  the 

tafte 
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tafte  and  fancy  of  Tamaahmaah.  Having  no 
doubt  but  all  this  would  be  efFeded  with  little 
difficulty  by  themfelves,  on  Saturday  the  22d, 
our  carpenters  were  ordered  to  repair  on  board 
with  their  tools.  Befides  the  affiftance  I  had  af- 
forded in  building  the  hull  of  the  vefTcl,  I  had 
furftifhed  Tamaahmaah  with  all  the  iron  work  flie 
would  further  require ;  oakum  and  pitch  for 
caulking,  proper  mails,  and  a  fct  of  fchooner  fails, 
with  canvafs,  needles,  and  twine  to  repair  them 
hereafter.  With  refped  to  cordage,  tBey  had  a 
fufficiency  of  their  own  manufadure  for  her  rig- 
ging, fchooner  falhion,  and  every  other  neceifary 
purpofc.  .        . 

.  Tamaahmaah  was  exceedingly  well  pleafed, 
and  thankful  for  our  exertions ;  and  it  was  ex- 
tremely gratifying  to  my  feelings  to  rcfled,  that 
fuch  valuable  opportunities  fliould  have  offered 
for  beftowing  this  gratification  upon  the  king, 
and  many  eilential  benefits  upon  his  people  ;  all 
of  whom  were  now  well  convinced,  that  thcfe . 
fuperior  advantages  were  only  to  be  obtained  by 
the  conftant  excrcife  of  the  fame  honefly  and  ci- 
vility by  which  thefc  had  been  fecured  to  thern 
on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Very  little  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  ex- 
alted pleafurc  Tamaahmaah  would  enjoy  in  the 
attainment,  by  honorable  means,  of  fo  defirable 
an  objed  as  his  new  Ichooner ;  efpeciallv  at  tho(e 
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times,  vvhen  his  mind  recurring  to  the  virtuous 
caufes  that  had  giwn  him  fo  valuable  a  poffeffion, 
he  would  naturally  make  a  comparifon  between 
them  and  the  criminal  meafures  purfucd  by  Ta- 
maahmotoo  for  a  fimilar  acquifition ;  which  he 
had  no  fooncr  poflcfTcd  by  treachery  and  barba- 
rity, than  he  \vas  deprived  of  it  with  indelible 
marks  of  infamy,  and  the  lofs  of  his  reputation 
and  character. 

On  the  evening  of  Sunday  the  23d,  agreeably 
to  my  promife,  I  accompanied  Tamaahmaah  to 
the  morai,  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  forms,  regu- 
lations, and  reftriclions  of  the  tahoo.  The  cere- 
monies were  fimilar  to  thofe  I  had  before  obferv- 
ed,  though  they  were  more  concife,  lefs  formal, 
and  al tended  by  fewer  perfons. 

I  was  not  on  this,  as  on  the  former  occafion, 
pure'y  an  idle  fpedator ;  but  was  in  fome  degree 
one  of  the  ad:ors.  Whilil  in  the  morning  the 
principal  ceremonies  and  prayers  were  perform- 
ing, I  was  called  upon  to  give  my  opinion  on  fe- 
vcrul  mattprs  that  were  agitated  at  one  time  by 
the  king,  and  at  others  by  the  principal  priefts. 
Ainuiigil  thefc  was  the  propriety  of  their  remain- 
ing at  peace,  or  making  war  againft  the  other 
iflands  ?  The  ccffion  of  the  ifland ;  and  if,  by 
that  voluntary  meafurc,  they  would  be  confidcrcd 
as  the  fubjccis  of  Great  Britain  ?  Under  this  im- 
prcfiion,  in  vshat  manner  ought  they  to  conduft 
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themfclves  towards  all  llrangers,  as  well  thofc 
who  might  vifit  them  from  civilized  nations,  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  iflands  ? 
With  thefe,  and  fomc  other  quellions  of  lefs  im- 
portance, I  was  very  ferioufly  interrogated ;  and 
I  made  fuch  anfwers  to  each  as  was  confillent 
with  my  own  fituation,  and,  as  I  confidered,  were 
moft  likely  to  tend  in  future  to  their  happinefs 
and  tranquillity. 

I  was  not  prohibited  in  my  turn  from  offering 
my  fuggeftions,  or  demanding  their  attention  to 
my  requifitions.  Anxious  led  the  obje6l  I  had  fo 
lonii;  had  in  view  fliould  hereafter  be  defeated; 
namely,  that  of  eftabiifliing  a  breed  of  Iheep, 
cattle,  and  other  European  animals  in  thefe 
iflands,  which  with  fb  much  difficulty,  trouble, 
and  concern,  I  had  at  length  fucceeded  fo  far  a» 
to  import  in  good  health,  and  in  a  thriving  con- 
dition ;  I  demanded,  tliat  they  fliould  be  tabooed 
for  ten  years,  with  a  difcrctionary  pv:)wer  in  the 
king  alone  to  appropriate  a  certain  number  of  the 
males  of  each  fpccies,  in  cafe  that  fex  became 
predominant,  to  the  ufe  of  his  own  table;  but 
that  in  fo  doing  the  w^omcn  Ihould  not  ^  e  pre- 
cluded partakin:';  of  them,  as  the  intention  of 
tlicir  ])cing  brought  to  the  ifland  was  for  the  ge- 
neral uie  and  benefit  of  every  inhabitant  of  both 
lexes,  as  foon  as  their  numbers  fliould  be  fufli- 
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ciently  Ii  creafed  to  allow  ot*a  general  diftribution 
amongft  the  people.  This  was  unanimoufly  ap- 
proved of,  and  faithfully  promifed  to  be  obferved 
with  one  exception  only  ;  that  with  refpecil  to 
the  meat  of  thefe  feveral  animals,  the  women 
were  to  be  put  on  the  fame  footing  as  with  their 
dogs  and  fowls ;  they  were  to  be  allowed  to  eat 
of  them,  but  not  of  the  identical  animal  that 
men  had  partaken,  or  of  which  they  were  to  par- 
take. Much  convcrfation  took  place  on  thefe 
different  fubjeds,  when  not  other  wife  engaged 
in  functions  of  a  religious  nature  ;  all  thefe  ceaf- 
ing  at  fun-rife  the  next  morning,  I  repaired  on 
board,  and  found  every  thing  in  readinefs  for  our 
departure. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Tuefday  the  25th,  the  king 
and  queen,  accompanied  by  Teny-jfiy-fcr,  the 
king's  brother  ;  Oymamahoiv,  half  brother  to  the 
king,  and  chief  of  the  diftridl  of  Amakooa ;  Ka* 
hounnotoQ,  father  to  the  queen,  and  chief  of  the  dif- 
tricft  of  Kona  ;  KavaJiccroo,  chief  of  the  di{i:ri<^  of 
Kaow;  T/j;/;;^,  chiefof  the  diftrict  of  Poona;  Ta- 
rnuaJ:mctoo,  chiet"  of  the  diftrid.  of  Koarra  ;  T}'y' 
wJiookee,  half  brother  to  the  king,  and  our  moft 
faithful  protcdlor  and  purveyor  at  the  encamp- 
ment ;  all  ailcmblcd  on  board  the  Difcovcry,  for 
the  purpofc  of  formally  ceding  and  furrcndcring 
the  illand  of  Owh)  hec  to  me  for  his  Britannic  Ma- 
•  :  jclty, 
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jcfty,  his  heirs  and  rucceilbrs  ;  there  were  prefent 
on  this  occafion  beiides  my  fell',  Mr.  Pugct,  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  Difcovcrj.  .  ,   ^         r,-. 

Tamaahmaah  opened  the  bailnefs  in  a  fpeech, 
which  he  dehvered  \vi:h  great   aioderLition  and 
equal  firmnefs.   He  explained  the  reafons  (already 
{latedj  that  had  induced  him  to  offer  the  ifland 
to  the  protection  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  recounted 
the  nunnerousadvantaiTcs  that  hinifelf,  the  chiefs, 
and  the  people,   were  likely  to  derive  by  the  fur- 
render  they  were  about  to   make.     -He   enume- 
rated the  feveral  nations  thLitfnice  Captain  Cook's 
difcovery  of  theie  iflands  had  occafionally  rcforted 
hither,  each  of  which  was  too  powerful  for  them 
to  refift ;  and  asthefe  vifitors  had  come  more  fre- 
quently to  their  ihorcs,  nnd  their  numbers  feemcd 
to  incrcafe,  he  confidcrcd    that   the   inhabitants 
would  be  liable  to  more   ill   treatment,  and  flill 
greater  impofitions  than  they  had  yet  endured,  un- 
Icfs  they  could  be  protected  againd:  fuch  wrongs 
bv  {()me  one  of  the  civilized  novvers  with  vvliol 
peon'c  they  had  become  acc|Uaintcd  ;   that  at  pre- 
ilnit  thcv  were  completely  independent,  under  no 
lott  of  eiiL^age.ment  whatever,   and  were   free  to 
make  choice  of  that  Itate  wliich  in  ti-.cir  opinion 
was  moft  likciv   by  its  attention  to  their  lecurity 
and  interefts,   to   anfvver  the  purpofe   lor  which 
t'le  propofed  furrender  was   intended.      For   his 
own  part  he   did  not  heiitate  to  deelaic  the  pre- 
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lerence  he  entertained  for  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  whom  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  his 
lubmiirion ;  and  demanded  to  know  who  had 
any  objedlon  to  follow  his  example.  This  pro- 
duced an  haningue  from  each  of  the  five  chiefs, 
all  of  whom  had  fome  ideas  to  offer  on  this  im- 
portant fubjecl. 

The  warlike  fpirit  and  ambitious  views  of  Ka' 
Jiowmotoo  had  long  taught  him  to  indulge  the  flat- 
tering hope,  that  on  fome  future  day  he  fhould 
be  enabled  to  acquire  the  fovereignty  of  Mowee. 
This  prompted  him   to  ftate  in  a  fpirited  and 
manly  fpeech,  that  on  their  becoming  connected 
and  attached  to  fo  powerful  a  nation,  they  ought 
no  longer  to  fufferthc  indignities  which  had  been 
offered  to  their  ifiand,   Owhyhee,   by  the  people 
of  Mowee  ;  he  alfo  candidly  enumerated  the  of- 
fences  that  Mowx'c  had  juilly  to  complain  of  in 
return  ;  but  as  thefe  bore  no  proportion  to  her 
aggreffions,  he  contended  that  flie  ought  to  be 
chaftifcd,  and   that  when  a  force  for  their  pro- 
tc(5tion  fliould  be  obtained  from  England,  the  firft 
object  of  its  employment  ought  to  be  the  con- 
qucfi:  of  Mowee  ;  after  which  the  care  of  its  go- 
vernment lliould  be  intruded  to  fome  refpedable 
chief,  vhofe  intcreft  and  inclination  could  be  de- 
pended upon  as  being  friendly  towards  Owhyhee. 
Kavuhccroo^  a  chief  of  a  very  different  difpofi- 
tion,  content  with  the  flution  he  fdled,  and  the 
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comtbrts  he  enjoyed,  looked  forward  with  plea- 
fure  to  the  confequenccs  that  were  hkely  to  re- 
sult from  the  adoption  of  the  meafure  propofcd ; 
having  no  doubt  of  its  tending  to  their  future 
fafety  and  protection,  which  had  now  become 
highly  expedient  in  fome  way  to  efFed,  and  of 
its  being  the  means  of  producing  a  general  paci- 
fication with  their  relations  and  friends,  as  he 
termed  them,  on  the  other  iflands. 

Tiatma,  after  agreeing  with  KaJioivmoIno,  that 
Mo  wee  ought  to  be  chaftlfcd  ;  and  with  Kiwa' 
heeroo,  in  the  ncccffity  of  Owhyhec  being  pro- 
tedcd  ;  propofed  that  fome  perfons,  duly  autho- 
rized for  that  purpofc,  fhould  rcfide  on  fliore  by 
way  of  guards,  and  ftated  that  a  velTel  or  two 
would  be  rcquifitc  to  defend  them  by  fea.  He 
very  judicloully  obferved  further,  tltat  fo  great  a 
fniiilarity  exifted  between  the  people  of  the  four 
nations  with  whom  they  were  already  acquainted, 
but  more  particularly  fo  between  the  Englilh  and 
the  Americans,  that  in  the  event  of  their  prefent 
furrender  being  accepted,  and  of  a  velfcl  being 
fent  out  for  their  protedion,  ilioy  lliould  be 
doubtful  as  to  the  reality  of  fuch  Dcrfons  com- 
ing  from  England,  unlefs  fome  of  the  officers 
then  prefent,  or  fome  of  thofe  board  the  veilels 
with  whom  Llicy  were  acquainted,  and  v\ho  they 
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rjulred.  This  appeared  to  him  a  mcafurc  of  fo 
much  confcqucnce  that  it  could  not  be  dlfpenfcd 
with,  for  othcrwife,  any  of  the  diftant  nations,, 
knowing  they  had  ceded  the  ifland  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  government,  might  fend  to  them  fliips  and 
men  whom  they  had  never  before  feen,  and 
■who,  by  averting  they  had  come  from  England 
and  bclonsrcd  to  Kinar  Gcorsre,  would  deceive 
them  into  the  obedience  of  a  people  agalnft 
whom  they  fiiould  aftcrv/ards  moft  probably  re- 
volt. 

Thcfe  were  the  prominent  features  in  the  fe- 
veral  fpeechcs  made  on  the  occafion :  in  every 
one  of  which  their  religion,  government,  and 
domeftlc  oeconomy  was  noticed  ;  and  it  was 
clearly  underitood,  that  no  interference  was  to 
take  place  in  either ;  that  TiimaaJimaali^  the 
chiefs  and  prieft^,  were  to  continue  as  ufual  to 
officiate  with  the  fame  authority  as  before  in 
their  refpe<5llve  ll-itlons,  and  that  no  alteration 
in  thofe  particulais  was  in  any  degree  thought  of 
or  intended. 

Thefe  preliminaries  being  fully  dlfcufled,  and 
thorouijfhlv  undcrltood  on  both  fides,  the  knu;; 
repeated  his  former  propolition,  which  was  now 
unanimoufly  approved  of,  and  the  whole  party 
declared  their  content  by  faying,  that  they  were 
no  longer  Tanata  no  Oic'iyhcc  ,  \\,  e.)  the  people 
of  Owh)hee;  but  Tu:urij  lio  Britannce,  (i.  e.)  the 

people 
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people  of  Britain.  This  was  inftantly  made 
known  to  the  furrounding  crowd  in  their  nume- 
rous canoes  about  the  vefTels,  and  the  fame  ex- 
preffions  were  cheerfully  repeated  throughout  the 
attending  multitude. 

Mr.  Puget,  accompanied  by  fome  of  the  offi- 
cers, immediately  went  on  fliore  ;  there  difplayed 
the  Britifli  colours,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the 
ifland  in  his  Majelly's  name,  in  conformity  to 
the  inclination  and  dcfire  of  Tamaahmaah  and  his 
fubjeds.  On  this  ceremony  being  finlflied,  a  fa- 
lute  was  fired  from  the  veflcls,  after  which  the 
following  infcription  on  copper  was  depofited  in 
a  very  confpicuous  place  at  the  royal  rcfidencc. 

"  On  the  25th  of  February,  1794,  Tamaah- 
"  maah  king  of  Owhyhcc,  in  council  with  the 
*'  principal  chiefs  of  the  ifland,  afTcmblcd  on 
"  board  his  Britannic  Majcfly's  floop  Difcovery 
**  in  Karakakooa  bay,  and  in  the  prcfcnce  of 
*'  George  Vancouver,  commander  of  the  faid 
*'  floop  ;  Lieutenant  Peter  Pugct,  commander  of 
"  his  fliid  Majcfty's  armed  tender  the  Chatham  ; 
"  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Difcovery  ;  after 
*'  due  confidcratlon,  unanlmoufly  ceded  the  faid 
''  ifland  of  Owhyhee  to  his  Britannic  Majcfly, 
"  and  acknowledged  thcmfelvcs  to  be  fubjccb  of 
*'  Great  Britain." 

Such  a  dlllributlon  of  ufcful  or  ornamental 
articles  was  now  made  to   the   principal  chiefs, 
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their  favorite  women,  and  other  attendants,  as 
Tamaahmaali  and  myfclf  elleemcd  to  be  fui table 
to  their  refpcdiivc  ranks  and  ftations  onthis  me- 
morable occafion. 

Thus  concluded  the  ceremonies  of  ceding  the 
ifland  of  Ovvhyhee  to  the  Britifli  crown ;  but 
whether  this  addition  to  the  empire  will  ever  be 
of  any  importance  of  Great  Britain,  or  whether 
the  furrender  of  the  ifland  will  ever  be  attended 
with  any  additional  happinefs  to  its  people,  time 
alone  muft  determine.  It  was  however  a  mat- 
ter of  great  fatisfaclion  to  me,  that  this  concefTioii 
had  not  only  been  voluntary  but  general ;  that 
it  had  not  been  fuggefled  by  a  party,  nor  been 
the  wifli  of  a  few,  but  the  defire  of  every  inha- 
bitant with  whom  we  had  any  converfation  on 
the  fubjedl ;  moll  of  thefe  having  attended  the 
external  ceremonies,  without  lliewing  any  other 
figns  than  thofc  of  perfect  approbation  ;  and  the 
whole  bufmcfs  ha\ing  been  conducted  by  the 
king  and  his  advifcrs  with  great  fteadinefs,  and 
in  the  mofb  fcrious  manner,  left  me  no  doubt  of 
the  finccrity  of  their  intentions  to  abide  {lri<flly 
by  their  engagement. 

This  tranfadtion  muft  ever  be  confidered,  un- 
der all  the  attendant  circumftanccs,  as  of  a  pe- 
culiar nature;  and  will  I'erve  to  Ibevv  tliat  nian, 
even  in  his  rude  uncultivated  llate,  will  not,  ex- 
cept from  apprehcnfion  or  the  moft  prcfiing  ne- 

ceffity, 
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ccfTity,  voluntarily  deliver  up  to  another  his  Icgi, 
timatc  rights  of  territorial  jurirdidion. 

With  refpea  to  aftronomical  obfcrfations 
whilft  at  Karakakooa,  our  attention  had  been 
principally  direfted  to  the  rates  and  errors  of  the 
chronometers;  thefe  on  being  landed  the  i>ift  of 
January,    i  ;g4,  fhewed  the  longitude  by  Ken- 
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dali's  to  be 

Arnold's  No.  1 4,  

Ditto       170,  — 

-  The  true  longitude  of  Kara- 
kakoo  being  204^  Ihcws  their  '  •    ' 

refpedlive  errors ;  by  which  Ken- 
dall's chronometer  was  at  noon 
on  the  19th  of  February,  1794, 
fait  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  3^  3o'  17"  50^^^ 

And,  by  twenty-fix  days  cor- 
irefponding  altitudes,  was  found 
to  be  gaining  on  mean  time  per 
day  at  the  rate  of        — 

Arnold's  No.  14,  faft  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich,  as  above,       3 
And  gaining  on  mean  time  per 

day  at  the  rate  of       

Arnold's  No.  1  ;0,  faft  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich,  as  above,       7 
And  gaining  on  mean  time  per 

day  at  the  rate  of      — 
'    Vol.  V.  H 
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Arnold's  No.  82,  on  board  the  . 

Chatham,  fail  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich,  as  above,         —       S^  25'  53"  59''' 
And  gaining  on  mean  f  Ime  per 

day  at  the  rate  of         —  35    25 

-.,  The  latitude,  by  twenty-one  meridional  alti- 
tudes of  the  fun,  and  three  meridional  altitudes 
of  the  ftars,  varying  from  19"  27'  27"  to  19°  28' 
27";  and  differing  2 o"  from  the  mean  refult  of 
the  obfervations  made  in  the  month  of  March^ 
1793,  fhewed  by  the  mean  refult  of  both  years 
obfervations,  the  latitude  to  be  19"  28*  2". 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Q'M  Kamkakooa~r^t  Tyahtatooa  and  TceaMl 
B''ys-So,„e  Defcnptku  of  the  Anchorage  at 
thofe  Places— Examine  the  Northern  Sides  of 

■  Mowee,  Woahoo.  and  Attozvai-Ob/ervations  on 
the  Amhorage  at  Attowai  cni  Onehow-Lcave 
the  Sandwi/It  IJlands. 

XTOTHING  now  remained  to  detain  us  In 

Cal      r    f  °°'  '''^'  ""=  ™<=™°^'-'We  fpot  where 
Captam  Cook  unfortunately  fell  a  ftcrlficc  to  his 
undaunted   and    enterprlfi.g   ,phit.     Notwith- 
ftan^d-ng  -t  had,  in   that  melaneholy  infunee. 
proved    atal  to  one  of  the  moft  iHuftrious  navi- 
gators that  the  world  ever  produeed.  yet  to  us  it 
had  proved  an  afylum,  where  the  hofpitable  re- 
ception,  and   friendly  treatment  were   fuch   as 
could  not  have  been  furpaffed  by  the  mofl  cn- 
I'ghtened  nafon  of  the  earth.     The  unremitted 
attention  m  the  fuperior  elaffes,  to  preferve  good 
order,  and  infure  the  faithful  difcharge  of  c^.ry 
fovce  undertaken  by  the  fubordinate  defcription 
of  the  people,  produced  an  uniform  degree  of  re- 
peat m  their  deportment,  a  cheerful  obedience 
the  commands  they  received,  and  a  MS.  ob- 
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fcrvancc  and  conformity  to  fair  and  honed  deal- 
ing in  all  their  commercial  intercourfe.  Except- 
ing in  the  inftanccs  of  the  table  knives,  the  cen- 
tinel's  cartridge-box,  and  a-  few  others  of  little 
moment,  occafioncd,  very  probably,  by  our  want 
of  difcretion  in  leaving  irrefiftible  temptations  in 
their  way,  we  had  little  to  complain  of;  and  fuch 
circumftanccs  of  this  nature  as  did  occur,  ought 
only  to  be  confidcred  as  refiedVions  on  the  parti- 
cular individuals  concerned,  and  not  as  generally 
charadteriftic  of  the  whole  people. 

All  our  friends  were  prepared  to  attend  us ; 
fome  were  on  board,  and  others  were  in  their 
canoes,  ready  to  follow  the  Ihip  as  foon  as  Ihc 
got  under  fail.  This  was  efFed:ed  about  three  in 
the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  2Gth.  Accom- 
panied by  the  Chatham,  we  direded  our  courfe, 
with  a  light  land  breeze,  clofe  along  the  fliorc, 
tovvard  Tyahtatooa  bay ;  the  morning  was  de- 
lightfully pleafant,  and  the  furrounding  objects, 
•whilft  they  attraded  our  attention,  excited  alfo 
our  admiration.  The  country  which,  as  we 
pafled,  rofe  with  a  gradual  afcent  from  the  fea 
fhore,  fecmed  to  be  in  a  high  ftatc  of  cultivation, 
and  was  interfperfed  with  a  great  number  of  ex:^' 
tenfive  villages ;  whilft  our  numerous  compa- 
nions on  the  furface  of  a  ferene  tranquil  ocean, 
fanned  by  a  gentle  breeze,  to  which  fome  fprcad 
their  fails,  and  the  reft  kept  up  with  us  by  lei- 
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furcly  paddling  along,  added  confidcrable  beauty 
to  the  intereftlng  fccne,  and  exhibited,  by  this 
numerous  population,  that  wealth  which  the  im- 
proved ftate  of  this  part  of  the  ifland  fo  llrongly 
indicated.  About  eight  o'clock  we  anchored  in 
Tyahtatooa,  bay,  in  15  fathoms  water,  fand  and 
rocky  bottom. 

According  to  Mr.  Meares's  account  of  Mr. 
Douglas's  voyage,  this  place  is  reprefented  as 
equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  Karakakooa,  for  fecurc 
anchorage  ;  but  to  us  it  appeared  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent; point  of  view,  as  it  is  formed  by  a  fmall 
bend  only  in  the  general  dircd:lon  of  the  coaft, 
fcarcely  deferving  the  name  of  a  bay.  Its  north- 
ernmoft  point  from  us  bore  by  compafs  N.  69 
W. ;  the  village  called  Ane-oo-ooa,  being  the 
neareft  fliore,  N.  30  E.,  about  half  a  mile  dif- 
tant ;  and  the  point  of  Kowrooa  S.  22  E.  The 
flation  we  had  taken  was  as  clofe  to  the  land  as 
we  could  with  prudence  lie,  and  the  bottom,  in 
all  diredions  where  we  founded,  was  a  mjxturo 
cf  rocks  and  fand.  A  confidcrable  fvvell  rolled 
in  from  the  wcllward,  and  by  the  beaten  appear- 
ance of  the  rocks  that  chiefly  compofed  the 
fliore,  thii  appeared  to  be  in  general  the  cafe; 
and  for  that  realon  not  a  very  eligible  rcfting 
place  for  fliipping.  It  however  poffeires  an  ad-, 
vantage  with  rcfpcd  to  landing,  fuperior  to  Ka- 
rakakooa.    This  convenience  is  produced  by  the 
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jutting  out  of  iwo  points ;  between  thefe  is  a 
fmall  cove,  defended  by  fome  rocks  lying  before 
it,  which  break  v'he  violence  of  the  furge,  and 
render  the  commanication  with  the  ihore  very 
commodious.  The  landing  is  on  a  fandy  beach, 
before  a  grove  of  cocoa  nut,  bread  fruit,  and  other 
trees,  in  the  midft  of  w  hich  the  village  is  fituated. 
Towards  the  fouth  part  of  this  cove  is  a  Spring, 
which  rofe  very  rapidly  from  amongft  fome  rocks 
that  are  generally  covered  with  the  fea  water ;  but 
"when  this  is  low,  which  is  fometimes  the  cafe, 
it  is  found  to  produce  a  ftream  of  excellent  frefli 
water;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  by  ufmg 
proper  means,  that  its  current  might  be  diverted, 
and  made  fubfervient  to  the  domeftic  ufe  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  to  velTels  refitting  at  Kara- 
kakooa,  without  their  being  under  the  neceffity 
of  fubmitting  to  the  tardy  procefs  we  were  com- 
pelled to  adopt ;  efpecially  as  the  diftance  betw  een 
the  two  places  is  only  ten  miles. 
■  The  Ibuthern  bafe  of  mount  Worroray  forms 
thefe  fhores.  This  mountain,  with  Mowna  Kaah, 
and  Mowna  Roa,  form  each  a  large  mafs  of 
elevated  land,  of  which  the  ifland  chiefly  con- 
fifts,  though  mount  Worroray  is  the  fmallelL 

Accompanied  by  Tamaahmaah^  fome  of  the 
officers,  and  fevcral  of  the  chiefs,  I  vifitcd  the 
royal  rcfidence  at  this  place  ;  whicli  confifled  of 
three  of  the  ncatefl  conftruded  houles  we  had 
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yet  feen  ;  but  not  having  been  conftantly  inha- 
bited for  fome  time  pad,  they  were  not  in  good 
repair.  This  habitaion  of  the  king,  like  that  at 
Karakakooa,  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  grand 
morai,  clofc  to  the  fea  (ide.  The  morai  was  the 
moft  complete  ftrudure  of  the  kind,  and  kept  in 
the  grcateft  order  and  repair,  of  any  that  had 
fallen  under  our  obfervation.  It  was  decorated 
with  fcveral  ftatues,  or  idols,  carved  out  of  the 
trunks  of  large  trees,  and  meant  to  imitate  the 
humf»,n  form  ;  but  they  were  the  moft  gigantic 
and  prcpofterous  figures  that  can  be  imagined. 

Having  fatisficd  our  curiofity,  we  returned  on 
board  to  dinner,  which  was  purpofcly  ordered  of 
beef  and  mutton,  to  give  all  the  chiefs  an  idea 
of  the  value  of  the  animals  I  had  imported,  as 
articles  of  food ;  our  party  was  numerous,  and 
they  unanlmoufly  agreed  that  both  were  excel- 
lent. The  beef,  though  fultcd,  feemed  to  have 
the  preference  in  their  opinion  ;  the  mutton  was 
by  moft  conlidered  to  be  very  fimilar  in  its  tafte 
to  the  flcfli  of  their  dogs,  which  they  very  highly 
cfteem.  The  general  opinion  was  taken  by  vote 
on  the  fupcrior  excellence  of  mutton  to  dog's 
flefli,  and  the  {.^reference  was  decided  in  favour 
of  mutton,  only  by  the  cafting  voice  of  Tamaah- 
maah. 

I  was  very  Linxlous  to  quit  this  ftatlon,  which  is 
fituatcdinlatitud 
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left  the  rocky  bottom  ihould  damage  our  cables; 
but  light  breezes  from  the  fea,  fuccecded  by 
calms,  prevented  our  moving  until  midnight, 
^hen,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  lliore,  \vc 
proceeded  flowly  along  the  coaft  to  the  north- 
•yvard. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Thurfday  the  27th,  we  had 
e  light  breeze  from  the  weftward  ;  with  this  we 
llcered  for  the  anchorage  at  Toeaigh,  but  a  ftrong 
current  fetting  to  the  fouth- weftward,  we  ap- 
proached it  very  flowly ;  the  weather  however 
was  fair  and  pleafant,  and  the  objed:s  about  us 
were  cheerful  and  entertaining,  notw'ithftanding 
the  adjacent  fliores  were  unintcrefting,  being 
chiefly  compofed  of  volcanic  matter,  and  pro- 
ducing only  a  few  detached  groves  of  cocoa  nut 
trees,  with  the  appearance  of  little  cultivation, 
and  very  few  inhabitants.  The  deficiency  of  the 
population  on  Ihore  was  amply  compenfated  by 
the  number  of  our  friends  that  accompanied  us 
afloat  in  canoes  of  all  defcriptions ;  thefc  ftill 
prcferving  the  fame  orderly  behaviour  and  cheer- 
ful good  humour,  our  change  of  fituation  was 
fcarcely  perceivable,  as  the  fame  fociability  and 
friendly  intcrcourfe  continued  vvLich  had  exifted 
at  Karakakooa. 

As  this  evening  was  to  be  devoted  to  an  ap- 
pointed taboo  that  would  continue  until  the 
morning  ef  the  i  ft  of  March,  the  king  and  the  reft 
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of  our  friends  went  on  (liorc  for  the  purpofe  of  at- 
tending their  religious  duties.  The  weather  in 
the  evening  being  fquiilly,  with  variable  winds 
and  alternate  calms,  gave  me  rcafon  to  believe  it 
very  probable  that  we  fliould  not  reach  our  def- 
tination  before  it  was  dark  ;  on  intimating  this 
to  Tamaahmaah,  he  promifed  to  have  a  light  plac- 
ed in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  would  conduct  us  to  it 
with  fafcty. 

It  was  not  however  until  near  four  the  next 
morning,  Friday  the  28th,  that  wx  gained  found- 
ings, when  we  anchored  in  30  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom.  After  it  was  day-light  we  re- 
moved to  the  beft  anchoraire  in  this  bav,  whofe 
north- weft  point  bore  by  compafs  N.  30  W.  and 
the  moral,  N.  OS  E. ;  this  is  a  confpicuous  ob- 
jed,  and  a  good  leading  mark  to  this  anchorage  ; 
it  is  {ituated  on  a  barren  cnjincnce  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  village,  and  is  to  be  kept  in  a  line 
with  a  fmall  faddle  hill,  on  the  eaftcrn  land  de-. 
fccnding  from  the  higher  parts,  over  the  village 
of  Tocaigh,  on  the  north  iidc  of  this  fpacious 
open  bay.  Its  foutb  point  dcfcending  gradually-, 
from  Worroray,  and  forming  a  low  point,  bore 
by  compafs  S.  31  W. ;  within  this  j)oint  on  the 
rifing  land  are  forne  elevated  hummocks ;  the 
third  of  thcl'e,  from  t\\fz  point  forming  a  kind  of 
iaddlc  hill  in  a  line  with  a  low,  projecfling,  black, 
rocky  point,  in  the  n:iiddlc  of  the  bay,  bearing 
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S.  22  W.,  is  a  further  direction,  and  a  crofs  mark 
for  this  anchorage ;  from  whence  the  watering 
plice  lies  S.  70  E.,  a  mile  and  a  half  diftant. 
The  fummit  of  Mowna-kaah  alfo  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  08  E. ;  Mowna  Roa,  S.  33  E. ;  andWor- 
Toray,  S.  5  W.  In  this  fitiiation  the  depth  of 
water  was  25  fathoms,  the  bottom  a  ftifFclay, 
and  good  holding  ground ;  incommoded  by  the 
patch  of  rocky  bottom,  dated  on  our  former  vifit 
to  be  at  the  depth  of  lo  fathoms  only  ;  but  on  a 
more  minute  fearch,  this  was  now  difcovered  to 
iboal  fuddcnly,  and  the  depth  to  decreafe  to  7, 
-4,  and  3  fathoms,  about  the  fourth  of  a  mile  to 
the  fouth-weftvvard  of  the  ftation  we  had  taken; 
and  confcqucntly  to  be  a  very  great  inconvcni- 
ency  to  the  roadilead,  which  at  bell,  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  but  a  very  indifferent  one  ;  being  intirely 
cxpofed  to  the  north-well  winds,  and  the  weftern 
oceanic  fvvcll,  which  beats  with  great  violence 
on  the  reefs  tliat  encompafs  the  lliores.  Thefe 
red'^  llrctch  out  a  mile  or  upwards,  leaving  be- 
tween them  and  the  land  a  narrow  channel,  that 
affords  comfortable  and  commodious  landing  for 
imall  boats  and  canoes ;  but  the  landing  is  at  too 
great  a  diftance  frGni  the  place  of  anchorage  to 
allow  of  prvjtcding  any  debarkation  from  the 
fbip. 

The  only  circumdanccs  that  fecm  to  render 
this  a  defuable    topping  place,    arc   the   run  of 
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water,  which  however  does  not  conftantly  flow; 
and  the  probability  of  procuring  refrcflimcnts, 
from  its  contiguity  to  the  fertile,  and  populous 
weftern  part  of  the  dillricfl  of  Koaarra,  and  the 
plains  of  Whymea,  lying  behind  the  land  that 
conftitutes  this  part  of  the  fea  coaft. 

The  country  rifes  rather  quickly  from  the  fea 
fide,  and,  fo  far  as  it  could  be  fcen  on  out  ap- 
proach, had  no  very  promifing  afpcdl ;  it  forms  a 
kind  of  glacis,  or  inclined  plane  in  front  of  the 
mountains,  immediately  behind  which  the  plains 
of  Whymea  are  ftated  to  commence,  which  arc 
reputed  to  be  very  rich  and  produ-(5live,  occupying 
a  fpace  of  feveral  miles  in  extent,  and  winding 
at  the  footof  thefe  three  lofty  mountains  far  into 
the  country.     In  this  valley  is  a   great  trad  of 
luxuriant,  natural  pafturc,  whither  all  the  cattle 
and  Iheep   imported   by  mc  were  to  be  driven, 
dicre  to   roam  unrcftraincd,   to  "  increafe  and 
multiply"   far  from  the  light  of  ftrangers,  and 
confcquently  lefs  likely  to  tempt  the  inhabitants 
to   violate   the   flicrcd  promifc   they  had  made ; 
the  obfcrvance  of  which,  for  the  time  ft-pulated 
in  their  intcrdiollon,  cannot  fail   to  render  the 
extirpation  oi'  thcfc  animals  a  talk  not  eafily  to 
be  accompliflicd. 

This  day  being  devoted  to  their  holy  rites,  the 
king,  with  ail  tlic  provincial  chiefs,  remained  in 
facred  retirement.     The  faqiie  caufc  operated  to 
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deprive  us  of  the  focicty  of  our  other  vlfitors,  par- 
ticularly the  females,  who  are  on  no  account 
permitted  to  be  afloat  on  thefe  occafions. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday,  March  the  ift, 
the  king,  with  all  our  friends,  were  again  about 
the  vefll-ls.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  a  further 
proof  of  the  liberality  of  TamaaJimaali  s  difpofi- 
tion  was  given,  by  his  prefenting  us  with  near 
an  hundred  hogs  of  the  largeft  fize,  and  as  great 
a  quantity  of  vegetables  as  both  vefTels  could  well 
difpofc  of;  with  offers  of  a  further  fupply  if  thefe 
were  infufficient. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  failed  with  the 
land   wind    in   the   evening,    but    Tamaahmaah 
pointing  out  that  fincc  Thurfday  liis  engagements 
on  fliorc  had  totally  deprived  him  of  our  fociety; 
jflift  by  his  attendance  on  their  religious  ceremo- 
nies, and  afterwards  in  procuring  and  fending  us 
the  fupplics  we  required ;  and  foliciting,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  the  moft  earneft  manner,  that  the 
laft  day  fliould  be  dedicated  to  the  enjoyment  of 
each  other's  company,  I  was  induced  to  remain 
the   following   day,  to  prove   to  him  that  there 
was  no  indulgence  in  my  power,  compatible  with 
my  duty,  that  I  would  not  grant,   in  return  for 
the  friendlhip  and  regard  he  Imd  on  all  occafions 
manifcilcd    towards  us,  and   that  in  the  moft 
princely  and  unlimited  manner. 

The  fucceeding  day,  Sunday  the  2d,  was  con- 
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fcqucntly  paflcd  in  receiving  farewell  vifits,  and 
making  farewell  acknowledgments  to  our  nu- 
merous friends ;  who  all  expreiTed  the  high  fa- 
tisfadion  they  had  experienced  during  our  refi- 
dcncc  amongft  them,  and  the  deep  regret  they 
felt  at  our  departure  from  the  ifland  ;  after  which 
they  were  feen  to  ileal  away  gently  and  reluc- 
tantly from  a  fcene  that  had  afforded  them  Co 
many  valuable  acquirements,  and  fo  much  pleaf- 
ing  entertainment.  By  fun-fct  nearly  the  whole 
group  was  difperfed  in  the  feveral  dircdions  to 
which  their  inclinations  or  neceffities  led.  The 
occurrences  of  this  day  did  not  pafs  over  without 
producing  fome  imprcffions  on  o\.ir  fenfibility, 
from  the  repeated  ardent  felicitations  that  we 
would  come  back  to  them  again,  and  from  the 
undifguifed  finccrity  of  the  wiflies  and  prayers 
that  were  offered  up  for  our  future  happinefs  and 
profperify. 

As  our  departure  was  to  take  place  with  the 
firft  breeze  from  the  land,  TaniaalimtuHi  and  his 
queen,  unwilling  to  take  leave  until  the  very  lafl 
moment,  remained  on  board  until  near  midnight, 
when  they  departed,  with  hearts  too  full  to  cx- 
prcfs  the  fenfations  which  tl'C  moment  of  fcpa- 
ration  produced  in  each  ;  with  them  their  honeft 
and  judicious  counlellors  Young  and  Davis  re- 
turned to  the  fliore.  The  good  icnfc,  modera- 
tion, and  propriety  of  conduct  ii;  thcfc  men,  daily 
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incrcafcd  their  own  rcfpcc^ability,  and  augment- 
ed the  cftccm  and  regard,  not  only  of  the  king 
and  all  his  friends,  but  even  of  thofe  who  were 
profciTedly  adverfe  to  the  exifting  government, 
and  who  confcqucntly  we.e  at  firft  inimical  to 
their  intercft. 

As  it  was  a  great  uncertainty  whether  we  fliould 
or  fliould  not  return  again  to  thefe  iflands,  I  had 
given  thefe  two  worthy  characlers  their  choice 
of  taking  their  pallage  with  me  to  their  native 
country,  or  of  remaining  on  the  ifland  in  the 
fame  fituation  w  liich  they  had  io  long  filled  with 
credit  to  thcmfclves,  and  wich  fo  much  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  king  and  the  reft  of  the  principal 
people.  Attcr  mature  confideration,  they  pre- 
ferred their  prefcnt  way  of  life,  and  were  defirous 
of  continuing  at  Owhyhee  ;  obferving,  that  being 
deftitute  of  rclources,  on  their  return  home, 
(which,  however,  they  fpoke  of  in  a  way  that 
did  honor  to  their  hearts  and  underftandings) 
they  muft  be  again  expofed  to  the  viciiTitudes  of 
a  life  of  hard  lab'  .r,  for  the  purpofe  of  merely 
acquiring  a  precarious  fupply  of  the  moft  com- 
mon neceffaries  of  life ;  objeds  which,  for  fome 
years  paft,  had  not  occafioned  them  the  leaft 
concern.  Nor  was  it  probable  that  they  would 
be  liable  hereafter  to  any  fort  of  inconvenience 
in  thoie  relpcds ;  for,  be  fides  the  high  reputa- 
tion, and  univcrfd  good  opinion  they  had  ac- 
quired 
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quired  amongft  all  claflcs  of  tlic  inhabitants,  they 
"Were  now  f^onfidcred  in  the  Ight  of  chiefs,  and 
each  of  them  pofleflcd  a  confidcrablc  landed  pro- 
perty. Here  they  lived  happily,  and  in  the  grea'-ft 
plenty;  and,  to  their  praifc  be  it  fpoken,  the  prin- 
cipal objcdt  they  feemcd  to  have  in  view  vsas,  to 
corrcd,  by  gentle  means,  the  vices,  and  encou- 
rage, by  the  mod  laudable  endeavors,  the  virtues, 
of  thcfc  iflanders  ;  in  this  meritorious  undertak- 
ing they  had  evidently  made  fome  progrcfs,  and 
there  are  reafonable  grounds  to  believe,  that,  by 
fleadily  purfuing  the  flime  line  of  conduct,  it  will 
in  time  have  a  due  influence  on  the  general  cha- 
rader  of  thcfe  people.     From  us  they  received 
every  attention  that  could  fervc  to  raifc  them  in 
the  cftimation  of  the  natives ;  and  fuch  an  af- 
fortmcnt  of  ufeful  articles  for  promoting  their 
comforts,  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  afford. 

Our  faithful  fnipmate  Tcrrhooa,  who,  to  tlie 
laft  moment,  conducted  himlelf  with  the  grcateft 
integrity  and  propriety,  was  aho  left  very  advan- 
tageoufly  fituated  under  the  protcdion  of  the 
kina;  and  his  old  mafter  Kciliozi'wo/co,  with  a  larjie 
aflbrtment  of  ufeful  implements,  rind  ornanKutal 
articles ;  and  being  firmly  attached  to  Young 
and  Davis,  to  whom  he  could  be  very  ufeful, 
and  who  had  it  in  their  powder  to  ferve  him  in 
return,  his  future  profpe(5ts  in  life  feemcd  to  have 
been  much  improved  by  his  cxcurfions  in  thv 

Pifcovcrv, 


% 


i 


f  I 


ll'Z  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [mARCH, 

Difcovery,  of  which  he  fccmed  very  fenfible,  and 
which  he  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Thus  concluded  our  tranfactions  at  Ovvhyhcd, 
to  which  we  bade  adieu  about  three  in  the  morn- 
ing of  Monday  the  3d  of  March,  very  highly  in- 
debted  for  our  reception,  and  the  abundant  re- 
frellimcnts  we   had  procured.      Thefe  elTential 
comforts   I  flipuld  have  entertained    no   doubt 
would,   in  future,  have  been  adminiftercd  to  all 
viliiors   ^^ho   ^lould    conduct    t^emfelves    with 
common  honertv  and   proper  decorum,  had  we 
not  left  behind  ns  a  banditti  of  renegadoes,  that 
had   (p.ittcd  dittcrcnt  trading  vcflels   in   confe- 
quence  of  dilputes  with   their  refpective  com- 
mandcrs,  who  hud  reforted  to  this  ifland  (incc  the 
preceding  year,  under  American  or  Portuguefe 
colours.  Amonufb  them  was  one  Portuguefe,  one 
Chinefe,  and  one  Gcnoefe,  but  all   the  refl"  ap- 
peared to  be  the  fuhjects  of  Great  Britain,  as 
fcemcu  alfo  the   major   part  of  the  crew  of  the 
brig  Wafliinizton,  although  they  called  themfelves 
Americans,     Thcie  latter  pcrfbns,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  laili  rs,  amounting  to  fix   or  feven  in 
number,  had  taken  up  their  abode  with  different 
chiefs  of  fome  power  and  confcquence,  who  ef- 
tecmed  thefe   people  as  great  acquifitions,  iVom 

their  knowled^rc  of  iire-arms ;  but  as  no  one  of 

I. 

them  could  produce  any  tellimonials  of  their  for- 
mer good  conduct,  or  even  make  out  a  plaufible 
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character  for  himfelf  or  his  comrades,  it  is  much 
to  be  apprehended  they  may  be  tne  means  of 
creating  inteftine  commotions,  by  inciting  the 
jealoufy,  and  furthering  the  ambitious  views  of 
the  haughty  chiefs,  with  whom  they  arc  refident. 
Their  machinations  to  the  prejudice  of  the  exift- 
ing  government,  however,  will  prove  ineffectual, 
unlefs  they  iliould  be  able  to  elude  the  watchful 
attention  of  Young  and  Davis ;  who  arc  both 
well  aware  of  the  danger  they  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared to  meet ;  and  whofe  fidelity  to  Tamaah' 
7naaJi,  I  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  was  not  of  a 
nature  to  be  lliaken  by  the  moft  flattering  temp- 
tations. 

That  thefc  apprehcnfions  were  well  founded  I 
could  not  entertain  the  leafl  doubt;  for  foon 
after  my  arrival  at  Ov.hyhee,  I  received,  by 
Young,  a  letter  from  Mr.  VV'^illiam  Brown,  com- 
manding the  Butterw^orth  of  London,  complain- 
ing heavily  of  a  fimilar  fct  of  vagabonds,  refiding 
at  VV^oahoo  and  at  Attowai,  who  had,  at  the  lat- 
ter place,  taken  up  arms  in  fupport  of  an  inferior 
chief,  againft  the  authority  of  Ta'io  and  T'Uenr, 
the  fovereiiins  of  that  ifland  ;  and  had  fo  far  for- 
gotten  their  allegiance,  and  the  rules  which  hu- 
manity, jufticc,  and  common  honefly  prefcribc, 
as  to  concert,  with  the  natives  of  Attow  ai,  a  plan 
for  the  capturing  of  an  American  brig,  called  the 
Hancock.     This  was  to  hnvc  been   cffeded  by 
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fcuttling  her  under  water,  which  would  induce 
the  crew  to  fuppofe  fl]e  had  fprung  a  very  bad 
leak;  when  thele  renesadoes  were  to  advife  her 
being  hauled  on  fiiore,  lor  the  purpofe  of  iaving 
from  her  as  much  as  poflible  ;  and  when  in  this 
fituation  flie  would  be  completely  in  the  power, 
and  at  the  difpofal,  of  the  natives.  But,  happily 
for  thofe  in  the  vcllel,  although  flic  was  near 
finking,  in  confequence  ot  a  hole  cut  in  her 
counter  by  fome  unknown  hand,  the  red  of  the 
diabolical  fcheme  was  detcdcd  before  the  con- 
trivers had  time  or  opportunity  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  and  by  the  exertions  of  the  crew  the 
veflel  was  faved. 

Mr.  Brown  Hated  further,  that  by  the  bad  ad- 
vice, and  far  worfe  example,  of  tlitie  people,  the 
natives  of  moU  of  the  leeward  illands  had  arrived 
at  I'uch  a  deo;ree  of  darin"  infolence,  as  rendered 
any  comnuinication  witli  them  iiom  fmali  vcf- 
feLs,  or  even  anchoring  near  tlie  ihorcs,  liighly 
dauL'erous ;  and  tliat  he  trufted  it  might  be 
within  the  limits  of  my  authority  to  take  from 
thele  iflands  fuch  improper  and  dangerous  aflb- 
ciatrs. 

1  reprefented  in  the  ftrongefl:  terms  to  Tiimaah- 
vianli  all  the  bad  consequences  that  v\erc  lil^ely  to 
refult  Irom  thofe  people  remaining  on  Owhyhec; 
but  no  ar;ruments  could  !;ie\ail  urou  l.im  or  the 
rhicis,,  to  deliver  tlrjm  v\\     Tlieir  kI^.)V^ ledge  in 
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the  ufe  and  iHanagement  of  {ire-arms,  mauc  their 
fervices  of  fuch  importance,  that  it  was  evident 
nothing  but  compulfion  would  have  any  ciTeci:^;; 
and  to  have  relbrted  to  fuch  a  meafure,  in  aa  hich 
I  was  by  no  means  certain  how  far  1  Hiouhi  be 
juftifiable,  would  ncccliari'iy  have  produced  a 
breach,  and  deftroyed  that  harmony  which  wc 
had  taken  fo  much  pains  to  ellablilh,  and  care 
to  preferve.  In  addition  to  which,  thefc  people 
•were  ftated  to  poifefs  landed  property  in  the 
ifland,  and  to  have  conformed  to  the  laws,  both 
civil  and  religious.  Nor  had  any  fpccific  charge 
been  exhibited  againfi:  the  leven  failors  living  on 
Owhyhce,  like  that  produced  by  Mr.  Brown 
againft  thofe  at  Attowai  and  Woahoo. 

With  Kavahecroo  alio  rcfided  a  per/on  by  the 
name  of  Howell,  who  had  cum.e  to  Owhyhee  in 
the  capacity  of  a  clerk  on  board  the  Walliington; 
he  appeared  to  poflefs  a  good  underftanding,  with 
the  advantages  of  an  univcrfity  education,  and 
had  been  once  a  clergyman  in  ICngland,  but  had 
now  fecluded  himfelf  from  fLarppean  locicCv  :  io 
that  with  Youn-z:,  Davis,  and  \1>.A:\,  there  were 
now  elexen  white  men  on  tlie  idaud  ;  but:,  ex- 
cepting from  thcic  latter,  I  much  fear  tliat  our 
Owhyhean  liicnds  will  ha\e  Litlc  realbn  Lj  re- 
joice in  anv  advantages  they  will  recede  fiora 
their  new  civili::ed  compaiiioui. 

To  Vounf^  and  Dd\ii  1  deioel   fi;c.h  teiti- 
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monials  of  their  good  condufl  as  I  confidered 
them  fully  intitled  to,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
to  them  the  refped:  and  confidence  of  future  vi- 
ctors, who  would  be  warned  by  them  of  the 
fnares  and  dangers  they  were  liable  to,  from  the 
€vil-difpofed,  civilized  or  favage  inhabitants  of 
the  country. 

The  land  v»ind  blew  faintly,  and  our  progrefs 
from  Owhyhee  was  fo  flow,  that  an  opportunity 
■was  offered  to  a  few  fmall  canoes  from  the  lliores 
of  Koaarra  to  vifit  us  as  we  pafTed ;  but  we  did 
not  recognize  any  of  the  chiefs,  or  our  former  ac- 
quaintances. Towards  noon  the  fca  breeze  reach* 
ed  us,  with  which  we  Hood  to  windward,  in  or- 
der to  pafs  to  the  north  of  the  eafl  point  of  Mowec; 
..his  engaged  our  time  until  afternoon  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  Tucfday  the  ith,  when  wx  bore  away 
along  the  north  fi<lc  of  that  ifland. 

In  this  route  wc  fell  in  with  the  fouth-cafl 
fide  of  Mowec,  near  to  the  ftation  where  our  fur- 
vey  had  commenced  the  preceding  year  ;  and  in 
beating  round  the  weftern  part  of  the  ifland, 
which  does  not  terminate  in  a  projedling  point, 
but  forms  a  large  rounding  promontory,  we  very 
anxioully  looI;ed  out  for  the  harbour  mentioned 
by  Captain  King,  as  reported  by  the  natives  to 
exift  in  that  neighbourhood ;  but  nothing  v/as 
feen  that  could  warrant  fuch  a  rcprcfentation, 
excepting  two  fmall  open  coves,  fituated  on  each 

fide 


i 


IBCH, 

iered 
uring 
re  vi- 

>f  the 
m  the 
,nts  of 

osrefs 
tunity 
lliores 
we  did 
ner  ac- 
re ach* 
,  in  or- 
vlowec ; 
the  fol- 
rc  away 

^ith-eaft 
»ur  lur- 
andin 
ifland, 
g  point, 
we  very 
ntioned 
latives  to 
ling  v»ras 
;ntation, 
on  each 
(ids 


f 


1794.3  ROUND  THE  WOULD.  II7 

fide  of  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  ifland  ;  thefe, 
anfwering  all  the  purpofes  of  the  inhabitants  with 
their  canoes,   probably  induced  them  to  fuppofe 
that  fuch  accommodations  were  all  we  required. 
Off  this  eaftern  extremity,   which,  according  to 
our  obfervations,  is  fituated  in  latitude  20°  441', 
longitude  203"  5S%  and  bearing  by  compafs  from 
the  north- weft  point  of  Owhyhee,  N.  7  W.  at 
the  diftance   of  nine  leagues,  lies  a  fmall  iflet, 
with  fomc  rocks  between  it  and  the  fhore.     To 
the  north  of  this  iflet  is  a  remarkably  elevated 
hummock,    rifmg   almoft  perpendicularly  from 
the  fea,  but  gradually  defcending  in  a  flope  in 
land  ;  it  was  covered  with  a  pleafmg  verdure,  and 
occupied  by  fcver-Al  houfcs,  but  deflitute  of  trees 
or  flirubs.     The   adjacent  country,  which   was 
moderately  elevated,  prefcnted  a  fertile  appear- 
ance, and  fecniicd  to  be  thickly  inhabited,  as  far 
back  as  the  foot  of  thofe  mountains  that  compoie 
the  caftern  part  of  the  ifland.     As  we  pafTed  this 
rounding  promon'corv,  fome  detached  rocks  were 
noticed  lying  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fliorc, 
along  which  we  failed  at  a  diftance  from  two  to 
four  miles,   and  found  it  a  little  indented,  and 
chiefly  compofcd  of  ftcep  rugged  cliifs. 

The  wind  being  light,  enabled  a  few  of  the 
natives  to  vifit  us  during  tlvj  uftcrnc'on,  but  they 
had  little  with  them  to  difpofc  of;  in  the  even- 
ing!; thcv  returned  ]:'.on:e,  and  at  dark  we  hauled 
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offtlieflinrc  in  order  to  prcierve  our  ftntion  for 
contini;irig  our  fiirvcy.  The  next  morninc;, 
Wedncfviay  tlie  /;th,  we  again  ftood  in  for  the 
land,  palling  the  deep  bay  that  bounds  tlic  north- 
ern fide  ol  the  ifthmus,  which  conncds  the  two 
lofty  rangi's  of  mountains  that  form  the  illand  of 
Mowce.  A  very  licavv  liirf  beat  on  the  low 
fandy  fljorc:.  of  tlic  bay,,  from  whence  a  few  of 
the  natives,  as  ill  appointed  for  barter  as  the  for- 
mer, paid  us  a  vifit.      •  .•.•■  '^     -<  .  ..'■;::.•      '    , 

From  thefc  people  wt  underflood  that  Titceree 
was  at  Woahoo,  and  that  Taio  was  at  Morotoi ; 
but  tliat  KamaJiannay  who  in  the  abfencc  of  77- 
Iccrcc  had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  government, 
accompanied  by  tluxc  or  four  other  chiefs  and 
Ibmc  inferior  pco})]c,  were  unfortunately  in  a 
Iioufe  tiiat  contained  tl;c  major  part  of  the  gun- 
powder YV.V.'vrr  [:oirei!ed,  when  it  took  fire  and 
Vilcvv  up.  \)\  this  accident  J*yar;!ahan?ta,  with 
two  other  ciiiciri  and  fom«  of  the  people,  had 
been  killed,  and  all  the  reil:  had  been  \cry  badly 
wr/un-Jed.  This  h(.i;fe  appeared,  by  tlieir  ac- 
count, to  have  been  apj/ropriated  bv  Tifctvce  as  a 
rriaj'.a/ine  ;  tliat  the  aecidcnt  had  happened  only 
a  ie*v  (l':vs  before  our  arrival,  and  tliat  fome  of 
tlie  ]>eif  uis  w iio  had  been  iiurt  had  nncc  died  of 
iheir  Avonnd?. 

A  flic  breeze  from  tlic  N.  £.  with  '^Icar  nnd 
pkaiai.c  weather,   brought  us'  ly  neon  up  to  the 
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n-orth-weft  point  of  Alovvec.  The  oblcrved  la- 
titude at  this  time  was  21°  7',  longitude  203" 23'. 
The  point  bore  by  compafs  S.  8  W.  dillant  four 
miles ;  off  tbis  lay  an  iflct  and  feme  rocks,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  fliore,  wliicli  is  ilecp  and 
cliffy.  Having  thus  completed  our  intended  fur- 
vcy  of  Mowcc,  we  flood  over,  and  brought  to 
within  about  half  a  league  of  the  north-caff  point 
of  Morotoi,  in  the  cxpC(5lation  of  feeing  2\iio  ; 
for  whom,  as  well  as  for  Ti/ceree,  I  had  rcferved 
Ibmc  fnccp,  lor  cftablilbing  the  breed  in  each  of 
the  iflands.  Tnio,  wc  had  underftood,  refided 
fomewhere  hereabouts,  and  fome  of  the  natives 
who  came  off  to  us  repeated  this  intelligence,  but 
added  that  the  day  being  tabco  poory,  it  was  im- 
poffiblc  we  lliould  receive  a  vififc  from  him. 

Wc  continued  nearly  fliationary  for  three  hours 
in  the  ho})c  of  obtaining  fbmc  vegetables,  but 
none  were  to  be  procured ;  at  fis-e  we  made  fail, 
and  as  the  Chatham  the  prccedinsz;  year  had  ex- 
amined  the  north  fide  of  this  iliand,  our  courfe 
was  direclcd  for  the  nortji-caft  fide  of  Woahoo  ; 
which,  at  day  .ight  tlie  fuccceding  morning, 
Tiiurfday  the  Oth,  bore  by  compafs  from  W.  to 
S.  27  W.  and  xvI;,n)toi,  from  S.  ."32  E.  to  S.  45  E. 
We  continued  om*  furvcv  Uvm  vvlir.t  we  had  for- 
merly  exun/nied  on  the  fbnth':rn  p^art  of  this  l:de 
of  the  ifl^rr.d,  and  iliortly  after  n.oon  we  pa{]l:d 
its  north  point;   v, Liii^b,  according  to  ciir  obfcr- 
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vatlons,  is  in  latitude  21°  42§',  longitude  202"  1^; 
the  former  being  three  miles  further  fouth,  and 
the  latter  fourteen  miles  further  weft,  than  the 
fituation  of  that  point  as  laid  down  by  Captain 
King ;  our  prcfcnt  furvcy,  however,  corrcfponded 
with  our  former  obfcrvations,  as  to  the  pofition 
of  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  Woahoo;  and  made 
this  fide  of  the  ifland  four  miles  longer  than  Cap- 
t<jn  King's  delineation,  and  agreed  better  with 
our  eftimated  dillance  between  Woahoo  and  At- 
towai.  In  every  other  rcfpcc^l  our  examination 
confirmed  the  remarks  of  Captain  King  ;  except- 
ing, that  in  point  of  cultivation  or  fertility,  the 
country  did  not  appear  in  fo  flouriihing  a  ftatc, 
nor  to  be  fo  numeroufly  inhabited,  as  he  repre- 
fented  it  to  have  been  at  that  time,  occafioned 
moft  probably  by  the  conftant  hoflilities  that  had 
exifted  fmce  that  periodi 

My  intentions  were  to  have  flopped  near  the 
run  of  w  ater  off  which  the  Ptcfokition  and  Dif- 
covery  had  anchored,  called  by  the  natives  VVhv- 
mea,  and  rendered  memorable  by  the  f  ital  catal- 
trophe  th;it  had  awaited  the  commander  and 
ihc  aftronomcr  of  the  Da.'dalus.  Here  I  was  in 
expectation  of  procuring  an  interview  v^ith  77- 
tccrcc,  who  we  had  been  infornicd  was  then  in 
this  neighbourhood  ;  but  Icariiinir  from  a  lew  oi 
tlie  inliabitants,  vs  ho  vifited  lis  in  a  Imall,  iliabby, 
fiu'^'e  canoe,  that  he  wa.<  iroiie  to  Wliytectc,  and 
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there  being  at  this  time  a  very  heavy  north-weft 
fwell  that  broke  inccflantly,  and  vvIt"^  great  vio- 
lence, on  all  the  adjacent  fliorcs,  to  vviiich,  Irom 
their  greatly  expoled  fituation,  they  feemed  very- 
liable  ;  and  havino;  alfo  fmilhed  our  flirvev,  we 
quitted   Woahoo,   and    direi^tcd  our  conrfe  to- 
wards the  ncrth-cafi:  part  ofAttowai,  which  at 
day-light  in  the  morning  of  Friday  the  /tb,  bore 
by  compafs  from  N.  8i  W.  to  S.  40  W.     As  Ave 
approached   its  fliores,  tlie  fanic   influence  was 
felt  from  a  northerly   current,  as  we  had  before 
experienced ;  but  the  wind  being;  to  the  ibutli- 
vvard,  it  did  not  prevent  our  palling  to  the  north 
of  the  ifland,  which,  at  noon,   bore  by  compais 
from  S.  7.5  W.  to  S.  U5  V.  ;  and  the  nortli-call 
extremity  of  the  ifland,  extending  from  the  forked 
hill  mentioned  on  our  laft  \  iiit   hither,  S.  13  E., 
diftant  three  miles  and  a  half.      In  thi:^  fituation 
the   obferved    latitude   was    2::'^    \.'>\    loni'itudc 
200"  3(/.     Here  we  rejoined  the  AnHMJcnn  brig 
Wafliiniirton,  which  had  failed  with  us  from  Ka- 
rakakooa,  but    had   dire61-cd    her   coiirie   to    the 
fouthwaid  of  the  iflands,  for  \Vh\tecie  in  Woa- 
hoo, where  Hie  had  remained,  five  davs.    Amonsft 
other  articles  that  Mr.    Kcndrlcl:   h;id   procured 
\.  hilll  tlicre,  was   ei!.>:,hty  pout  ids    weigb.t  of  very 
fine  bees  wax,  that  had  drifted  In*  tlie  fea  on  to 
tr.e  ihores  of  (hat  illand,   and  had  vcrv  recently 
been  picked  up   l)y  the  natives;  and  1  now  un- 
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('eiftood  tiiat  forne  pieces  had  alfo  been  procured 
from  the  natives  ot  the  other  iflands  by  Mr.  Ken- 
drlck,  w  ho  In  a  great  mcafurc  confirmed  the  ac- 
count contained  in  Mr.  Brown's  letter  to  me,  of 
the  very  improper  condud  of  the  merchant  fea- 
incii  who  hud  defcrted,  or  othcrwife  quitted  the 
veiiels  to  which  they  had  belonged,  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  refiding  amongfi:  thefe  iflandcrs.  In  this 
number  were  fome  w  horn  we  had  formerly  left 
at  Attovvai,  but  he  now  fcemcd  to  be  determined 
that  thcv  ihould  no  lonricr  remain  on  that  ifland. 

The  wind  durlnir  tlic  afternoon  was  ]iy;ht  and 
variable,  confequently  we  made  little  progrefs. 
In  the  courle  o{  the  day  vvc  procured  a  fmall  fiip- 
ply  of  hogs,  yams,  and  vegetables.  At  iun-lct 
a  fmall  iflet  l}ing  near  ti:c  (hore,  and  fituated 
from  the  north-eiift  point  of  the  illand  N.  fia  W., 
i'lx  miles  and  a  half  difiant,  viore  by  compafs 
S.  33  W.,  about  two  m.ilcs  from  us,  and  the 
ihores  of  tbic  iiland,  which  are  alternately  clitts 
anfl  bcache>,  bore  from  S.  I'.o  E.  to  S.  71  W. 

The  ni;iiit  was  pailed  as  ufual  in  prcferving 
our  ftation,  and  in  the  rnorninii  of  Saturday  the 
8th,  vre  a'j;aln  ftood  in  for  the  land  ;  about  eight 
o'clock  \vc  were  oil'  a  fmall  deep  bay  ;  its  call 
point  lies  from  the  above  i(let  wctl,  diltant  lour 
mile,--,;  {]■>']>  bav  is  nearly  half  a  Ic^jrue  v.  idc,  and 
ab'out  the  fiir.e  dcjnh  ;  Irat  being  expoied  to  t!ic 
viclcncc   of  the  norih-v.efterly  wind:,   and   the 
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oceanic  fwcll,  is  iiidl^lblc  for  fF  fpping,  md 
therefore  wc  did  not  exiiminc  it  iurthcr ;  but  con- 
tinued our  route  with  a  fine  breeze  iVom  tlie  N.  E. 
at  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles  iVom  the  Ihorc, 
palTing  fomc  rocks  and  breakers,  that  extend  a 
imall  diftance  from  tlic  weft  point  of  the  bay  ; 
wlicre  "Lhc  coafl  of  Attovvai  aiiiin-.cs  a  very  ruy;- 
.'icd  Knd  romantic  appearance,  rifing  fuddenly  to 
lofty  abrupt  chtFs,  that  jet  out  into  a  variety  of 
ileep,  rugged  rocky  poinls,  apparently  deftitute 
ol  both  foil  and  verdure,  but  terminaLing  uearlv 
m  uniform  even  fummits,  on  which,  as  well  as 
in  the  valhes  or  chafms  O.v.xt  wee  fonned  be- 
tween the  points,  were  fma'.l  patches  of  iiveU' 
green  that  produced  a  very  ln:gu!ar  ctlech  Thi'i 
ibrt  of  coafi:  continued  to  the  north -v\ert  point  of 
tlie  iflanil.  As  we  approachcvl  tlii,'.  point,  th-e  re- 
gular trade  wind  being  intercepted  by  th^fe  lofty 
fliores,  we  were  retarded  by  lisrht  variawle  breezes, 
and  were  frcviucntly  becalmed.  At  n'.on  the  oh- 
ferved  latitude  was  22"  12',  longitude  200'  lo;'. 
The  ifland  of  Oncliow  bore  !>y  com::af^  from  S. 
3-1  W.  to  S.  44  W.;  Oreehoo:;,  S.  M  W.  ;  and 
Attowai,  from  IT.  7S  E.  to  :l.  Q  K.  ;  its  north- 
weft:  point  being  the  lieaie-'v  .'iiore,  o.  ;;;  E.,  dif- 
tant  three  miles.  Fiom  this  point  ihe  country 
aflumed  a  vcrv  difil-rent  afbcit ;  V:  dciceiided  liid- 
deniy  from   tlie  mountains,   and  tern: 
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nenccs,  and    a    few    fcattered   habitations,    but 
wearing  a  fteril  and  deiblate  appearance. 

In  the  afLeinoon  we  were  favored  with  a 
gentle  northerl)'  breeze,  which  by  fim-fet  brought 
us  to  the  weft  point  of  the  iflan.d,  fituated,  ac- 
cording to  our  obfervations,  in  latitude  22°  4^ 
longitude  200°  10^;  off  which  extends  a  reef  of 
rocks,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fhore. 

Having  now  completed  the  furvey  of  Atto- 
wai,  we  met  the  regular  trade  wind,  with  which 
"we  flood  to  windward  for  Whymca  bay,  in  that 
ifland  ;  where,  at  nine  in  the  morning  of  Satur- 
day the  Qth,  we  anchored  in  23  fathoms,  foft 
bottom,  and  moored  with  a  cable  ench  way ;  the 
pomts  of  the  bay  bore  by  compafs  from  N.  77  W. 
to  S.  65  E.  ;  the  river  S,  35  E.,  diftant  half  a 
league.  Here  we  again  rhet  the  Wafhington  ; 
Mr.  Kcndrick,  having  beaten  round  the  eaft  end 
of  the  ifland,  had  arrived  two  days  before  us. 

Our  arrival  was  fooii  known,  and  wc  were 
early  vifitcd  by  many  of  our  former  friends  and 
acquaintances.  Amonirft  the  number  were  the 
two  youn'x  women  I  had  broujrht  from  Nootka 
and  fettled  here  ;  during  our  late  a-bfcnce  they 
had  been  treated  -with  great  liindncfs  and  civility, 
yet  they  v>crc  both  very  apprclicnfivc  that,  on 
our  I'lnallv  quitting  tbele  feas,  the  attentive  bc- 
havicnir  they  had  hitherto  experienced  would  be 
difcontinucd.  I  however  cn:?.braced  the  flrft  op- 
portunity 
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portunity  of  obtaining  from  all  the  principal 
chiefs  the  moft  folemn  alluranccs  of  the  contrary. 
Wc  found  Eneifio,  who  had  now  changed  his 
name  to  JVakca,  ftill  aUve,  and  though  in  a  fome- 
what  bccccr  Hate  of  health  than  when  we  laft  left 
him,  he  was  yet  in  a  moft  deplorably  emaciated 
condition. 

Since  our  late  departure,  Enemo  had  attempted 
to  acquire  the  fupreme  authority  in  the  govern- 
ment of  thele   iilauds,  independent  of   Thccree 
and  Tab.     To  eftecl  this  oujcd;   he   had   been 
affilccd  by  Mr.  Kendrick's  people,  and  the  reft  of 
the    European    and    American   rencgadocs ;    on 
whofe  fupport  and  knowledge  in  the  ulc  of  fire- 
arms he  had  placed  the  grcateft  reliance,  and  had 
been  induced  to  declare  and  confider  his  inde- 
pendency  as   certain.     Thcfc   proceedings   loon 
reached  the  ear  of  T'llecrcc,  w  \\o  lent  a  chief  and 
a  party  of  men  to  inquire  the  caufe  of  {o  fudden 
an  akeradon,  and  to  know   if  it  were   counte- 
nanced by  the  clileis   and  people  of  the   ifland, 
amongft  whom  the  regent   had  not  been  confi- 
dered   as  very  popular.     But  the   intentions  of 
thefe  unfortunate  people   being  iiippofed  to   be 
hoftilc  to  the  liitcrefts  or  views  of  Enemo,  they 
were  mc-t   as  they  approached  the  fliore,   and, 
without  any  previous  inquiry  into   the  nature  ot 
their  errand,  were  oppofed  by  a  \\'\v\\\  party  ot 
Enemo  s  adherents  conduced  by  the  rcncgadoes, 
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who,  with  their  mufkets  drove  them  with  great 
llaughter  from  the  illand,  and  purfued  them  in 
their  flight  until  they  left  very  few  to  relate  the 
unfortuiiate  illue  of  their  embafly  to  Titeeree ; 
and  the  untimely  fate  of  thofe  who  had  fallen, 
to  their  inqv.lring  relations  and  friends.  This  me- 
lancholy event  would  not,  moil  probably,  have 
happened,  had  not  thcfe  flrangers  advifed  and 
aliifted  in  the  perpetration  of  this  diabolical  and 
unprovoked  barbarity  ;  in  extenuation  of  v/hich 
they  plead,  that  tiiey  were  compelled  to  adl  this 
lavage  part  in  order  to  prcfcrve  the  good  opinion 
of,  and  keep  themfelves  in  fivor  Vxith,  the  chief. 

The  Buttervvorth  arriving  at  Woahoo  fhortly 
nfccr  the  return  of  this  unfortunate  expedition, 
Titecrcc  Solicited  Mr.  Brown  to  take  him  to  At- 
towai  for  the  purpofe  of  etFe6t;ng,  in  an  ami- 
cable way,  an  accc.unmodation  with  this  rebel- 
lious chief.  With  this  Mr.  'Brown  complied,  and 
akcr  an  explanatory  interview  on  board  his  fliip, 
all  matters  Vvcre  omproinired  to  tlie  mutual  lli- 
tiifadion  of  both  patties  ;  and  llnee  that  period 
the  ifland  has  enjoyed  tranquillity,  though  it  llill 
remained  under  the  government  of  ILnemo  as 
reivent. 

But  to  return.  We  received  an  early  vifit 
fiOin  ILncnio  and  Tamo'icrnd,  accompanied  only 
bv  a  tew  chicks,  but  l?v  a  threat  number  c-f  uo- 
n:en,  who  \sk:x,  fjr  the  niofb  part,  of  fume 
•    •  confequcnce. 
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confequence,  and  attendcmts  on  hia  court.  From 
the  regent  and  prince  1  received  a  prefent  of  a 
few  indiiferent  hogs,  though,  according  to  their 
affertions,  they  were  IbniC  of  the  bell  on  trie 
iiianJ.  T*-  itock  of  thefe  animals,  they  faid, 
by  the  great  demand  from  the  trading  vefiels  for 
them  for  fbine  time  paft,  Imd  been  much  re- 
duced ;  and  judging  from  the  fmiiU  number  that 
were  brought  for  fale,  we  had  no  rciuon  to  dif- 
crcdit  their  information.  A  fnpply  of  vegetables 
was  what  we  had  principally  depended  upon  pro- 
curing here,  and  in  tins  expeciation  it  appeared 
we  were  hkely  to  be  more  fuccef^ful  ;  though 
the  yams,  by  far  the  bell  fpccies  for  fea  flore, 
were  alfo  very  fcarce. 

During  the  afternoon  the  trade  wind  blew  a 
very  ftrong  gale  ;  it  moderated  for  a  few  hours  in 
the  evening,  but  in  the  night  was  attended  hv 
heavy  gufts  from  the  N.  N.  iC.  A  continuance 
of  this  weather,  although  it  did  not  prevent, 
much  retarded  the  natives,  in  tlieir  pailuge  from 
the  lliore  to  the  fliips  Vvith  the  fu{;plics  we  re- 
quired, until  the  afternoon  of  the  lltli;  v.hen 
it  becoming  more  moderate,  I  p;'.id  my  refpecis 
to  the  regent  at  his  refidence  on  fiiore,  in  con- 
fequence of  an  invitation  to  an  evening  anun'e- 
ment,  which,  from  tlie  defcrlptioii  of  it  bv  the 
natives,  was  very  diiFcicnt  i'ivm  thole  1  \vy..[  be- 
ibre  attended. 
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Plaving  been  difappointed  in  feeing  T'ltceree  or 
Td'io,  1  took  this  opportunity  of  depofiting  with 
E.iii-mo  tlic  breed inir  thee p  I  had  intended  for  thofe 
chiefs;  giving  hi; -i  to  underftand,  that  in  pro- 
portion as  they  nuJtiplied  they  were  to  be  dif- 
tributed  aiiiongft  the  other  iflands ;  and  the  pro- 
duce of  them  were  put  under  the  fame  reflrlc- 
tions  as  I  had  exacted  at  OwLyhee  ;  with  all 
which,  himfelf,  and  the  chiefs  then  prefent,  very 
ferioufly  promifcd  to  comply. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  place  of  exhibition,  we 
found  the  performers  airembled,  confifting  of  a 
numerous  throng,  chiefly  of  women,  who  were 
dreiled  in  their  various  coloured  clothes,  difpofed 
with  a  good  effect.  The  entertainment  confifted 
of  three  parts,  antl  was  performed  by  three  dif- 
ferent parties  confifting  of  about  two  hundred 
■women  in  each,  who  ranged  themfelves  in  five 
or  fix  rows,  not  {landing  up,  nor  kneeling,  but 
rather  fitting  upon  their  haunches.  One  man 
only  advanced  a  few  feet  before  the  centre  of  the 
front  row  of  the  ladies,  who  fecmed  to  be  the 
hero  of  the  piece,  and,  like  a  flugal  man,  gave 
tone  and  adion  to  the  entertainment.  In  this 
fituation  and  poflure  they  exhibited  a  variety  of 
geftures,  almoll  incredible  for  the  human  body 
fo  circumtlanccd  to  perform.  The  whole  of 
this  numerous  group  was  in  perfed;  unilbn  of 
voice  and  aclion,  that  it  were  impoifible,  even 
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to  the  ben'^  of  a  finger,  to  have  dlfcerned  the 
lead  variation.  Their  voices  were  melodious,  and 
their  adlons  were  as  innumerable  as,  by  me, 
they  arc  undefcribable  ;  they  exiiiblted  great  eafc 
and  much  elegance,  and  the  wdiole  was  executed 
with  a  degree  of  correctnefs  not  cafily  to  be  ima- 
gined. This  w^as  particularly  ftriking  in  one 
part,  where  the  performance  inftantly  changed 
from  a  loud  full  chorus,  and  vaft  agitation  in  the 
countenances  and  gellures  of  the  ad:ors,  to  the 
moft  profound  filence  and  compofure ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  continuing  in  their  previous  erecl  atti- 
tude, all  fell  down  as  it  were  lifelefs,  and  in  their 
fall  buried  themfelvcs  under  their  garments;  con- 
veying, in  fome  mcafure,  the  idea  of  a  boifterous 
ocean  becoming  fuddenly  tranquillized  by  an  in- 
llant  calm.  The  great  diveriity  of  their  figured 
drelfes  on  this  occafion  had  a  particularly  good 
cffedrt ;  the  fevcral  other  parts  were  conducted 
with  the  fame  correc^tnefs  and  uniformity,  but 
were  Icfs  cafy  to  defcribc.  Tlicrc  appeared  to  be 
much  variety  and  little  repetition,  not  only  in 
the  ading  of  the  refpeclive  ir.ts,  but  in  the  whole 
of  the  three  parts ;  the  performers  in  wliich,  could 
not  amount  to  lefs  than  lix  liundred  pcrfons.  This 
■Jjfoora/i  was  completely  free  from  the  difgulting 
oblcenity  exhibited  in  the  former  entertainments, 
which  I  have  before  had  occafion  to  notice.  It 
■was  conducted  throuini  everv  part  with  srrcat  life 
Vol.  V.  K  and 


/   i 


■  •         u 


t' 


fM .  ,' 


•11 


J 


:v       )     I 


130  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [mARCH, 

and  vivacity ;  and  was,  without  exception,  the 
moil  plcafing  amufcmcnt  of  the  kind  we  had 
fccn  performed  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage. 

The  fpediators,  who  were  as  numerous  as  at 
Ovv  hyhec,  were  in  their  beft  apparel,  and  all  re- 
tired very  peaceably  after  the  clofe  of  the  per- 
formance, about  the  fetting  of  the  fun. 

All  our  friends  fecmed  to  be  much  gratified 
with  the  applaufe  we  had  beftowed,  and  the  ia- 
tibfa(^ion  we  cxprelTed  at  the  great  fkill,  dexte- 
rity, and  taile  of  the  performers.  This  enter- 
tainment was  flated  to  be  in  compliment  to  the 
pregnancy  of  one  of  the  regent's  wives,  and  that 
it  would  frequently  be  repeated  until  flie  was 
brought  to  bed  ;  which  event  was  expedled  to 
fiakc  place  in  about  three  months. 

In  return  for  the  amufcment  we  had  derived, 
we  entertained  the  multitude  after  it  was  dark  in 
our  way,  by  a  difplay  of  fire- works,  which  as 
uiiial  were  received  with  2:reat  furnrize  and  ad* 
miration. 

The  weather  beins^  more  fettled,  on  the  foi- 
lowing  day,  Wednefday  the  1 2th,  we  completed 
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with  a  tolerable  fupply  of  vegetables,  our  in- 
tended departure  was  made  known  to  the  regent 
prince  and  the  reft  of  the  chiefs ;  who,  on  re- 
ceiving ilich  prcfents  as  their  fervices  had  de- 
manded or  the  cccafion  required,  all  took  their 
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leave  (excepting  one  or  two  who  propofcd  to 
accompany  us  to  Onehow)  with  every  exprcirion 
of  the  moll  friendly  regard  and  attachment,  and 
with  repeated  folicitations  for  our  fpcedy  return. 

For  the  purpofe  of  procuring  a  fea  (lock  of 
yams,  which  we  were  given  to  underlland  by  the 
natives  might  be  readily  obtained  at  Onehow, 
we  quitted  Attowai  in  the  morning  of  the  1 3th, 
and  dired:ed  our  courfe  to  that  illand. 

By  our  feveral  vifits  to  Attowai,  we  had  found 
that  the  roadftead  of  Whymca  was  much  con- 
fined in  refpedt  of  fafe  anchorage  ;  for  although 
the  Difcovery's  cables  had  not  been  injured  by  a 
foul  bottom,  yet  the  Chatham,  in  March  I7y2, 
when  anchored  in  30  fathoms  water  at  only  a 
convenient  diftance  to  the  north- weft  of  the 
Difcovery,  on  a  bottom  of  foft  mud,  had  both 
her  cables  much  fretted  and  damaged  by  the 
rocks  at  the  bottom  ;  and  not  far  to  the  call  ward 
of  our  eallernmoll:  anchor  was  found  alfo  a  patch 
of  rocky  bottom,  in  fome  places  not  deeper  than 
four  fathoms,  though  furrounded  by  a  depth  of 
from  30  to  lo  futhums. 

Although  a  fituation  more  convenient  to  the 
ihore,  in  a  Icjs  depth  of  water  and  with  a  muddy 
bottom,  might  lia\e  been  taken  within  the  Dif- 
coverj's  il;atidn,  and  is  to  be  found  by  keeping 
the  Iteep  banks  of  the  river  not  fliut  in,  but  jutl 
a  little  open ;  yet,   from  the  lurking  patches  of 
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rocks  that  have  been  found  near  the  fame  fort  of 
bottom,  it  Is  evident  that  great  caution  fliould  be 
obfervcd  to  avoid  tiiofe  hidden  dangers ;  which 
may  fcrve  to  account  for  the  cables  of  former 
veiTels  having  been  cut  through,  without  rc- 
forting  to  an  operation  which  appears  to  me  in- 
credible, and  I  believe  impoflible  to  have  been 
cffcded. 

It  had   been  pofitively  afTerted,   and  I   doubt 

not  as  pofitively  believed,  that  the  natives  were 

capable  of  diving  to  the  depth  of  40  fathoms, 

and  there  cutting  through  a  twelve  or  fourteen 

inch  cable  ;   they   have  not   only  been  fufpeded 

and  accufcd  of  accompliflilng  this  tafk,  but  have 

been  fired  upon  by  fome  whofe  cables  have  been 

fuppofcd   to   be   thus  injured  ;   an  a<ft  not  to  be 

juftiricd  by  common  humanity,  or  common  fenie. 

Thefe  people  arc  liowever  very  expert  fvvimmers, 

and  alniotl  as  dexterous  as  filh  in  the  water,  but 

their  cfiorts  are  chiefly  confined  t       .^le  furfacc, 

thouLth  fbmc  of  them  dive  cxcedingly  well,  yet 

they   are   not  capable   of  dcfcending  to   fuch  a 

depth,  or   of  remaining  under  water  a  fufficient 

time  to  cut  tli rough  a  cable. 

One  of  the  bell  divers  of  the  country  in  Ta- 
niaahniaaJi's  cfdmation,  I  faw  endeavour  at  Ka- 
rakakooa  to  recover  a  caulking  iron  that  had 
been  dropped  in  12  fathoms  water;  and  in  order 
to  induce  l;i:^  utmoft  exertion,  a  great  reward  was 
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offered  to  him  if  he  fucceeded ;  but  after  two 
unfuccefsful  attempts  he  was  fo  tired  and  ex- 
haufted,  that  he  was  unable  to  make  a  third  trial 
then,  though  he  promlfed  to  renew  his  exertions 
the  next  day  ;  the  fame  reward  was  then  again 
offered  to  him,  but  he  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  make  another  effort,  and  the  caulking 
iron  remained  at  the  bottom. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon  we  anchored  off 
the  weft  fide  of  Onchow,  in  1 8  fLthoms  water, 
foft  fandy  bottom  ;  the  north-weft  point  of  the 
ifland  bearing  by  compafs  N.  25  E.,  half  a  league 
diftant ;  the  neareft  fhore  E.  S.  E.,  about  a  mile 
and  a  quarter ;  its  weft  point  S.  1 5  E  ;  Tahoo- 
rowa  S.  43  W.;  and  the  outer  part  of  the  reef 
that  extends  from  the  north-weft  point  of  One- 
how,  N.  8  E. 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  Paget,  whom  I  h?ld  di- 
redicd  to  examine  the  north- weft  fide  of  this 
ifland  in  the  Chatham,  joined  us,  and  acquainted 
mc  that  the  Chatham  was  very  crank. 

W^c  had  now  accompliOied  our  furvcy  of  the 
Sandwich  iflands  ;  and  as  our  cxpcdations  were 
difappointed  in  the  promifcd  fupply  of  yams,  in 
the  evening  of  Friday  the  14th  we  took  our  leave 
of  Onehow. 

In  the  fituacion  where  we  had  anchored,  oi; 
cables  had   not  received   any  damage ;  but  tl  e 
Chathvim,    at  anchor  near   us,    hooked  a  rock 
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under  v/a^cr,  which  engaged  them  fome  time, 
and  was  v  'ith  difficulty  cleared ;  after  great 
danger  of  lofing  the  anchor,  as  the  cable  was 
nearly  chafed  through  by  the  rocks.  It  is  here 
nccefTary  to  remark,  that  although  this  ftation 
has  been  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  feveral 
vclTels  that  have  refortcd  hither,  for  the  yams 
and  other  rcfrefliments  that  Onchow  once  af- 
forded, it  is  in  all  refpec^s  greatly  inferior  to  the 
place  of  our  anchorage  on  our  former  vifit ;  the 
bottom  here  being  at  a  greater  depth,  and  very 
rocky,  and  the  fituation  open,  a'^d  expofed  to  all 
the  violence  of  the  north  and  north-wcffc  winds, 
and  the  fwell  of  the  ocean.  The  other  fituation 
is  protected  from  this  inconvenience,  with  the 
additional  advantages  of  a  lefs  depth  of  water, 
and  a  clear  bottom  of  good  holding  ground.  It 
is  not,  however,  quite  fo  central  for  the  inhabi- 
tants to  bring  the  produce  of  the  ifland  to  market ; 
but  this  is  of  little  importance,  for  when  they 
have  any  to  difpofe  of,  the  dillance  is  not  re- 
garded by  them. 

At  the  anchorage  we  had  juft  quitted,  we  left 
the  Wafliington  and  an  American  fliip  called  the 
Nancy  ;  the  latter  had  arrived  only  a  Ihort  time 
before  our  departure ;  and  as  it  was  natural  to 
fuppofe  that  Ihe  muft  have  recently  quitted  the 
civilized  world,  her  approach  produced  no  fmali 
degree  of  anxiety  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  fome 
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European  intelligence.  But  we  were  difappointcd 
in  thefe  hopes,  as  thofe  on  board  of  her  were  as 
totally  ignorant  of  traniadlons  there  as  ourfelvcs, 
having  been  abfent  from  New  York  twenty-two 
months ;  during  which  time  they  had  been  prin- 
cipally engaged  at  Falkland's  iflands  and  Statcn 
land,  in  colleding  feal  Ikins  and  oil.  Not  being 
fatisfied  with  their  endeavours  to  the  fouthward, 
they  had  repaired  hither  to  procure  provifions  and, 
refrefliments,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding 
afterwards  to  the  coaft  of  North  Well  America, 
in  order  to  colle<^  furs,  which  they  underftood 
were  to  be  had  there ;  but,  according  to  their 
own  account,  they  neither  knew  what  were  the 
proper  commodities,  nor  were  they  poflclTed  of 
any  articles  of  traffic  for  obtaining  fucli  a  cargp 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  countries. 

On  failing  from  Onehow,  I  appointed  cape 
Douglas  in  Cook's  river  our  next  place  of  ren- 
dezvous with  the  Chatham,  in  cafe  of  feparation. 
There  I  purpofcd  to  re-commence  our  furvey  of 
the  coail  of  North  Wefc  America  ;  and  from 
thence  to  trace  its  boundary  eaftward  to  cape 
Decifion,  the  point  which  is  flated  to  have  ter- 
minated the  pretended  ancient  Spanilli  difco- 
veries. 

Having  afcertained  fatisfadorily  that  there  war, 
not  any  extenfive  navigation  eaftuardly,  between 
the  30th  and  50th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  on 
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this  fide  of  the  American  continent,  I  was  led  to 
believe,  that  if  any  fuch  d'ld  cxi/K  It  would  moft 
probably  be  found  communicating  with  Co'  ks 
river,  up  w  hich  I  entertained  no  doubt  ot  pene- 
trating to  a  very  confiderable  diftancc ;  and  fliould 
we  not  be  able  to  complete  our  refearches  in  the 
courfc  of  the  prefcnt  feafon,  we  Ihould  at  any 
rate,  by  this  mode,  reduce  the  unexplored  part 
of  the  coaft  within  very  narrow  limits.  And  as 
the  examination  of  Cook's  river  appeared  to  me 
to  be  the  moft  important,  and  1  did  not  doubt 
would  prove  the  moll;  laborious  part  of  our  talk 
in  the  enfulng  campaign,  1  was  willing  not  to 
lofc  any  portion  of  the  approaching  fealon,  but 
to  avail  ourielves  of  the  whole  of  it,  for  the  lake 
of  infuring,  as  far  as  was  within  our  powers,  a 
certainty  in  the  accompiiihm.cnt  of  that  objcd. 
For  this  purpofc  I  wiflicd  to  be  in  rcadinefs  to 
commence  the  purfuit  the  inilant  the  Ipring  was 
fufHcicntly  advanced  to  render  our  endeavours 
practicable,  and  which  was  now  likely  to  be  the 
cafe  by  tlje  time  we  Ihould  reach  that  dillance. 

ml 

'  It  was  not  m»ich  out  of  our  way  to  afcertain 
the  fituation  of  a  fmall  illand,  difcovercd  in  1  78vS 
by  the  comm.ander  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
by  him  called  Bird  iliand,  in  confcqucnce  of  its 
being  the  refort  of  valt  flocks  of  the  feathered 
tribe;  and  alfo  to  examine  the  neighbouring  parts 
of  the  ocean,  where  Captain  Cook  in  his  palfage 
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from  Oonalafhka  to  the  Sandwich  iilands  In  the 
year  1778  faw  a  Ihag,  and  other  indications  of 
the  vicinity  of  land.  For  thcfe  purpofcs,  our 
courfc  was  firll  dircded  N.  W.  by  N.  in  queft 
of  Bird  ifland,  under  an  eafy  fail,  in  order  to  allow 
the  Chatham  to  come  up  with  us,  w  hich  fhe  did 
about  midnight. 

At  day  light  on  Saturday  the  1  5th   wc  made 
all  fail,  and  ftood   more  to  the   weft  ward,  fur- 
rounded  by  an  immenfe  number  and  confiderablc 
variety  of  oceanic  birds,   confiding  of  the  fmall 
black  and  white  albatrofles,  tropic,   and  men  of 
war  birds  ;  w  ith  boobies,  noddies,  and  petrels  of 
different  kinds.     In  the  forenoon  the  wind  at  E. 
N.  E.  blew  a  frefli  gale,   and  in  confequence  of 
fome  of  the   back-ftays  giving  way,   we   were 
obliged  to  red'ice  our  fail ;  and  as  we  had  but 
little  cordage  to  replace  fuch  rigging,  thefe  de- 
fed:s  became  a  confideration  of  a  very  unplcafant 
nature  in  this  early  part  of  our  fummcr's  expedi- 
tion. 

At  noon  the  latitude  obferved  was  23^  14', 
longitude  I98"  42^;  the  former  was  14'  further 
north  than  was  fliew^rj  by  or.v  reckoning,  and  was 
nearly  the  fiime  diftance  to  the  north  of  the  lati- 
tude ailigned  to  Bird  ifland  ;  but  as  we  expeiied 
to  find  it  further  to  the  wellward,  though  by 
fome  accounts  vve  had  now^  pafled  its  meridian, 
our  courfc  was  dlrc«5lcd  to  the  fouth-wcfl,  and 
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by  two  in  the*  attcrnoon  it  vviis  fccn  bearing  by 
compafs  \V.  S.  W.  about  fcven  leagues  diftant. 
About  i'lK  in  the  evening  we  reached,  and  palled 
along  the  fbuthcrn  fide  of,   this  very  remarkable 
Solitary  ifland,  or  more  properly  fpeaking,  finglc 
fock,    riling   out   of  this   imrncnfe  ocean.     Its 
greatcft  extent,  which  was  in  a  dircdion  S.74W. 
and  N.  7-J  E.,  did  not  exceed  one  mile;  the  un- 
couth form  of  its  northern,  eaftcrn,  and  vvcftern 
extremities,  againft   which  the  fea  broke  with 
great  violence,  prefented  a  moil  awful  appear- 
ance, rifmg  perpendicularly  from  tlie  ocean  in 
lofty  rugged  cliffs,  inacceffiblc  but  to  its  winged 
inhabitants ;  on   its  fouthern  fide   the  afccnt  is 
not  fo  fleep  and  abrupt ;  and  near  its  weilern 
extremity  is  a  fmall  fluidy  beach,  where  in  fine 
weather,  and  with  a  fmooth  fea,  a  landing  might 
probably  be  cffcdcd.     At  this  place  there  was 
the  appearance  of  a  little  verdure,  though  it  was 
deftitute  of  tree  or  Ihrub ;  every  other  part  was 
apparently  without  foil,  and  confided  only  of  the 
naked  rock.     Its  whole  circumference  does  not 
txcecd  a  league,  and  it  is  fituated  in  latitude  23" 
iV,  longitude  )  QS"  S\     When  this  rock  was  firft 
dlfcovcred   In    1788,  there   were   on  board   the 
Prince  of  Wales  fome  of  the  natives  of  Attowai, 
who  exprcircd  great  furprize  that  there  fliould  be 
land  lb  near  to  their  iilands  (it  lying  from  One^ 
Jiow  N.  51  W.  at  the  diihmceof  3(J  leagues  only) 
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and   of  which  not  only  thcmfclvcs,  but  all  their 
countrymen  were  totally  ignorant. 

This  intelligence  was  communicated  on  their 
return  in  the  autumn  of  that  year ;  and  it  ex- 
cited in  the  active  mind  of  Tuio  a  (Irong  defire 
to  pay  it  a  vifit,  to  eftablifh  a  colony  there,  and 
to  annex  it  to  his  dominions;  but  on  his  hcm<r 
made  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  extent  and 
ftcrility  by  the  officers  of  that  veird,  his  projed 
w^as  abandoned.  Thofe  people  however  rccoo-- 
nize  it  under  the  appellation  o{  Modoo  Mannoo, 
that  is,  Bird  illand  ;  and  from  its  great  diftance 
from  all  other  land,  and  its  proximity  to  their 
iflands,  it  fecms  to  claim  fome  diftant  pretenfions 
to  be  ranked  in  the  group  of  the  Sandwich 
illands,  of  which  we  now  took  leave,  purfuant  to 
the  determination  already  ilatcd. 
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Quit  the  Sanchvkh  Ijlcmds — Tart  Company  ivith 
the  Chatham — Indications  of  Land — See  TfcJie- 
rikoiv  IJland — Pafs  Trinity  JJles — Proceed  along 
the  Coafl — Pinter  and  proceed  up  Cook's  River. 
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HAVING  bid  farewell  to  the  Sandwich  iflands 
on  Saturday  the  1 5th  of  March,  our  courfe 
was  directed  to  the  northward,  with  a  trelh  breeze 
from  the  N.  E.  by  E.  ;  but  as  the  Chatham  was 
fbmc  diilancc  a-ftern,  the  topfails  were   double 
reefed,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening  the  jib 
and  ftay-fails  were  taken  in,  under  the  ideu  that 
with  fuch  reduced  fail  the  Chatham  would  foon 
overtake  us ;  but  as  flie  did  not  make   her  ap- 
pearance by  ten  at  night,  nor  anfwer  a  falfe  fire 
then  burnt,  the  mainfail  was  hauled  up,  and  we 
continued  under  the  forefail  and  double    reefed 
topfails  only,  in  the  hope  of  feeing  our  confbrt  at 
day-light ;  but  in  this  we  were  difappointed,  and 
I  was  much   at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  caufc 
that   had  produced   our   feparation.     It    was  a 
matter  of  extreme  uncertainty  what  courfe  would 
prove  moft  likely  to  effed^t  our  meeting  cigain,  as 
it  was  not  improbable   that  by  the  low   ilill  wc 
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had  carried  during  the  night,  Hie  might  have 
pailcd  us  unoblervcd,  and  was  then  a-head; 
this  was  as  Hkely  to  have  happened,  as  thatfomc 
accident  had  occafioncd  her  fliortcning  fail,  and 
that  ihe  was  yet  a-llern.  Th?  latter  would  pro- 
bably have  been  announced  by  fignal ;  under  this 
impreffion  we  made  the  bell  of  our  way  towards 
the  coaft  of  America,  with  the  hope  of  rejoining 
our  confort  at  the  appointed  rendezvous. 

The  trade  wind  between  N.  E.,  E.  N.  E. 
and  eaft,  blowing  a  moderate  gale,  with  fqually 
and  fomctimes  rainy  weather,  attended  us  until 
Friday  the  2 1  ft,  when  towards  midnight,  hav- 
ing then  advanced  to  the  35*^  of  latitude,  and  in 
longitude  U,)()u\  it  veered  round  by  the  eafl  to 
the  fouth,  and  on  the  next  day,  Saturday  the 
22d,  it  feemed  to  be  fixed  in  the  wcilern  quarter, 
accompanied  wltii  dark  gloomy  wcath.cr,  and  a 
very  heavy  fea  from  the  north  and  N.  W.  which 
had  been  f'cquently  the  cafe  fmce  our  leaving 
the  iflands. 

But  fev/  of  the  black  and  white  aibatrolfes, 
petrels,  or  others  of  the  feathered  tribe  had  at- 
tended us.  In  the  evening  the  wind  fnifted  to 
the  N.  N.  E.,  where  it  continued  with  doomv 
weather  until  Monday  the  2  1th,  when  it  fi,\ed 
in  the  S.  E,  and  blew  a  frelh  gale  with  the  fame 
dark  gloomy  weather.  A  few  intervals  of  fun- 
Ihinc  enabled  us  on  the  fullovvinii  dav,  Tuefdav 
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the  25th,  to  afccrtain  the  latitude  to  be  39''  3^ 
longitude  \gS^  46^;    and   the  variation  of    the 
compafs  19"  42',  eaftwardly.  This  was  an  increafe 
in   the  variation   far  beyond  our  expedations  ; 
but  as  thefe  were  the  firlt  obfervations  we  had 
been  enabled  to  make  for  this  purpofe  fincc  our 
departure  from  the  Sandwich  iflands,  it  is  pro- 
bable the  increafe   had  been  gradual  to  this  fta- 
tion.    Our  climate  was  alfo  greatly  changed,  the 
thermometer  during  the  lall  week  having  fallen 
from  7O  to  50 ;  but  the  barometer  having  been 
unfortunately  broken,  I  had  no  means  of  afcer- 
taining  the  other  properties  of  the  air.     The 
foutherly  gale  produced  a  fmooth  fca,  and  as  to- 
wards night  we  approached  the  parallel  where 
Captain  Cook  had  noticed   fome  indications  of 
the  vicinity  of  land,  we  ftood  to  and  fro  under  an 
cafy   fail  until  the   morning  of  Wednefday  the 
2(5th,  when  with  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  well- 
ward  we  paffcd  about  15  leagues  to  the  north- 
weflwiird  of  the  Refolution's  track  in  the  year 
17/8.     Throughout  the  day  the  weather  was 
clear,  w  hich  enabled  us  to  gain  a  diftant  view  in 
all  dlrcdlons,  but  nothing  was  fecn  to  intercept 
the  horizon.     The  latitude  at  noon  was  -lo"  45', 
which   was  extremely  well  afcertained  by  good 
obfervations.     The   longitude  200"  1  7'  was  de- 
duced from  altitudes  of  the  fun,  and   from  the 
chronometers   both   before  and   after  mid-day, 
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when  the  variation  was  found  to  be  15^  43'  cafl- 
wardly.  Few  oceanic  birds  vifited  us  in  this  fitua- 
tion.     Two  pieces   of  drift  wood   were  pafTcd 
this  day,  one  piece  appeared  to  have  been  a  great 
length  of  time  in  the  water,  as  it  fwam  very- 
deep,  and  was  nearly  covered  with  barnacles ;  the 
other  was  much  more  buoyant,  and  had  on  it  but 
few  of  thofc  Ihcll  fifli.     Thcfe   were  the  only 
pieces  of  drift  wood,  and  the  only  indications  of 
the  vicinity  of  land,   feen  by  us  between  the 
Sandwich  illands  and  the  American  coaft.  I  was, 
however,  afterwards  informed  by  Mr.  Pugct,  that 
in  his  paffing  thefe  regions  between  the  37th  and 
39th    degrees  of  latitude,   about  four  degrees  to 
the  weftward  of  our  track,  he  faw,  bcfides  petrels 
and  other  oceanic  birds,  puffins,   and  a  bird  of 
the  diver  kind;  and  thut  for  a  few  hours,  in  the 
latitude  of  about  3Q",  the  furfcice  of  the  fea  w^as 
remarkably  fmooth.  MclTrs.  Portlock  and  Dixon 
alfo  in  their  voyage,  in  two  fimilar  pailages  about 
the  fame  latitude,  and  in  longitude   20f/\  faw 
feals,  puffins,  and  other  indications,  that  induced 
them  to  think  fome  undifcovered  land  was  not 
far  remote ;  but   the  weather  being  then,  as  it 
was  alio  at  the  time  of  the  Chatham's  pafllng, 
very  foggy,  this  fad:  could  not  be  afcertained. 
As  fuch   indications  are  by  no  means  common 
in  the  North  Pacific,  they  fcivor  the  conjedurc 
that  fome  land,  though  poffibly  of  no  very  great 
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extent,  ftill  remains  unknown  to  Europeans  in 
this  neighbourhood. 

With  a  frefli  gale  moftly  from  the  weftern 
quarter,  we  proceeded  rapidly  to  the  north,  and 
by  the  following  Sunday,  the  30th,  reached  the 
latitude  of  50°  10^,  longitude  205°  g'^ ;  the  varia- 
tion on  the  preceding  afternoon  was  1 0°  2g'  eaft- 
wardly.  The  wind  had  been  attended  by  a  very 
heavy  fwell  from  the  fouth-weftward ;  the  in- 
tervals of  clear  weather  were  of  Ihort  duration, 
and  in  general  it  was  very  gloomy,  with  fliowers 
of  rain  fucceeded  by  a  fall  of  fnow.  The  ther- 
mometer fiink  to  35.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day 
fome  fca  weed  and  fome  divers  were  obferved ; 
about  the  fnip  were  alfo  fome  albatrofl'es  and 
lliecr- waters.  Our  climate  now  began  to  aflume 
a  degree  of  feverity  that  was  new  to  us ;  on  the 
next  day,  Monday  the  Sift,  the  mercury  flood 
at  the  freezing  point,  and  for  the  firll  time  during 
the  vo-^aLiic  the  fcuttle  calk  on  deck  was  frozen. 

After  a  few  hours  calm  the  wind  fettled  in  the 
N.  E.,  attended  with  froft  and  fnow  until  VVed- 
nefday,  the  2d  of  April,  when  in  latitude  55° 
-13^  longitude  204^  3^  it  veered  to  the  N.  W., 
and  blew  fo  ftrong  a  gale  that  in  the  evening  we 
were  reduced  to  clofe-reefcd  topfails.  The  froft, 
with  much  fnow  and  fleet,  cafed  our  rigging  in 
ice  ;  the  thermometer  ftood  at  20°.  In  the  fore- 
noon of  Thuifday  the  3d  a  fliag  paiTed  the  Ihip, 
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flying  to  the  eaftward,  and  about  three  in  the 
afternoon,  high  land  almoft  intirely  covered  with 
fnow  was  difcerned,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  by  E. 
By  feven  in  the  evening  this  was  plainly  difco- 
vered  to  be  an  ifland,  extending  by  compafs  from 
N.  2  W.  to  N.  32  W.,  at  the  diftance  of  thir- 
teen miles,  with  feme  detached  rocks  lying  off 
its  weftern  extremity.  In  this  fituation  the  depth 
of  water  was  y5  fathoms,  fand  and  ihelly  bottom. 

Although  I  did  not  confider  this  ifland  as  al- 
together a  new  difcovery,  yet  as  its  fituation  had 
not  hitherto  been  well  afcertained,  and  as  during 
the  laft  three  days  our  obfervations  had  been  bi^t 
indifferent,  I  thought  it  proper  to  pafs  the  night 
in  (landing  backward  and  forward,  in  order  to 
gain  a  nearer  view  of  it,  and  in  the  hope  that  the 
following  day  would  be  more  favorable  to  our 
wi flies  for  this  purpofe. 

With  the  wind  at  N.  W.  blowing  a  moderate 
breeze,  the  mercury  at  27,  and  extremely  cold, 
we  made  all  fail  for  the  land  the  next  morning, 
Friday  tlic  4th,  but  in  confcqucnce  of  our  having 
been  fct  by  a  very  fl:rong  current  to  the  S.  W., 
we  were  fo  far  difl:ant,  that  it  was  near  noon  be- 
fore we  had  paflcd  its  fouthcrn  point.  Wc  were 
fortunate  in  gaining  excellent  obfervations,  which 
at  noon  determined  our  fituation  to  be  in  lati- 
tude 55"  48',  longitude  205"  lO';  this  fliewcd  a 
confidcrable  error  in  our  rcckoninii  fince  the  firll: 
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day  of  the  month,  the  latitude  being  22'  further 
north,  and  the  longitude  72^  further  eaft,  than 
had  appeared  hy  the  log.  The  depth  of  water 
at  this  time  was  23  fathoms^  fine  black  fandy 
bottom.  The  north -eaft  point  of  the  ifland  bore 
by  compafs  N.  55  W.  diftant  about  two  leagues ;. 
its  eaftern  extremity,  which  is  a  low  roeky  point, 
and  was  our  neareft  fhore,  S.  06  W.  two  miles ; 
and  its  fouth  point,  S.  30  W.  about  two  leagues 
diftant.  In  the  point  of  view  in  which  we  faw 
the  fouth-weft,  fouthern,  and  eaftern  fides  of  this 
ifland,  it  appeared  to  form  a  fomewhat  irregular 
fouf-fided  figure,  about  ten  leagues  in  circuit ; 
having  from  its  weflern  part,  which  is  low  and 
flat,  and  which  had  the  appearance  of  being  in- 
fular,  a  remarkably  high,  flat,  fquarc  rock,  lying 
in  a  direction  S.  60  W.,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
miles,  between  which  and  the  ifland  is  a  ledge 
of  fmaller  rocks.  The  centre  of  the  iflaiKl  ap- 
peared by  our  obfcrvations  to  be  in  latitude  5r/' 
4Q',  longitude  205"  Y. 

The  feafon  of  the  year  greatly  contributed  to 
increafe  the  dreary  and  inhofpitable  afpcc^  of  the 
country ;  in  addition  to  which  it  iccmed  to  be 
intirely  dellitute  of  trees  or  flirubs,  or  they  were 
hidden  beneath  its  winter  garment  of  fnow, 
which  appeared  to  be  very  deep  about  its  fouth- 
eallern  parts,  confifting  of  high  flccp  clitfs  ;  but 
on  its  wcftcrnfide,  which  was  confidcrably  lower, 
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this  appearance  was  not  fo  general.  About  its 
Ihores  were  fome  fmall  whales,  the  firft  we  had 
noticed  during  this  paffage  to  the  north.  From 
the  relative  fituation  of  this  iiland  to  the  conti- 
nent, I  was  inclined  to  believe  it  to  be  that  which 
Beering  called  Foggy  ifland ;  but  as  Captain 
Cook  gave  that  name  to  another  ifland  not  far 
diftant  to  the  weftward,  I  have  in  honor  of 
Bc-^rii  companion  Tfchf^ikowt  whofe  labors  in 
t*i«,  ardu.  ,*s  tafk  of  difccery  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  thus  commemorated,  called  this  ifland 
after  him  Tscherikow's  Island. 

In  our  route  from  the  Sandwich  iflands  to  this 
ftation  it  may  be  feen,  that  whenever  the  winds 
would  permit,  our  fX)urfe  was  direded  far  to  the 
weftward  of  the  entrance  into  Cook's  river,  as 
delineated  by  that  able  navigator.  My  reafon 
for  fo  doing,  in  the  event  of  circumftances  per- 
mitting, was  to  fall  in  with  thofe  parts  which 
Captain  Cook  w^as  prevented  from  feeing  between 
Foggy  cape  and  cape  Trinity ;  as  I  much  w^iflied 
to  afccrtaln  whether  that  fpace  was  occupied  by 
land,  or  whether  it  communicated  with  Smoky 
bay,  as  has  been  reprefented  in  fome  late  publi- 
cations, though  in  a  manner  not  cafily  to  be  un- 
derrtood.  The  winds  and  weather  had,  how- 
ever, been  adverfe  to  this  defign ;  and  although 
the  latter  prcfcntcd  now  a  more  favorable  prop- 
ped, yet  the  wind,  at  N.  W.,  blew  in  the  very 
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diredion  I  wiftied  to  llecr  for  that  purpofe.  But 
as  it  was  favorable  for  continuing  along  the  ex- 
terior coaft,  and  as  we  had  already  been  greatly 
retarded  in  our  general  operations,  by  adverfe 
winds  and  other  untoward  circumftances,  1  was 
in  ii  ced  to  forego  the  objed;  I  had  in  view,  left 
fimilar  inconvenience  (hould  continue  to  attend 
us,  and  caufc  delays  that  we  could  ill:  afford  in 
the  profecution  of  our  furvey.  Thefe  confidcra- 
tionls  induced  me  to  make  all  fail,  fteering  with 
the  wind  at  N.  N.  W.  during  the  afternoon  to 
the  N.  E. ;  and  having  at  fix  in  the  evening 
made  our  courfe  good  from  noon,  N.  65  E.,  40 
miles.  Trinity  ifland  was  fccn  bearing  by  compafs 
from  N.  5  E.  to  N.  15  W.,  and  another  Ifland 
from  W.  ^  N.  to  W.  by  S.  The  latter  I  took  to 
be  that  which  is  laid  down  in  Ciintain  Cook's 
chart  to  the  fouth-wcft  of  Trinity  Ifland.  This 
land,  although  not  noticed  in  Captain  Cook's 
journal,  was  fecn  and  pafTcd  on  its  Southern  fide 
by  the  Difcovcry  in  that  voyage,  ^^}!ich  proves 
that  the  Refolutlon  and  Difcovery  could  not 
have  iz;one  far  to  the  north  of  Tfcheriko vv  ^  ifland, 
which  was  obfcurcd  at  that  time  by  thick  foggy 
weather. 

After  fun-fet,  the  wind  veered  more  to  the 
weftvvard,  and  enabled  us  to  fland  nearly  for 
Trinity  ifland,  under*-  double-reefed  topfails ; 
and  at  midnight,  havh^g  foundings  at  the  depth 
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of  fifty  fathoms,  foft  fandy  bottom,  we  plied  until 
day-light  under  an  eafy  fail,  with  foundings  from 
70  to  82  fathoms,  fine  fandy  bottom.  At  day- 
liyht  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  5th,  wc 
made  fall,  fteering  towards  Trinity  ifland,  which 
bore  by  compafs  from  N.  0  W.  to  N.  \V.,  the 
main  land  beyond  it  ftretching  to  the  N.  N.  E. 

With  a  moderate  breeze,  between  N.  W.  and 
W.  S.  W.,  V. c  drew  in  with  the  land,  and  the 
weather  being  clear  permitted  us  to  notice  three 
or  four  mountains  of  confiderable  height,  on 
the  main  land,  behind  thofc  that  bounded  thfc 
fea-coaft ,  all  of  which  at  firll  appeared  to  be  co- 
vered with  fuow  ;  but  as  wc  approached  the 
fliores,  the  lower  parts  of  the  coall:  were  found  in 
general  to  be  free  from  fnow,  and  confiderably 
more  ih  than  Tfchcrlkow  ifland.  The  froil:  which, 
iince  the  .3111  of  March,  had  been  very  fcvcre, 
now  save  way,  and  the  therniometer  rofe  to  3o. 
At  noon  the  caftern  extreme  of  Trinity  ifland 
bore  by  compafs  S.  30  W.,  dillant  13  miles  ; 
its  north- weft  point  S.  42  W.;  cape  Trinity  S. 
77  W. ;  the  land  of  Two-headed  point  from  N. 
3<jW.  to  N.  2  1  W. ;  and  the  northern  moil  land 
in  fight  N.  13  E.  The  oblerved  latitude  r.0"4o', 
longitude  207"  7  V.  In  the  courfc  of  the  morn- 
ing, the  variation,  by  the  furveylng  compafs,  was 
found  to  be  23'^  30'  calbvardly 

As  wc  pj  fled  T'"inity  ifland,  it  appeared  to  l)c 
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divided  into  two  iflands,  with  feveral  others  of 
inferior  fize  lying  to  the  north,  between  them 
and  the  land  about  cape  Trinity.  The  eaft  point 
of  the  eafternmoft  is,  according  to  our  obferva- 
tions,  fituatcd  in  latitude  56^  331',  longitude 
200^47';  and  Two-headed  point,  compofirig  a 
fmall  ifland  that  terminates  to  the  north-eaft  by 
a  low  flat  rocjcy  point,  in  latitude  56''  54 T,  lon- 
gitude 207°  !i\  Captain  Cook,  in  affigning  the 
longitude  to  Trinity  ifles,  which  occupy  an  ex- 
tent of  about  fix  leagues  in  an  eaft  and  weft  di- 
redlon,  does  not  delignate  any  particular  part, 
but  fays  they  lie  in  latitude  56"  30^  longitude 
205°.  The  longitude  of  the  eaft  point  of  Tri- 
nity ifland,  agreeably  to  the  obfcrvations  made 
that  voyage  on  board  the  Difcovery,  was  205°  53'; 
neither  of  which  will  be  found  to  agree  with  the 
longitude  on  this  occaiion,  which  was  deduced 
from  exceedingly  good  obfcrvations,  both  before 
and  after  noon,  and  corredlcd  by  fubfequent  ob- 
fcrvations. 

South  weft  ward  from  Two-headed  illand  the 
coaft  is  low,  and  appears  to  be  compad: ;  but 
immediately  to  the  northward  of  it  the  fliorcs 
defcend  abruptly  into  the  fca,  appear  to  be  much 
broken,  and  Ibrm  an  extenfive  found,  of  which 
the  flat  rocky  point  may  be  confidcrcd  as  its 
fouth-weft  point  of  entrance  ;  from  this  its  north- 
caft  point,  being  low  projccfling  land,  lies  N.  58  E. 
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at  the  (IKlancc  of  three  leagues.  The  fcvcral 
branches  that  appc-arcd  to  flow  into  the  found, 
fcemed  to  wind  toward  the  bafe  of  a  connected 
range  of  high  fnowy  mountains,  which  no  doubt 
gave  boundaries  to  their  extent. 

As  we  proceeded  gently  acrofs  the  entrance  of 
this  found  with  a  light  foutherly  breeze,  w^e  were 
vifited  in  the  afternoon  by  two  of  its  inhabitants, 
a  young  man  and  a  girl,  in  a  fmall  fkin  canoe, 
who  flicwcd  tb'^t  they  had  been  acquainted  with 
fome  European  nation,  by  their  having  adopted 
our  mode  of  falutation  in  bowing  as  they  ap- 
proached the  lliip,  and  by  their  coming  on  lx)ard 
without  the  leall  hciitaticn.  We  entertained  no 
doubt  of  their  having  been  fo  in{lru(^ed  by  the 
Ruffians ;  and,  if  we  underftood  them  rightly, 
there  were  fix  pcrfons  of  that  nation  then  refid- 
ing  on  Ihore  in  the  found.  The  man  took  his 
dinner  w-ithout  the  leaft  ceremony,  drank  brandy, 
and  accepted  fuch  prefents  as  were  made  him, 
but  fcemed  to  prefer  fnuff  and  filk  handkerchiefs 
to  every  thing  clfe.  Whilll:  he  remained  on  board, 
which  was  about  an  hour,  I  endeavoured  to  learn 
from  bim  tlic  name  whicii  the  natives  give  to 
this  part  of  t!ic  coaft,  but  could  not  gain  any  Hi- 
tisfadlory  information.  He  clearly  and  diftinxftly 
counted  the  numerals  in  the  languages  of  Oona- 
laflika  and  Prince  William's  found,  though  thefe 
do  not  bear  the  leaft  affinitv  to  each  other.    From 
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his  general  appearance,  1  was  more  inclined  to 
believe  him  to  be  a  Kamtfchadalc  than  a  native 
of  America  or  its  adjacent  illands.  After  their 
departure  we  were  vifited  by  ".  fingle  Indian  in  a 
canoe,  but  he  was  not  fo  famiHar  as  the  others ; 
he  paddled  at  a  diftancc  round  the  fhip,  and  then 
returned  to  the  lliore.  At  feveri  in  the  evening 
we  were  becalmed  within  about  two  miles  of  the 
north-eaft  point  of  the  found ;  when  the  depth 
of  water  was  24  fathoms,  line  fandy  bottom. 

The  weather  continued  fair,  with  faint  vari- 
able winds,  until  midnight ;  at  which  time  the 
wind  fixed  in  the  north-eaft  quarter,  and  brought 
with  it  fleet  and  diflblving  fnow  ;  thus  the  flat- 
tering profped:  that  had  been  prefented,  of  a  fa- 
vorable pafTage  to  our  dcftined  ftation,  was  again 
obfcured,  and  that  we  might  not  lofe  ground, 
we  were  obliged  to  ply  againft  a  heavy  fea  and  a 
ftrong  N.  E.  gale,  which,  on  the  forenoon  of 
Sunday  the  6th,  reduced  us  to  clofe-recfed  top- 
fails. 

The  gale  between  N.  N.  E.  and  eaft,  varied  a 
little  in  force  and  direction,  and  permitted  us  to 
gain  fome  advantage.  On  the  morning  :)f  Tuef- 
day  the  8th  we  were  within  about  a  league  of 
the  coafl,  which  appeared  to  be  much  broken  ; 
cape  Barnabas  bore  by  compafs  S.  30  W. ;  the 
north  point  of  a  found,  of  which  the  land  ad- 
joining to  cape  Barnabas  forms  its  fouthern  fide, 
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S.  5;  W.  ;  the  north  point  of  another  apparent 
found,  S.  Og  W. ;  a  trad  of  hmd   much  lower 
than  the  coaft  in  its  vicinity,  free   from   fnow, 
and  fecmlntijly  detached  from  the  main  land,  from 
S.  80  \V.  to  N.  20  W. ;    its  neareft  part  W.  N. 
W.,  about  a  league  diftant ;  a  low  projcding 
point,  being  the  eafternmoft  part  of  that  which 
appeared  to  be  the  main  land  in  fight,  N.  lO  E. ; 
and  an  illand,  from  N.  20  E.  to  N.  32  E.    In  this 
neighbourhood  the  land  was  more  free  f  om  fnow 
than  that  further  to  the   .buth,  occaficued  moft 
probably  by  the  alteration  in  the  tctnperature  of 
the  weather,  as  the  mercury  now  itood  at    lo!-, 
and  gave  us  hopes  that  the  fcverity  of  th    winter 
feafon  was  at  an  end  ;  this  made  me  cxtremclv 
anxious   to    reach    our   deftined   itatioii,    froiii 
whence  the  labours  of  the  fummcr  were  to  com- 
mence. 

Our  obfervations  at  noon  flievvcd  our  fituation 
to  be  in  latitude  50^^58',  longitude  corre-^ed  as 
before  ftated  by  fubfequent  obfervations, 2 08"  19^ 
The  ifland  then  bore  by  compafs  N.  23  W. ;  and 
cape  Barnabas  appearing  to  lie  in  latitude  5;«  10', 
longitude  20/" -15',  N    b;W. 

The  two  following  days  being  for  the  moft 
part  calm,  though  what  little  wind  there  was 
continued  from  the  N.  E.  with  thick  milly  wea- 
ther, prevented  our  feeing  much  of  the  land  un- 
til the  evening  of  Thurfday  the  10th,  when  wc 
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tacked  about  a  league  from  the  north- eaft  point 
of  the  above  ifland,  which  appeared  to  be  about 
two  leagues  in  circuit,  and  its  centre  to  be  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  5;°  24',  longitude  208'  20^  This 
ifland  renders  this  part  of  the  coaft  very  remark- 
able, being  the  only  diftinguifhable  detached  land 
of  any  magnitude  no/th-eaftward  from  Trinity 
ifles.  Its  north-weft  part  projects  in  a  low  point 
towards  the  main  land,  from  whence  alfo  a  low 
flat  point  extends  towards  the  ifland,  forming  a 
pafl'age  about  half  a  league  wide,  to  all  appear- 
ance free  from  interruption.  This  ifland  is  not 
noticed  in  Captain  Cook's  chart  or  his  journal, 
probably  owing  to  the  very  foggy  weather  which 
prevailed  when  the  Rcfolution  was  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood ;  it  was  however  ieen  in  that  voyage 
from  on  board  the  Difcovcry,  and  then  placed  by 
me  5'  to  the  fouth  of  its  fituation  deduced  from 
the  refult  of  our  prefent  obfervations,  which  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  are  not  liable  to  any  mate- 
rial error.  The  wind  having  fixed  in  the  N.W. 
brought  us  clear  weather,  but  we  were  obliged  to 
ftand  from  the  coaft,  the  northern moft  part  of 
which  dlftindly  fccn  was  cape  Greville,  bearing 
by  compafs  N.  5o\V.;  foine  rocks  extending 
from  the  cape  N. -i2W.,  and  the  above  men- 
tioned ifland,  S.  20  W. 

With  the  approach  of  the  following  day,  Fri- 
day the  11th,  the  wcftcrly  breeze  incrcafed,  and 

wc 
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we  pafTcd  rapidly  to  the  north,  though  too  far 
from  the  land  to  afcertain  any  thing  with  preci- 
fion  between  cape  Greville  and  cape  St.  Hermo- 
genes ;  had  we  been  able  to  have  fteered  for  point 
Banks,  and  from  thence  acrofs  Smoky  bay,  fome 
conclufion  might  have  been  drawn  whether  the 
land  we  had  thus  coafted  along  was  compofcd  of 
iflands,  or  whether  it  was  as  Captain  Cook  had 
confidcred  it,  a  part  of  the  continent.  I  much 
regretted  that  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  be- 
come fatisfied  in  this  rcfneft,  as  the  fcafon  had 
now  put  on  a  very  favorable  appearance,  which 
rendered  it  important  that  not  a  moment  fliouldbc 
loft  in  profccuting  the  examination  of  this  cxten- 
five  opening.  At  noon  cape  Greville,  the  fouth- 
ernmoft  part  of  the  coaft  in  fight,  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S,  28  W.,  the  ifland  of  St.  Hermogene?, 
from  S.  50  W.  to  S.  6g  W.;  the  wcftcrnmoft 
mountain  feen  over  cape  Douglas,  N.  8 1  W. ;  and 
the  barren  ifles  IS.  55  \V.  In  this  fituation  the 
obferved  latitude  was  58'^  14^  and  the  longitude 
deduced  from  very  fatisfadlory  obfervations  both 
before  and  afternoon,  200^25-^^  From  this  au- 
thority cape  Greville  appeared  to  be  in  latitude 
r)7"3-ll^  longitude  208"  20/;  and  the  fouth  ex- 
treme of  the  ifland  St.  Hcrmogencs,  in  latitude 
58"  lOi/,  londtude  208"  .50'.  The  variation  in 
the  afternoon  was  21"  3/'  eaftwardly. 

Thcfc  pofitions  of  longitude  vary  materially 

from 
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from  thofe  affigned  by  Cnptaln  Cook  ;  but  as 
fimilar  difFerenccs  occurred  afterwards  in  other 
inftances,  I  fliall  for  the  prefent  decline  making 
any  comments  on  this  fubje<ft. 

With  the  wind  chiefly  at  weft,  by  Saturday 
the  12th  at  noon  vvc  were  fall  approaching  the 
coaft  to  the  eaftward  of  .ape  Elizabeth,  which 
then  bore  by  compafs  N.  Hi  W. ;  the  barren  illes, 
from  S.  55  W.  to  S.  34  W.  ;  the  northernmoii 
pari:  of  the  coaft  in  fight,  N.  2(3  E.,  and  the 
ncareft  Ihorc,  N.  0  W.,  five  or  fix  miles  diftant; 
here  we  had  foundings  in  70  fathoms  water,  fandy 
bottom,  and  by  an  indifferent  obfervation  the  la- 
titude was  :,(X,  longitude  209"  20^  The  top  of 
high  water  appeared  to  be  at  noon,  as  at  that 
time  no  effed:  was  felt  from  a  tide ;  but  imme- 
diately afterwards  we  were  driven  at  a  confidcr- 
ablc  rate  to  the  eaftward,  until  half  pall  one, 
when,  on  a  breeze  fpringing  up  from  that  quar- 
ter, we  ftccred  for  cape  Elizabeth,  and  palled 
that  promontory,  and  entered  Cook's  river  about 
half  pall  five.  The  coall  is  compofed  of  high 
land,  before  which  lie  three  fmall  iflands  and 
fome  rocks ;  the  cape  is  itfelf  the  largell,  and  the 
mofl:  wcflcrn  of  tliefc  iflands,  which  appeared  to 
aiford  a  navigable  channel  between  them  and  the 
main  land,  ncarlv  in  an  eaft  and  well  dlredion  ; 
though  between  the  cape  and  the  middle  ifland 
fome  low  lurking  rocks  were  difccrned,  which 

had 
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had  the  appearance  of  being  connedled  with  a 
clufter  of  rocks  above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  lying 
from  the  cape  S.  50  E.,  at  the  dlftance  of  three 
or  four  miles.  To  the  fouth-weft  of  the  middle 
ifland  is  another  clufter  of  rocks,  both  above  and 
beneath  the  furface  of  the  water. 

The  thermometer  now  varied  between  -40  and 
45  ;  and  the  fnow,  excepting  in  the  deep  chafms 
of  the  rocks,  was  melted  to  a  confidcrable  height 
on  the  Udes  of  the  hills,which  being  well  wooded, 
aflumed  a  far  more  cheerful  afped:  than  the  coun- 
try to  the  fouthward.  Spring  fcemcd  to  be  mak- 
ing fo  rapid  a  progrefs  here,  that  we  had  every 
reafon  to  indulge  the  hope  of  being  able  to  carry 
our  refearches  into  execution,  without  any  inter- 
ruption from  the  fe verity  of  the  fcafon. 

As  I  had  determined  to  commence  our  furvcv 
on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  river,  as  far  up  tluit 
fide  as  the  wind  now  at  N.  N.  E.  would  permit 
us  to  fetch,  we  proceeded  in  qucffc  of  fome  conve- 
nient ibition  for  thefhip,  from  whence  tw'o  boat 
parties  might  be  difpatchcd,  the  one  to  examine 
the  fliorcs  fouthward  to  cape  Douglas,  the  other 
to  precede  the  (liip  in  our  route  up  the  river. 

For  the  firll  time  this  {axion  we  noticed  ibme 
flocks  of  wild  geefc,  and  could  not  avoid  re- 
marking, tliat  they  all  tlevv  to  tlie  Southward, 
contrary  to  what  might  have  been  cxpeiflcd  from 
the   advanced  Hate  and  nilldnefs  of  the   ilafon ; 

which. 
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which,  however,   on  Sunday  morning  the  13th, 
fuffcrcd  a  very  material  alteration,  as  the  wind 
came  to  the  N.  E.  and  was  attended  by  a  (harp 
iVoft  and  a  very  heavy  fall  of  fnow.     On  leaving 
the  eaftern  Ihorc  the  depth  of  w  atcr  gradually  in- 
crcafed  from   25  to  35  fathoms,  fine  fandy  hot* 
torn  in  mid-channel,  and  then  decreafed  again  as 
we  approached  the  weftcrn  fliore,  which  about 
fix  was  indiftindly  perceived  through  the  falling 
fiiow ;  and  being  then  in  20  fathoms  water,  wc 
anchored  until  the  weather  ihould  prove  more 
favorable  to  our  purfuit.     In  this  fituation  we  re- 
mained, without  being  able  to  difcern  the  adja- 
cent fhores,  until  the  forenoon  of  Monday  the 
14th,  when  the  wcftern  horizon  became  clear, 
and  fliewcd  us  cape  Douglas  bearing  by  compafs 
S.  0  E. ;  mount  St.    Auguflin,   S.  g  W. ;  the 
northernmoft  land  in  fight  N.  9  W. ;  and  a  low 
point,  S.  31  \V. ;  from  whence  the  (horcs  to  the 
fouthward  fell  To  far  back  to  the  weflvvard,  that 
wc  could  only  diftinguifli  the  fummits  of  a  range 
of  lofty  disjointed  mountains  intirely  covered  with 
fnow,  that  fccmcd  principally  to  occupy  the  fpacc 
between  that  low   point  and  cape  Douglas,  but 
at  the  lame  time  gave  the  country  an  appearance 
in  this  point  of  view  of  being  greatly  divided  by 
water.     From  thence  to  the  northward,  except- 
ing a  fmall  open  bay  abrcaft  of  us  with  two  rocks 
lying  before  its  entrance,   the  Ihores  appeared  to 
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be  compad;,  and  the  furface  of  the  country  de- 
fcending  rather  abruptly  at  firft,  admitted  near 
the  water-fide  a  narrow  border  of  low  land ;  this 
was  covered  with  wood,  which  continued  to  grow 
fome  diftance  up  the  fides  of  the  mountains, 
which  were  very  lofty  and  rugged,  and  above  the 
line  where  vegetation  ceafcd  were  wrapped  in 
perpetual  fnow. 

Whilfl  we  had  a  clear  and  diftindl  view  of 
every  thing  in  the  weftern  quarter,  the  oppofitc 
fide  of  the  horizon  was  totally  obfcured  from  our 
fight  by  a  dark  mifty  haze.  We  had,  however, 
by  intervals  of  clearer  weather,  been  enabled  to 
form  fome  idea  of  our  fituation,  and  of  the  coaft 
to  the  fouth-weftward,  which  I  now  confidcred 
as  lying  behind  us ;  the  broken  and  infular  ap- 
pearance of  which  gave  me  reafon  to  cxpec^t  the 
examination  of  it  would  be  a  laborious  talk,  not- 
withftanding  that  the  range  of  mountains  that 
bounded  our  horizon,  in  that  dirediion,  admitted 
of  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  the  whole  might  be 
clofely  connedled  by  land,  not  fufficicntly  elevated 
to  be  vifible  at  our  remote  diftance. 

As  I  concluded  the  Chatham  could  not  be  fur 
behind,  if  flie  had  not  already  preceded  us ;  and 
as  I  had  particularly  direcflcd  that  the  farvcy 
/liould  commence  at  cape  Douglas,  I  had  little 
doubt,  on  our  mcctinir,  that  anv  thimi^  would 
be  left  unexamined   la   tliat  quarter ;  but  fliould 
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it  fo  happen,  that  any  further  inquiry  might  be 
deemed  ncceiTary,  and  that  we  fhould  be  obliged 
to  return  by  the  fame  route,  the  fummer  ieafon 
in  that  cafe  would  be  more  advanced  and  more 
favorable  to  our  refcarches  in  that  region,  which 
is  expofed  to  all  the  influence  of  the  oceanic 
winds  and  waves,  and  in  the  prefent  inclement 
"weather  would  be  a  very  hazardous  undertaking 
in  our  open  boats,  the  only  means  by  which,  from 
experience,  I  was  confident  this  objed:  could  now 
be  accomplillied.  To  avoid,  therefore,  as  much 
as  poflible,  any  delay,  or  mifapplication  of  time, 
I  determined  to  proceed  up  the  river,  keeping 
clofe  along  its  weftern  ihore,  and  forthwith  to 
purfue  our  invcftigation  to  its  navigable  extent. 

Agreeably  to  this  determination,  being  favored 
with  the  flood  tide,  although  not  a  very  rapid  one, 
we  fleered  to  the  northward  until  about  three 
in  the  afternoon  ;  when,  on  meeting  the  reflux, 
we  anchored  about  a  league  from  the  weftern 
fliorc,  in  20  fathoms  water,  foft  fandy  bottom. 
The  latitude,  by  double  altitudes,  was  Oo°  1  i\ 
The  froft  ftill  continued ;  the  wind  was  mode- 
rate, though  variable,  attended  with  a  very  heavy 
fall  of  fnow,  and  an  unplcafant  fwell  from  the 
S.  E.  Thcfc  combined  circumltances  detained 
us  at  anchor  until  tlic  next  day,  Tuefday  the 
KTth,  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  latter  part  of  the  flood-tide,  but 
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advanced  only  a  few  miles  before  the  ebb  obliged 
us  asain  to  anchor  in  25  fathoms  water^  foft  bot- 
torn.  Here  the  weftern  fhore  was  bounded  by 
lofty  rugged  mountains,  between  the  bafes  of 
which  and  the  water- fide  was  a  margin  of  low  or 
moderately  elevated  wood-land  country.  Two 
fmall  openings  were  obiervedj  the  northernmoft, 
being  the  largeft,  appeared  to  be  a  found,  wind- 
ing towards  the  foot  of  the  volcano,  whichj  from 
its  apjparently  clofe  connedion  with  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains,  probably  gave  the  limits  to 
its  extent.  Thefe  openings  we  left  for  the  ex- 
amination of  Mr.  Pugetj  not  coniidering  them 
fufficiently  important  to  retard  our  progrefs,  ef- 
pecially  as  the  appearance  of  the  atmofphere  in- 
dicated a  favorable  change  in  the  weather.  The 
fnow  had  ceafed  to  fall,  and,  excepting  fome  dark 
clouds  between  the  N.  N.  E.  and  N.  W.  the  fky 
and  horizon  were  perfectly  clear,  and  gave  us,  for 
the  firfl  time  fmce  Saturday  night,  a  diftant  view 
of  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  eaftern  fhore ;  the 
night,  however,  was  attended  with  the  levered 
froft  we  had  yet  experienced,  the  mercury  fell  to 
23,  and  although  the  weather  was  clear  and 
cheerful  the  next  morning,  Wednefday  the  1 6th, 
yet  the  air  was  fo  exceflively  keen,  that  the  fun's 
rays  had  no  efFed  on  the  thermometer.  We 
weighed  about  ten  in  the  forenoon,  with  the 
flood  tide,  and  a  light  breeze  from  the  N.  W. 
Vol.  V.  M  and 
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and  proceeded  up  the  river ;  the  mercury  at  noon 
had  rlfen  to  2(3",  the  obfervcd  latitude  6o°  1  V, 
longitude  208°  23i\  and  the  variation  in  the 
forenoon  was  oblcrved  to  be  23°  40'  eafterlv, 
which  I  confidered  as  too  little,  notwithftanding 
that  the  obfervations  were  very  carefully  made. 
Our  courfe  -was  direded  between  the  weftern 
fliore  and  the  low  ifland  near  it  mentioned  by 
Captain  Cook.  "^  • 

Shortly  after  noon  we  were  vifitcd  by  three  of 
the  natives,  each  in  a  fmall  fkin  canoe,  who 
without  the  leaft  hcfitation,  made  their  canoes 
fall  alonfffidc,  and  came  on  board  with  evident 
marks  of  being  acquainted  with  European  man- 
ners, by  their  bowing  very  refpe«5lfully  on  coming 
upon  deck.  They  made  figns  for  fnulf  and  to- 
bacco, which,  with  fomc  other  trivial  articles 
they  folicitcd,  they  feemed  to  be  highly  gratified 
by  receiving,  and  expreffed  a  degree  of  modcd 
concern  that  they  had  not  any  thing  to  offer  in 
return.  At  dinner  they  did  not  make  the  leaft 
fcruple  of  partaking  of  our  rcpaft,  with  fuch 
wine  and  liquors  as  were  offered  to  them  ;  though 
of  thefe  they  drank  very  fparingly,  feeming  to  be 
well  aware  of  their  powerful  cffc<fl.  The  wea- 
ther w^as  calm  on  their  arrival ;  but  towards  the 
evening  a  light  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  as  they  had  but  flightly  fccured  their 
canoes,  the  probability  of  their  breaking  adrift 
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was  pointed  out  to  them.  On  this  they  made 
figns  to  know  if  we  were  going  up  the  river,  and 
on  their  being  anfwered  by  the  fame  means  in  the 
affirmative,  they  eafily  gave  us  to  underftand  that 
they  wiihed  to  accompany  us,  and  that  their  ca- 
noes fhould  be  taken  on  board,  with  which  I  had 
no  obje<flion  to  comply.  r    .  ;i  x.-  .    rr 

With  a  boat  a-head,  founding  the  depth  of 
water  from  1 3  to  1 7  fathoms,  we  continued  our 
courfe  until  fix  in  the  evening,  when  the  influ- 
ence  of  the  returning  tide  being  ftronger  than 
that  of  the  wind,  we  anchored  in  15  fathoms 
water,  fandy  bottom.  In  this  fituation  the 
mountains  feen  over  cape  Douglas  bore  by  com*- 
pafs  S.  5  E.  diftant  35  leagues;  mount  St.  Au- 
guftin  S.  0  W ;  the  north-eaft  point  of  the  moft 
northern  opening  or  found,  S.  20  W.  diftant  19 
miles;  the  Volcano,  S.  28  W. ;  a  remarkably 
lofty  mountain  on  the  weft  Ihore,  S.  85  W. ;  the 
north  extreme  of  the  low  ifland,  in  a  line  with 
another  high  diftant  mountain,  N.  4  E. ;  its 
neareft  ftiore  eaft,  diftant  two  miles ;  its  foutli 
point  S.  75  E.  a  league  diftant;  beyond  which 
the  eaftcrn  iliorc  was  feen  ftretching  to  S.  41  E.; 
and  the  neareft  part  of  the  weftcrn  lliore  N.  87 
W.  about  four  miles  diftant :  this  is  a  fteep  cliff 
moderately  high ;  the  lliore  on  either  fide  is  a 
low  flat  beach,  particularly  to  the  northward, 
where  the  margin  of  low  land  is  of  a  greater  ex- 
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tent  than  we  had  noticed  further  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  from  the  bafe  of  the  mountains,  which, 
fo  far  as  we  were  able  to  difcern,  are  a  connected 
and  undivided  barrier  along  tlie  weitern  fide  of 
the  river.  Our  latitude  Pt  this  anchorage  was 
60°  23l',  longitude  208"  33'.  The  night  tide 
not  ferving  our  purpofe,  we  waited  the  return  of 
the  flood  on  the  following  day,  Thurfday  the 
17th,  but  as  th^t  would  not  take  place  until 
about  noon,  I  employed  the  morning  by  making 
an  excurfion  to  the  iiland. 

We  landed  with   tolerable  eafe  on  the  fouth 
point  of  what  at  high  water  forms  a  lliallow  bay, 
but  at  low  tide  is  a  flat  of  fand  and  mud,  on 
which  were  lying  innumerable  large  fragments 
of  rock  not  attached  to  the  fpot  on  which  they 
reftcd>  hilt  evidently  brought  and  depofitcd  there 
by  the  violence  of  the  tide,  or  by  forac  other  pow- 
erful agency.     The  globular  form  which  mofl: 
of  them  had  acquired,*  with   the   fmoothnefs  of 
their  furface,  indicated  their  having  been  much 
fubjcfted  to  a  rolling  motion.     The  ifland  was 
in  moil:  parts  covered  with  fmall  pine  and  alder 
trees,  but  the  fnow  that  was  lying  very  deep  on 
the  ground  confined  our  walk  to  the  beach,  on 
which  were  lodged  fome  fmall  drift  wood,  and 
many  large  pieces  of  ice  that  feemed  to  have  been 
there  left  by  the  tides  that  had  flowed  much 
higher  than  thofe  which  at  that  time  prevailed; 
:'   ;.  from 
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from  hence  we  were  induced  to  fuppofe  that  the 
froft  had  broken  up,  and  that  the  feverity  of  the 
then  weather  was  a  fecond  vifitation  of  winter. 
In  the  fnow  "we  iliw  the  tracks  of  fome  fmall 
animals,  and  on  the  beach  we  found  fome  pieces 
of  coal  relembllng  the  cannel  coal.  The  fhip 
proceeded  at  (lack  tide  with  a  light  breeze  from 
the  north- eaft,  flood  to  windward,  and  having 
advanced  about  four  mPes  from  her  lafl  ilation 
in  a  direction  N.  N.  E.,  I  repaired  on  board. 

The  depth  of  water  had  now  (about  one 
o'clock)  decreafed  to  eight  fathoms ;  in  the  ex- 
pc<flation  of  finding  a  deeper  channel  we  again 
flood  towards  the  ifland ;  the  foundings  however 
Toon  decrealed  to  fix  fathoms,  and,  immediately 
after,  the  (hip  grounded  in  15  feet  water;  here 
flie  relied  for  a  (hart  time,  then  fwung  round, 
and  again  floated  with  a  jerk,  conveying  the  idea 
of  her  having  refted  on  a  round  (lone,  fimilar  to 
thofe  found  on  the  beach  at  the  illand.  The 
depth  foon  increafed,  as  we  proceeded  towards 
the  ifland,  to  1 5  fathoms,  where  we  anchored  to 
wait  for  the  ebb  tide,  in  order  that  we  might  re- 
turn by  the  way  we  had  come,  as  little  advantage 
could  be  derived  by  perfifling  in  a  route  fo  intri- 
cate and  unpleafant.  The  flioa!  on  which  the 
(liip  had  grounded  is  of  fome  extent,  it  llretches 
to  the  northward,  lies  between  fix  and  {even 
miles  from  the  main  land,  and  is  near  a  league 
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from  the  weft  fide  x^f  the  ifland  •  v!    re  alfo  a  flat 
extends  fome  diftance  into  the  iha. 

The  objedl  I  had  in  view  being  now  fully  ac- 
compliflied,  in  having  afcertained  that  the  weft- 
ern  ihore  behind  the  ifland  was  compad:,  I  deter- 
mined to  proceed  immediately  to  the  furthcft 
extent  of  Captain  Cook's  refearches,  and  from 
thence  to  carry  my  examination  into  execution  as 
circumftances  fliould  dircdl.  For  this  purpofe, 
about  feven  in  the  evening,  the  weather  being 
nearly  calm,  we  weighed,  and  committed  our- 
felves  to  the  influence  of  the  ebb  tide,  a  meafure 
that  in  regions  fo  unknown  cannot  be  defended 
as  being  the  moft  prudent ;  yet  in  fervices  of  this 
nature  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  rifle  muft 
frequently  be  encountered,  or  the  accomplifli- 
ment  of  particular  objeds  would  neceflarily  be 
prolonged  to  a  very  diftant  and  indefinite  period. 
The  truth  of  this  obfcrvation  was  very  foon  ex- 
hibited. By  the  time  we  had  pafl!ed  about  a 
league  in  a  diredion  S.  38  W.  from  the  anchor- 
age that  we  had  quitted  in  the  forenoon,  we 
again  fuddenly  found  ourfelves  in  a  very  fliallow 
water,  and  were  under  apprehenfions  of  being 
aground  every  infliant,  which,  with  the  falling 
tide,  muft  have  been  attended  with  very  unplea- 
fant,  if  not  ferious,  confequences.  Whilft  in  this 
irkfome  ftate,  and  at  the  moment  when  our 
depth  had  decrcafed  to  three  fathoms,  a  light 
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breeze  of  wind  providentially  fprang  up,  which 
rendered  the  Ihip  miinageablc,  and  pcrrniLtvd  U5 
to  llecr  to  the  callward  ;  our  depth  thcM  foon 
incieall'd  to  7,  and  afterwards  gradually  to  3o 
fatlioms.  Having  kept  a  fouth-wcfterly  couru; 
until  midnight,  and  at  that  time  reaching  no 
bottom  with  40  fathoms  of  line,  I  concluded  we 
were  far  to  the  fouthward  ot  the  fhoal  laid  down 
in  Captain  Cook's  chart,  as  extending  from  the 
fbiith  point  of  the  ifland. 

For  the  purpofeof  taking  the  advantage  of  the 
flood  tide,  to  affift  our  progrefs  up  the  river,  al- 
though we  conlldered  the  fhoal  to  He  far  to  the 
north  of  us,  yet  that  we  might  run  no  rilk  we 
hauled  gradually  to  the  fouth  and  S.  S.  E.,  in 
order  to  pafs  it  at  fomc  diflance;  this  precaution, 
however,  availed  us  little,  for  we  had  not  ad- 
vanced far  before  the  depth  ot  water  was  again 
under  nine  fathoms ;  and  inftantly  decreafmg  to 
four,  the  flilp  ilruck  with  fome  degree  of  violence, 
occafioncd  by  a  very  heavy  fwell  from  the  ocean, 
that  for  fome  days  paft  had  been  attendant  on  the 
flood  tide.  About  one  o'clock,  having  a  fine 
commanding  breeze  from  the  N.  E.,  we  fleered 
to  the  weflward  and  S.  W.,  but  to  no  purpofe, 
the  tide  having  more  influence  on  the  body  of 
the  lliip  than  the  w  ind  on  her  fails ;  in  this  very 
unplcafant  predicament  we  remained  nearly  fla- 
tionary  for  about  an  hour  and  an  half,  the  fhip 
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frequently  ftriking,  and  fometime  fo  heavily  as 
to  occafion  conftant  apprehenfion  left  the  mafts 
liiould  come  by  the  board,  or  fome  worfe  acci- 
dent befall  us.  Every  effort  to  get  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  ihoal  proving  inefFe<5lual,  we  had  no 
other  alternative  than  to  crofs  it  if  poffible,  by 
purfuing  an  oppofite  line  of  direction ;  this  at- 
tempt however  feemed  to  be  full  of  danger,  as 
its  fhalloweft  part  appeared  by  the  breakers  to  be 
at  its  eaftern  extremity,  which  had  induced  mc 
to  perfevere  fo  long  in  my  endeavours  to  get  to 
the  weftward.  The  attempt  was  made,  and  was 
happily  crowned  with  a  fuccefs  far  beyond  my 
moft  fanguine  expedlations.  After  having  got 
the  ftiip's  head  to  the  eaftward  Ihe  fruck  but 
once  more  (though  that  was  the  moft  violent 
and  alarming  ftiock  we  had  fuftained)  in  crofting 
the  ftioal ;  the  water  foon  after  deepened  to  1  o 
and  15  fathoms,  and  we  had  the  further  ffctisfac- 
tion  of  finding  that  the  fhip  made  no  water,  nor 
were  we  able  to  perceive  that  (he  had  in  any 
other  refpe^l  received  the  leaft  damage. 

We  arrived  in  d'^ep  water  juft  as  the  dawning 
of  day  enabled  us  to  procure  fome  angles,  which 
fliewed  that  we  had  paffed  the  fhoal  about  a 
league  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  fouth  point  of 
the  ifland,  and  (by  the  appearance  of  the  broken 
water  in  our  palTage)  nearly  over  its  middle,  as  it 
feemed  to  extend  full  a  league  further  in  that  di- 
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redion.  From  the  great  variety  in  the  foundings 
in  pafling  over  it,  it  fhould  appear  to  be  very  urt^ , 
even,  as  in  fevcral  inftanccs,  when  the  fliip  ftruck 
violently,  or  when  fhe  refted  on  the  ground,  the 
depth  by  the  lead  line  was  frequently  near  four 
fathoms,  and  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  waves  was 
by  no  means  equal  to  this  difference.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  this  iLoal  might  have  arreflcd 
fome  fragments  of  rocks  fimilar  to  thofe  before 
mentioned  ;  and  if  fo,  it  was  infinitely  more  dan- 
gerous to  contend  with  than  a  mere  fpit  of  fand, 
and  renders  our  prefervation  a  moll:  providential 
event. 

We  continued  to  take  advantage  of  the  flood 
tide,  and  flood  to  windward  until  about  feven 
the  next  morning,  Friday  the  1 8th,  when  on  the 
ebb  making,  we  anchored  off  the  eaftern  (ide  of 
tlie  ifland,  in  14  fathoms  water,  ftony  bottom, 
about  a  league  from  its  fliore  ;  along  which  ex- 
tends a  continuation  of  the  flioal  about  two  miles 
from  the  illand. 

I  lliould  be  wanting  in  juftice  to  our  Indian 
paflengers,  were  I  to  omit  Hating  their  docility 
and  refpedtul  behaviour  whilft  they  were  on 
board  ;  as  alfo  the  anxiety  they  expreflcd  for  our 
fafety,  left  the  vciTcl  whilft  ftriking  (liould  break 
to  pieces ;  and  the  real  fatisfa6lion  and  happinefs 
they  exhibited  on  being  given  to  underftand  that 
we  were  again  in  perfect  fecurity. 
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The  weather  now,  though  cxtiemcly  cold, 
(the  mercury  ftanduig  at  25)  was  very  cheerful, 
and  afforded  us  an  excellent  view  of  the  fur- 
rounding  region,  compofcd,  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  river,  of  ilupendous  mountains,  whofc 
rugged  and  romantic  forms,  clothed  in  a  perpe- 
tual fhcet  of  ice  and  fnovv,  prcfcntcd  a  profpc«5t, 
though  magnificently  grand,  yet  dreary,  cold, 
and  inhofpitable.  .  In  the  midft  of  thefc  appeared 
the  volcano  near  the  fummit  of  which,  from  two 
diitinCl  craters  on  its  fouth  eaftcrn  fide,  were 
emitted  large  columns  of  whitiil]  f:iioke ;  unlcfs, 
as  was  fnppol'ed  by  fomc  on  board,  it  was  vapour 
arifmg  from  hot  f})rings  in  that  neighbourhood ; 
but  how  far  this  conjediurc  was  confiftent  with 
the  feverity  of  the  climate  at  the  top  of  that  lofty 
mountain,  is  not  within  the  limits  of  my  judg- 
ment to  determine.   .. 

About  ten  in  the  forenoon,  we  were  furprizcd 
by  a  much  earlier  return  of  the  flood  tide  than 
we  had  cxpec^ted,  with  which,  and  a  light  vari- 
able breeze,  wc  directed  our  courfe  to  the  north- 
ward. In  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  a  fleady 
breeze  frt)m  the  N.  N.  W.,  which  enabled  us  to 
reach  the  narrows  by  feven  in  the  evening.  On 
the  return  of  the  ebb  we  became  again  flationary 
in  17  fathoms  water.  Here  the  fliorcs  of  the 
river  were  comparatively  low,  or  only  moderately 
tlcvatcd,  jutting  out  into  three  remarkable  llecp 
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cliffy  points.  Thefe  I  diftinguiflicd  by  the  names 
of  the  West,  North,  and  East  Forelands; 
the  two  former  are  on  the  weftern,  and  the  latter 
on  the  eaflern,  fhore ;  which,  from  the  ftation 
we  had  taken,  bore  by  compafs  as  follow :  the 
weft  Foreland,  forming  the  fouth-weft  point  of 
the  narrows,  S.  28  W.,  about  four  miles  diftant; 
the  north  Foreland  N.  4  E.;  and  the  ealt  Fore- 
land, forming  the  north-eaft  point  of  the  nar- 
rows, N.  7^>  E. 

Here  we  were  vifited  by  two  of  the  natives,  in 
a  fmall  fkin  canoe,  who  undcrftanding  what  re- 
ception their  countrymen  had  met  with,  folicitcd 
the  fame   indulgence ;  their  canoe  wms  accord- 
ingly taken  in,  and  they  were  permitted   to  re- 
main on  board.     One  of  thefe,  w  hofe  natlie  was 
Sal-tart,  poiTeffing  fome  apparent  fuperiority  over 
the  reft,  prefentcd  me  with  fome  martin  fkins, 
and  received  in  return  fome  iron,  beads,  a  few 
other  trinkets,  and  a  fm^l^  quantity  of  fnu^'  and 
tobacco,  all  of  which  he  f:-emed  to  value  v  :y 
highly.   Thefe  people  appourrd  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  Ruffians,  of  Vvhole  language  they  fecm- 
cd  to  fpeak  feveral  wnds;  but  our  very  confined 
knowledge  of  that,  as  well  as  our  total  ignorance 
of  their  native  tongue,  prevented  our  acquiring 
the  information  which,  from  the  intelligent  ap- 
pearance of  thefe  very  civil  and  well-behaved 
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flrangers,  we  might  othcrwire  have  been  enabled 
to  obtain  . 

The  ebb  tide  ran  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  per 
hour ;  and  at  half  paft  one  on  Saturday  morning 
the  19th,  the  flood  returned  with  equal  rapidity; 
and  having  by   three  o'clock  incrcafed  with   a 
velocity  that  the  bcft  bower  cable  was  unequal 
to  refift,  it  broke,  and  the  buoy  fniking  by  the 
ftrength   of  the  current,  the  anchor  and  cable 
were  irrecoverably  loft.     This  was  an  accident 
that  gave  me  very  ferious  concern,  fmce  our  ftock 
of  thefe  important  ftorcs  was  already  very  much 
reduced.     As  it  was   now   becoming   day-light 
we  proceeded  up  the  river,  with  the  flood  tide 
and  a  light  variable  breeze  in  the  northern  quar- 
ter, attended  with  very  fcvere  weather ;  the  mer- 
cury being  at    18.     Wc  kept  near  the  weftcrn 
fhore  to  avoid  being  entangled  with  the  flioal  on 
which  the  Refolution  had  grounded,  and  by  that 
means  loft  much  of  the  Influence  of  the  flood  ; 
fo  that  on  the  ebb  making  about  fcvcn  o'clock, 
we  had  not  advanced   more   than  two  leagues. 
Here  we  again  anchored  in  13   fathoms  water; 
the  weft  Foreland  by  compafs  bearing  S.  14  E., 
diftant  nine  miles ;  the  north  Foreland  N.  35  E. 
the  eaft  Foreland  S.  Ol  E.  ;  and  the  volcano  S. 
12  W,     The  obfervcd  latitude  was  Oo"  51',  but 
we  were  not  able  to  procure  any  obfervations  for 
the  variation. 
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Our  Indian  friends,   who   we  had   imagined 
were  on  their  return  from   an  excurfion  down 
the  river  at  the  time  we  met  with  them,  now 
gave  us  to  underftand  that  their  habitations  were 
in  this  neighbourhood,  on  the  wcftcrn  fliore,  and 
defired  to  take  their  leave  ;  they  departed,  lliew- 
ing  a  very  high  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  kind- 
nefs  and  attention  with  which  they  had  been 
treated.  Whilft  on  board  they  had  behaved  with 
a  degree  of  modefty  and  decorum   rarely  found 
amongft  men  in  a  far  more  civilized  ftate  ;  and 
notwithftandlng  they  had  been  conilantly  ex- 
pofed  to  temptations,  by  articles  lying  in  their 
way  which  were  of  the  mofl  valuable  nature  in 
their  eftimation,  not  the  moft  trifling  thing  was 
miffed,  nor  did  their  honcfty  in  any  rcfpe(5t  futFer 
the  leaft  impeachment.     They  repofed   the  ut- 
mofi:  confidence  in  our  integrity,  and  confidercd 
themfelves   as  much  at  home  in  our  fociety,  as 
if  we  had  long  been  their  moll  intimate  friends. 
In  fliort,  if  the  conduct  they  exhibited  during  the 
time  they  paffed  with   us,   is  to  be  received  as 
their  general  national  characfler,  it  indicates  them 
to  be  a  people  unaduatcd  by  ambition,  jealoufy, 
or  avarice  ;  the  paffions  which  fo  ftrongly  operate 
on  the   human   fpccies,  to  produce  a  conilant 
dread  and  variance  with  each  other,  and  ftlmu- 
latc  to  ads  of  opprcflion,  violence  and  rapacity, 
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as  well  on  their  neareft  neighbours  as  the  moft 
diftant  ftrangcrs.  j   .     .  ..    •..      .     .» 

At  low  tide  the  flioal  w^e  purpofed  to  avoid 
was  fccn  from  the  mafl-hcad  to  the  north-eaft- 
ward,  between  which  and  the  wellern  fliore,  on 
the  return  of  the  flood  tide,  about  two  o'clock 
our  route  was  directed,  with  a  frelh  breeze  from 
the  N.  N.  W.  which  obliged  us  to  ply,  keeping 
nearer  the  fliore  than  the  flioal.  The  foundings 
from  mid-channel  towards  the  flioal  were  twenty 
fathoms  and  upwards,  but  towards  the  land  the 
depth  regularly  decrcafcd  to  1 3  and  ]  O  fathoms. 
The  gale  reduced  us  to  double-reefed  topfailsand 
forefail,  and  was  accompanied  by  fo  fevere  a  froft, 
that  the  fpray  became  Jnfl:antly  frozen  and  fell 
on  the  decks  like  fleet,  orfmall  particles  of  fnow, 
and  the  water  that  was  brought  up  with  the  lead- 
line, although  in  confliant  motion,  cafed  it  in- 
tircly  with  ice.  On  meeting  the  ebb  tide  in  the 
evening,  we  anchored  in  1 5  fathoms  water,  about 
two  leagues  to  the  north-eaftward  of  the  north 
Foreland,  and  about  a  league  from  the  wefl:ern 
fliore.  During  tl  c  night  a  quantity  of  loofe  ice 
pafl^ed  the  fliip,  and  in  the  morning  of  Sunday 
the  20th  the  wind  blew  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 
N.  W.,  with  intcnlcly  cold  weather,  the  mer- 
cury ftanding  at  /I.  Having  both  wind  and  tide 
in  QU4"  lavor,  about  three  o'clock  wc  proceeded 
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towards  the  northern   or  main  branch  of  the 
river,  but  were  foon  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  a  dry  llioal  in  the  direction  of  our  courlc. 
This  appearance  was  very  unexpeded,  as  we  were 
then  nearly  purfuing  the  former  track  of  the  Re- 
folution   and   Dii'eoverj,   which   could  fcarccly 
have  paflcd  fuch  a  Ihoal  unnoticed.    Many  large 
lumps,  like  rocks  of  confidcrable  fizc,  were  lying 
upon  it,  which  at  length  induced  me  to  believe, 
that  what  we  had  taken  for  a  llioal  would  be 
found  to  be  only  a  body  of  dirty  ire.     We  had 
however  contended  fuiiiciently   with  dangc/s  of 
this  fort,  and  having  underflood  that  a  Spanilh 
officer  had  found  the  navigation  of  this  cxtcnfivc 
river  intirely  clofcd  by  flioals  and  fimd  banks, 
extending  from  fide  to  fide  fome  leagues  lower 
down  than  where  Captain  Cook  had  anchored,  I 
did  not  think   it  prudent  to  proceed  until  Ibmc 
examination  fhould  have  taken  place  ;  efpecially 
as   fome  of  the  crew  were  already  froll- bitten, 
and  in  the  event  of  our  getting  a-gro\uid,  the 
carrying  out  anchors,  and  other  duties  confequ<:nt 
upon  fuch   an  accident,   might  expoio  ot'NirTs  to 
the    like   inconvenience.     For  thefe   rcaJons  \v<e 
again  anchored,  and   after  the  fun   had    u-.onc 
about  three  hours,  1  difpatched  jSlr.  W'^iiid'bcv  in 
the    cutter   to   afcertaln   the   matter   in    doubt. 
About  ten  in  the  forenoon   h:  returned,  having 
gone   Icvcral  miles  beyond  wlierc  the  flioal  was 
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fuppofcd  to  have  been  feen,  without  meeting  lefs 
than  from  1 4  to  1 ;  fathoms  water.  The  appear- 
ance that  had  been  millakcn  for  a  Ihoal  proved 
to  be  floating  ice,  which  had  been  carried  rapidly 
from  the  fliip  with  the  ftrcngth  of  the  i. ' z,  and 
tlien  difappearcd,  giving  it,  in  the  gray  of  the 
morning,  the  fcmblance  of  a  fhoal  overflowed  by 
the  flood  tide  ;  this  was  manifefted  by  the  return 
of  the  next  ebb,  when,  about  noon,  our  horizon 
was  cncompafl!cd  in  moft  directions  with  floating 
ice,  of  various  fliapes,  magnitudes,  and  colours. 

The  weather  was  calm  and  ferene,  though  in- 
tenfcly  cold,  and  the  ebb  tide  obliging  us  to  re- 
main ftationary,  afforded  a  good  opportunity  for 
making  fuch  obfcrvations  as  were  become  requi- 
site; by  tlicfc  the  latitude  was  found  to  be  6l°  10', 
longitude  2 1 0" ;  and  the  variation  in  fix  fets  of 
azimuths,  by  two  compaiTes,  fliewed  the  mean 
rcfult  to  be  1HJ".18'  eaftcrly,  differing  very  mate- 
rially from  our  laft  obfcrvations,  notwithffanding 
that  the  two  ilations  were  not  30  leagues  apart ; 
the  latter,  however,  I  confidercd  to  be  the  moft 
corrci^l.     In  this  fituation  the   north  Foreland 
bore  by  compafs  S.  28  W. ;  the  neareft  Ihore  S. 
74  W.  about  a  league  off;  the  ifland  lying  be- 
fore the  river  Turnagain,  N.  5.5  E. ;  the  entrance 
of  that  river,  N.  ;o  E.  ;  point  Poffeffion,  N.  87 
E.;  and  the  volcano,  S.  1 5  W.  dif^ant  32  leagues. 
Favored   with   the  flood  tide,   and  a  foutherly 
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breeze,  about  three  o'clock  we  refumcd  our 
courfe  i's  beforementioned,  and  had  foundings 
from  13  to  1/  fathoms  until  feven  in  the  even- 
ing, when  we  fuddenly  came  into  fix  and  four 
fathoms  ;  but  on  hauling  a  little  to  the  fouth  the 
water  again  deepened  to  fix  fathoms,  in  v\hich 
we  anchored.  The  weft  point  of  entrance  into 
the  northern  branch  of  the  river,  by  compaf^  bore 
N.  48  E.  five  leagues  diftant ;  its  caft  point,  N. 
55  E.  ;  Turnagain  ifland,  from  N.  03  E.  to  caft, 
and  point  Pofleffion,  S.  35  E.  diftant  ten  mile?. 
Four  large  pieces  of  ice  were  aground  to  the 
north  of  us ;  and  as  we  were  about  four  miles  to 
the  north  of  Captain  Cook's  track,  and  a  league 
to  the  fouth  of  the  flioal  laid  down  by  him  as 
extending  from  the  northern  Ihore,  I  confidcred 
the  flioal  we  had  anchored  near  to  have  been  one 
that  had  cfcaped  his  notice. 

The  wind  blew  a  ftrons:  G:ale  in  the  niaht  from 
the  N.  N.  W.  the  weather  was  intcnfcly  c.ild, 
attended  with  a  heavy  fall  of  very  iinaii  hard 
frozen  fnow,  that  prevented  cur  lecing  vrn  far 
about  us  until  the  afternoon  of  Monday  the  L'lft, 
when  the  weather  clearing  up  about  the  time  of 
low  water,  our  fiLuation  was  difcovcrcd  to  be 
about  a  quarter  of  a  niile  from  an  extcniivc  dry 
Ihoal,  beariui;  hv  comoafs  from  S.  7  1  W.  to  ?n. 
54  E. ;  evidently  conncdcd  with,  and  lyini:  iih.inir 
the  northern  Ihore  of,  the  river,  which  was  at  the 
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dillance  of  about  five  miles,  and  had  the  appear- 
ance, by  the  diredion  it  took,  of  joining  on  to 
the  well  point  of  its  northern  branch.  This  left 
no  doubt  of  its  being  the  fame  flioal  as  that  delir 
neated  in  Captain  Cook's  chart,  although  by  our 
obfervations  both  the  (hoal  and  its  adjoining  Ihore 
fcem  to  lie  fomc  miles  further  to  the  fouth  than 
is  there  rcprcfented. 

The  v.eather  continuing  to  be  fair,  and  having 
a  commandin;^;  breeze  from  the  N.  N.  W.  we 
proceeded  to  the  north-eaft  along  the  edge  of  the 
flioal  in  foundings  from  13  to  ig  fathoms  water, 
until  about  four  o'clock,  when  the  depth  again 
decreafed  to  fix  fathoms  and  a  half.  We  ftood 
towards  Turnagain  ifland,  but  not  finding  a 
deeper  channel,  wc  anchored,  in  order  to  exa- 
mine the  palfage  before  we  fliould  proceed  fur- 
ther. On  this  lervice  Mr.  VVhidbey  was  dif- 
patclied  at  day-light  the  next  morning,  Tuefday 
the  2 2d,  with  two  boat<,  and  he  returned  about 
noon,  leaving  found  in  the  channel  a  depth  of 
water  iVom  fcven  to  fcventeen  fathoms,  the 
deepcfc  water  being  on  the  ifland  fide. 

x\t  four  in  the  afternoon  we  weighed  anchor, 
with  the  Hood  and  a  light  wefterly  breeze;  but 
our  fails  had  not  fuilicient  influence  to  ad  againfl 
the  ilrcngLh  of  the  tide,  which,  in  fpite  of  every 
endeavor  to  the  contrary,  prefl'ed  us  toward  the 
llioals,  furmini:  the  northern  fide  of  the  channel ; 
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here  the  fhip  grounded  for  a  fhort  fpacc  of  time, 
and  again  floated  without  occafioning  us  the  Icaft 
trouble ;  the  wind  from  the  wcllward  becoming 
at  this  juncture  fomcwhat  more  powerful,  we 
hauled  acrofs  the  channel  into  fcven  fathoms 
water,  where  we  again  anchored,  having  now  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  paffagc  had  been  examined. 

A  favorable  change  had  this  day  taken  place  in 
our  climate  ;  the  mercury  in  the  tlicrmometcr 
had  rilcn  to  3(3,  tl  eather  was  fcrcnc,  the  aii 
comparatively  mild.  .a  w^e  again  flattered  our- 
felves  that  a  more  temperate  feaibn  was  at  length 
approaching. 

The  next  morning,  Wedncfday  the  23d,  w^e 
difeovcred  on  the  furface  of  the  v\atcr  innumer- 
able large  pieces  of  floating  ice,  which  were  drift- 
ed by  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  with  great  violence 
againft  the  fliip's  bov>s,  but  fortunately  they  were 
not  of  fufficient  magnitude  to  do  us  any  iniiiry. 
They  however  prevented  the  boats  being  hoill:ed 
out  until  eight  o'clock,  when  Mr.  Vvliidbey 
again  proceeded  m  queft  of  a  convenient  Itation 
tor  the  ibip,  within  the  entrance  of  the  northern 
branch  ;  this  fcrvice  eiijrasfed  him  until  tv.o  in 
the  afternoon,  when  he  returned,  and  reported 
that  from  the  Ihip's  ancho-affc.  the  dcDth  cf  water 
had  gradually  increafed  to  10  ar.d  If;  fathoms, 
until  hr.  had  reached  the  points  of  entrance,  be- 
tween wliich  he  liad  found  20  fathoms,  and 
•  ■  ■  N  2  witliin 
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•within  them  from  20  to  ]  o  fathoms,  but  this 
depth  was  by  no  means  regular.  He  had  then 
directed  his  refcarchcs  fome  diftance  further  up 
the  branch  than  the  boats  from  the  Refolution 
and  the  Difcovery  had  penetrated  in  the  year 
1778,  and  found  all  the  Ihores  round  to  the 
northward  compofed  of  compadl  low  land ;  and 
unlefs  the  branch  took  a  very  Iharp  turn  to  the 
eaft  or  S.  E.  it  had  every  appearance  of  terminat- 
ing not  many  miles  beyond  the  extent  of  his  ex- 
amination, in  a  fpacious  bafon  or  harbour. 

This  account  difappointed  my  expe<5lations,  as 
it  was  not  eafily  reconcileable  with  the  idea  we 
had  formed  of  the  interior*  diftance  to  which  we 
fliould  be  led  by  the  waters  of  this  extenfivc  open- 
ing. The  prefumption  that  our  progrefs  would 
fpecdily  be  ftopped,  became  by  this  information 
very  ftrong ;  but  as  that  point  remained  yet  to 
be  proved,  I  was  determined  to  perfevere  in  my 
former  intention,  and  weighing  with  the  flood 
about  five  in  the  evening,  we  fteered  for  the  ba- 
fon or  harbour  dcfcribcd  by  Mr.  Whidbey  ;  and 
which,  although  by  his  account  capable  of  afford- 
ing us  protection  and  flieltcr  againft  the  winds  or 
the  fea,  did  not  promife  any  very  agreeable  com- 
munication with  the  fliore.  Our  progrefs  was 
uninterrupted,  and  having  about  nine  at  night 
reached  the  limits  of  Mr.  Whidbey's  examina- 
tion, we  anchored  near  the  caftcin  fide  of  the 
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harbour  in  feven  fathoms    water,  black  fandy 
bottom. 

The  weather  was  fair  the  next  morning,  Thurf- 
day  the  24th,  and  at  low  tide  a  dry  fhoal  was  {cen 
ftretching  from  a  high  cUfJy  point  to  the  north- 
ward on  the  eaftern  (hore,  where  the  river  took 
an  eaftwardly  diredion.  This  flioal  fecmcd  to 
be  conne6led  with  the  cliffy  point,  and  to  be 
fome  feet  above  water,  forming  as  it  were  a  ridge 
that  extended  towards  the  north-weft  or  oppo- 
fite  Ihore,  and  was  apparently  united  to  that  fide 
alfo;  at  any  rate,  it  was  evident  that  if  a  channel 
did  exift  it  could  only  be  a  very  narrow  one,  and 
our  curiofity  became  greatly  excited  by  the  ap- 
pearances before  us.  For  our  fatisfadion  in  this 
particular,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  finding  a  more 
convenient  ftation  for  the  fhip,  and  a  fupply  of 
frefh  water,  I  made  an  excurfion  after  breakfaft, 
accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers. 

We  had  not  long  quitted  the  fhip,  before  we 
found  a  ftream  of  excellent  water  on  the  eaftern 
Ihore,  which,  with  little  labour  in  clearing  away 
the  ice,  could  be  very  conveniently  obtained. 
Our  attention  was  now  principally  dircded  to  a 
bay  or  cove,  that  feemed  to  be  fituated  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  cliffy  point  before-mentioned, 
where  I  entertained  hopes  of  finding  a  commo- 
dious refting  place  for  the  fhip,  free  from  the  in- 
convenience of  the  drifting  ice,  which  fccmed 
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likely,  to  occafion   us  much    annoyance.       On 
reaching  the  fouth  point  of  this  bay,  we  obferved 
near  the  edge  of  the  fteep  cliffs  that  form  it,  fome 
jjioufcs ;  thefe  \vc  vifited,  but  found  them  fcarcely 
more  than  the  fkcletons  of  habitations,  that  had 
apparently  been  fome  time  deferted.     The  large 
ones  were  four  in  number,  of  a  different  Ihape 
and   conflruiiitlon   to  any  of  the  houfes  of  the 
North  Weft  American  Indians  \^e  had  yet  feen. 
One  of  thefe  was  twenty-four  feet  long,   and 
about  fourteen  feet  v\  ide,  built  with  upright  and 
crofs  fpars,  had  been  covered  in  with  the  bark  of 
the  birch  tree,  and  when  in  good  repair  muft 
luivc  been  a  very  tolerably  comfortable  dwelling. 
Tiicir  ihape  rcfenibled  that  of  a  barn,  the  fides 
perpendicular  about  nine  feet  high,  and  the  top 
of  the  roof  about  four  feet  higher,  which  inclined 
uniformly   from   the  fides  until  it  met  in  the 
middle.     Befide  thefe  there  were  two  or  three 
fmaller  tenements  or  hovels  half  under  ground, 
and  built  more  after  the  prevailing -fafliion  of  the 
native  inhabitants  of  thefe  regions.     This  cir- 
cumftance,  in  addition  to  the  fpars  of  which  the 
larger  houfes  were  formed,  having  all  been  cut 
down  by  axes,  and  evidently  by  perfons  accuf- 
tomcd  to  fuch  tools,  induced  us  to  fuppofe  that 
this  vilhi^^e  had  been  the  refidence  of  a  party  of 
Kufl]ans,  or  forne  other  European  vifitors,  not 
only  from  ihc  conflrudion  of  the  larger  houfes, 
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but  iVom  the  clrcumftance  of  thefc  Indians  not 
having  yet  been  induced  to  make  the  leaft  ufe  of 
the  axe,  but  univerfally  preferring  and  ufing  iron 
tools  in  the  form  of  the  knife  or  chifel. 

From  hence  we  proceeded  to  the  examination 
of  the  bay.     On  founding   from  point  to  point, 
the  deepeft  water  was  not  found  to  exceed  from 
Imir  to  five  fathoms,  and  this  nearly  at  the  top 
of  the  flood.     And  as  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide 
according  to  our  menfuration  was  not  lefs  than 
four  fathoms,  this  part  of  the  bay  muft  neceffarlly 
be  nearly  dry    at  low  water.     After  paffing  to 
the  north  of  the  high  cliffy  point  to  which  at 
low  tide  the  flioal   had  appeared  to   be  united, 
\vc  had  for  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nine 
and  ten  fathoms  water,  but  on  fleering  over  to- 
wards the  oppofitc  or  north -wefl  fhorc  the  depth 
indantly  decreafed  to  four  and   three  fathoms, 
and  by  keeping  as  nearly  as  we  could  judge  on 
the  flioal  ridge  feen  from  the  fhip,  the  depth 
was  found  to  be  from  twenty  to  fourteen   feet 
water,    until    within    a    little    diflance    of   the 
north-wefl  fide,  when  we  had  a   f^w  cafls  of 
fevcn  and  a  half  fathoms.     At  this  time  it  was 
the  top  of  high  water  neap  tides. 

Being  unprovided  for  a  more  comprehenfivc 
furvey,  vvc  left  for  future  examination  the  width 
of  thefe  fmall  fpaces  of  deep  water ;  as  likewife 
the  afccrtaining  whether  this  flioal  conftituted 
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only  a  bar,  and  whether  the  extenfivie  flieet  of 
water  to  the  E.  N.  E.  became  again  navigable 
for  fiiipping,  and  ftrctched  to  any  remote  diftatnce 
in  that  dired:ion.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  country  indicated  the  contrary,  as  the  fhores, 
in  every  diredlion  in  which  we  had  feen  them, 
had  uniformly  appeared  to  defcend  gradually, 
from  the  mountains  to  their  termination  at  the 
■yvatcr-fide,  in  low  flat  land,  apparently  firm  and 
compact ;  fliould  thele  waters  therefore  penetrate 
Jbeyond  the  limits  of  our  view,  their  courfe  muft 
have  been  between  interlocking  points  at  no 
great  difcance  from  each  other.  -i^f;  . 

Our  curiofity  fo  far  fatisfied,  we  returned  to  the 
i^iip,  not  very  well  able  to  reconcile  with  each 
other  the  fevcral  circumftances  that  had  thus 
fallen  under  our  obfervation;  namely,  the  ra- 
pidity and  regularity  of  the  tide  forming  equal 
intervals  of  flood  and  ebb,  both  of  equal  ftrength, 
and  fetting  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  hour ;, 
with  the  water,  even  at  dead  low  tide,  little,  if 
at  all,  freflicr  than  that  of  the  ocean,  although  at 
the  difl:ance  of  near  7P  leagues  from  the  fea. 
Thcfc  fcveral  circumfl:ances  could  not  be  con- 
fidcred,  notwithftanding  the  appearance  of  the 
fliorcs,  as  indications  of  an  early  terminatigii.  of 
this  cxteniive  opening  on  the  coafl:. 
.  The  watering  place  to  which,  \  intended  to 
rcfgrt  lying  to  the  fouth  of  our  anchorage,  we 
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wcis^hcd  with  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb,  in  order 
to  place  the  fliip  as  conveniently  to  it  as  the 
fliores  would  admit ;  but  in  attempting  this,  the 
fliip  ran  a-ground  on  a  ihoal  that  had  cfcaped 
our  obfervation,  lying  between  our  laft  anchorage 
and  the  Ihore.  An  anchor  was  immediately  car- 
ried out,  and  on  the  return  of  the  flood  the  vef- 
fcl  was  hove  off,  without  having  received  any 
apparent  injury. 

The  next  morning,  Friday  the  25th,  Mr. 
Swaine  was  font  with  a  party  to  clear  away 
the  ice  before  the  run  of  water,  and  prepare  a 
convenient  fpot  for  the  reception  of  the  cafks ; 
whilft  another  boat  was  employed  in  fearch  of 
the  moft  convenient  anchorage  for  the  fhip.  This 
being  found  about  a  mile  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
run  of  water,  wc  proceeded  in  the  evening,,  took 
our  fliatioa  there,  and  moored  with  a  cable  each 
way  in  five  fathoms  depth  at  low  water,  foft 
bottom,  compofcd  of  fmall  Loofe  ftoncs,  and  fine 
bUck.,  fand.  .      .       .    - 


l.l'      VM^ 


^   .)     ,  ,     ,     Li  *    ,1 


led  to 
;e,  wc 
i^hcd 


CHAPTER 


1  , 


••!E».Vik»l 


135 


A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY 


[april, 


I  ■•      > 


i\* 


r. 


CHAPTER  V. 


i  f 


■  I 


X,       P 


.A^\ 


Dangerous  Situation  of  the  Ship  In  Confeqnenc:  of 
Ice — 'Examination  of  the  upper  Fart  of  Cook's 
River — Its  final  Termination  proving  if  to  he  only 
an  extenfive  Arm  of  the  Sea,  it  obtains  the  Name 
of  Cook's  Inkt — Joined  by  the  Chatham — Mr. 
Fiigcfs  Narrative  during  the  Separation  of  the 
two  Vefl'ds — Vifited  by  Ruffians — (^uit  Cook's 
Inkt — Afrouomlcal  and  nautical  Obfcrvations.  ■■ 
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HAVING  tiikcii  a  ftatlon  as  conveniently  to 
the  Uiorc  as  circumfmnccs  would  permit, 
on  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  2f)th,  vvc  fat 
ourfelves  ciirncflly  about  the  ievcral  necefTary  du- 
ties we  had  to  perform,  amongO:  which  was  the 
procuring  of  wood  and  water  from  the  fliore. 
This  fcr\  ice  was  greatly  interrupted  by  the  float- 
ing ice,  which  by  the  rapidity  of  the  tides  was 
rendered  very  dangerous  to  our  boats,  the  utmoft 
caution  being  required  to  prevent  their  being 
cruflicd,  not  only  when  they  were  along  the  fide 
of  the  Ihip,  but  in  their  communication  with  the 
land,  by  the  ice  which  was  in  motion,  and  by 
that  lodged  on  the  fliore  ;  againft  which  the 
more  buf>yant  mallcs,  though  of  confidcrable  fizc, 
, , .  ^     - ;    »  ^  were 
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"Were  driven  with  great  violence  and  dafhed  to 
pieces.     Some  anxiety  was  likcwife  felt  for  the 
fafety  of  our  cables,  though  every  precaution  in 
our  power  was  taken  for  their  protedlion. 
•^  In  the  afternoon  we  were  vifited  by  twenty- 
three  of  the  natives  in  a  large  ilcin  canoe.    Thefe 
people  were  deftitute  of  any  weapons,  and  were 
conducted  by  a  young. chief,  named  Cliat'idoolfZy 
who  feemed  to  poffefs  great  authority,  and  to  be 
treated  with  much  refpedl  by  every  individual  of 
the  party ;  whofe  humble  demeanor  manifefted 
the  inferiority  of  them  all,  excepting  one  named 
Kan'iftooch^  who  appeared  to  be  Ibmewhat  younger 
than  the  chief,  and  to  whom  alfo  the  reft  fliewcd 
much  attention.     This  man  attended  the  chief 
on  all  occafions,  and  was  the  only  one  who  was 
permitted  to  fit  on  the  flime  feat  with  him,   the 
others  fquatting  thcmfelves  down  on  the  deck. 
At  (u^  half  a  dozen  only  were  admitted  on  board, 
but  towards  the  evening  the  chief  earneftly  foli- 
citcd  that  they  might  all  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
lliip,  and  that  their  canoe   liiLht  be  taken  on 
board.      Apprchcnfive  that   fame  pilfering  a6ts 
might  be  committed,  I  made  the  chief  acquainted 
with  my  fuf^ucio^is,  and  the  confequent  objec- 
tion I   had  to  their  fleeping  on   board.     This, 
though  we  were  totally  unacquainted  with  each 
others  language,  was  communicated  by  fignstoo 
cxprcdive  of  our  meanings  to  be  millaken,  as 
;^:i  were 
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■were  the  afllirances  of  the  chief  that  I  might  rely 
on  their  honelly  ;  at  the  fame  time  cxprelling 
much  appfehenfion  for  the  fafety  of  his  people 
and  their  canoe,  who  were  in  a  dangerous  pre- 
dicament, from  the  large  mafles  of  ice  that  were 
now  palling  the  fhip.  Thefc  arguments,  toge- 
ther with  the  extremely  good  behaviour  of  thofe 
few  of  their  countrymen  who  had  vifited  us,  not 
many  leagues  from  our  then  ftation,  induced  me 
to  comply  with  the  earned  defire  of  Chal'idooUZf 
and  on  their  coming  on  board  each  prefented  me 
with  one  or  two  martin  fkins.  They  fcemed  to 
be  highly  gratified  w  ith  the  indulgence  granted 
them,  fcrupuloufly  exad  in  every  particular,  and 
behaved  with  a  degree  of  modefty  and  caution 
left  they  fliould  give  offence,  that  was  beyond 
example,  and  extremely  engaging. 

Some  of  our  gentlemen  in  queft  of  game  on 
fiiore,  had  fallen  in  with  a  family  of  about  18 
Indians,  from  whom  they  received  the  kindeft  at- 
tention and  civility ;  and  they  had  in  return  in- 
vited four  or  five  of  them  on  board,  which  invi- 
tation they  readily  accepted.  The  latter  party 
were  evidently  of  a  different  tribe  orfociety  from 
thofe  with  Chatuiooltz ;  but  they  nevertbelcfs 
were  upon  amicable  and  friendly  terms,  and  paf- 
icd  a  moft  clircerful  evening  together,  and  feem- 
ingly  much  to  their  mutual  fatisfadion.  After 
eating  a  hearty  fuppcr  of  fait  meat  and  bifcuit, 
-  .    .•  they 
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they  rcfted  very  quietly  until  the  next  morning, 
when  each  of  the  party  received  from   me  pre- 
fents  of  fnufF  and  tobacco,  ear-lliells,  iron  chi- 
fels,  beads,  hawk's  bells,   buttons   and  needles, 
all  of  which  feemed  to  be   highly  valued,  and 
w^ere  accepted  with  expreflions  of  the  mofl  grate- 
ful acknowledgment.    -      ;    >r  •      ;<        ;    >      t 
On  Sunday  the  27th,  as  the  drift  ice  did   not 
jfeem  to  be  in  fuch  abundance  as  on  the  preced- 
ing day,  the  chief  and  his  party  took  their  leave, 
and  evinced  their  approbation  of  the  treatment 
they  had  received  by  fmging  as  they  paddled 
round  the  ihip  ;  on  which  occafion  Chatidoolts^ 
being  the  only  one  {landing  up  in  the  canoe, 
performed  many  antic  tricks  that  v/erc  very  ludi- 
crous.    The  behaviour  of  thefe  people  whilll:  on 
board  was  pcrfedly  correfpondent  with  the  aiTu- 
rances  given  by  their  chief,  and  was  in  every  rc- 
fped:,  not  only  free  from  the  leafl  cenfure,  but 
deferving  the  higheft  commendation.  They  were 
permitted  without  any  rellraint  to  go  where  they 
pleafed,  and  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity  in  examin- 
ing whatever  attraded  their  attention,  and  with- 
out incurring  the  Icafl  difapprobation.  The  chief 
promifed  to  repeat  his  vifit  in  the  courfc  of  a  few 
days ;  and  I  endeavoured  to   make   him   undcr- 
ftand  that  game  or  fiHi  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  us,  but  the  funis  he  made  in  return  did   not 
encourage  us  to  hope  for  a  fupply  of  tlicfc  refrcfli- 
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mcnts ;  on  the  contrary,  he  requefted  and  pro- 
cured fome  bread  and  meat  to  take  home  with 
him,  which  evinced  that  food  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year  with  them,  was  not  in  abundance. 

Monday  the  28th. — Since  the  2lfl:,  the  wea- 
tber  had  been  very  ferene,  and  the  intcnfity  of 
the  cold  had  greatly  abated  ;  the  thermometer  in 
the  day  time  now  flood  at  40,  and  the  nights 
were  attended  with  little  froft. 

Anxious  to  avoid  every  poffible  delay,  Mr. 
Whidbcy,  with  tv/o  boats  equipped  for  ten  days, 
was  difpatchcd  with  dircdions  to  examine  the 
river  Turnagain,  fo  long  as  his  ftores  and  provi- 
fions  lliduld  lalt ;  but  fhould  that  river  be  foon 
found  to  terminate,  then  to  profecute  the  exa- 
mination of  the  eaftcrn  fliorc  to  the  eaft  Fore- 
land, from  thence  acrof^  tlie  river  to  the  weft 
Foreland,  and  to  continue  his  furvey  along  the 
weftern  fliore  back  to  the  ftation  of  the  fhip ; 
having  fuppofcd  from  the  appearance  of  the  l?.nd 
that  an  opening,  which  might  prove  extenfive, 
did  exift  a  few  leagues  to  the  north-eaftward  of 
the  north  Foreland.  In  the  mean  time  I  fliould 
endeavour,  as  foon  as  our  bufmcfs  on  board  was 
tolerably  forward,  to  fatisfy  myfclf  with  refpedl 
to  the  termination  or  further  extent  of  thefe 
waters. 

The  drift  ice  already  mentioned  as  orccfTivdy 
troublefome,  and  greatly  obilru^iing  our  opera- 
tions 
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tions  with  the  fhorc,  had  latterly  been  confidcrcd 
in  a  diminilhing  ftatc ;  but  contrary  to  our  cx- 
pcdations,  it  was  much  augtxicntcd  by  the  flood 
tide,  and  large  mailcs,  forming  almolb  complete 
fields  of  ice,  were  driven  by  the  inGreafcd  rapi- 
dity of  the  fpring  tides  (that  now  moved  at  the 
rate  of  nearly  five  miles  an  hour)  againfi:  the  bows 
of  the  flilp  with  alarming  violence,  and  made  me 
regret  too  late  having  difpatched  the  boats;  not 
only  on  account  of  their  fafcty,  for  which  I  be- 
came very  apprehenfive ;  but  alfo,  left  we  fliould 
be  driven  from  our  fi:ation  by  this  powerful  op- 
ponent, w^ithout  being  able  to  leave  on  lliorc  any 
inftru6tions  for  their  dircdion. 

The  following  day,  Tucfday  29th,  brought  no 
favorable  alteration  ;  the  quantity  of  ice  and  the 
rapidity  of  the  tide,  particularly  on  the  flood,  were 
greatly  increafed  and  were  truly  alarming.  One 
large  body  of  ice  hooked  the  fmall  bower  cable, 
and  with  the  violence  of  the  tide  broke  it  about 
15  fathoms  from  the  bows  ;  at  the  fame  time  the 
cable  of  the  beft  bovvcr,  by  w hlcli  alone  the  Ihip 
now  rode,  was  conftantly  preficd  with  ibch  im- 
menfc  weii^hts,  that  we  fhould  have  had  no  liopc 
of  its  being  able  to  fuftain  them,  had  it  not  been 
a  new  fixteen-inch  cable,  nearly  thicj  inches  in 
girth  more  than  thole  of  our  cltabliramcnt,  which 
had  been  procured  at  the  cape  cf  Good  Hope,  and 
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Notvvlthftanding  however  the  confidence  we 
had  in  this,  our  lituation  was  very  irkfome  and 
extremely  uncomfortable,  from  tjie  apprehenfion 
kfl  the  cable  Ihould  be  unable  to  refift  the  vio- 
lent fhocks  it  repeatedly  received;  for  in  the  event 
of  its  breaking,  we  Ihould  then  be  reduced  to 
only  one  anchor  and  a  thirteen  inch  cable  for  our 
prefervation.  r  j  . 

All  communication  with  the  Ihore  was  at  an 
end,  and  our  apprehenfions  for  the  Ihip's  flifety 
were  now  increafed  bv  the  violence  with  which 
the  ice,  nearly  as  hard  and  ponderous  as  the  folid 
rock,  was  frequently  driven  againft  the  Ihlp's 
botvs,  occafioning  fuch  (hocks  as  to  awaken  our 
fears,  left  the  hull  of  the  velfel  Ihould  fuftain 
fome  material  injury.  In  addition  to  thefe  very 
unpleafant  circumftances,  on  heaving  in  the  flack 
of  the  cable  at  high  water  we  difcovercd  it  to  be 
chafed,  by  its  having  rubbed  againft  fome  rocks  at 
the  bottom.  This  accident  was  as  unexpcdlcd  as 
it  was  ungrateful  to  our  feelings.  To  have  quit- 
ted a  ftation  fo  precarious,  .ind  fo  pregnant  with 
difafters  of  the  moft  alarming  nature,  would  have 
been  a  moft  happy  relief ;  yet,  had  we  been  ever 
fo  much  inclined,  we  were  denied  this  refource, 
for  not  a  breath  of  air  had  been  in  motion  dur- 
ing the  laft  twenty- four  hours.  Had  we  at- 
tempted to  move,  we  muft  have  reiigned  our- 
felves  to  the  immediate  influence  and  impetuo- 
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fity  of  the  ftream,  encumbered  with  huge  maiTes 
of  ice,  through  a  very  narrow  and  intricate  chan- 
nel, without  being  able  to  leave  behind  us  the 
leaft  intimation  for  the  guidance  of  the  abfent 
part  of  our  little  community  in  the  boats.     Our 
fmall   bower  anchor  and  cable  were  not  confi- 
dered  to  be  irretrievably  loft,  and   were   of  too 
much    importance  to   be   willingly   abandoned. 
Thus  circumftanced,  we  had  no  alternative  but 
to  remain,  and  encounter,  as  long  as   we  might 
be  able,  fuch  a  maffive  body  of  ice,  as  I  believe  no 
commander  of  a  Greenland  fhip,  though  fuch 
veflels  are  ftrengthened  and  proteded  for  this 
efpecial  purpofe,  would  have  attempted  t^^.have 
refifted,  unlefs  obliged  fo  to  do  by  the  moft  ur- 
gent necefTity. 

-  Towards  flack  water,  particularly  on  the  re- 
flux, wc  had  fome  Ihort  intermiffions  of  thefe 
threatening  dangers :  in  one  of  which,  about 
noon  of  Wcdncfday  the  3oth,  by  means  of  creep- 
ing  wc  fortunately  hooked  the  broken  cable ;  but 
the  rapid  return  of^he  ice  with  the  flood  aflv^rdcd 
but  fuflicicnt  time  to  aflix  a  buoy  to  it,  for  the 
purpofe  of  rcco^  cring  it  with  more  facility  at  the 
next  favorable  opportunity. 

Juft  about  the  time  of  high  water  we  were 
vifited  by  ten'  Ruffians,  and  about  twice  that 
number  of  Indians,  in  a  large  open  rowing  boat; 
who  with  great  difficulty  and  much  circumfpec- 
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tion  got  to  the  fliip  through  the  drift  ice,  which 
had  now  almofl  formed  one  connedled  field  from 
iide  to  fide.  On  their  arrival  the  fhip  was  tole- 
rably quiet,  but  on  the  return  of  the  ebb  we  were 
{6  incommoded  by  the  ice,  that  our  vifitors  ex- 
prefTed  great  concern  for  our  fafety.  They  fre- 
quently afked  if  the  fhip  did  not  make  much 
water,  and  whether  wc  were  duly  attentive  to 
that  particular.  This  was  perhaps  fuggefted  to 
them  by  their  not  feeing  the  pumps  at  work,  for 
whofc  ferviccs  very  fortunately  we  had  little  oc- 
cation.  If  I  rightly  underftood  them,  they  had 
come  with  an  intertion  ot  pafling  the  night  with 
us;  but  after  remaining  on  board  three  very  un- 
plcafant  hours,  they  took  the  advantage  of  an  ex- 
tenfivc  open  fpacc  between  the  fields  of  ice  and 
departed. 

Being  ignorant  of  the  Ruffian  language,  and 
our  minds  being  filled  with  the  grcatcfl  anxiety, 
we  were  ill  calculated  for  the  reception  and  en- 
tertainment of  flrangers,  and  confcquently  not 
likely  to  benefit  by  their  converfation,  or  by  any 
information  they  might  have  been  able  to  have 
communicated.  They  however  very  clearly  gaAc 
me  to  undcrfland,  that  our  anchorage  was  not  in 
a  river,  but  in  an  arm  of  the  fca,  which  finally 
clofed  about  fifteen  vcifls  beyond  the  flation  wc 
had  taken.  This  intelligence  appeared  to  corref- 
pond  with  w  hat  had  been  fcen  from  the  boats  on 
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the  24th,  which  had  given  us  rcafon  to  believe, 
that  beyond  the  extent  of  our  cxcurfion  on  that 
day  it  was  fcarccly  navigable  for  boats.  We  alfo 
underftood,  that  the  river  Turnagain  terminated 
not  far  within  its  entrance,  where  they  had  walked 
over  a  hill  or  mountain  that  occupied  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  or  fixteen  verfts,  and  that  they  had 
there  defcended  into  an  arm  of  the  fea  that  had 
communication  with  Prince  William's  found  ; 
acrofs  which  ifthmus  is  the  route,  by  which  they 
ftated  that  all  their  intercourfe  between  the  Ruf- 
fian fettlements,  in  this  and  that  extenfive  inlet, 
was  now  carried  on.  One  of  thefe  eftablifliments 
I  underftood  was  about  eight  miles  to  the  fouth- 
caft  of  the  eaft  Foreland,  where  a  Ruffian  two- 
mafted  velTcl  was  then  lying ;  and  that  they  had 
another  near  the  north  Foreland,  from  whence 
the  party  had  come  ;  and  a  third  on  the  ifland 
of  St.  Hermogencs.  In  Prince  WilHam's  found 
I  underftood  the  Ruffians  had  an  eftabliftiment 
in  port  Etches,  and  another  near  Kayes  ifland. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  this  converfation,  they 
fccmcd  to  ulc  every  endeavour  to  imprefs  us  with 
an  idea,  that  the  American  continent  and  adja- 
cent ifland?,  as  far  to  the  caftward  as  the  meri- 
dian of  Kaycs  ifland,  belonged  exclufively  to  the 
Ruffian  empire. 

Whilft  we  were  thus  annoyed  by  the  ice,  and 
kept  in  a  continued  ftate  of  impatience  and  foli- 
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citude,  the  weather,  though  cold,  was  delight- 
fully ierene  and  pleafant,  and  on  Thurfday,  the 
1  ft  of  May,  wc  had  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  a  lefs 
quantity  of  ice  brought  up  by  the  flood  tide,  and 
at  low  water  wc  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover 
our  anchor  and  cable.     The  next  day,  however, 
wc  were  again  much  inconvenienced  by  the  ice, 
and  in  the  hope  of  a  clearer  bottom,  we  Ihifted 
our  ftation  a  little  to  the  fouth-eaftward,  but  by 
no  means  improved  our  condition;  for  at  low  wa- 
ter the  cable  was  found  to  have  hooked  to  a  rock, 
and  whilft  we  were  endeavouring  to  clear  it,  the 
fliip  on  fuddenly  fwinging  in  Ihore  grounded,  and 
fo  remained  until  flic  was  floated  off  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  flood  tide.  On  founding,  much  more 
water  than  the  veflcl  drew  was  found  clofe  around 
her ;  and  from  hence  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  fliip  had  refted  on  one  of  thofe  appa- 
rently moveable  fabricks  of  rock  before  dcfcribed, 
which  lie  in  great  numbers  over  all  the  Ihallow 
flats,  extending  from  thefe  fliorcs  as  far  down  as 
the  low  water  of  the  fpring  tides  enabled  us  to 
difcern. 

At  the  flack  of  the  flood  tide,  with  a  light 
breeze  from  the  fouth,  we  weighed,  flood  more 
into  mid-channel,  and  anchored  in  12  fathoms, 
landv  bottom.  The  weather  altered,  and  a  ma- 
terial  change  took  place  on  Saturday  the  3d.  The 
iky  was  obfcurcd  by  thick  mifty  rain  and  fog, 
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that  continued  until  the  forenoon  of  Sunday  the 
4th,  when  the  weather  became  again  fair  and 
pleafant,  and  we  had  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  the 
furface  of  the  water  nearly  free  from  ice,  and  of 
re-commencing  our  bufmefs  with  the  fliorc. 

In  the  evening  we  had  the  happincfs  of  re- 
ceiving Mr.  Whidbey  and  his  party  on  board, 
after  having  accomplifhed  the  fervicc  he  had  been 
fent  to  perform. 

His  courfe  had  been  direded  from  the  Ihip's 
ftation  along  the  larboard  or  eaftern  fliore,  to  the 
fouth-weft  point  of  entrance  into  this  branch, 
which,  after  His  Excellency  the  Ruffian  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  Britilh  court,  I  call  Point  Wo- 
RONzo,  iituatcd  in  latitude  Oo"  8',  longitude 
210"  30';  and  its  north-eaft  point  of  entrance 
lying  from  point  Woronzow,  N.  3;  E.  diftant 
two  miles,  I  call  Point  Mackenzie,  after  the 
Right  Honorable  James  Stuart  Mackenzie.  From 
point  Woronzow  the  eaftern  fliore  takes  a  direc- 
tion S.  1 9  W.  for  four  miles,  to  a  point  which  I 
call  Point  Campbell,  and  which,  with  point 
Pofleffion,  may  be  confidered  as  the  outer  north- 
ciift  and  fouth-weft  points  of  Turnagain  river. 

Mr.  Whidbey  proceeded  clofe  along  that  fliore, 
but  he  was  foon  interrupted  by  a  fhoal  that  ex- 
tends from  it  to  the  iiorth-cail  point  of  Turn- 
again  ifland,  and  obliged  us  to  pafs  along  the 
north  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  in  a  diredion  E. 
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N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  is  three  miles  and  a  half 
long,  and  half  a  league  broad.  Near  its  weft 
point  a  fhoal  ftrctches  about  half  a  league  in  a 
north-weft  direction,  from  the  weft  point  of  the 
ifland,  where  the  latitude  was  obferved  to  be 
61"  8^  Endeavours  were  made  to  get  in  with 
the  larboard  or  north-eaft  iliore  without  fuccefs, 
.being  again  repulfed  by  the  jQioals  that  extend 
from  three  to  four  miles  from  it.  The  examina- 
tion was  continued  up  this  arm  in  five,  fix,  and 
fevcn  fathoms  water,  favored  by  a  ftrong  flood 
tide,  but  attended  with  fo  frcfli  a  gale  from  the 
eaftward,  that  a  very  heavy  and  irregular  fwell 
was  produced,  which  in  two  inftances  nearly 
filled  the  large  cutter,  broke  off  the  head  of  the 
rudder,  and  required  the  utmoft  efforts  and  ex- 
ertions of  the  party  to  preferve  the  boat  from 
fmking.  The  fliores  in  their  vicinity  were  inac- 
ceffible,  and,  under  circumftances  fo  difcouraging, 
they  had  no  other  probable  means  of  bettering 
their  condition,  than  by  inclining  as  near  to  the 
fouthern  Ihore  as  the  flioals  that  extended  from 
it  would  permit ;  this  was  effected,  and  when  the 
range  of  the  arm  was  fliut  in,  the  water  became 
fmoother.  About  five  in  the  evening  they  reach- 
ed a  fmall  iflet  lying  clofe  to  the  fouthern  lliore, 
in  a  direction  from  the  v/cft  point  of  Turnagain 
ifland,  S.  45  E.  diftant  fourteen  miles.  The 
flood  at   this  time  being  nearly  expended,  and 
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this  feemlng  likely  to  prove  an  eligible  rcfting 
place  for  the  night,  no  time  was  loft  in  endea;- 
vouring  to  obtain  fome  relief  from  the  uncom- 
fortable fituation  to  which  they  had  been  reduced 
by  the  feas  that  had  broken  into  the  boats,  and 
had  wetted  moft  of  their  arms  and  apparel.  Their 
repofe  during  the  night  was  greatly  difturbed  by 
large  quantities  of  ice  that  were  brought  down 
by  the  ebb  tide,  and  occafioned  them  great  la- 
bour and  difficulty  to  prevent  the  boats  being 
broken  adrift. 

The  ftrong  eafterly  gale  continuing,  and  the 
tide  being  adverfe  to  their  purfuit,  the  party  was 
detainea  until  noon  the  next  day  on  the  iflet, 
which  lies  about  a  league  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
what  may  be  confidercd  as  the  inner  fouth-weft 
point  of  entrance  into  Turnagain  river,  whofe 
inner  north-eaft  point  lies  from  it  N.  42  E.  at  the 
diftancc  of  three  miles  and  three  quarters.  The 
latitude  on  the  iilct  was  obfervcd  to  be  Oo° 57|^ 
its  longitude  210"  4  3';  low  water  afforded  a  good 
opportunity  for  viewing  the  furrounding  region. 
The  iliores  between  the  outer  and  inner  points 
appeared  to  be  from  three  to  four  leagues  afun- 
der ;  each  fide  formed  a  bay  at  high  water,  but 
the  lliorcs  of  thcfc  bays  could  not  be  approached, 
on  account  of  the  Ihallow  flat  that  extends  from 
the  land  on  the  northern  fide  from  three  to  five 
miles,  and  from  the  pppofit<p  Hiore  about  half 
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that  diftance,  between  which  is  a  channel  about 
a  league  and  a  half  wide,  which  is  alfo  interrupted 
by  a  ihoal  that  appeared  in  many  places  to  be  dry, 
and  fituated  about  midway  between  the  iflet  and 
Turnagain  ifland  ;  lying  in  a  diredion  N.  E.  and 
S.  W.  about  a  league  and  a  half  long,  and  half  a 
league  broad,  leaving  between  its  fouth  point  and 
the  ilioals  extending  from  the  fouthern  Ihore,  a 
channel  not  more  than  half  a  league  in  width. 

With  the  firft  of  the  flood  the  party  proceeded 
in  foundings  from  feven  to  eleven  fathoms,  until 
they  had  pafled  the  inner  points  of  entrance, 
when  the  depth  of  water  fuddenly  decreafed  to 
four  fathoms,  and  Ihortly  after  to  two  and  three 
feet,  even  in  mid-channel,  from  whence  the  di- 
rection of  the  river  extended  about  S.  70  E. ; 
this  was  purfued  for  about  four  leagues  from  the 
place  where  the  water  had  firft  become  flioal ; 
the  Ihores  were  compa6t,  and  the  width  was  now 
contracted  from  a  league  to  half  th.it  diftance. 
Mr.  Whidbey  fcvcral  times  crolfcd  from  fide  to 
fide,  without  finding  more  than  thirty  feet  water, 
nearly  at  the  conclufion  of  the  flood  tide,  and  in 
a  channel  not  more  than  an  hundred  yards  w  idc. 
From  hence  this  arm,  (for  it  was  now  proved  to  be 
no  longer  intitlcd  to  the  name  of  a  river)  appear- 
ed ftill  to  extend  in  the  above  diredion  for  about 
feven  miles  further,  where,  in  latitude  Go"  54^, 
longitude  211"  3o',  it  fccmcd  finally  to  terminate 
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in  a  circular  manner,  furrounded  by  high  ftcep 
barren  mountains,  covered  with  perpetual  fnow. 
This  termination,  though  fcarcely  admitting  of 
a  doubt,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  very  anxious  to  af- 
ccrtain  more  pofitivcly  than  by  the  dillant  view- 
that  had  been  afforded  of  it ;  but  as  they  had 
now  advanced  as  far  up  as  a  very  rapid  flood  tide 
would  carry  them,  they  could  not  attempt  to 
contend  with  the  ebb,  which  returns  at  the  rate 
of  five  or  fix  miles  an  hour;  and  the  fliorcs  on 
cither  fide  within  their  reach  did  not  afford  the 
Icafl  ihelter  where  they  could  have  waited  for 
the  fucceeding  flood,  and  have  been  prote<5led> 
during  the  ebb,  from  the  dangers  to  which  they 
muft  of  neceflity  have  been  expofed,  from  the 
immenfe  maifes  of  ice  in  all  dire<5lions,  fbme  lying 
agroimd,  others  floating  or  rolling  by  the  force  of 
tlie  ftream  over  the  foft  mud  that  compofes  the 
bottom.  For  thefe  reafons  they  were  obliged  to 
return  with  the  ebb,  and  did  not  find  any  fhelter 
until  they  had  arrived  within  a  league  of  the  iflet 
before  mentioned,  where,  about  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, they  reached  a  fmall  cove,  that  admitted  of 
their  boats  being  hauled  up  clear  of  the  ice  dur- 
ing the  night. 

The  country  bordering  upon  the  bays  between 
the  outer  and  inner  points  of  Turnagain  arm  is 
low,  well  wooded,  and  rifcs  with  a  gradual  af- 
cent,  until  at  the  inner  point  of  entrance,  where 
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the  fhofcs  fuddenly  rife  to  lofty  eminences  in 
nearly  perpendicular  cliffs,  and  compofc  ilupen- 
dous  mountains  that  are  broken  into  chafms  and 
deep  gullies.  Down  thefe  ruflicd  immcnfc  tor- 
rents of  water,  rendering  the  naked  fides  of  thefc 
precipices  awfully  grand ;  on  their  tops  grew  a 
lew  flunted  pine  trees,  but  they  were  nearly  def- 
titute  of  every  other  vegetable  production.  The 
tide  iu  this  fituation  rofe  thirty  feet  perpendicu- 
larly, fo  that  at  low  water  this  arm  mult  be  dry 
or  nearly  fo  ;  and  as  Mr.  Whidbcy  confidered  it 
unfafe  to  be  navigated,  and  undcferving  any  fur- 
ther examination,  he  proceeded  in  the  morning  of 
the  30th  in  the  execution  of  his  further  orders, 
towards  point  Poifeffion,  which  by  our  obferva- 
tions  is  fituated  in  latitude  Gl"  3^  longitude 
21a''  }S\  The  bottle  left  there  by  Captain 
King  was  fearched  for  without  efFe6l ;  and  as  the 
party  proceeded  to  the  fouth-weft,  they  met  the 
Ruflian  boat  on  its  way  to  the  fliip ;  but  as  they 
were  bound  in  different  diredions,  the  interview 
was  Ihort,  and  without  acquiring  any  information 
in  addition  to  that  which  had  been  already  de- 
tailed. On  the  commencement  of  the  flood  the 
party  was  obliged  to  Hop  at  a  point  lying  from 
point  Pollefiion,  S.  05  W.  at  the  diftancc  of 
leven  miles.  Here  a  diftant  view  was  obtained 
of  the  fliores  before  them  to  the  fouth-weft.  The 
whole  fpace,  fo  far  as  they  were  able  to  difcem 
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any  objc(5ls,  was  incumbered  with  an  immenfc 
number  of  conical  rocks,  detached   from  each 
other  on  a  bank  of  fand  and  fmall  ftones,  that 
extended  a  league  and  upwards  from  the  Ihorc. 
Thefe  rocks  are  of  different  elevations,  and  as  few 
of  them  are  of  fufficient  height  to  appear  above 
the  furface  at  high  water,  the  navigating  of  this 
fhore  with  fuch  rapid  tides  required  to  be  under- 
taken with  the  greateft  caution.     The  ebb  tide 
in  the  night  being  ill  calculated  for  this  purpofe, 
their  tents  were  pitched  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
beach,  clear  of  the  fnow,  with  which  the  ground 
was  as  yet  in  mod  places  covered. 

In  the  evening,  on  the  difcharge  of  Tome  muf- 
kets  that  had  become  damp,  fifteen  Indians  came 
from  the  woods,  and  with  great  cheerful nefs  and 
affability  welcomed  their  new  vifitors,  by  pre* 
fcnting  them  with  fome  dried  falmon ;  which 
very  friendly  behaviour  Mr.  Whidbey  amply  re- 
quited, and  accompanied  them  to  their  habita- 
tions, which  were  about  a  mile  from  the  boats, 
confifling  of  two  huts  that  had  been  recently 
built,  each  containing  a  family  of  about  fifteen 
perfonsjof  dlii'crcnt  ages  and  both  fexes ;  whofe  bc- 
liaviour  was  in  every  rcfped:  marked  with  the  fame 
lioncft  and  orderly  decorum  exhibited  by  thofb  of 
their  countrymen  who  had  vifited  the  fhip. 

The  next  morning  their  furvey  was  continued 
through  this  rocky  labyrinth,  extending  along  the 
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fliorc  about  Ibven  leagues,  to  a  point  lying  from 
the  eaft  Foreland  N.  35  E.  diftant  two  leagues. 
The  utmoft  circumfpcdion  was  required  to  con- 
duct the  boats  clear  of  thefe  dangerous  pyrami- 
dical  rocks,  rifmg  perpendicularly  from  a  bafe  at 
the  depth  of  four  to  nine  fathoms,  and  perfedly 
fteep  on  every  fide  within  the  diftance  of  a  boat's 
length.     Had  our  boats  grounded  on  any  of  them 
with  the  rapidity  of  the  falling  tide,  nothing  lefs 
than  inftant  deftrudion  could  have  been  exped- 
cd.     This  very  extraordinary  rugged   region  ap- 
peared to  join  the  fouthcrn  fide  of  the  fhoal,  on 
which  the  Refolution  had  grounded  in  the  year 
17/8;  and  hence  it  mull  be  confidcred  as  a  moft 
fortunate  circumilancc  that  neither  Captain  Cook 
nor  ourfclves  had  attempted  to  pafs  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  that  (hoal. 

Between  the  point  where  this  flioal  terminates 
and  the  eaft  Foreland  is  a  Ihallow  bay,  with 
ibundings  of  feven  and  eight  fathoms,  within  a 
convenient  diftance    from    the  Ihore,  fhcltcred 
from  the  eaft,  fouth,  and  fouth- weft  winds,  and 
not  much  cxpofcd  to  thofc  which  blow  from  the 
oppofite  quarters.     Mr.  VVhidbcy's  examination 
of  this  place,   however,   was  not   very  minute, 
being  anxious  to  accomplifli  the  more  important 
objeds  of  his  expedition.     On  reaching  the  eaft 
Foreland  he  obfcrvcd  the  latitude  to  be  (5o"43', 
longitude  20Q"  19'.      This   comprehended  the 
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extent  of  the  furvey  on  the  caflern  fliorc.  After 
crolTing  over  to  the  weft  Foreland,  a  diftance  of 
cl":ht  miles  and  an  half  In  a  weft  direction  be- 
tween  thcfe  points,  tliv  y  hauled  up  their  boats, 
to  prevent  their  being  injured  by  the  ice,  which 
dcfcended  in  vaft  bodies  down  the  river,  and 
rcfted  here  for  the  night ;  where  they  were  vi- 
fited  by  our  Indian  paftengers,  who  exprefTcd 
much  pleafure  on  feeing  them  again,  and  pre- 
fcnted  them  with  the  only  eatables  they  had  to 
offer,  a  few  dried  falmon.  The  next  morning 
(May  the  2d)  the  weather  was  hazy,  a  heavy 
fwcU  rolled  from  the  fouth,  and  broke  with 
much  violence  on  the  fliore,  along  which  they 
had  continued  their  furvey  to  the  north  Foreland, 
fituated  in  latitude  0l"4',  longitude  2og°  37'. 
The  fpacc  between  this  point  and  the  wxft  Fore- 
land forms  a  fpacious  open  bay.  Shallow  water 
extends  from  the  latter  to  within  about  five 
leagues  of  the  former  point,  from  whence  a  depth 
of  live  fathoms  was  found  clofe  to  the  main  land. 
Manv  of  the  natives  were  fcen  about  their  habi- 
tations  as  our  party  palfcd  along  the  bay ;  and, 
where  they  had  occafion  to  land,  fome  of  thcfe 
good  people  obferving  that  the  boats  were  pre- 
\entcd  by  the  Ihcals  from  reaching  the  fliore, 
they  ruflicd  into  the  water,  notwithftanding  the 
weather  was  very  cold  and  unpleafant,  and  of- 
fered their  friendly  affillance  to  land  our  gentle- 
men, 
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men,  by  carrying  them  through  the  water ; 
•which  acceptable  fer\ice  they  not  only  performed 
■with  the  greateft  care  and  attention,  but  made 
their  new  vifitors  fome  trivial  prefents ;  which 
were  recompenced  by  returns  highly  fatisfa(^ory 
to  them.  The  ebb  tide  having  commenced  by 
the  time  they  had  reached  the  north  Foreland, 
our  party  flopped  for  the  night  clofc  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Ruffian  eftablKhment,  mentioned 
by  thofe  wiio  had  vifited  the  fliip  in  the  large 
open  boat,  to  which  our  gentlemen  received  a 
mofl:  friendly  invitation. 

At  this  ftatlon  there  was  only  one  large  houfc, 
about  fifty  feet  long,  twenty-four  wide,  and  about 
ten  feet  high ;  this  was  appropriated  to  the  rcfi- 
dcnce  of  nineteen  Ruffians,  under  the  directions 
of  an  elderly  man,  who  condudcd  our  party  into 
the  houfc  by  a  fmall  door,  that  was  its  only  en- 
trance, and  feated  them  at  a  tabic  near  the  upper 
or  further  end  of  the  habitation,  where  a  repalt, 
confifllng  of  dried  fifli  and  cranberries,  was  pro-  , 
duccd  ;  but  the  offcnfivc  fmcll  of  the  houfc  pre- 
vented any  rcllfli  for  thcfc  dainties,  and  on  their 
hoft  perceiving  a  reluctance  to  partake  of  the  rc- 
freflimcnts  he  had  fet  before  them,  he  ordered 
the  cranberries  to  be  taken  away,  and  alter  they 
had  been  beaten  up  with  fome  train  oil,  they 
were  re- produced,  with  the  hope  of  their  being 
rendered  in  this  flatc  more  palatable.      Thefi; 
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hofpitable  endeavours  to  entertain,  their  viiitors 
proving  unrucccfs>ful,  and  our  gentlemen  having 
facrificed  as  much  to  politenefs  as  their  ftomachs 
would  bear,  felt  great  relief  in  once  more  breath- 
ing the  pure  though  cold  air,  and  returned  to 
their  tents ;  where  the  badnefs  of  the  weather 
detained  them  the  following  day,  and  afforded 
them  an  opportunity  of  repaying  the  intended 
hofpitality  of  their  Ruffian  friends,  who  very 
heartily  partook  of  fuch  cheer  as  the  party  had 
to  offer. 

By  the  affiftance  of  a  very  indifferent  inter- 
preter, Mr.  Whidbey  underftood  that  the  Rul- 
fians  had  been  at  this  ffation  nearly  four  years, 
yet  there  was  not  the  Icaft  appearance  of  cultiva- 
tion, although  in  the  fummer  feafon  the  foil  mofi: 
probably  was  capable  of  producing  many  ufcfui 
articles  of  food.  This,  liovvever,  fccmed  to  be 
of  little  moment  to  the  European  refidcnts,  as 
they  appeared  to  be  pcrfcdly  content  to  live  after 
the  manner  of  the  native  Indians  of  the  country; 
partaking  with  equal  rclilli  and  appetite  their 
grofsand  naufeous  food,  adopting  the  fame  fafliion, 
and  ufing  the  lame  materials  for  their  apparel, 
and  differing  from  them  in  their  exterior  appear- 
ance only  by  the  want  of  paint  on  their  faces,  and 
by  their  not  wearing  any  of  the  Indian  orna- 
ments.    So  far  a-  any  conclufion  could  be  drawn 
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from  this  fliort  interview,  the  Ruffians  feemed 
to  live  upon  the  moft  intimate  terms  of  friend- 
Ihip  with  the  Indians  of  all  defcriptions,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  perfe<Elly  fatisfied  in  being  fubjeded 
to  the  Ruffian  authority. 

The  weather  proving  more  favorable,  on  the 
4th  the  party  again  proceeded  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  continued  their  furvey  from  the  north 
Foreland  along  the  wcftern  ftiore ;  where,  for  the 
fpace  of  about  two  leagues  to  the  north  of  this 
point,  tolerably  good  anchorage  was  found,  and 
commodious   communication    with    the    fhore, 
abounding  with  wood   clofe   to  the  water  fide, 
and  affording  feveral  ftreams  of  excellent  water. 
But  this  fpace  was  greatly  expofcd  to  the  eaft  and 
fouth-eaft  winds,  which  are  evidently  the  moft 
prevailing  and  violent  in  this  country ;  as  Mr. 
Whidbcy  remarked,  in  every  place  where  he  had 
landed,  that  all   the   trees  that  had  fallen  were 
lying  with  their  heads  toward  the  W.  and  N.  W. 
and  that  all  the  perennial  vegetables  alfo  were 
lodged  with  their  tops  in  the  fame  dired:Ions. 
From  this  extent  the   llioals  gradually  ftrctched 
to  the  dlftancc  of  live  miles  from  the  fliore,  until 
they  joined  on   to  point  Mackenzie ;  the  land 
between  this  point  and   the  north  Foreland  was 
compofcd  of  a  low  and  perfec1:iy  compact  Ihore, 
without  the  fmalleft  difccrnible  objcd,  fo  near  as 
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the  Ihoals  allowed  them  to  approach  ;  and  hav- 
ing now  fully  accomplilhed  the  objcd:  of  their 
expedition,  they  returned  to  the  (hip. 

It  now  only  remained  to  determine  the  extent 
of  the  place  we  were  in ;  and  notwithftanding 
that  the  low  water  at  fpring  tides  had  fufficiently 
Ihcwn  that  we  were  already  advanced  nearly  to 
its  utmoft  navigable  boundary,  yet  fo  extraor- 
dinary and  unexpefled  a  termination  of  this  ex- 
tenfive  inlet  demanded  a  more  minute  invelliga- 
tion. 

Whilft  our  wood  and  water  were  completing, 
which  the  ice  had  prevented  our  accompliihing, 
on  Tuefday  morning  the  fith,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Menzies,  and  fome  ether  gen- 
tlemen, I  departed  with  the  yawl  and  fmall  cut- 
ter, provided  with  fupplies  for  four  days.  Our 
examination  was  direded  along  the  vveftern  fliore; 
and  we  were  not  long  in  determining  that,  at  a 
little  diftancc  from  the  place  where  we  had  for- 
merly founded,  the  flioals,  which  were  dry  at  low 
water,  connedled  the  two  fhorcs  together;  and 
from  an  eminence  that  we  afccnded,  we  fuw  the 
fpacc  beyond,  which  at  high  tide  becomes  an 
cxtenfivc  fliect  of  water,  now  occupied  by  num- 
l)crlcfs  banks  of  fand  one  behind  the  other,  with 
frnall  pools  of  water  between  them.  Notwith- 
flandiniz;  thefc  indications  that  anv  further  ex- 
aminatlon  was  unncccfTary,  I  refolvcd  to  continue 
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our  rcfcarches  as  far  as  it  might  be  found  navi- 
gable for  the  boats;  and  for  that  purpofe  we 
kept  on  the  wcftern  lliore,  although  we  could 
noc  approacli  xcry  near  it,  on  account  of  the 
flioals  that  extended  from  it,  on  which  were 
lodged  a  very  large  quantity  of  ice.  The  depth 
of  water  was  generally  one,  two,  and  three  fa- 
thoms, very  irregular,  and  nuw  and  then  four 
fiithoms  at  about  half  flood. 

As  wc  advanced  to  the  north- eaft,  the  weftern 
iliore  gradually  inclined  towards  the  caftcrn  fhore, 
until  they  were  not  more  than  half  a  mile  afun- 
der,  forming  flill  a  fmall  continuation  of  the 
branch,  in  which  we  found  from  eight  to  twelve 
feet  water,  nearly  at  high  tide  ;  this  we  followed 
about  two  miles,  when  our  curlofity  became  fa- 
tisfied  by  feeing  its  eaftern  banks  unite  with  thofe 
on  the  weftern  fide,  and  terminate  in  a  circular 
form,  the  moll  diftant  part  being  about  half  a 
league  from  us,  in  which  fpace  was  fome  bank 
of  dry  fand. 

The  (liorcs  we  had  paifcd  were  compad  ;  two 
or  or  three  fmall  ftreams  of  frefli  water  flowed 
into  the  branch  between  low  ftccp^anks ;  above 
thcfc  the  furfacc  was  nearly  flat,  and  formed  a 
fort  of  plain,  on  which  there  was  no  fhow,  and 
but  very  few  trees.  This  plain  ftretchcd  to  the 
foot  of  a  conncdcd  body  of  mountains,  which, 
excepting  between  the  weft  and  north- weft,  were 
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not  very  remote  ;  and  even  in  that  quarter  the 
country  might  be  confidered  as  moderately  ele- 
vated, bounded  by  diftant  ftupendous  mountain* 
covered  with  fnow,  and  apparently  detached  froni 
each  other ;  though  poffibly  they  miglit  be  con- 
ne<5led  by  land  of  infufficient  height  to  intercept 
our  horizon.     This  we  had  found  to  be  the  cafe 
with  the  conne<5led  ridges  on  the  coall  of  North 
Weft  America,  whofe  lofty  fummits  formed  in 
many  inftances  the  bafes  only  of  the  flill  more 
lliupendous  detached  mountains.     To  the  north- 
ward round  by  the  eaft,  and  towards  the  fouth- 
eaft,  the  nearer   mountains,  though  of  a  height 
inferior  to   thofe   in  the  oppofite  region,   were 
capped  with  fnow,  and  appeared  to  form  an  un- 
interrupted barrier ;  the  defcending  plains  from 
which  feemed,  by  their  apparent  uniformity,  to 
indicate  no  probability  of  their  being  any  where 
interfered  by  water.     That  which  flowed  be- 
tween the  banks  of  the  river  ftill  retained  a  very 
confiderablc  degree  of  faltnefs,  and  clearly  proved 
that  ncitlicr  by  falls,  flats,  marflies,  or  fens,  any 
large  body  of  frefli  water  found  its  way  to  the 
ocean  by  this  communication,  and  that  confc- 
quently,  according  to  the  general  acceptation  of 
geographical  terms,  this  can  be  no  longer  con- 
fidered as  a  /mv ;  I  AkiU  therefore  diftlnguifli  it 
henceforth  as  an  iiilct. 

Thus  terminated  this  \cry  cxtcnfivc  opening 
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on  the  coaft  of  North  Weft  America,  to  which, 
had  the  great  and  firft  difcoverer  of  it,  whole 
name  it  bears,  dedicated  one  day  more  to  its  fur- 
ther examination,  he  would  have  fpared  the 
theoretical  navigators,  who  have  followed  him 
in  their  clofcts,  the  tafk  of  ingenioufly  afcribing 
to  this  arm  of  the  ocean  a  channel,  through 
which  a  north-weft  paffage  exifting  according  to 
their  doctrines,  might  ultimately  be  difcovered. 

Whilft  we  were  engaged  in  making  the  nc- 
cefTary  obfcrvations  for  afccrtaining  the  final  ter- 
mination of  Cook's  Inlet,  the  northern  extent 
of  which  was  found  to  be  in  latitude  Ol°  2c/  lon- 
gitude 21 1°  1 7\  we  were  attended  by  a  party  of 
the  natives,  who  condudlcd  themfelves  in  the 
fame  orderly  manner  as  thofc  we  had  before 
feen ;  they  invited  us  with  great  earneftnefs  to 
their  habitation,  which  was  found  on  the  plain 
about  a  mile  from  the  water  fide  ;  it  confifted  of 
a  houfe  fimilar  to  thofe  wc  had  feen  on  the  24th 
of  April,  and,  like  them,  appeared  to  have  been 
conftruded  by  the  Ruffians;  but  as  it  was  greatly 
out  of  repair,  we  fuppofed  it  was  now  only  ap- 
propriated as  a  temporary  rcfling  place  for  tra- 
vellers. Our  vifit,  I  believe,  was  very  acceptable, 
if  1  judgment  might  be  formed  by  our  reception 
and  the  cheerful  and  affable  behaviour  of  the 
whole  party,  who,  on  finding  tha«- our  intentions 
were  to  depart,  folicitcd  us  to  prolong  our  ftay ; 
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and,  as  an  inducement  for  doing  fo,  gave  us  to 
underftand,  that  our  friendly  young  chief  Chati- 
dooltz  was  at  no  great  diftance,  and  would  foon 
arrive  at  their  dwelling.  But  our  curiofity  being 
fatisfied,  and  having  no  bufinefs  to  detain  us 
longer,  wc  took  our  leave,  and  diredcd  our  way 
back  to  the  fliip  with  the  firft  of  the  ebb  tide  ; 
and  found  but  juil  fufficicnt  depth  of  water  for 
the  boats  over  the  lliallow  flat  we  had  to  pafs, 
extending  about  five  leagues.  About  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  wc  arrived  on  board,  where 
every  thing  was  in  readincfs  to  return  down  the 
inlet  the  next  morning. 

Although,  by  the  information  we  had  thus  ac- 
quired, the  profped:  of  concluding  our  furvey  of 
the  coaft  during  the  prefent  feafon  was  greatly 
improved,  yet  it  was  not  polfible  to  avoid  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  mortification  from  the  rcfledlion, 
that  our  opinions  rcfpedling  the  extent  to  which 
thefe  waters  were  likely  to  lead,  had  been  fo  ex- 
tremely erroneous.  This  evidently  proved  the 
fallacy  of  analogous  rcafoning,  which  the  human 
mind  is  too  apt  to  render  fubfervient  to  fome  fa- 
vorite hypotiicfis,  and  too  frequently  to  adopt, 
even  under  the  appearance  of  manifell  contradic- 
tions. 

In  the  evening  two  guns  were  heard  in  the 
offing,  and  on  the  next  morning,  Wednefday  the 
7th,  abria:  wasfeen  at  anchor  before  the  entrance 
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into  this  place,  which  proved  to  be  the  Chatham. 
Mr.  Baker  was  immediately  fent  to  advifc  the 
commanding  officer  that  we  fliould  return  by  the 
earliell  opportunity. 

About  noon  Mr.  Pugct  came  on  board,  from 
whom  I  learned,  that  on  the  evening  of  our  fe- 
paration  he  had  carried  a  prefs  of  fail  in  order  to 
keep  up  with  us,  which,  together  with  a  very 
heavy,  irregular  fca,  occafioncd  the  velTel  to  la- 
bour extremely,  and  yet  flic  made  fo  little  pro- 
grefs,  that  their  diftance  from  us  was  gradually 
increafed  until  the  Difcovery  was  no  longer  vi- 
fible.  The  next  morning  (March  j  6th^  upwards 
of  four  feet  water  was  found  in  the  Chatham's 
hold ;  this  in  a  great  mcafurc  accounted  for  the 
prcfl'urc  and  uneafmcfs  under  which  the  vefl'el 
had  laboured  the  preceding  evening.  To  difcn- 
gage  thcmfclves  from  this  inconvenience  both 
pumps  were  employed  until  eight  o'clock.  Mr. 
Puget  ftated  likcvvife,  that  during  their  pafTage 
from  the  Sandwich  iflands  the  Chatham  had 
proved  rather  crank,  and  that  her  upper  works 
had  been  found  very  leaky. 

Agreeably  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  Mr. 
Puret  had  commenced  and  continued  his  exami- 
nation of  ♦■he  wcllcrn  fide  of  this  inlet  from  cape 
Douglas  to  our  prefcnt  flation;  it  was  found  to  be 
a  compad  fiiore,  without  any  collateral  branches, 
or  na^•igHble  openings ;  but  as  fome  further  ob- 
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fervations  were  neceirary  for  adjufting  our  furvey 
of  that  coaft,  which  in  all  probability  would  be 
procured  in  our  pall'age  down  the  'let,  the  de- 
livery of  his  documents  was  poflponed  until  we 
lliould  arrive  in  port  Chalmers  ;  neverthelefs,  as 
the  principal  occurrences  appertain  to  his  re- 
fcarchcs  in  this  inlet,  I  iliall  here  infcrt  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  information  fo  acquired. 

Few  circumftances  worthy  of  remark  fecmed 
to  have  taken  place  during  the  Chatham's  palTagc 
to  the  coaft  of  America,  which  was  feen  at  day- 
light on  the  loth  of  April ;  and  at  noon,  in  lati- 
tude 5(3°  50",  cape  Greville  bore  by  compafs  N. 
50  W.  and  the  fouthcrnmoft  land  in  light  S.  7-1 
W.  Her  courfe  w^as  now  directed  at  the  diftance 
of  7  to  15  leagues  from  the  land,  which,  by  the 
1  2th  at  noon,  brought  them  to  the  latitude  of 
58°  22^  cape  St.  Hermogencs  by  compafs  bear- 
ing S.  55  W.  and  the  coaft  in  fight  from  S.  85 
W.  to  S.  35  W.  Favored  with  a  frefli  breeze 
from  the  S.  S.  E.  they  ftcered  towards  cape 
Douglas,  between  the  barren  iflcs  and  point 
Banks,  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  fbme  infor- 
mation refpcding  Smoky  bay.  Between  cape 
St.  Hermogenes  and  point  Banks  many  detached 
rocks  were  i'ccn,  Ivinur  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
main  land,  but  the  fliorcs  in  their  immediate 
neighbourhood  appeared  to  be  bold,  and  free  from 
any  vifible  danger.     Tlie  S.  E.  wind  increafed  in 
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the  evening,  attended  with  feme  fnow.     In  paf- 
fing  point  Banks  they  were  vifited  by  two  Ruf- 
fians, who,  by  the  help  of  an  indifferent  inter- 
preter, informed  them  that  no  veilel  had  gone 
up  the  inlet  this  feafon ;  and  from  hence  they 
concluded  that  they  ihould  precede  the  Dlfcovery 
in  its  examination.     By  the   mofl  intelligent  of 
the  two,  whofe  name  was  George  Portoff,  they 
were  alfo  informed,  that  to  the  fouth-eaft  of 
point  Banks  they  had  paffed  a  very  fine  harbour, 
where  the  Ruffians  had  an  eflablilhment,  and 
where  a  Hoop,  mounting  eight  carriage  guns  was 
then  lying,  under  the  command  o/  Alexander 
Berrenoff ;  which  gentleman  he   faid  would  be 
happy  to  vifit  the  Chatham   in  the  morning, 
could  he  be  informed  where  Ihe  was  likely  to  be 
found ;  but  this  was  fo  intirely  dependant  upon 
circumilances  that  no  appointment  could  poffibly 
be  made.     Portoff  ftated,  that  this  eftablilliment 
confiftcd  of  forty  Ruffians,  that  they  had  another 
of  equal  confequcnce  in  Prince  William's  found, 
and  fome  fmallcr  ones  up  the  inlet.     Mr.  Puget 
endeavoured  to  procure  fome  information  relative 
to  Mr.  Billings's  voyage  of  difcovery,  under  the 
Ruffian  authority,  in  thcfc  regions,  and  alfo  con- 
cerning the  navigable  extent  of  the  inlet ;  but  all 
his  inquiries  proved  unfuccefsful,  as  the  Ruffians 
either  could  not;,  or  would  not,  comprehend  any 
of  thoic  qucftions.     On  their  departure  they  very 
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obligingly  took  charge  of  a  Ic  cr  whit  Mr. 
Pugct  had  addrcffed  to  me,  comnaunicating  the 
inlbrmation  of  the  Chatham's  arrival,  anii  the 
plan  of  operations  he  intended  to  purfue. 

The  wind,  which  had  veered  in  the  night  to 
the  N.  E.,  fell  calm  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  and  was  attended  by  a  very  heavy  fall  of 
fnovv  ;  which  continued,  notwithftanding  a  fine 
breeze  fprang   up  about  noon  from  the  N.  W. 
with  which  their  courfe  was  (till  direded  towards 
the  weflcrn  fliorc,  in  the  hope,  that  fome  interval 
of  clear  weather  would  enable  them  to  find  Ihelter 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  their  furvey 
was  intended  to  commence.     But  as  a  ftrong 
ebb  tide  fat  out  from  that  lliore,  and  as  the  wind 
had  fliiftcd   more  to  the  weftward,  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  very  unfcttlcd  weather,  Mr.  Puget 
was  induced  to  Hand  over  towards  cape  Eliza- 
beth ;  as  the  Ihores  there  were  known  to  afford 
both   flicker   and  anchorage,   to    which  it  was 
highly  important  to  refort,  until  the  feafonfhould 
be  more  propitious  to  the  ardous  tafk  of  difco- 
very.  ■■;.-:.  ,    '   ■ 

The  obfcurlty  produced  by  the  falling  fnow, 
rendered  their  fituation  very  irkfome  and  un- 
pleafant  as  they  approached  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  inlet,  tfpccially  as  at  this  time  they  were 
threatened  with  a  ftorm.  At  length  they  dif- 
covcrcd  tliat  they  had  entered  a  bay  to  the  north 
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of  cape  Elizabeth,  with  the  appearance  of  a 
harbour  to  the  eaft,  and  a  cove  before  them  on 
the  northern  fide,  that  promifed  to  afford  fccure 
anchorage.  For  this  they  immediately  fteered, 
and  pafTed  fome  funken  rocks  that  lie  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fliore.  Here  they  felt 
the  influence  of  a  very  ftrong  flood  tide  from  the 
caflward,  through  the  channel  formed  by  the 
iflands  lying  off  that  fliorc,  which,  having  met 
with  fome  oppofmg  current,  appeared  like  break- 
ers, extending  nearly  half  way  acrofs  the  en- 
trance into  the  cove ;  and  although  the  depth 
was  not  Icfs  than  ]  4  fathoms,  yet  fo  violent  was 
the  aeritation,  that  the  cabin  windows  were 
obliged  to  be  fecured  by  the  dead  lights.  The 
cove  having  the  appearance  of  being  an  eligible 
refting  place  until  the  weather  fliould  permit 
them  to  become  better  Acquainted  with  the  ad- 
jacent fliores,  they  w^orked  in,  and  anchored  in 
five  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom.  The  fouth- 
wxft  point  of  the  cove,  in  a  line  with  cape  Eliza- 
beth, bore  by  compafs  S.  5  W.;  a  narrow  chan- 
nel leading  to  fca  between  the  iflands  and  the 
main  land,  S.  48  E. ;  the  bottom  of  the  cove,  N. 
O7  W.;  and  the  nearcft  fliorc  S.  5;  W.  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  difl:ant. 

The  very  menacing  appearance  of  the  weather 
in  the  afternoon,  dircdcd  thcni  to  lofe  no  time  in 
fcarching  for  a  place  of  greater  fafcty  ;  and  about 
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four  o'clock  a  boat,  that  had  been  fent  on  this 
fervice  to  the  north -callward,  returned  with  the 
very  plealant  in(:cl!iirenccj  that  at  not  more  than 
half  a  league  from  the  cove  there  was  a  harbour, 
afford  ill  I',  every  iheltcrand  protecftion  that  could 
be  required.  During  the  abfence  ofthe  boat  the 
gale,  as  well  as  the  fall  of  fnow,  had  greatly  in- 
creafcd,  and  both  were  Hill  incrcafing;  the  wind 
however  vsas  favorable  to  their  proceeding  to 
this  retreat,  at  which  they  foon  arrived.  It  proved 
to  be  a  pcrfec^l  balbn,  and  they  anchored  in  it  at 
a  convenient  diflancc  from  the  fouthern  iliore. 
To  having  thus  providentially  gained  this  pro- 
tcftcd  fituation,  they  prob.ably  owed  their  prc- 
fervation  ;  for  during  the  night  they  had  a  very 
lieavy  fall  of  fnow,  attended  by  a  moft  violent 
Itorm  from  the  fouthvvard,  and  an  intenfe  froft, 
the  thermometer  being  at  20.  To  the  fury  of 
this  llorm  they  would  have  been  very  danger- 
oully  cxpofed  at  their  former  anchorage,  for  not- 
withlhmding  that  the  very  fnug  ftation  they  had 
now  taken  was  not  more  than  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  weather  Ihore ;  yet  fo  violent  was 
the  gale,  that  they  were  obliged  to  let  go  a  fecond 
anchor  to  prevent  the  vefl'el  from  driving. 

The  wind  in  the  mornlnti;  had  much  abated  of 
its  fury,  but  the  fall  of  fnow  and  the  feverity  of 
the   frofl  ftill  continued.     This  inclemency  of 
the  weather  did  not  prevent  th«  vilits  of  the  na- 
tives. 
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tives.  About  twenty- fix  of  thefc  good  people, 
in  fmall  fkin  canoes,  approached  the  Chatham 
with  fome  little  caution.  All  the  party,  except- 
ing one  canoe,  flopped  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour  until  this  one  had  reconnoitred,  who 
meeting  with  an  agreeable  reception,  the  ap- 
pointed fignal  was  made,  and  the  others  without 
further  hefitation  inftantly  repaired  alongfide, 
and  were  admitted  on  board. 

Their  conduct  was  exadly  fimilar  to  that  of 
their  more  northern  neighbours  who  had  vifited 
the  Difcovery,  all  their  aiflions  were  dire<fled  by 
the  ftridcft  honefty ;  the  moft  implicit  confi- 
dence wasrepofcd  in  all  their  dealings,  and  in  no 
one  inftance  did  they  abufe  the  indulgences  that 
were  fhewn  to  them.  They  were  very  eager, 
expert,  and  clever  in  all  their  commercial  deal- 
ings. They  bartered  away  their  garments,  wea- 
pons, fiihing-tackle,  and  ornaments  in  great  va- 
riety, but  neither  offered,  nor  appeared  to  have 
any  furs  for  fale.  Their  various  articles  of  drcfs, 
&c.  were  exchanged  principally  for  fpoons  and 
beads,  as  thefe  people  placed  but  little  value  on 
iron  or  copper.  Many  of  them  fpoke  the  Ruf- 
fian language,  and  from  what  could  be  inferred 
from  their  converfation  and  figns,  it  (hould  ap- 
pear that  they  are  much  attached  to  the  people 
of  that  nation.  .. 

The  wind  at^s'.  \V.  bringing  more  favorable 
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weather  in  the  evening,  the  Chatham  proceeded 
about  half  a  league  along  the  fouthern  Ihore,  in 
order  to  take  a  ftation  near  an  excellent  run  o£ 
water,  and  which  in  other  refpeds  was  more 
commodious  for  tranfading  their  bufmefs  with 
the  fliore.  When  moored  the  watering  place 
bore  by  compafs  S.  17  E.,  at  the  diftancc  of  a 
cable  and  a  half;  the  points  of  entrance  into  the 
harbour,  S.  81  W.,  and  N.  70  W.;  fome  detach- 
ed rocks  above  water,  from  N.  60  E.  to  N.  77 
E.;  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  harbour  being  about 
a  mile  diftant. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther, their  operations  of  refitting  were  greatly 
retarded  ;  ftorms  fuccecded  llorms,  blowing  from 
all  quarters  with  great  violence,  and  attended 
with  very  heavy  falls  of  fnow.  In  one  of  tlicfc, 
on  the  19th,  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer 
fell  to  15,  which  was  the  grcatcft  degree  of  cold 
they  experienced. 

The  wind  between  caft  and  S.  E.  blew  on  tlu: 
2 2d  with  more  than  its  former  fury,  and  during 
the  night  obliged  them  to  ride  with  two  anchors 
a-head  until  the  next  morning ;  when,  after 
fome  very  hca\y  rain,  the  wind  moderated,  the 
clouds  difpcrretl,  and  by  noon  the  weather  had 
become  fercnc  and  pleafant,  the  mercury  having 
rifcn  to  42.  Tliis  favorable  change  enabled  them 
to  accomplilh  uU   their  necetiiiry  bufmefs  with 
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the  fhore,  and  on  the  following  mornnig  they 
failed  out  of  the  harbour,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
ceeding towards  cape  Douglas ;  but  calm  weather 
about  noon  obliged  them  to  anchor  in  the  cove 
before  mentioned,  immediately  on  the  outfide  of 
the  harbour,  where  a  fmgle  Ruffian  took  up  his 
refidcnce  amongft  a  Imall  party  of  the  natives. 
This  man,  with  another  of  the  name  of  Malla- 
cha,  who  faid  he  commanded  a  fioop  mounting 
eight  guns,  had,  during  the  boifterous  weather, 
vifited  the  Chatham.  On  much  anxiety  being 
at  that  time  exprcflcd  to  procure  fome  tidings  of 
the  Difcovcry,  and  as  fome  intelligence  feemed 
likely  to  be  gained  by  fending  over  to  cape  Doug- 
las, Mallacha  took  charge  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Puget,  which  he  promifed  fliould  be  fafcly  de- 
livered, and  an  anfwer  returned  in  cafe  the  Dif- 
covery  had  arrived  in  the  inlet.  Mr.  Puget  pre- 
fentcd  him  with  an  affortment  of  ufeful  commo- 
dities, and  added  to  thefc  fome  provifions  and 
mm.  This  tranfiidion  took  place  on  the  23d, 
and  he  promifed  to  be  back,  or  to  meet  the  Chat- 
ham on  her  way  towards  cape  Douglas,  in  the 
courfc  of  a  few  days ;  but  on  their  arrival  in  this 
cove'  they  were  greatly  furprized  by  receiving  a 
vifit  from  the  refidcnt  lluflian  in  a  ftate  of  intoxi- 
cation, who  delivered  a  requcft  from  Mallacha 
for  an  additional  fupply  of  rum,  and  who,  from 
this  man's  account,  appeared  to  have  been  in  this 
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cove  evci  fince  he  had  quitted  the  Chatham,  and 
in  a  conftant  ftate  of  inebriety.  Mr.  Puget,  juftly 
incenfed  at  Mallacha's  unpardonable  condu<ft,  re- 
fufcd  his  requeft ;  and  confidered  the  following 
information  given  by  the  other  as  defcrving  of 
little  credit.  He  dated,  that  about  12  or  14  days 
before  fome  Indians  had  feen  a  three  mailed  vcf- 
fcl  pafs  to  the  north  of  the  barren  iflands  on  her 
way  up  the  inlet,  and  that  an  Englifli  velTel  had 
anchored  off  the  Kodiak  for  about  four  hours, 
and  then  was  driven  to  fea  by  a  fouth-eafl  gale, 
and  had  been  no  more  fecn. 

On  this  occafion  1  cannot  help  obfervina;,  that 
the  dilcrediting  of  thcfc  reports  was  probably 
more  owing  to  incorred:  interpreters  than  anv  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  Ruffians  to  deceive, 
and  it  fhews  the  great  uncertainty  of  any  infor- 
mation obtained,  when  a  competent  kno\^  ledge 
of  the  language  made  ufe  of  is  not  mutually  pof- 
fclTcd  by  the  parties  converfmg.  This  caiinot 
probably  be  more  fully  exemplified  than  in  the 
prcfcnt  inftancc,  in  which  it  is  fair  to  prcfumc, 
that  the  intelligence  conveyed  was  founded  on 
fads  ;  for  the  Dlfcovery  had  unqucftionably  paf- 
fcd  to  the  north  of  the  barren  illands,  and  had 
dircdcd  her  courfc  up  the  inlet  about  the  time 
alluded  to :  we  had  likewifc  been  bccalm.ed  on 
the  evcuing  of  the  rth  of  April,  with  moll  of 
/)i,ir  fails  clewed  up,  within  Ibiir  or  five  miles  ol" 
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the  eaftern  coaft  of  Kodiak,  where  wc  remained 
ftationary  in  good  foundings  nearly  four  hours, 
and  might  eafily  have  been  confidered  at  anchor  ; 
from  whence,  with  the  wind  in  the  eallern  quar- 
ter, we  were  driven  to  fea,  and  contended  with 
much  boiftcrous  weather.  The  Indians  alfo,  who 
vifited  the  Dlfcovery  whilft  becalmed,  clearly 
underftood  fhe  was  an  Englifli  veffel ;  thus  the 
reports  made  to  Mr.  Puget  feem  to  have  corref- 
ponded  with  our  motions,  aild  admit  aprefump- 
tion,  that  a  judgment  rather  too  hafty  was  formed 
of  the  veracity  of  thefe  Ruffians. 

But  to  refume  Mr.  Puget's  narrative,  it  ap- 
peared that  on  Ihore,  in  the  cove  near  the  Indian 
village,  a  crofs  was  erected,  on  which  were  fe- 
veral  infcriptions  m  the  Ruffian  character. 

A  flrong  gale  from  the  S.  E.,  attended  with 
very  thick  mifty  weather,  continued,  and  de- 
tained the  Chatham  until  the  evening  of  the  28th, 
when  the  wind  becoming  lefs  violent,  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  failing  the  next  morning. 
About  midnight,  a  party,  in  a  dozen  canoes,  ar- 
rived, conduced  by  Portoff  the  Ruffian,  who  had 
vifited  them  when  off  point  Banks,  and  prefentcd 
them  with  a  fupply  of  cod  and  halibut,  being  the 
firfl:  they  had  caught  this  fcafon.  Portoff  was 
qucftioncd  concerning  the  letter  intruded  to  his 
care  off  point  Banks,  by  Mr.  Puget ;  in  reply  to 
which  he  ftatcd,  that  it  had  been  fcnt  to  a  Ihip 
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they  had  received  intelligence  of  being  in  the,  in- 
let, but  the  Indians  who  had  been  difpatched  af- 
ter her  had  returned  unfuccefsful,  without  ob- 
taining any  certain  information  where  the  vcflcl 
was  to  be  found.  )  /  .  ; 

In  the  low  grounds,  at  the  head  of  the  cove, 
the  officers  of  the  Chatham  had  been  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  kill  fome  wild  geefe  and  ducks.     The 
weather  on  the  29th  being  fair,  with  a  pleafant 
breeze  from  the  northward,  they  finally  quitted 
this  place,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Port 
Chatham  ;  it  is  fituated  behind  the  ifland  which 
forms  cape  Elizabeth,  and  from  that  promontory 
extends  to  a  point  in  a  direction  N.  45  E.  five 
miles  and  a  half,  and  from  thence  it  terminates 
in  an  excellent  harbour,    about  two  miles  long 
from  weft  to  eaft,  and  one  mile  broad  from  north 
to  fouth,  affording  fccure  and  convenient  anchor- 
age.    The  paflage  into  it  paffing  to  the  north- 
weft  of  cape   Elizabeth,  is  free  from  all  obftruc- 
tions,  but  fuch  as  are  fufficiently  confpicuous,  or 
eafily  avoided;  thefe  confift  principally  of  fhoals, 
that  extend  a  little  diftance  from  each  point  of 
the  cove,  and  an  iflet,  about  which  are  fome 
rocks  that  lie  to  the  fouth- weft  of  the  fouth- eaft 
point  of  entrance  into  the  harbour.     A  narrow 
channel  cxifts  between  the  rocks  and  the  main 
land,  from  feven  to  1 2  fathoms  deep.  The  found- 
ings in  general  in  port  Chatham  are  tolerably  re- 
,     VoL.V.  Q  gular 


•  'i 


'i 


\  i 


jfHi'i'iw- 


^•^r 


'*> 


ll 


'I 


>' 


J, 

I 


i.  ■ 


22(5  A   VOYAGi:  OF   DISCOVERY  [[mAY, 

gular  from  five  to  tvv^cnty-fivc  fathoms,  the  bot- 
tom a  HifF  clay,  the  lliorcs  in  mofl  places  are  a 
low  border,  very  well  wooded   with  pine   trees 
and  l(:)mc  fhrubs.    This  border  occupies  a  fmall 
fpacc  between  the  water- fide  and  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  that  compofe  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try, up  which,  to  a  certain   height,  trees  and 
other  vegetables  were  produced  ;  but  their  more 
ftlevated  parts  appeared  to  be  barrel),  and  their 
fammits  were  covered  with  fnow,  in  all  proba- 
bility perpetual.     The  Chatham's  anchorage,  o^^ 
the  run  of  water,  was  found  to  be  in  latitude  59 
14%    longitude   209"  4',    variation    24"  eaflerly. 
The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide,  near  the  change  of 
the  moon,  was  14,  but  during  the  neap  tides  not 
more  than  10  or  11  feet.     Hich  water  about  an 
hour  after  the   moon  had  paffed  the  meridian  ; 
but  this  and  other  circumftances  relative  to  the 
tides  were  found  to  be  greatly  influenced  by  the 
force  and  direction  of  the  winds.     The  fituation 
of  the  harbour,  in  rcfpe<ft  of  its  vicinity  to  the 
ocean,  its  free  accefs,  egrefs,   and   very  conve- 
nient communication  with  the  fhore,  arc  confi- 
dcrcd  by  Mr.  Puget  to  be  at  leaft  equal,  if  not 
iiiperior,  to  the  generality  of  the  ports  that  we 
had  vifited  in  thefe  regions.      ^        :    ^ 

After  quitting  port  Chatham,  owing  to  faint 
variable  winds  it  was  near  noon  on  the  30th  be- 
fore they  had  reached  within  a  few  miles  of  cape 
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Doua;las,  where  the  coaft  is  compofed  of  a  low 
tratfl  of  country,  ftretching  into  the  fea  from  the 
bafe  of  very  lofty  mountains  wrapped  in  fnow, 
which  alfo  covered  the  furface  of  the  land  quite 
down  to  the  water's  edge.  This  was  likewife 
the  cafe  with  that  which  appeared  to  be  the  ex* 
tremity  of  the  cape,  fituated  in  latitude  58°  52^, 
longitude  207"  2l';  off  which,  a  few  miles  to 
the  northward,  lies  a  very  low  flat  iiland  ;  and 
to  the  northward  of  the  mountains  that  form  the 
promontory  of  cape  Douglas  is  a  lofty  rugged 
ridge,  that  at  a  diftance  fcemed  to  be  detached, 
and  to  give  an  appearance  of  many  openings  in 
the  coaft  ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach  it  was  found 
to  be  tirmly  connected  by  land  lefs  elevated,  and 
forming  a  deep  hay  between  the  cape  and  the 
lower  borders  of  mount  St.  Auguftin.  This  be- 
came the  firll  objedl  oi  their  examination. 

Light  baffling  winds  rendering  the  progrefs  of 
the  vciful  extremely  flow,  a  boat  was  difpatched 
to  facilitate  the  operations  of  their  furvey.  By 
noon  the  weather  had  materially  changed ;  a 
fwell  rolled  in  from  the  caftvvard,  and  as  this  was 
attended  by  other  indications  of  a  return  of  the 
fouth-caft  and  eafl:erly  ftorms,  the  boat  was  re- 
called, and  the  Chatham  flood  to  the  northward, 
in  the  hope  of  finding  fomc  place  of  flielter  ;  ut 
the  wind  being*  unflcady,  and  the  tide  fetting  'aft 
towards  th<j  low  fliorcs  of  cape  Douglas,  they  an- 
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chorea  In  2 1  fathoms  water,  ibft  bottom.  Mount 
St.  Auguftln  bore  by  compafs  N.  24  W.  ;  an  ap- 
pearance like  a  harbour,  S.  83  W. ;  the  above 
low  flat  ifland  from  S.  Sg  E.  to  S.  ;;  E.,  diflant 
about  a  mile ;  and  a  ledge  of  rocks  ftretching 
from  its  north-eail  point,  N.  82  E.  At  low  w  a- 
ter  the  extent  of  this  reef  was  very  materially  in- 
creafed.  A  very  uncomfortable  night  was  paf- 
fed  in  this  expofed  fituation,  which  however  they 
had  no  means  of  quitting,  bccaufe  it  fell  calm, 
and  continued  fo  mofl:  part  of  the  night ;  yet  the 
atmofphere  bore  a  very  tcmpefluous  appearance, 
and  they  had  a  very  heavy  and  irregular  fvvcH 
from  the  eaftward,  which  with  the  ebb  tide  de- 
tained them  at  anchor  until  ten  in  the  forenoon 
of  the  ift  of  May.  In  the  a6t  of  weiehintr  the 
cable  parted,  by  which  unfortunate  accident  the 
anchor  was  irrecoverably  loih 

With  a  rrcntle  breeze  from  the  N.  E.  they  ftood 
to  the  weftward  in  order  to  examine  the  bay,  and 
Found  the  depth  of  water  to  decreafe  from  feven- 
tecn  to  nine  fathoms.  At  this  time  a  long  reef 
was  difcovered,  on  which  the  fea  broke  with 
great  violence,  extending  from  a  low  rocky  illct 
lying  before  the  apparent  harbour  above-men- 
tioned. The  fliores  of  the  bay  in  moil:  directions 
fecmed  to  be  com  pad:,  but  encumbered  with 
large  rocks  and  ftones  ;  this  appearance  induced 
Mr.  Pugct  to  retire  from  fuch  dangers,  and  to 
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(lire6l  his  courfe  to  the  northward  for  mount  St. 
Augufthi.  The  depth  of  water  was  lo,  1 1,  and 
]2  fathoms,  on  paffing  at  the  diftancc  of  about 
four  leagues  from  tlie  bottom  of  the  bay,  which 
is  formed  by  an  cxtenfive  low  country,  lying  be- 
tween the  bafe  of  the  rugged  range  of  moun- 
tains before  mentioned,  and  the  water  fide.  The 
termination  of  this  bay  not  appearing  to  have  the 
leall  navigable  opening  in  it,  a  more  minute  ex- 
amination was  deemed  unnecefTary. 

As  they  approached  mount  St.  Auguftin  it  was 
found  to  conicitute  a  very  remarkable  ifland,  rif- 
ing  with  an  uniform  afcent  from  the  Ihores  to 
its  lotty  fummit,  which  is  nearly  perpendicular 
to  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  inclining  fomewhat 
to  its  callern  fide.  The  width  of  the  paifage  be- 
tween it  and  the  main  land  is  about  fix  miles, 
through  which  they  failed  within  about  half  a 
league  of  the  wellern  fliore  of  the  ifland  in  feven, 
five,  and  nine  fathoms  water,  and  after  paifing 
its  weftcrn  extremity,  anchored  on  the  north  fide 
in  twelve  fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom ;  the 
lliorcs  of  the  ifland  bearing  by  compafs  from  N. 
65  E.  to  S.  4  W.,  the  nearefl  Ihore  S.  lo  E., 
about  two  miles  diflant,  and  its  molt  elevated 
part  fituated  S.  73  E.  in  latitude  5g"  22^  longi- 
tude 207^^  10^  This  ifland  is  ilated  by  Mr.  Puget 
to  be  about  nine  leagues  in  circuit ;  towards  the 
fea-fjdc  it   is  very   low,  from   whence  it  rifes, 
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though  regular,  with  rather  a  flieep  afcent,  and 
forms  a  lofty,  uniform,  conical  mountain,  pre- 
fenting  nearly  the  fame  appearance  from  every 
point  of  view,  and  clothed  down  to  the  water's 
edge  with  fnow  and  ice,  through  which  neither 
tree  nor  fhrub  were  fee.n  to  protrude  ;  fo  that  if 
it  did  produce  any,  they  muft  either  have  been 
very  fmall,  or  the  fnow  muft  have  been  fuffici- 
ently  deep  to  have  concealed  them.  The  land- 
ing upon  this  ifland  was  efreded  with  fome  dif' 
ficulty  on  the  ebbing  tide,  in  confcqucnce  of  the 
fliore  being  bounded  at  the  diflance  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  by  innumerable  large  detached  rocks, 
through  which  a  paffage  was  found  with  much 
labour  for  the  boat.  Fragments  of  rock  fimilar 
to  thofe  which  have  been  already  dcfcribed,  ap- 
peared to  lie  off  mod  parts  of  the  illand,  but  no 
where  at  fo  great  a  dillance  as  from  its  northern 
fliore. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Puget  dates  that  they  were 
vifited  by  two  Ruffians,  accompanied  by  a  fmall 
party  of  the  natives,  v^hofe  refidcnce  was  toward 
the  north -eaft  point  of  the  ifland  ;  their  vifit  was 
not  of  a  very  intcrcfi:ing  nature,  as  they  brought 
with  them  nothing  to  difpofc  of,  nor  could  they 
give  any  account  whether  any  vefTel  had  pafled 
up  the  inlet  in  the  courfe  of  the  feafon.  On  this 
fubjed:  the  gentlemen  in  the  Chatham  began  to 
be  very  anxious,  but  as  they  entertained  not  the 
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Icaft  doubt  that  they  had  preceded  the  Dlfcovcr)' 
in  their  furvey,  a  letter  communicating  fuch  In- 
telHgence  was  cntiufted  to  their  Kuflian  villtors. 

Early  In  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May  they 
proceeded  to  the  northward  with  a  hght  air  from 
the  S.  S.  W.,  attended  with  fair  and  pleafant  wea- 
ther ;  and  as  they  advanced  along  the  wellern 
fhore  of  the  inlet,  it  was  obferved  to  be  indented 
and  broken  into  coves  and  fmall  bays,  that  ap- 
peared likely  to  afford  convenient  anchorage. 
The  points  of  thefe  bays  were  in  general  itecp 
and  rocky,  behind  which  rofe  a  compadl  moun- 
tainous country  to  a  confiderable  height,  being  a 
continuation  of  the  range  extending  from  cape 
Douglas,  clad  in  perpetual  fnow  ;  and  feemingly 
deftitute  of  any  vegetable  produdions  except  on 
a  narrow  flat  margin  commencing  at  the  foot  of 
thoie  mountains,  and  forming  the  fea  (liorc, 
which  was  tolerably  well  wooded.  At  noon  their 
obferved  latitude  was  5^^  3  1';  the  northcrnmoft 
land  then  iii  Hght,  a  low  point  covered  with  trees, 
bore  by  compafs  N.  25  E.;  cape  Elizabeth,  N. 
81  E. ;  the  ifland  of  St.  Augullin,  from  S.  40  E. 
to  fouth,  diftant  three  leagues  ;  the  ncared  fliore 
dillant  three  miles;  and  to  the  north- u eft  there 
were  three  iflets,  behind  which  w;;s  the  appear- 
ance of  anchorage  and  flielter.  The  foutherly 
breeze  increafmg  in  the  afternoon  enabled  them 
to  make  great  progrels,  obferving  as  they  paflcd 
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a  few  fmall  bays  or  coves  on  the  compad;  weftern 
Ihore.  In  the  evening  they  were  met  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  fkin  canoes,  which  were  efti- 
mated  to  contain  about  three  hundred  of  the  na- 
tives ;  fome  carried  three  perfc  ns,  others  two, 
and  a  few  only  one  perfon.  They  fpoke  the  Ruf- 
fian language,  pulled  off  their  hats  or  caps,  and 
bowed  as  they  paffed  ;  feveral  attempted  to  reach 
the  vefTel,  but  were  prevented  by  the  favorable 
breeze  which  was  too  valuable  at  this  time  to  be 
facrificed  to  the  curiofity  of  the  Indians.  The 
Chatham  continued  her  route  along  the  fhores, 
fimilar  to  thofe  already  defcribed,  until  ten 
o'clock,  when  fhe  hauled  her  wind,  and  plied 
under  an  eafy  fail  during  the  night. 

At  thi's  time  they  had  reached  that  part  of  the 
weftern  fhore  which  had  undergone  our  previous 
examination.  By  Mr.  Puget's  journal  it  appears, 
that  a  compact,  conneded  body  of  very  high 
mountainous  land  binds  the  wellern  Ibor  j  of  this 
inlet,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  water  fide,  all 
the  way  from  cape  Douglas  to  the  volcano  ;  from 
whence  the  fame  lofty  range  continues  until  it 
branches  ofF  to  the  north -weft,  towards  thofe 
mountains  that,  from  the  upper  part  of  the  inlet 
bore  the  appearance  of  being  detached.  The 
found,  whofe  waters  appeared  to  us  on  the  15th 
of  April  to  wafh  the  bafe  of  the  volcano  moun- 
tain, was  approached  by  them,  much  nearer  than 

by 
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bv  US,  and  is  dcfcribed  by  Mr.  PuG;ct  as   huviirj^ 
been  rccn  quite  round  ;   in  its  fouth-weil  part  is 
a  fmall  opening  formed  by  two  low  points  co- 
vered with  wood;  the  entrance  is  very  narrow, 
and  at  low  water  a  flat,  interfperfcd  ^vith  large 
detached  ftones,  appeared   to  extend  i'rom    the 
commencement  of  that  low  land  to  its  termina- 
tion, including  the  paiTage  into  the  opening  or 
rivulet.     Under  thefe  circumflanccs  it  was  con- 
fidered  as  unworthy  of  any  further  examination, 
and  with  the  afliftance  of  the  flood  tide   their 
route  was  purfued  to  the  northward,  between  the 
low  ifland  and  the  main  land,  in  foundings  from 
30  to  13  fathoms;  keeping  near  the  former,   in 
the  expectation  of  feeing  fome  of  the  Ruflians 
from  the  eftablifliment  tliat  Malacha  had  fl:ated 
to  be  on  the  ifland.  This  was  palled  v>  ithin  about 
half  a  league  of  its  wefl:ern  fide,  and  a  fignal  gun 
■was  fired,  but  to  no  eflx;<5l.    About  eight  o'clock 
they  anchored  for  the  night  in  12  fathoms  water, 
coarfe  gravelly  bottom.    The  north-wefl:  point  of 
the  ifland  bore  by  compafs  N.  33  E.,  difl;ant  four 
miles,  and  the  fouth  point  S.  30  W.,  difl:ant  three 
leagues.    Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  May 
they  proceeded  towards  the  wefl:  Foreland,  with 
foundings  from   13  to  25  fathoms,  until   within 
about  four  miles  and  a  half  of  the  fliores  of  the 
main  land,  north  of  the  ifland,  when  the  depth 
jdecreafed,  and  as  the  flood  tide  was  then  over, 
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they  anchored  in  ten  fathoms  water,  rocky  bot- 
tom. The  well  Foreland  bore  by  compafs  N. 
42  E.,  four  or  five  miles  diftant ;  the  north-weft 
point  of  the  ifland,  S.  34  E.;  the  bottom  of  a 
very  open  bay,  formed  by  the  land  retiring  a 
little  to  the  weftward  of  the  weft  Foreland,  N. 
1  7  W.;  at  low  water  the  flioal  noticed  by  Melfrs. 
Portlock  a6d  Dixon  was  diftindly  feen  from  the 
maft-head,  from  S.  80  E.  to  S.  74  E.;  and  a  de- 
tached rock  lying  off  the  north-eaft  point  of  the 
ifland,  S.  45  E. 

Mr.  Puget  reprefents  the  country  from  the 
above  fuppofed  found  as  dcfcending  from  the 
bafe  of  the  mountains,  and  gradually  forming  an 
inclined  plane,  terminating  at  the  water  fide  in 
a  compact  beach,  or  low  cliffs  well  wooded ;  the 
mountains  rife  very  perpendicularly,  and,  like 
the  others  that  incompafs  this  region,  are  lofty, 
apparently  barren,  and  always  covered  with  fnovv ; 
from  the  fliores  of  this  open  bay  a  flioal  extends 
fome  diftance  into  the  inlet.  Whilft  they  were 
waiting  for  the  return  of  flood,  fome  of  the  na- 
tives gave  them  to  underftand,  that  a  threc- 
maftcd  veifel  had  paffed  up  the  inlet  not  many 
days  before,  and  to  confirm  the  truth  of  their 
report,  produced  the  beads  and  other  articles  they 
had  procured  from  the  fliip,  which  they  dcfcribcd 
to  be  at  anchor  at  no  great  diftance. 

Notwithftanding  the  behaviour  of  thcfe  people 
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was  as  orderly  and  civil  as  can  poflibly  be  Ima- 
gined, nothing  could  prevail  with  them  to  carry 
a  letter  to  the  veflel  they  fpoke  of;  not  from  the 
labour  or  danger  that  might  attend  their  expedi- 
tion, but  from  an  objedion  that  they  had  to  the 
letter  itfelf ;  which  thpy  could  not  be  induced 
even  to  touch.  A  fimilar  inftancc  of  tliis  nature 
occurred  to  Mr.  Whidbey,  who  willicd  to  intrufl 
to  the  care  of  our  Indian  pailengers  a  letter  to 
be.  delivered  to  the  Chatham  on  her  arrival  in 
their  neighbourhood,  but  they  alfo  declined  hav- 
ing any  thing  to  do  with  it.  This  cautious  con- 
duct proceeds  in  all  probability,  from  their  being 
inftruded  to  behave  in  this  manner  towards 
ftrangers  by  their  Ruffian  mafters,  who  feemed 
on  ail  occafions  to  pofTcls  great  influence  and  au- 
thority over  them. 

On  the  firft  of  the  flood  tide  the  Chatham 
failed  round  the  wefl:  Foreland,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  a  mile  from  the  fliorc,  with  foundings  from 
7  to  J  2  fathoms.  A  rock  was  obferved  that  is 
vifible  only  at  half  tide,  about  the  fourth  of  a 
mile  from  the  extremity  of  the  point,  from 
whence  they  were  vifited  by  two  Indians,  who 
confirmed  the  intelligence  rcfpeding  the  Difco- 
very,  and  put  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  by 
diftin<^ly  pronouncing  my  name,  and  pointing 
out  the  diredion  where  the  veflel  would  be  found. 
Mr.  Puget  immediately  fo  dirc(!:U'd  his  courfc, 
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and  we  had  the  pleafure  of  meetnig  as  already  re- 
lated. 

Every  thing  being  in  readinefs  to  depart  from 
a  fituation  that  had  produced  us  fuch  a  continual 
anxiety,  and  had  in  other  refpcds  been  extremely 
uncomfortable,  we  weighed  with  the  firft  of  the 
ebb  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Wed- 
nculay  the  7th,  and  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
fouthward  turned  down  the  channel  to  the  Cha- 
tham, and  anchored  for  the  nlscht  off  the  north- 
weft  point  of  Turnagain  ifland  in   15  fathoms 
water,  having   found  the  foundings,  as  on  our 
palTage  up  the  inlet,   very  irregular.     Here  wc 
were   vifited  by   two  Ruffians,   who  came  in  a 
large  canoe  or  boat  paddled  by  ten  Indians  ;  one 
of  the  Ruffians  Vk^as  the  principal  pcr(bn  of  the 
party  with  whom  Mr.  Whidbey  had  met  near 
the  north  Foreland,  the  other  a  clerk,  or  pcr(on 
of  fome  fuch  defcription  belonging  to  the  eftab- 
liffiment  on  the  eaftern  Ihorc  to  the   fouthward 
of  the  eaft  Foreland;  their  errand  was  intended 
as  a  \  ifit  to  us,  and  as  wc  were  bound  towards 
their  places  of  abode,  they  readily  accepted  an  in- 
vitation to  proceed  with  us,  inltead  of  returning 
in  their  open  boat.     On  the   making  ebb  tide, 
about  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday 
the  8th,  we  again  proceeded  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  northward.     Our  courfc  was  direAed 
a  little  nearer  to  the  ifland  than  before,  by  which 
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means  we  now  pafTed  over  in  3|  fathoms  water 
the  north  part  of  the  fhoal  that  extends  from  the 
weft  end  of  Turnagain  ifland.  In  confeque nee 
of  this  fpit,  and  the  flioals  from  the  northern 
ihore,  which  alfo  projedl  in  a  point  towards  the 
ifland,  the  navigable  channel  is  reduced  to  fcarcely 
a  mile  in  width  ;  the  deepeft  water,  which  does 
not  exceed  fix  and  feven  fathoms  at  half  tide,  is 
neareft  to  the  northern  fide.  From  this  ilioal 
as  we  fteered  to  the  fouth-wcft,  the  depth  of 
water  foon  incrcafed  to  1 2  fathoms.  Our  route  to 
the  weitward  was  now  directed  about  half  a  league 
or  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  our  former  track,  in 
which  we  confidcred  ourfclvcs  clear  of  llioals 
or  other  interruptions ;  but  we  had  not  proceeded 
more  than  fix  miles  in  a  weft  direcftion  from  the 
ifland,  when  the  depth  of  water  again  decrcafcd 
to  7,  5,  and  4  fathoms,  and  on  the  boat  that  was 
founding  a-hcad  coming  into  3^  fathoms,  vvc 
fleered  more  to  the  northward  ;  and  on  the  depth 
incrcafing  we  refumcd  our  weftcrly  courfe,  with 
regular  foundings  from  7  to  iG  fathoms,  in  which 
latter  depth  the  flood  tide  obliged  us  to  anchor, 
until  with  the  afliftancc  of  the  ebb  tide,  by  five 
in  the  afternoon  we  had  nearly  approached  the 
north  Foreland,  when  the  PvufTian  commandant 
took  his  leave,  with  a  promife  of  returning  in  the 
evening.  We  anchored  again  on  the  return  of 
the  flood,  about  a  league  to  the  fouthward  of  his 
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rcfidencc,  but  faw  nothing  of*  him ;  the  other 
Ruffian  however  remained  on  board,  in  order  to 
condud  us  to  their  fettlement  on  the  eaftern 
fhore,  whither  we  did  not  arrive,  ovving  to  faint 
variable  winds,  until  Saturday  morning  the  lOth, 
when  we  anchored  before  a  fmall  creek  in  10 
fathoms  water,  iandv  bottom.  The  eaft  Foreland 
by  compafs  bore  N.  34  W.,  the  well  Foreland, 
N.  74  VV.;  the  volcano,  S.  30  W.;  the  fouthern- 
moft  part  of  the  eaftern  fhore  in  ilght,  S.  25  E.; 
and  the  creek,  N.  /O  E.,  about  a  league  diftant. 
In  this  fituation  the  obferved  latitude  was  Oo^ 
35',  longitude  20g°  21'. 

Soon  after  we  had  anchored,  the  commanding 
officer  at  the  place  fcnt  a  very  civil  mefTage,  re- 
cjuefting  we  would  vifit  their  habitation,  with 
which  after  breakfaft,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Men- 
zies  and  our  Ruffian  paflcnger,  I  complied.  As 
we  drew  near  to  the  ffiore  the  depth  of  water 
gradually  dccrcafed,  until  in  the  entrance  of  the 
creek  we  found  but  one  fathom  from  fide  to  fide. 
On  our  arrival  here  we  were  fainted  by  two  guns 
from  a  kind  of  balcony,  above  which  the  Ruffian 
flag  was  dlfplayed  on  the  top  of  a  houfe  fituated 
on  the  clitFs,  which  in  moil  places  compofe  the 
ihores  of  the  upper  part  of  the  inlet,  rifing  per- 
pendicularly from  a  beach,  which  generally  com- 
mences at  high  water  mark.  The  compliment 
of  two  gun:;  was  repeated  on  our  landing,  where 
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wc  met  fomc  Ruffians,  who  came  to  w  elcomc 
and  condud  us  to  their  dwelling  by  a  very  indif- 
ferent path,  which  was  rendered  more  difagree- 
ablc  by  a  moft  intolerable  ftench,  the  worft,  ex- 
cepting that  of  the  fkunk,  I  had  ever  the  incon- 
venience of  experiencing ;  orcafioncd  I  believe 
by  a  depofit  made  during  the  winter  of  an  im- 
menfe  colleAion  of  all  kinds  of  filth,   ofFal,  &c. 
that  had  now  become  a  fluid  mafs  of  putrid 
matter,  juft  without   the  railing  that   inclqfed 
the  Ruffian  factory,  over  which  thcfe  noxious  ex- 
halations fpread,  and  feemed  to  become  a  greater 
nuifance  by  their  combination  with  the  effluvia 
arifmg  from  the  houfes.  We  were  however  con- 
ilrained  to  pafs  fome  time  in  this  eftablifhment, 
which  occupied  a  fpace  of  about  an  hundred  and 
twenty  yards  fquare,   fenced  in  by  a  very  ftout 
paling  of  fmall  fpars  of  pine  and  birch,  placed 
clofc  together  about  twelve  feet   high.     Thefe 
were  fixed  firm  in  the  ground,  yet  they  appeared 
to  be  a  very  defencelefs  barricade  ag'ainft  any  hof- 
tile  attempts,  even  of  the  Indians,  as  the  whole 
might  cafily  be  reduced  to  allies  by  fire  on  the 
outfidc,   as  could  alfo  their  houfes  within  the 
fence,  thofe  being  built  with  wood  and  covered 
in  with  thatch.    The  largcll  of  thefe,  refembling 
in  its  fliap:;  a  barn,  was  about  thirty-five  yards 
long,  abo\*t  as  many  feet  in  breadth,  and  about 
ten  or  twelve  feet  high ;  this  was  appropriated 
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to  the  refidencc  of  thirty-fix  Ruffians,  who,  with 
their  commander  Mr.  Stephen  ZikofF,  then  on 
an  cxcurfion  to  prince  William's  found,  compre- 
hended the  total  number  of  Ruffians  at  this  fta- 
tion ;  all  of  whom   excepting   the  commander 
refide  in  this  houfe,  which  principally  confifts  of 
one  common  room,  anfwering  all  the  purpofes  of 
flicker,  feeding,  and  fleeping  in.  For  their  better 
accommodation  when   at   reft,  two   platforms, 
each  about  eight  feet  wide,  were  raifed  about 
eight  or  nine  inches  from   the  ground  or  floor, 
and  extended  from  end  to  end  on  each  fide  of 
the  room  ;  thefe  were  divided  into  eighteen  open 
partitions  or  ftalls,  one  of  which  was  allotted  to 
each  perfbn,    as   his   particular   apartment,  the 
middle  of  the  room  being  common  to  them  all. 
The  ftalls  were  divided  like  thofe  in  the  ftables 
of  public   inns,  by  pofts  only,   on  which  hung 
their  fpare  apparel,  with  their  arms  and  accou- 
trements.    The  room  though  unglazed  was  to- 
lerably liffht,  as  in  the  windows  a  fubftitute  for 
glafs  was  made  ufe  of,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be 
a  thin   membrane  from  the    inteftines  of  the 
whale ;  this  admitted  a  fufficient   quantity  of 
light  for  all  their  purpofes,  and  excluded  the  wind 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather.     The  largeft  of 
thefe  windows  was  at  the  furtheft  or  upper  end, 
near  which  ftood  an  humble  wooden  table  very 
rudely  wrought,  and  furrounded  by  forms  of  the 
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fame  material.     To  the'.c  we  were  concluded  by 
two  of  the  party  who  fecmcd  to  have  fomc  fu- 
periority  over  the  reft,  one  of  whom  appeared  to 
be  the  principal  perfon  in  the  abfcnce  of  Mr. 
Zikoff^  the  other  a  kind  offteward  or  peribri 
charged  with  the   moveable  property  belonging 
to  the  fadory.     If  we  Underftood  them  right 
this  fettlemcnt  had  been  thus  cftablifhed  twelve 
■^61.       ftotWithftandin^  -"'hrch  we  did  not  per- 
ceive c.iat  any  attempt  uad  been  made  either  to 
cultivate  the  land,  or  to  fupply  thcmfelves  more 
comfortably  by  the  introduction  of  domcftic  ani- 
fnals.     The  only  refrefhrtient  they  had  to  offer, 
was  fbme  cold:  boiled  halibut,  and  raw  dried  fal- 
moh  irttended:  to  be  eaten  with  it  by  way  o^ 
bread.     This  very  homely  fare  produced  us  n» 
difappointmcnt ;  for  had  it  been  otherways,  and 
confifting  of  the  greateft  niceties,  we  fliould  not 
have  been  inclined  to  have  partaken  of  the  re- 
paft,  in  a  place,  where  the  atmofphere  we  in- 
haled was  fo  extremely  oftenfive,  that  every  fcn- 
jlition  that  is  unpleafant  was  excited,  excepting 
that  of  hunger.     This  occafioned  the  flidrtening 
of  our  vifit  as  much  as  common  civility  would 
allow,  and  as  we  prepared  to  feek  the  relief  of  a 
purer  air,  wc  were  attended  by  our  two  leaders 
in  taking  a  view  of  the  reft  of  the  fettlcment. 
We  found  it  to  confift  of  a  fmallcr  houfe  fituatcd 
,'it  the  weft  end  nf  the  lar'zc  one,   in  which  Mr. 
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ZikoiFthe  commander  rcfided,  and  two  or  three 
and  twenty  others  of  different  dimenfions  all 
huddled  together  without  any  kind  of  regularity, 
appropriated  to  the  depofiting  of  {lores,  and  to 
the  educating  of  Indian  children  in  the  Ruffian 
language  and  religious  perfuafion  ;  they  were  alfb 
the  refidence  of  fuch  of  the  natives  as  were  the 
companions,  or  the  immediate  attendants  on  the 
Ruffians  compofmg  the  eftablifliment.  Our  at- 
tention was  next  direded  to  the  veffel  we  had 
been  informed  belonged  to  this  place.  She  was 
found  hauled  up  jull  above  the  general  line  of 
high  water  mark,  clofe  under  the  cliffs  on  which 
their  houfes  were  ered;ed.  Her  burthen  I  efti- 
mated  at  about  fixty  or  feventy  tons ;  flie  was 
very  clumfily  rigged  with  two  mails,  and  her 
hull  had  the  oakum  dropping  out  of  the  fcams, 
and  was  in  other  refpeifts  much  out  of  repair.  In 
this  fituation  flic  had  been  for  two  years,  and 
was  ffill  to  remain  there  two  years  longer,  when 
this  party  would  be  relieved,  and  the  veffel  "- 
paired,  in  which  they  would  return  to  Kamc- 
Ibhatka. 

The  place  where  the  veffel  was  laid  up  was 
hardly  within  fight  of  their  habitation*  flic  could 
therefore  in  the  event  of  any  mifunderflanding 
with  the  natives  have  been  eafily  fet  on  fire,  or 
othcrwife  dcftroycd,  which  could  not  have  been 
fo  eafily  accompliflicd  :  .d  flie  remained  in  the 
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creek,  where  the  water  feemcd  to  be  of  fufficlcnt 
depth  to  keep  her  conftantly  afloat,  and  by  that 
means  to  afford  the  Ruffians  a  retreat  that  might 
prove  very  defirable  in  the  event  of  any  infarrec- 
tion.  Their  apprehenflons  however  on  this  fcorc 
did  not  feem  very  great,  for  they  were  very  ill 
provided  to  defend  themfelvesagainft  any  attack. 
The  whole  of  their  armoury,  confifted  of  two 
fmall  brafs  fwivel  guns,  each  carrying  about  a 
pound  (hot,  mounted  on  the  balcony  at  the  top 
of  the  large  houfe,  which  is  fufficiently  high  to 
overlook  all  the  inclofed  prcmifes ;  a  fimilar  piece 
of  ordnance  at  the  door  of  the  entrance,  about  a 
dozen  mulkets  hanging  apparently  in  conftant 
readinefs  near  the  upper  end  of  the  great  room, 
with  two  or  three  piftols,  and  a  few  Ihort  dag- 
gers. 

Our  curioilty  and  inquiries  thus  fatisficd,  I  in- 
vited thefc  two  gentlemen  to  accompany  us  on 
board,  with  which  .they  readily  complied.  They 
prcfcnted  me  with  a  few  fkins  of  the  land  ani- 
mals found  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  a  very  fine 
halibut,  which  was  highly  acceptable,  as  it  was 
the  firft  frefli  fifh  we  had  procured  this  feafon. 
A  brifk  northerly  breeze  prevailed  on  our  reach- 
ing the  fhip  ;  this  temptation  to  proceed -was  too 
great  to  allow  of  our  remaining  at  anchor,  though 
it  neceffarily  Ihortencd  the  (lay  of  our  vifitors. 
On  their  departure  I  gave  them  a  fmail  ailbrt- 
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inent  of  fucb  things  as  were  moft  likely  to  prove 
ferviccable  in  their  retirement,  which  they  very 
thankfully  accepted. 

We  now  diredled  our  courfe  along  the  eaftern 
iliore,  towards  the  entrance  of  the  inlet  j  but  the 
northerly  breeze  being  foon  fucceeded  by  light 
variable  airs,  our  progrcfs  became  fo  ilow,  that 
it  was  ten  at  night  on  Monday  the  12th  before 
we  had  arrived  within  about  eight  miles  of  point 
Bedc,  bearing  by  compafs  S.  44  E.  Here  we 
anchored  in  3u  fathoms  water,  and  were  vifitcd 
by  three  of  the  natives,  who  brought  the  letter 
Mr.  Puget  had  given  in  charge  to  fome  of  the 
Ruffians,  and  who  prefcnted  us  with  four  hali- 
buts, which  they  faid  were  fent  by  Mr.  BerrenofF; 
this  gentleman  they  faid  was  on  fhorc,  and  that 
he  had  diredled  them  to  fay,  that  if  we  Ihould 
remain  at  anchor  until  the  next  morning,  he 
would  pay  us  a  vifit. 

As  I  much  wiilied  for  the,  pleafure  of  feeing 
Mr.  Berrenoff,  who  we  had  been  given  to  un- 
dcrftand  was  the  commandant  of  all  the  Ruffian 
eftablilhments  on  the  Kodiak,  and  about  the  en- 
trance into  this  inlet,  I  did  not  depart  as  I  had 
purpofed  in  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  1 3th  ; 
but  hearing  nothing  further  of  him,  with  the  firft 
of  the  ebb  in  the  afternoon,  and  a  light  breeze 
from  the  N.  W.  we  proceeded  to  the  fouthward. 
In  the  morning  we  had  been  vifited  by  fevcral  of 
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the  natives,  all  of  whom  conduced  thcmfelvcs 
like  their  neighbours  with  the  utmoft  propriety. 
As  we  approached  point  Bcde,  PortofF,  to  whom 
Mr.  Puget  had  intrufted  a  letter  addrcfled  to  me 
off  cape  Douglas,  came  with  it  on  board,  accom- 
panied by  two  of  his  countrymen.     From  him 
we  vmdcrftood  that  BcrrenofF,  who  was  then  on 
his  way,  would  be  with  us  in  the  courfe  of  the 
afternoon  or  cyening ;  that  he  was  very  anxious 
for  an  interview  with  us,  and  that  he  requcfted 
we  would  not  proceed  to  fea.     On  their  depar- 
ture one  of  them  promiled  to  provide  us  with  a 
large  fupply  of  fifli  by  the  next  morning,  the  1 4th. 
About  day-light  he  met  the  fhip  off  the  Barren 
ifles,  and  punctually  performed  his  promife,  by 
affording  us  halibut  fufficicnt  to  fcrve  the  whole 
of  the  crew  two  or  three  days.     Hearing  no  tid- 
ings  of  the  commandant,   and   having  a  ffeady 
breeze  from  the  eaftward,  we  plied  tow-ards  the 
ocean  until  noon,  when  the  weather  alTuming  a 
very  unfavorable  appearance,    attended  with  a 
heavy  fvvcll  from   the  eallward,  we  anchored  off 
the   north  part   of  point   Bedc  in  31   fathoms 
water,  having  the  fouthcrnmoft  part  of  that  point 
and  cape  Elizabeth  in  a  line,  bearing  by  compais 
S.  54  E. ;  the  ncarcll  fliore,  being  a  detached 
rock  with  f^jmefmaller  ones  about  it,  N.  51  E. 
three  fourths  of  a  rnile  diftant ;  land  we  fuppofcd 
to  be  the  points  of  entrance  into  Graham's  har- 
,.    ,..*  I^  3  '       hour, 
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bour,  from  N.  35  E.  to  N.  12  E.  the  former  at 
the  diftance  of  two,  the  latter  at  about  three 
leagues ;  the  volcano,  N.  64  W.  and  the  Barren 
illes  from  S.  8  E.  to  S.  1 8  IL.  In  this  fituation 
our  obfervations  on  the  following  day,  Thurfday 
the  15th,  fliewed  the  latitude  to  be  59°  IQi^  lon- 
gitude 208°  41'';  and  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs  by  three  fets  of  azimuths,  differing  from 
20°  lO'  to  2  7°  35',  gave  the  mean  refult  26°  53^ 
eaflwardly. 

The  friendly  Ruffian,  who  had  fo  amply  fup- 
plied  us  with  halibut,  again  appeared,  and  ftated, 
that  Mr.  Berrenoff  would  on  a  certainty  be  with 
us  in  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon  ;  and,  as  I  now 
underftood  he  would  bring  an  Englilh  interpreter 
with  him,  an  interview  became  infinitely  more 
dcfirablc,  from  the  profpe^l  we  had  of  acquiring 
fome  interefling  intelligence  refpeding  thefe  re- 
gions ;  yet,  as  I  had  been  twice  difappolnted  in 
fimilar  ttflurances,  the  third  engagement  by  no 
means  warranted  any  further  delay,  efpcclaily  as 
the  caufe  v^hi-h  had  produced  our  detention  no 
longer  exiftcd.  For  thefe  rcalbns,  with  the  af- 
fiilance  of  the  ebb  tide,  and  a  weflerly  wind,  we 
proceeded  about  two  o'clock,  but  it  was  fo  f!owly, 
that  it  was  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  before 
wc  had  paffcd  cape  Elizabeth ;  which,  from  the 
refult  of  our  obfervations,  appeared  to  be  fituated 
ia  latitude  50''  (/,  longitude  208"  53^;  which  po- 
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fition,  like  that  of  the  reft  of  the  coaft  vliitcd  by 
us  this  feafon,  is  confidcrably  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  longitude  as  dated  by  Captain   Cook,  the 
difference  being  from  1°  8'  to   l"  12',  or  1**  iV. 
The  delineation  of  the  fhoresof  this  inlet  and  its 
foundings  will  likewife  aflume,  in  a  few  inftances, 
a  trivial  difference  from  the  rcprcfcntation  of  that 
able  and  illuftrious  navigator,  in  confcqucnce  of 
our  having  been   able  to  appropriate  a  greater 
lergthoftime  to   the  examination  of  it  than  it 
was  in  Captain  Cook'j>  power  to  beftow ;  yet  the 
difagreement  of  the  two  furveys  is  fo  inconfider- 
able,  that  it  will  require  the  e;  ^  of  a  rntical  ob- 
ferver  to  difcover  the  particulars  in   vv  hich  they 
vary. 

Thus  we  took  our  leave  of  Cork's  inlet,  where, 
from  our  different  interviews  with  the  Ruffians 
fettled  on  its  fhor*s,  it  might  have  been  rcafon- 
ably  expelled  that  much  information  would  have 
been  derived  concerning  the  objecHis  and  advan- 
tages in  contemplation,  from  the  extcnfion  of 
that  empire  to  fuch  remote  regions.  Ignorance 
of  each  other's  language,  that  infurmountable 
obftacle  to  the  attii-i.aent  of  fuch  kind  of  know- 
ledge, attended  on  all  our  inquiries,  and  in  moft 
inftances  rendcicd  them  extremclv  inconclufivc, 
and  often  very  contradi(!:tory  to  what  we  had  at 
firft  undtrftood.  This  difficulty  was  not  a  little 
increafed  by  the  want  of  information  m  mod  of 
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©ur  Ruffiai)  vifitors,  with  regard  to  every  thing 
that  appertained  to  the  Icience  of  geography. 
Our  repeated  converfations  vv'ith  the  perfon  who 
conduced  us  to  the  lettlement  on  the  eaftern 
fhorc,  led  us  to  imagine  that  a  navigable  branch 
of  this  inlet  extended  from  the  eaftern  fide,  and 
communicated  with  an  immenfe  lake  to  the 
north-eaft,  in  which  were  whales,  feals,  fea  otters, 
and  a  variety  of  falt-vMitcr  fifh  ;  that  the  fhores 
of  it  were  too  diftant  to  be  vifible  from  each 
other ;  and  that  he  knew  not  in  what  dire^ion 
it  united  with  the  ocean ;  but  that  Mr.  Zikoff 
was  gone  thither,  on  an  exploring  expedition. 
All  this  we  fuppofed  we  had  perfedly  compre- 
hended, until  our  arrival  at  the  factory,  when  in 
order  to  become  better  acquainted  with  circum- 
ftanccs  of  fo  much  importance  to  us,  I  fought 
for  a  confirmation  of  what  we  had  thus  been 
told ;  but,  to  my  great  furprizc,  when  I  had  af- 
cended  the  balcony  at  the  top  of  the  houfe,  I  was 
made  to  perceive  In  the  moft  unequivocal  man- 
ner, that  it  was  the  h/Iet  i/jclf  that  had  been 
meant,  and  that  the  eaftern  navigable  branch 
was  no  other  than  Turnagain  arm,  (which  nearly 
communicates  witli  Prince  William's  found)  in 
which  Mr.  Zikoft'  was  gone  to  a  Mr.  Colcmene, 
who  commanded  a  Ruffian  eftablifhmcnt  near 
cape  HInchinbrook. 

This  incident  will  aftbrd  fufticicnt  proof  how 
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little  c'ependance  is  to  be  placed  on  information 
affumed  from  pcrlbns  but  ill  qualified  to  anfwcr 
our  qucftions  if  underftood,  and  with  whom,  for 
want  ot  language,  our  communication  was  necef- 
farily  very  uncertain  and  impctfe(^t;  it  will  alfo 
fliew,  on  how  flight  foundation  the  theories  of 
mediterranean  fcas,  and  of  a  north-weft  pallage, 
may  often  reft. 

Intelligence    procured    from    fuch    authority, 
under  fuch  circumftances,   and  unfupported  by 
other  corroborative  evidence,  or  that  does  not 
carry  with  it  the  ftrongcft  prcfumptive  proof  of 
its  being   corrcd,  ought  always  to  be  received 
with  the  utmoft  caution.    By  this  rule  I  had  uni- 
formly governed  my  condud  ;  and  in  the  inftancc 
of  the  communication  of  this  inlet  with  Prince 
William's  found,  1  did  not  confider  myfelf  war- 
ranted to  credit  the  information  we  had  received 
to  that  effect,  until   it  had  been  ftated,  without 
the  leaft  deviation  or  contradiction,   as  well  on 
board  the  Chatham   as  the    Difcovcry,  that  a 
branch  of  that  found  extended   within   a  few 
miles  of  the  upper  end  of  Turnagain  arm. 

Hence  thcfe  two  extenfive  inlets  appeared  to 
be  fcparatcd  from  each  other  only  by  a  narrow 
ifthnius  of  compad^  mountainous  land,  that  pre- 
cluded all  pcnTibilitv  of  any  naviaiablc   interior 
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Ihorcs  of  tlie  intervening  peninfula ;  and  ren- 
dered a  minute  examination  of  the  coaft  of  this 
peninfula  of  little  importance,  as  it  would  have 
occupied  a  large  portion  of  time,  and  could  not 
have  furthered  the  attainment  of  the  great  object 
we  had  in  view,  any  more  than  a  compleiLc  fur- 
vey  of  the  numerous  iflands,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  two  preceding  furrimers  we  had  difcovered 
lying  before  the  continental  boundaries.  For 
this  reafon  I  determined  to  make  the  beft  of  our 
way  towards  Prince  William's  found,  and  to  ex- 
amine the  Ihorcs  of  the  peninfula,  fo  far  only  as 
could  be  done  from  the  Ihip  in  paffing  along  its 
coall.  This  would  greatly  tend  to  facilitate  our 
operations  this  feafon,  which,  notwithftandini^ 
they  had  commenced  at  a  very  early  period,  had 
\et  accomplifhed  little  jn  comparifon  to  the  ex- 
tent of  coall  wc  had  yet  to  furvcy  in  the  courfe 
of  this  fummer.  Trufting  that  our  examination 
of  Prince  William's  found,  though  commencing 
only  from  its  fouth-vveft  point  of  entrance,  would 
jv.lFifv  this  proceeding,  our  courfe   was  din^ded 


:hitl 


icr. 


I  had  it  in  contemplation,  during  this  purfuit, 
Piould  circumftances  concur,  to  Hop  (liort  of 
Prince  William's  found  at  port  Andrews ;  fo 
named  by  Mr.  Portlock,  but  called  by  the  Ruf- 
fians Blying  found  ;   where  wc  had  been  informed 
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by  our  v'lfitors,  (particularly  by  Portoff,  who  was 
by  far  the  moft  intelligent)  that  they  had  an  arfc- 
ii?J,  and  that  one  or  two  Englifl-imen,  afliftcd  by 
fomc  Ruffian  artificers,  were  building  with  the 
timber  of  the  country  a  fliip  as  large  as  the  Dif- 
covery.  This  intelligence  had  been  obtained  in 
confequence  of  my  having  repeatedly  inquired, 
where  there  was  a  convenient  fituation  for  lay- 
ing the  Difcovcry  on  fhore ;  being  apprehenfivc 
that  her  bottom  might  have  received  fomc  in- 
"Jury,  from  the  numerou*  accidents  to  which  flic 
had  been  lately  expofcd.  I 

Elying  found  was  ilrongly  recommended  by 
Portoff,  who  affured  me  that  the  rile  and  fall  of 
the  tide  on  a  very  convenient  beach,  was  fully 
fufficicnt  to  anfwer  all  our  purpofes,  and  that  his 
countrymen  not  only  pollcffed  the  means,  but 
would  be  happy  in  rendering  us  every  affillance 
Ave  might  require ;  and  that  on  Mr.  Berrenofi 
being  made  acquainted  with  our  arrival  there, 
he  would  immediately  repair  thither,  that  no- 
thing in  their  power  might  be  wanting  to  relieve 
our  neccffitics.     But  as  our  availin*i  ourfelvcs  of 
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thcfc  fcrvices  would  greatly  dcptnd  on  the  exift- 
ing  circumftanccs  at  the  time  of  our  arrival  in 
that  nc''p;hbourhood,  and  particularly  as  Blying 
foimd  was  not  fo  central  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion our  furvcy  ot'  I^'incc  William's  found  as  I 

could 


252  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [mAY, 

could  have  wifhed,  I  made  no  arrangements  for 
benefiting  by  thefe  very  kind  and  friendly  offers. 
Having  accomplilhed  by  our  joint  labours  the 
examination  of  the  fliores  of  Cook's  inlet  from 
cape  Douglas  to  its  utmofl  extremity,  and  from 
thence  to  the  eaft  Foreland,  I  fhall  conclude  this 
chapter  by  remarking,    that  although  circum- 
ftances  did  not  permit  us  to  make  fuch  aflrono- 
mical  obfervations  on  the  fpot  as  I  confidered  to 
be  neceilary  for  determining  the  longitude  of  our 
llation  at  the  head  of  Cook's  inlet,  yet  we  were 
fortunate  in  obtaining  thofe  that  very  fatisf'adorily 
fliewed  the  rates  of  our  chronometers,  from  which 
authority  we  were  enabled  to  afccrtain  the  longi- 
tudinal menfuration  of  our  furvey,  and  to  deduce 
from  fubfequent  obfervations  what  I  confidered 
as  its  true  longitude.  . - ;    . . .  ■  ^ . ,  .  ^ 

The  obfervations  for  obtaining  the  latitude, 
the  rates  of  the  chronometers,  and  the  variation 
of  the  compafs,  were  made  on  fhore,  at  the 
watering  place  near  the  fhip's  fbation  at  the  head 
of  Cook's  inlet ;   (they  were  as  follow) 
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Kendall's  chronometer  fhcwcd  the  -'^i  ' ;  ?•  ^'-v.  '; 
longitude  according  to  the  Ka-       frr^    '• 

rakakooa  rate  to  be  -  20v8"    9'   35'' 

Arnold's  No.  1 4,  according  to  the       '  ■■  ■      "   ' 

fame  rate  -  -  209    31   25 

Amold's 
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Arnold's  No.    17O,  according  to 

the  fame  rate 
True  longitude  deduced  from  fub- 

fequent  obfervations  as  before 

ftated 

By  this  authority,  and  twelve 
■  fets  of  altitudes  taken  be- 
tween the  20th  of  April  and 
Oth  of  May,  both  days  inclu- 
fivc,  Arnold's  No.  17O  was 
found  to  be  faft  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich  on  the  Oth  of 
May  at  noon 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean  time 
per  day  at  the  rate  of 

Arnold's  No.  14,  faft  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich 

Ditto  No.  14,  gaining  as  above 

Kendall's  faft  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich 

Ditto,  gaining  as  before 

The  latitude 

The  variation  of  the  compafs 
in  twenty  fcts  of  azimuths 
by  three  diltcrciit  compares, 
differing  from  27"  27'  to  31' 
is',  flicwcd  tlic  mean  rcfult 
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Our  fltuation  at  this  ftation  did  not  admit  of 
my  opportunity  for  mcafuring  the  rife  and  faU 
cf  the  tides,  but  in  a  very  rough  way ;  by  which 
it  appeared,  that  on  fpring  tides  it  amounted  to 
about  twenty-feven  feet,  and  that  it  was  high 
water  fix  hours  after  the  moon,  had  paffcd  the 
xncridiau.  •  ■      ,:>■.>-,   ^..  .'.  ■^,::  :u^  i-i-- 
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'Piijfage  from  Cooics  Inlet  tr)  Prince  JPlI/iam's  Sctind 
— Meet  a  large  Fleet  of  Canoes — Spr'ing  the  Boiv- 
fprit  in  a  Gale  of  IPlr  7 — Carry  a-ivay  tlie  Fore- 
yard Arrive  in  Fort   Chalmers — Survey  of 

,    Prince  IFilliains  Sound  by  the  Boats — A  violent 
:  Storm — Vifted  by  a  fw  Ru/Jlans^Some  Ac- 

.    count  of  their  EJlabliflimcnts  in  the  Sound 

,  Chatham  difpatched  to  continue  the  Survey  <f 
the  Coafl  caftijoard  from  cape  HinchinbrooJc — 
AJlronomical  and  nautical  Ohfervations,     • 

THE  weather  \^'as  dcllglitfully  fercne  and 
pleafant,  and  the  morning  of  Friday  the 
lOth  was  uihcrcd  in  by  a  Tight  we  little  cxpcdcd 
in  thcfc  fcivs.  A  numerous  fleet  of  fkln  canoes, 
each  carrying  two  men  only,  vvcrc  about  the 
Difcovery,  and,  w  ith  thofc  that  at.  the  flime  time 
vifitedthc  Chatham,  it  was  computed  there  could 
not  be  lefs  than  four  hundred  Indians  prefcnt. 
They  were  alraofl:  all  men  grown,  fo  that  the 
tribe  to  which  they  belonged  mull  confcqucntly 
be  a  very  conlidcrable  one.  They  inftantly  and 
very  willingly  entered  into  trade,  and  bartered 
away  their  hunting  and  fifliing  implements,  lines 

and 
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and  thread,  extremely  neat  and  s^  .li  made  from 
the  linevvs  of  animals ;  with  bags  i.  u^cnioully  de- 
corated with  needle  work,  wrought  on  tlie  thin 
membrane  of  the  whales  inteftincs;  thcfe  articles, 
with  fomc  fifh,  and  fome  well  executed  models 
of  canoes  with  all  their  appendages,  conftituted 
the  articles  of  commerce  with  thcfe  people,  as 
well  as  with  our  Indian  friends  in  Cook's  inlet ; 
for  excepting  thofe  furs  given  to  me  by  Chatt' 
dooltz\  party,  not  an  article  of  this  defcription 
had  been  offered  for  fale,  or  even  fecn  in  the  pof- 
feffiori  of  the  natives,  as  forming  a  part  of  their 
apparel, » as  was  the  cafe  in  my  former  vifit  to 
this  country.  The  clothing  of  thefe  Americans 
now  chiefly  confifted  of  garments  made  from 
the  fkins  of  birds  or  quadrupeds,  of  not  the  leaft 
value.  This  humble  fafhion  had  moft  likely  been 
introduced  by  their  Ruffian  friends,  for  the  fake 
of  increafmg  the  number  of  the  fkins  of  the  fea 
otter,  foxes,  martin,  ermine,  and  of  fuch  other 
animals  as  come  under  the  denomination  of  furs, 
which  they  find  to  be  worth  the  trouble  of  ex- 
porting. 

Thefe  good  people,  hke  all  the  others  wc  had 
lately  feen,  condud;cd  themfelvcs  with  great  pro- 
priety ;  and  as  the  wind  was  very  light,  they  con- 
tinued with  us  until  near  noon,  when  they  all 
retired  to  a  bay  or  harbour  we  were  then  abreaft 
of.     Our  progrcfs  from  Cook's  inlet  had  been  fo 
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ilow  that  the  Barren  ifles  were  yet  in  fight,  bear- 
ins;  by  compafs  from  S.  34  W.  to  S.  -3  8  W  . ;  and 
the  eaftcrnmoft  oi  ihc  iQands  near  cape  Elizabeth, 
from  S.  40W.  to  S.  55  W.,  diftant  about  five 
leagues.     On  the  infide  of  this  illand  a  low  fiat 
point  projected  towards  the  main  land,  and  gave 
us  reafon  to  doubt,  whether  between  thofe  iflands 
and  the  main  land  a  fafe  navigable  channel  would 
be  found ;  this  however,  could  be  of  little  im- 
portance, as  port  Chatham  is  very  acceffible  by 
paffing  round  cape  Elizabeth,  which  at  this  time 
was  hidden  from  our  fight.     The  weft  point  of 
the  above  bay  or  harbour  bore  by  compafs  S.  72 
W.,  five  miles  diftant ;  the  land  forming  its  eaf- 
tern  point,  which  is  a  projeding  promontory,  ap- 
pearing at  a  diftance  like  an  ifland,   from  N.  42 
W.  toN.  2  E.,  about  half  a  league  from  us.  To- 
wards the  fea  it  terminates  in  an  abrupt  clift"  mo- 
derately elevated,  and  is  conncdtcd  to  the  main 
land  by  a  low  peninfula  covered  with  trees.     Its 
north- weft  fide  prefented  every  appearance  of  af- 
fording flieltercd  anchorage,  and  to  that  part  of 
the  bay  moft  of  the  canoes  repaired.     We  now 
fleered  towards  the  northern  moft  part  of  the  coaft 
in  light,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  20  E. ;  the  ob- 
ferved  latitude  in  this  fituation  was  o<f  gi'',  lon- 
gitude  209 '  48",  placing  the  fouthernmoft  part 
of  the  above  promf  atory,  which  we  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fame  that  Mr.  Portlock  calls  point  Gore, 
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in  latitude  59°  11^  longitude  2og°49^;  the  bay 
or  harbour  on  its  weft  fide  we  fuppofed  to  be  port 
Dick.  At  firft  however,  this  fuppofition  admit- 
ted of  doubt,  for  inftead  of  point  Gore  lying  14 
leagues  to  the  caflvvard  of  cape  Elizabeth,  our  fur- 
vcy  made  thcfc  proinontories  fcarcely  10  leagues 
apart.       r. ,   :•     •:    .  ,mU:':://  ,:       :-•■",  lio.*  m  ■ 

On  reference  to  our  pofition  on  the  coaft,  the 
land  feen  before  us  forming  the  north  extreme 
could  be  no  other  than  the  fouthernmoft  of  Acs 
iflands;  towards  which  with  a  pleafant  breeze 
from  the  S.  W.  we  made  great  progrefs,  at  the 
dili:ance  of  three  or  four  miles  from  the  lliorc. 
Two  openings  were  paffed,  and  we  obfcrved  ^Jong 
the  coall  feveral  low  detached  parcels  of  rocks,  at 
a  greater  diftance  from  the  main  land  than  we 
had  generally  remarked  along  the  exterior  coaftsof 
this  country.  One  group  in  particular  lying  S. 
75  W.,  diltant  near  tour  miles  from  the  fouth- 
ernmoft of  Pies  iflands,  muft  be  very  dangerous 
in  thick  weather,  efpecially  as  at  high  water  dur- 
ing the  fpring  tides  it  is  probably  overflown.  The 
coaft  we  failed  along  this  day  is  in  moft  parts 
very  xuountainous,  and  dcfcends  rather  quickly 
into  the  ocean,  excepting  in  thofe  places  where 
.it  is  broken  into  vallics,  fomc  of  which  are  ex- 
tcnfivc,  and  gradually  incline  to  the  water  fide. 
Thefe  in  fome  inftances  were  ftill  buried  in  ice 
and  jfhow,  within  u.  few  vards  of  the  walli  of  the 
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fea ;  whilfc  here  and  there  fome  of  the  lofticft  of 
the  pine  trees  juft  Ihewcd  their  heads  through, 
this  frigid  furface.  -^  ,-.,i;  .oi.j  .::,  n.  -y,      i 

/We  could  not  avoid  remarking,  that  the  whole 
of  "this  exterior  coafl  feemed  to  wear  a  much 
mate  wintry  .afpcd:  than  the  countries  bordering 
on  thofe  more  northern  inland  waters  we  had  fo. 
recently  quitted.  ;.•. "  "         '      )'    "     ^  r. 

'The  fouthernmoft  of  Pies  iflands  in  fevcral 
points  of  .\iew  forms  a  very  confpicuous  peak, 
arid  although  not  remarkable  for  its  great  height, 
yetifrom  its  fmgular  appearance  it  is  not  eaf^ly  to 
bcmillaken  in  this  neighbourhood,  as  it  dcfcends 
with  great  regularity  from  its  fummit  to  the  wa- 
ter's edge ;  its  fouth  extremity  by  our  obferva- 
tions/  is  fituated  in  latitude  5(f  ig^  longitude 
210°  21(.  To  the  north-eallward  of  this  illand 
the  coaft  ftitl  prefentcd  a  broken  appearance,  and 
our  north-eallcrn  point  of  view  in  the  evening 
exhibited  a  eluiter  of  iilands  and  rocks,  extend- 
ing fome  diftance  from  the  main  land  ;  thefc  we 
luppofed  were  thofe  named  by  Mr.  Portlock 
Chifwell's  iflcs,  lying  before  port  Andrews,  that 
is  to  fay,  Blying's  found,  tor  which  wc  conti- 
nued our  Gouric  uhtil  ten  at  night,  when  wc 
hauled  to.  the  wind  under  an  cafy  fail,  in  order 
to  keep 'Our  ftation  for  continuing  bUr  examina- 
tion of  the  coafr  in  the  morning..  The  depth  of 
water  was  75  fathoms,  about  five  miles  from  the 
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mor6.    'l^he  fine  vreather  with  which  we  had 
been  indulged  was  of  fhort  duration.    The  wind, 
by  one  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  1  /th  had 
veiered  roiind  to  the  eaft  and  N.  E.,  and  in  a  few 
hours  reduced  us  to  clofe-reefed  topfails ;  anid 
finding  in  the  forenoon  that  the  bowfprit  was 
dttngeroufly  fprung  in  a  flantiug  diredion,   from 
the  cap  nearly  to  the  collar  of  the  foreft^y-/ we  lay 
t!d  about  an  hour  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  it  fuch 
fecurities  as  our  fituation  permitted  us  to  apply, 
and  then  aa;ain  Hood  to  windward,  under  the 
Coiirfes  and  clofe-rccfed  topfiiils.    Notwithfland'* 
mg  that  it  rained  very  heavily,  the  gale  continuetJ 
to  increafc,  attended  with  a  great  fca  from  the 
eaftward,  which  reduced  us  to  our  forcfail  and 
florm  ftayfails,  until  four  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  maiiifail  and  clofe-reefed  topfails  were  again 
fet.     This  prefs  of  fall  I  was  induced  to  carry  to 
prevent  as  much  as  poffible  our  falling  to  leeward 
during  the  gale,  whicli  on  Sunday  morning  the 
]8th  moderated,  but  the  rain  continued. 

We  now  made  fail,'  and  ftood  towards  the 
land  ;  the  wind  veered  to  the  fouthward  of  eaft 
in  the  forenoon,  which  enabled  us  to  fleer  for 
the  Chifvveil  ifles ;  and  on  the  rain  ceafuig,  in 
the  afternoon  we  got  fight  of  them,  bearing  by 
compafs  N.  N.  W. ;  but  the  wind  returning  again 
from  the  N.  £.,  the  night  was  pafTed  in  making 
ihort  trips,  with  the  hope  that  the  weather  would 
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prove  more  favorable  to  our  wiflies ;  but  in  this 
wc  were  difappointcd,  the  wind  continued  to  be 
unfcttled  between  eaft  and  N.  E.,  accompanied 
by  mifty  rainy  weather,  with  feme  lliort  inter- 
vals of  lunfliinc,  which  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  afcertaining  the  latitude  to  be  r>Q''  ]0\  longi- 
tude 211°  13'.  The  hazinefs  of  the  atmofphcrc 
to  the  northward  prevented  our  feeing  the  coail ; 
in  the  afternoon  we  palled  ChifwcU's  illes,  and 
found  the  centre  of  the  fouthernmoft  group  to  be 
in  latitude  59"  31^  longitude  211''  10';  from  this 
the  eafternmoft,  which  is  a  fmgle  detached  rock, 
lies  N.  5  1  E.,  about  a  league  diftant ;  and  the 
northcrnmoft,  which  the  hazy  W'.-ather  permit- 
ted our  feeing,  having  feveral  lefs  iflcts  and  rocks 
about  it,  lies  N.  MS  E.,  five  miles  diflant.  Thefc 
were  all  we  favv  of  the  Chifwell  ifies,  which  are 
a  group  of  naked  rugged  rocks,  fccmingly  dcfti- 
tute  of  foil  and  any  kind  of  vegetation.  The 
badncfs  of  the  wea.'.ur  precluded  our  afcertain- 
ing their  diftancc  froi'  the  fliores  of  the  penin- 
fula,  and  prevented  'r.y  carrying  into  execution 
the  defign  I  had  mecl'.tated  of  vifiting  the  Kulfian 
cllablifliment,  ir.ia'd  ^-^  be  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
part  ot  tlie  coall ;  wiiich  contlnr.ing  to  be  ob- 
fcured  by  a  very  denfe  haze  or  fog,  would  have 
required  far  more  authentic  and  accurate  docu- 
ments than  were  in  our  pollcirion,,  to  dirccl  u.«i 
with  fafcty  to  that  ilation,  and  would  have  oc- 
•     •'  S3  cupied 
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cupied  more  time  than  I  was  now  willing  to  de- 
vote to  this  purpofe. 

As  the  ftiip  had  been  fubjed;  to  very  great  mor 
tion,  in  confequence  of  the  heavy  fea  that  had 
attended  the  laft  gale,  without  complaining  in 
any  refped:,  I  concluded  that  fhe  had  not  fuf- 
tained  any  material  damage  in  her  bottom,  and 
therefore  I  determined  to  make  the  beft  of  our 
way  to  Prince  William's  found.  The  wind  con- 
tinuing to  blow  from  nearly  the  direction  we 
wilhcd  to  ftcer,  we  plied  to  windward,  but  only 
increafed  our  diflance  from  the  point  we  wifhed 
to  gain,  until  the  evening  of  Tuefday  the  2oth  ; 
when,  uilh  a  light  foutherly  breeze,  our  courfe 
was  directed  for  the  fouth  part  of  Montagu  ifland, 
which  was  feen  on  the  morning  of  Wednefday 
the  2 111;  but  the  rain  and  thick  weather  pre- 
vented any  diftiiid  view  of  it  until  the  forenoon, 
whea  the  atmofphere  becoming  clear  we  were 
enabled  to  procure  the  necelfary  obfervations  for 
Ihcwing  the  latitude  at  noon  to  be  5Q^  38',  lon- 
iritude  212''  .02'/.  The  fuuthernmofl:  land  in 
fight  a^  that  time  bore  by  compafs  S.  88  W.,  the 
ibiitli  ponit  of  Montagu  iiland  N.  04  W.,  diftant 
ten  miles;  hence  that  point  appears  to  be  fitu- 
atcd  in  latitude  :>()" '10',  longitude  212°  41 ';  the 
north crnnioft  part  of  Montagu  illand  in  fight, 
apn;ircntly  a  low  projecling  point,  covered  with 
wood,  N.  i  W.,  diilant  fevcntcen miles;  and  the 
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outeriiioft  of  a  cluitcr  of  fix  rocky  iflets  flrctch- 
ing  from  it,  N.  7  E.  Thcfc  illcts  were  not  fcca 
by  Captain  Cook,  nor  do  they  a])pcar  to  have 
been  noticed  by  thofe  who  have  followed  that 
able  and  indefatigable  navigator  in  tills  hemi- 
fphere.  Thefe  iflets  fcemed  to  be  chiefly  com- 
pofed  offlecp  cliffs  nearly  level  on  their  tops,  and 
mayferve  as  a  dire(R:ion  in  thick  or  gloomy  wea- 
ther to  the  fouth  p(jiiit  of  Montagu  ifland,  lying 
from  it,  according  to  our  eftimation,  about  N. 
02  E.,  diftar^t  fevcnteen  miles.  They  are  tole- 
rably well  wooded,  ajid  are  not  liable  to  be  mifr 
taken,  particularly  for  the  Chifwcll  iilcs,  bcc^ufc 
thofe  appear  to  be  intlrely  barren. 

My  intention  was  to  have  paili'd  along  thx: 
fouth-cail  fide  of  Montagu  ifland,  but  the  wind 
ixcring  again  to  the  ealhvard,  and  the  wcatlier 
being  again  overcaft,  we  bore  up,  and  in  the 
evening  we  anchored  within  the  fouth  point  of 
this  illand,  in  21  fathoms  water.  Jts  fliores  bore 
by  compafs  from  S.  30  E.  to  N.  1  J  E.  ;  the  for- 
mer at  the  diilancc  of  three  miles,  and  iis  ncarell 
ihore  S,  53  E.,  one  mile  diiliint ;  the  Iflands 
forming  the  weft  lidc  of  this  channel  into  Prince 
William's  found  from  N.  12  W.  to  S.  8g  W., 
and  the  fouthcrnmoii:  part  of  the  main  land  in 
fight  S.  O9  W.  During  the  night  we  had  a  light 
breeze  from  the  land,  with  fome  rain,  i^nd  a  very 
heavy  fwcU  that  rolled  round  the  fouth  point  of 
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Montagu  Ifland,  up  the  channel,  giving  us  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  in  all  probability  we  had  efcaped 
A  boifterous  and  very  unpleafant  gale  from  the 
eaftward,  having  been  fcrcencd,  by  the  lofty 
mountains  that  compofe  the  ifland,  from  the  vio- 
lence of  its  fury.  The  fame  weather  continued, 
with  a  breeze  from  the  N.  E.,  and  a  ftream  that 
we  confidercd  to  be  the  ebb  tide  fetting  to  the 
eaftward,  until  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  Thurfday 
the  22d,  when  on  the  current  taking  an  oppofite 
line  of  diredion  we  weighed,  but  were  fo  little 
affifted  by  the  tide  that  we  proceeded  very  flowly. 

Whllft  we  were  at  anchor  we  were  vifited  by 
four  of  the  natives,  in  two  fmall  f!<.in  canoes,  one 
of  whom  was  an  elderly  man,  who  feemed  to 
know  we  were  from  England,  as  he  frequently 
inade  ufc  of  the  words  "  Englifh,  Portlock,  and 
Nootka ;"  by  the  two  former  there  could  be  no 
doubt  of  his  meaning,  and  by  the  latter  we  fup- 
pofed  he  meant  the  vcflcl  in  wliich  Mr.  Mcarcs 
had  pailcd  a  winter  in  this  found.  Thefc  people 
brought  nothing  to  difpofe  of,  nor  could  any  in- 
trcaty  prevail  on  them  to  venture  on  board, 
though  they  readily  accepted  fuch  trivial  prcfcnts 
as  were  made  to  them,  cxprcfling  their  tl»ank- 
faln(  ,  in  cue  Rufiiin  language,  and  giving  us  to 
iHidc  :and,  that  tiierc  were  fomc  people  of  that 
nation  reliding  up  the  ibund. 

hi  the  aUcrnoon  the  wind  blew  frcfli  from  the 
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K.  E.,  and  towards  evening  increafcd  to  a  hard 
gale,  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and  Ihowcrs  of 
rain,     In  one  of  tlicfe  fqualls  the  head  of  the 
bovvfprit  broke  fliort  off;  but  as  we  ftill  con- 
tinued to    make    fome  progrefs  by  turning  to 
windward^  I  was  willing  to  keep  under  weigh 
^s  long  as  the  day-light  laftcd,  cfpccially  as  wc 
found  tolerably  good  foundings  on  the  Montagu 
iiland  fide  of  the  channel,  to  the  north  of  a  point 
which  I  have   called  Point  Baz-tl,  in  latitude 
Oo°  V;  but  fouth  of  thAt  point  towards  the  an- 
chorage wc  had  quitted,    no  bottom   coulJ  be 
reached  with  Go  to  80  fathoms  of  line,  within  a 
mile  of  the  lliorc.     Having  it  thus  in  our  power 
to  anchor  when  and  wlicrc  we  plcafed  under  a 
"w^eathcr  fliore,   we    remained   under  fail  until 
about  ten  o'clock,  Vvhcn  a  fuddcn  flurry  of  wind, 
through  a  vein  occupying  fcarcely  a  greater  fpacc 
in  width  than  the  length  of  the  lliip,  vented  its 
whole  fury  upon  us  with  fvich  immcnfe  violence, 
that  although   the  topfails  were  down  before  it 
was  at  its    height,   wc  expc^^ed   all  the   malls 
would  have  gone  o\cr  the  fide  ;  hut  fortunately 
wi*  cll-apcd  with   the.  lois  of  tlie    forL-vard  only, 
and  the  fplitting  of  moil:  of  our  fails  inen  fet; 
and  being  at  this  time  not  far  front  the  iborc  of 
Montagu    ifhitid,    wc   anchored  in    15    fathoms 
water,  llruck  the  topgallant- mails,  and  replaced 
our  damaged  fails.     During  the  night  the  wind 
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blew  very  hard  trom  the  E.  N.  E.  attended  with 
fqualls,  hail,  and  rain ;  but  in  the  morning  of  Fri- 
day the  23d,  the  weather  in  fbme  meafure  becom- 
ing more  moderate.  Lieutenant  Swaine  with  the 
carpenters  and  a  party  of  men  were  lent  on  f  jre 
in  queft  of  a  fpar  for  a  fore-yard,  which  was  pro- 
cured ahnoft  as  foon  as  they  had  landed ;  this 
they  had  my  diredtions  only  to  rough  fquare  in 
fuch  a  way  as  to  allow  of  its  being  ufcd  for  the 
prefent  to  carry  us  to  Chalmer's  harbour,  where 
I  purpofed  the  Ihip  fliould  remain,  whilft  the 
boats  were  employed  in  exploring  the  navigable 
extent  of  tiiis  opening.  And  as  Mr.  Portlock 
found  the  rife  and  fall  ol*  the  tide  in  that  harbour 
fiifficient  for  laying  the  vellels  under  his  direc- 
tions aground,  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  enabled 
alio  to  examine  the  Difcovery's  bottom  there  ; 
and  although  we  had  no  rcafon  to  be  apprchen- 
five  that  flic  had  fuilained  any  material  damage 
by  the  fevcral  accidents  of  getting  on  (bore,  yet 
fuch  an  examination,  when  a  convenient  oppor- 
tuaitv  misrbt  offer  that  did  not  interfere  with  the 
other  opcrntions  of  the  voyage,  could  not  fail 
being  very  dcilrable  and  lati^faclory. 

The  carpenters  having  done  every  thing  then 
needful  to  the  fore-yard,  it  was  got  otfand  rigged; 
and  in  the  forenoon  of  tiic  following  day,  the 
gale  being  ibcceeded  by  a  light  breeze  from  the 
north,  thomrh  jllU  uftcnded  witli  rain,  we  weii^h- 
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cd  and  plied  to  windward,  but  mcidc  little  pro- 
grefs.  The  wind  died  away  about  nine  in  the 
evening,  when  we  anchored  for  the  night  in  20 
fathoms  water,  foft  bottom.  On  Sunday  morning 
the  25th  a  light  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  N. 
E.  nearly  in  the  diredion  of  our  courfe  to  Chal- 
mer's  harbour ;  with  this  wc  plied,  and  about 
fix  in  the  evening  reached  our  dcftined  port. 
Our  progrefs  had  been  materially  retarded  by  the 
unllcadinefs  of  the  wind,  and  by  two  fhoals, 
fituatcd  nearly  in  mid-channel,  between  the 
fouth  point  of  the  harbour,  and  a  rugged  rock 
that  lies  about  a  mile  from  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
largcft  of  Green  iflands.  We  fuddenly  came 
upon  the  moft  fouthcrn  of  thefe  flioals,  in  a  depth 
from  19  to  0  fithoms,  without  there  being  any 
weeds,  or  other  indications  of  fliallow  water  ;  but 
on  the  other,  which  ilioaled  equally  quick,  was 
lit  Imall  patch  of  weeds  growing  in  three  fathoms 
water,  with  live  and  fevcn  fathoms  clofc  around 
it.  Each  of  thefc  appeared  to  occupy  no  greater 
extent  than  the  fliip's  length  in  any  diredion ; 
between  thefc  flioals  and  the  Green  illands  wc 
found  a  channel,  in  which  wc  turned  to  wind- 
ward until  we  could  fall  into  the  harbour.  The 
Chatham  dlu  the  fame  between  them  and  Mon- 
tagu illand,  without  noticing  thefc  (lioals ;  and 
had  wc  purfued  the  fame  route,  they  would  in 
all  [probability  have  Hill  remained  uiidifcovered. 
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As  wc  approached  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
a  ilron^  tide  or  current  Ikt  us  lb  tail  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  that  we  had  nearly  been  driven  pail  the 
entrance  ;  and  although  the  tide  was  now  rifing, 
this  ftreani  had  not  the  le.ail:  perceptible  indratt 
into  the  harbour,  nor  did  its  influence  feem  to 
extend  within  what  we  called  the  South  Pas- 
sage Rock,  lying  irom  tl  l*  north  point  of  the 
harbour  weft,  fomcthlng  more  than  a  mile  dlf- 
tant ;  and  from  a  fmall  wood)  illet,  lying  before 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  N.  IT)  W.,  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile.  We  pailcd  on  the  north 
fide  of  this  rock,  and  to  the  north  of  us  was  ano- 
ther, that  obtained  the  name  of  North  Pas- 
SAGi:  IiocK,  lying  in  a  direction  from  the  north 
point  of  the  harbour,  N.  2(3  W.  diftant  2\  miles, 
and  W.  S.  W.  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
iauth  point  of  what  Mr.  Portlock  calls  Stock- 
dale's  harbour.  Thefe  rocks  are  ftatcd  to  have 
been  feen  by  Mr.  Portlock  In  his  journal,  but  no 
notice  is  talicn  of  them  in  his  flvCtch  of  this  part 
ot  Montagu  IHand  ;  yet  they  required  to  be  par- 
ticularly pointed  out,  fmce  they  are  not  always 
vifible,  but  are  covered  at  high  tide,  with  fcarcely 
any  vvccds  or  other  indications  of  their  exillence. 
Towards  the  upper  part  of  the  harbour  we  took 
a  convenient  ftation,  and  when  moored,  the 
north  point  of  the  harbour  bore  by  compafs  S. 
TiS  W.;  tlic  woody  iflct  S.  -15  W.;  a  detached 
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rock  S.  38  W.;  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the  har- 
bour S.  30  W.;  and  the  watering  place  at  the 
diftance  of  about  half  a  cable's  length  N.  85  W. 
The  weather  throughout  the  day  having  been 
fercne  and  plcafant,  afforded  a  good  opportunity 
for  drying  all  the  fails,  which  were  unbent  and 
flowed  away.        -   '  •  • 

On  Monday  morning  the  2Gth  the  fore-yard 
was  fcnt  on  iborc  to  be  properly  finifhed,  the 
empty  cafks  to  b-  filled  with  water,  and  whilft 
the  other  parts  ol  Ibip's  company  were  em- 

ployed in  unriggiii.:^  the  broken  bowfprit,  and  in 
various  other  repairs  about  the  veflel,  the  crew5 
of  the  boats  were  preparing  for  a  furveying  expe- 
dition. 

Two  boat  parties  were  equipped  ;  one  under 
the  dlredlions  of  Mr.  Whldbey,  the  other  of  Mr. 
Johnftonc  ;  the  former  with  the  yawl  and  large 
cutccr  provided  for  a  fortnight,  received  my  in- 
ibudlions  to  proceed  to  the  fouth-wclt  point  of 
entrance  into  the  found,  and  there  to  commence 
the  examination  cf  the  weflern  flicre  of  this  inlet 
as  far  as  poffible,  and  thence  round  to  the  ibuth 
point  of  Snug-corner  cove  ;  where  I  purposed 
that  Mr.  Johnllone,  with  the  Chatham's  and 
lallcr  cutter,  fiiould  bca;ln  the  furvev 
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cape    Suckling;   on  which  fcrvlccs  they  refpec- 
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tively  departed  early  in  the  morning  of  Tuef- 
day  the  27th.  -  .  . 

The  weather,  now  lerene  and  pleafant,  was 
favorable  to  thefe  excuvfions,  and  to  our  fcvera! 
employments,  amongft  which  we  attempted  to 
take  fome  fifh  with  the  feine,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs.  The  Ihorcs  did  not  afford  any  convenient 
fituation  for  creeling  the  obfervatory  ;  this  gave 
me  concern,  as  I  much  wiflied  to  have  had  the 
inftrumcnts  on  fliorc,  although  I  had  not  any 
doubt  of  obtaining  all  the  neceffary  obfervations 
we  required  by  the  means  I  otherways  poffeffed. 
The  next  day,  Wednefday  the  28tli,  the  weather 
became  gloomy  and  ovcrcaft  in  all  directions ; 
the  fore -yard  being  finiflicd  was  brought  onboard 
in  the  evening  and  rigged,  and  on  the  following 
morning,  Thurfday  the  29th,  Lhc  broken  bow- 
fprit  was  taken  out,  and  found  to  be  cxceflivcly 
rotten,  and  dcfedivc  from  end  to  end.  Whillfc 
the  carpenters  were  engaged  on  fhore  with  the 
fore-yard,  they  had  found  a  fpar,  or  rather  a  tree, 
that  promifcd  fair  to  replace  the  bowfprit,  but 
the  lowering  weather,  which  towards  noon  pro- 
duced a  very  Itrong  gale  from  the  B.  N.  E.,  at- 
tended with  violent  fqualls  and  a  heavy  rain,  put 
a  (lop  to  all  our  operations  on  fhore  fur  this  day 
and  until  the  evening  of  Friday  the  3()th,  when 
the  wind  moderated,  and  the  rain  which  had  de- 
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fccnded  in  torrents  abated.     In  the  courfe  of  the 
night  it  became  calm,  and  we  had  hopes  that  a 
favorable  alteration  had  taken  place,  but  in  this 
we  were  difappointed,  for  about  five  in  the  morn- 
ing of  Saturday  the   31  ft  the  wind   rcfumcd  its 
cafterly  dired:ion  with  increafed  violence.     The 
ftream  cable  gave  way,  and  broke  near  the  an- 
chor, and  on  examination  it  was  found  to  be 
ftranded  in  three  different  places.     By  this  ac- 
cident we   were  obliged  to  remain  unmoored 
during  the  ftorm,  and  at  low  w^ater  the  fliip  took 
the  ground  for  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  but  on  the 
returning  flood  tide  flie  foon  floated  again.  This 
very  unplcafant  weather,  which  occafioncd  no 
fmall  degree  of  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  our 
parties  in  the  boats,   continued  mofl:  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,   Sunday,  June  the  lit,  but  in  the 
morning  of  Monday  the  2d  the  weather  became 
more  tranquil,  the  fliip  was  remoored,  the  fl:rcani 
anchor  recovered,  and  our  feveral  neceflliry  con- 
cerns were  again  in  a  train  of  execution.     We 
were  a  little  furprizcd  in  the  forenoon  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  Mr.  Whidbey's  party  returning  to 
the  fliip,  being  apprchcnfive  that  fomc  untoward 
accident  had  befallen  them,  as  it  was  not  pro- 
bable that  they  could  already  have  accompliflicd 
the  ferviccthey  had  been  fent  to  perform.  Their 
return  proved  to  have  been  occafioncd  by  one 
of  the  feamcn  having  received  an  injury  which 
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had  disabled  him ;  and  as  the  very  boiftcrous 
weather  they  had  encountered  rendered  the  pro- 
grefs  of  their  lurvey  very  (low,  this  opportunity- 
was  embraced  of  recruiting  their  ftorcs  and  pro- 
vifions  to  a  fortnight's  fupply,  with  which  in  the 
afternoon  the  party  proceeded  again. 

The  weather  was  again  cloudy  on  Tuefday  the 
3d,  with  fomc  light  rain.  In  the  evening  I  had 
the  mortification  to  underftand,  thatjuft  as  the 
carpenters  employed  on  the  bowfprit  were  about 
leaving  oft'  work,  vhey  had  found  it  rotten  nearly 
in  the  middle,  fo  that  their  time  and  labour  had 
been  applied  to  no  efFed.  There  was,  however, 
another  tree  in  the  neighbourhood  likely  to  an- 
fwer  our  purpofe,  though  it  was  confiderably 
larger  than  was  necellary,  and  confecjuently 
would  require  more  labour  and  time  than  was 
altogether  convenient;  as  two  of  our  bell  car- 
penters were  now  much  indifpofed,  owing,  I  be- 
lieved, to  their  having  been  too  much  expofcd 
during  the  late  inclement  weather,  whilfl:  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty. 

The  next  day,  Wednefday  the  -Ith,  being  the 
anniverfary  of  His  Majefty's  nativity,  no  work 
was  done,  excepting  that  of  hauling  the  feinc,  in 
the  hope  of  procuring  fonoe  filh  for  the  people'^ 
dinner.  In  th.s  we  were  again  difaj)pointed  ;  as 
good  a  dinner  was  however  ferved  as  the  fhip's 
provifions  afforded,   and  a  double  allowance  of 
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grog,  with  which   the  day  was  cheevfully  cele- 
brated. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  5th,  we 
were  again  bufily  employed,  and  in  the  forenoon, 
for  the  lirfl  time  fmce  our  arrival  here,  we  were 
vifited  by  fome  Grangers  who  landed  from  their 
canoes,  at  the  brewing  tent ;  and  as  they  did  not 
Icem  to  fliew  any  difpofition  for  vifiting  the  vef- 
icls,  I  paid  my  compliments  to  them  on  fhore, 
and  found  that  their  party  confiiled  of  eight  In- 
dians and  a  Ruffian.  I  took  lome  pains  to  invite 
the  latter  on  board,  and  requefted  he  would  in 
the  mean  time  fend  the  Indians  to  procure  us 
fome  fi(h,  for  which  they  fliould  be  handfomely 
rewarded.  My  invitation  he  pofitively  declined, 
and  faid,  by  way  of  excufmg  himfelf,  that  he 
would  go  and  fifli  for  us;  on  this  the  canoes 
were  launched,  and  the  whole  party  fet  off. 

The  wind  was  now  light,  in  the  fouth-weft 
quarter,  but  the  weather  ftill  continued  to  be  un- 
fcttled,  with  fome  fliovvers  of  rain.  In  the  even- 
ing two  of  the  canoes,  w  ith  four  of  the  Indian 
vifitors,  returned,  but  the  Ruffian  was  not  of  the 
party,  nor  did  thed*  bring  any  fifli  or  other  article 
for  falc.  i  made  them  fome  prefents  that  fcemed 
to  give  them  much  pleafure,  and  I  then  endea- 
voured to  make  them  underlliand,  that  I  had  an 
abundance  of  fiich  things,  w  hich  I  would  gladly 
exchange  with  them  for  filh,  wild  fowl,  &c.    As 
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it  had  plainly  appeared  by  the  behaviour  of*  the 
Ruffian,  that  he  was  under  confiderable  appre- 
hcnfion  for  his  pcrfonal  iiifcty  in  the  idea  of  vifit- 
ing  the  lliip,  I  lent  him,  by  thefe  Indians,  fome 
bread,  beef,  pork,  and  rum,  in  hopes  that  fuch 
friendly  tcftimonics  would  diffipatc  his  fears,  and 
give  him  fuch  confidence  in  our  pacific  difpofi- 
tion  as  to  encourage  him  to  pay  us  another  vifit. 

The  atmofphcrc  prefented  a  ferenc  and  plea- 
iant  afpedl,  with  every  appearance,  on  Friday 
morning  the  Oth,  of  fettled  fummer  weather. 
This  enabled  us  to  procure  fome  good  lunar  dif- 
tanccs,  and  to  add  other  allronomical  obfcrvations 
to  thofe  we  had  already  made  for  afcertaining 
the  rate  of  the  chronometers.  I  did  not  now 
much  regret  that  a  proper  place  had  not  been 
found  on  lliorc  for  the  reception  of  the  obferva- 
tory,  as  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  hitherto 
would  have  rendered  it  an  lifelefs  object  of  our 
attention,  and  the  iiiihuments  miglit  have  re- 
ceived fome  damage  had  they  been  landed. 

The  four  Indians  again  retiu'ned,  and  brought 
with  them  two  vs  ild  gcclc  and  two  divers  as  a 
prefent  from  the  Riiirian,  who,  if  we  underflood 
the  mcfTcngcrs  correctly,  was  dill  afraid  to  ven- 
ture amongft  us ;  thougti  he  was  evidently  dc- 
ilrous  of  being  benefited  by  fuch  things  as  we 
had  to  give  aw  ay ;  for  the  Indians  appeared  to 
luive  been  inflrudcd  by  him  to  alk  for  leveral  ar- 
ticles, 
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tides,  that  we  knew  would  be  Highly  acceptable 
to  him.  Thcfe  accordingly  were  intruflcd  to 
their  charge,  together  with  a  repetition  of  the 
Urongcft  affurances  of  our  friendfliip,  and  of  oui 
dcfire  of  feeing  him  on  board.  With  this  the 
Ruffian  complied  the  next  day,  Saturday  the 
7th,  and  we  were  informed  by  him  that  the  In- 
dians had  faithfully  difcharged  their  commiffion. 
Two  other  Ruffians  had  joined  his  party,  and  the 
three  paid  us  an  early  viiit ;  but  came  empty- 
handed,  which  I  did  not  altogether  expec^l,  as 
thofe  who  had  vifited  us  off  point  Bede  fcrupu- 
loufly  performed  their  promife,  by  bringing  us 
an  ample  fupply  of  fifli.  He  who  had  been  fo 
unwilling  to  vifit  the  fhip  We  now  found  was 
named  Ammus  Niconnervitch  Balluiian.  This 
pcrfon  appeared  to  have  more  acquaintance  with 
geography  and  fea  charts  than  the  reft  of  his 
companions.  He  feemed  alfo  in  other  refpcdls 
to  be  an  intelligent  man,  and  foon  comprehended 
the  objecl  of  our  vifit  and  inquiries  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  and  that  I  much  wiflicd  to  fee  a 
Ruffian  chart  of  their  modern  difcoverics  in  this 
ocean.  This  wilh  he  fiid  could  be  cafily  grati- 
fied, as  he  had  fuch  a  chart  at  port  Etches,  which 
had  been  recently  cdnftruded,  and  fent  from 
Kamtfchatka ;  this  he  very  civilly  olFcrcd  to 
fetch,  and  after  taking  feme  refrediment,  he  dc- 
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parted  for  this  purpofe,  leaving  his  companions 
behind.      .  , c  i   , 

A  continuation  of  the  fair  weather  greatly  pro- 
moted all  our  operations,  and  amongft  others  af- 
forded us  an  opportunity  of  airing  and  fifting  the 
little  gunpowder  wc  had  now  remaining. 

On  Sunday  the  8th,  the  wind  blew  frefh  from 
the  northward,  with  bright  glaring  wxather.  In 
the  forenoon  Mr.  Johnftonc  and  his  party  return- 
ed, after  having  completed  the  examination  of 
all  that  had  fallen  within  the  limits  of  his  direc- 
tions, on  the  infidc  of  the  found ;  but  the  ex- 
tremely bad  weather  had  fo  retarded  the  progrefs 
of  the  pMty,  that  they  had  been  prevented  from 
carrying  into  execution  the  propofed  furvey  along 
the  exterior  coaft,  without  obtaining  a  further 
fupply  of  proviilons,  having  been  abfcnt  three 
days  longer  than  the  period  for  which  they  had 
been  provided.  The  following  is  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  been  employed  during  their  ab- 
fence  from  the  fhip. 

On  th€  evening  of  the  day  they  departed,  they 
reached  the  north- weft  point  of  a  fmall  ifland, 
fituatcd  about  two  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the 
fouth  point  of  Snug- corner  cove.  Here  Mr. 
Johnftonc  was  to  commence  his  furvey  ;  but  not 
Jiaving  a  fkttch  of  that  part  of  the'  found  with 
him,  nor  recollcding  any  ifland  fo  fituatcd,  lie 
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was  at  a  lofs  to  determine  whether  a  point  lying 
N.  -49  E.  about  half  a  league  diftant,  or  a  point 
at  the  diiliance  of  two  leagues  in  a  north  direc- 
tion, was  the  point  from  which  he  was  to  take 
his  departure  ;  but  as  an  extenfive  opening  led  to 
the  north-eaftward  between  thefe  points,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  chance  of  its  efcaping  unexamined 
by  himfelf  or  Mr.  VVhidbey,  Mr.  Johnftonc 
rowed  over  to  the  latter,  where  the  party  refted 
for  the  night,  which  was  extremely  gloomy  and 
attended  with  fome  rain. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of 
May,  their  iurvey  commenced  from  the  land  on 
which  they  had  refted ;  this  proved  to  be  an 
ifland,  and  it  received  the  name  of  Bligh's 
Island.  They  now  fteered  for  a  point  lying 
from  its  fouth  point  N.  30  E.  diftant  four  miles 
and  a  half.  This  point  Mr.  Johnflone  fuppofed, 
as  it  was  afterwards  proved,  to  be  on  the  conti- 
nent; between  it  and  Bligh's  ifland  were  ibmc 
fmall  iflets  and  rocks.  From  this  rv>int,  iituated 
in  latitude  00*^50',  lon;iitude  213°  6 1',  forming 
the  weft  point  of  a  ihiall  bay  about  two  miles 
deep,  in  a  N.  N.  E.  dircdion,  in  which  there 
are  two  fmall  iflets  and  a  cove  near  its  eaft  point, 
lying  from  the  well:  point  S.  8o  E.  two  miles 
diftant,  they  continued  along  the  larboard  or 
northern  fhore  of  the  opening  noticed  the  pre- 
ceding evening  as  extending  to  the  north-eaft- 
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ward.  Tills  was  found  to  wind  in  that  diic6lion 
about  51  leagues,  and  then  to  terminate  in  a 
diredion  S.  05  E.  2i  leagues  further,  in  latitude 
60"  55' ,  longitude  214°  35';  its  width  in  general 
being  upwards  of  two  miles.  Towards  its  upper 
part  were  fome  illands,  and  had  the  weather  been 
fair  inllcad  of  extremely  gloomy  and  rainy,  the 
adjacent  country  would  probably  have  afforded  a 
very  plcafant  profped,  as  the  ihores  were  in  ge- 
neral low,  and  bounded  by  a  pebbly  beach,  from 
whence  the  ground  rofc  with  a  gradual  afcent, 
was  free  from  fnow,  and  had  a  verdant  appear- 
ance ;  it  was  plcafmgly  diverfificd  with  trees, 
chiefly  of  the  alder  kind,  which  grew  with  con- 
iidcrable  luxuriance.  Thcfe  occupied  extcnfive 
plains  along  the  borders  of  the  fca,  beyond  which 
rofc  a  chain  of  lofty  mountains  burled  in  perpe- 
tual fro|l  and  fnow.  Their  rcfearches  in  this 
arm  engaged  moil  of  the  day,  and  the  next 
morning  they  returned  along  its  fouthern  fhorc. 
This  fpacious  inlet,  and  particularly  its  north- 
caftern  part,  had  been  vifited  by  Sen'  Fidalgo  in 
the  year  1 7Q0,  for  the  purpofc  of  inquiring  into 
the  nature,  extent,  and  fituation  of  the.  Ruffian 
cftablifiimcnts  in  thcfc  regions.  This  gentleman 
paid  much  attention  to  geograplilcal  objeds,  and 
gave  names  to  fcveral  places.  His  Inquiry  hav- 
ing been  made  prior  to  our  furvcy,  ,1  have  conti- 
nued the  names  fo  given ;  but  as  his  own  docs 
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not  appear  amongfl:  the  number,  I  have,  in  or- 
der that  his  labours  may  be  commemorated,  dif- 
tinguiflied   this  branch  by  the  name  of  Port 

FiDALGO. 

The  weather  became  extremely  unpleafant  as 
the  day  advanced,  and  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind 
blew   from  the  eaitward,  attended  with   heavy 
rain.     About  noon  Snug-corner  cove  was  reach- 
ed, and   there  were  great  inducements  to  have 
fought  the  llieltcr  It   afforded  from  the  then  in- 
clement weather ;   but  Mr.   Johnilone,  anxious 
to  profecutc  his  fur^  cy,  and  trufting  that  Ibmc 
other  fecure  retreat  w  ould  be  met  with  before 
night,  purfued  his  route  between  the  fouth  point 
of  the  cove,  and  the  liland  lying  off  it,  in  a  paf- 
fage  about  a  mile  wide,  fcattered  over  with  many 
rocks.     The   eailerly  gale   continued  increafmg, 
and  as  they  paffcd  to  the  fouth  of  this  land  they 
met  a  molt  heavy  fca  in  that  diredion.     Againll 
this  they  laboured,  with  great  fatigue  and  little 
cffc<fl,  until   the  evening,  when  the  violence  oi 
the  ftorm  obliiicd  them  to   retire  to  the  illand 
Jull;  mentioned,  wlicrc   they  hauled  the  boats  on 
ihore  to  prei'ervc   them  from  the  v>ind  and  fea, 
to  which  they  were  greatly  expofed  from  their 
fituatlon  bciore  the  beach. 

The  party  had  not  been  landed  long  before 
they  were  accoiled  from  the  woods  by  the  words, 
■'  Javclcc,  luivhr,'"  fignltylng  friendflilp  ;  and  four 
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Indians  foon  appeared,  uttering  the  liime  words, 
with  their  arms  extended,  and  making  ul'e  ot" 
every  fign  and  gefture  to  announce  their  pacific 
difpofition  ;  which  being  returned,  w  ith  the  ad- 
dition of  l()me  trivial  prcfcnts  from  the  party, 
frienddiip  and  a  good  underftanding  was  citab- 
liihed  on  both  fides.  The  Indians'  canoe  had 
been  juft  hauled  up  within  the  fivirts  of  the 
woods,  but  it  appeared  tiiat  their  refidence  was 
to  the  north-wclt,  and  that  the  violence  of  the 
ftorm  had  obfiged  them  to  feek  this  place  for 
ihelter;  which  fortunately  afforded  a  comfort- 
e'mc  fitu:ition  for  the  tents  of  our  fatigued  party, 
who  now  ftood  in  need  of  fome  reft  and  refreOi- 
ment,  having  had  neither  throughout  the  day. 
Here  thcj  reniairicd  during  the  night,  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  llorm  having  been  fo  violent, 
would  be  of  lliort  duration  ;  but  inllcad  of  abat- 
ing, it  incrcaicd  with  incredible  fury,  and  was 
attended  with  heavy  torrents  of  rain.  The  In- 
dians, howe\er,  had  ftolen  away  unnoticed;  this 
led  to  an  examination  into  the  caufc  of  their 
abrupt  departure ;  and  it  was  foon  difcovered, 
that  an  axe  that  had  been  ufed  the  preceding 
evening  was  mifling,  and  which  could  not  haAC 
been  purloined  without  the  incxcufable  negli- 
gence of  thofc  who  were  upon  watch ;  a  fault 
not  cafily  to  be  overlooked  in  fuch  fituations, 
and  which   vvas  properly  noticed   by  Mr.  John- 
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llonc,  who  took  fuch  mcafures  as  produced  a 
very  different  condu<^t  in  the  pcrlbns  who  had 
been  thus  inattentive  to  their  duty,  during  tho 
remainder  of  his  cxcurfion. 

In  the  morning  of  the  3l{l  the  wind  and  Tea 
had  greatly  fubfidcd,  but  the  rain  ftill  continued 
to  be  very  heavy  ;  this  hov\cvcr  did  noc  prevent 
the  party  from  proceeding  to  the  examination  of 
the  continental  fiiore,  vthich,  from  the  weft  point 
of  Snug-corner  cove,   fituatcd  according  to  our 
oblervations  in  latitude  Go°  45^  longitude  213® 
48^  takes  firft  a  dirccrlon  S.  J  7  E.  four   miles, 
and  then  caft  about  five  miles  further;  where, 
with  great  dlfliculty  and  much  hard  labour,  they 
arrived  late  in  the  attcrnoon.     hi   confequence 
of  the  wind  blow  inii;  auain  with  extrernc  violence 
from  the  eailvvard,   the  fca  broke  heavily  upon 
the  flioic,  and  it  was   not   without  much  difii- 
culty  t\\i\t  they  cffccl':;^  a  landing  on  a  fmall 
pebbly    beach,    betv\ccn    two   projecting  rocks, 
where  they  agajn  hauled  up  their  boats  on  the 
(liore.  '         : 

During  the  night  Mr.  Johnftone  remarked 
that  this  Itonn  blew  with  equal,  if  not  greater, 
fury  than  he  had  ever  before  experienced,  and 
the  iucccedlng  day  was  not  much  Icfs  tempef- 
tuous  ;  but  on  the  2d  of  June  the  wind  in  a  great 
degree  abated,  though  the  rain  lliil  continued  with 
heavy  and  gloomy  weather.  Their  furvcy  v\  as  re- 
fumed 


i^BB^PT- rT"^^  *a 


|j 


'.!<■ 


iV' 


(■■' 


i.  ^ 


■;  •' 

!■!, 

1 

r 

i 

r    «.; 


.■It'.  ■ " 


\4  \  I 


i 


282  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  ^JUNE, 

fumed  along  the  continental  iliore,   which  took 
a  diredion  nearly  parallel  to  port  Fidalgo,  reduc- 
ing the   intervening  land  to  a  narrow  ftrip  not 
more  than  three  or  four  miles   acrofs.     As  the 
day  advanced  the   weather  became  fcrcnc   and 
pleafant,  and  they  were  enabled  to  afcertain  the 
latitude,  on  a  point  in  the  direction  N.  /2  E. 
eight  or  nine  miles  from  the  point  on  which  they 
had  pafTed  the  laft  ftorm,  to  be  Oo"  45' ;  having 
now  paffed  fome  diftance  up  another  branrli  of  the 
found,  named  by  Sen'  Fidalgo,  Puerto  Gravina. 
Its  north-wclt  (liore   continued  about  four  miles 
further  in  the  fame  line  of  dircdion,  and  afforded 
fomc   fmall   coves,  witli  rocks  and  rocky  iflets 
lying  off  it.     It  then   fuddcnly  trended   to  the 
N.  N.  E.  for  about  four  miles  and  an  half,  where 
port  Gravina  terminated,  and  from  whence  they 
returned  along  its  caft  and  fouthern  Ihorcs,  which 
arc  encumbered  with  iflets  and  rocks.     E^arly  in 
the  evening  they  reached  the  fouth-eaft  point  of 
this  branch  in   latitude   0o"41^  longitude  21-1° 
iH',  tothc  fouth-wcfc  of  which   lies   an  ifland 
and  alfc)  fomc  rocks.     Ilcrc  the   party  refted  for 
the  niii;ht,  and  took  the  advantaue  of  the  fine- 
nefj  of  the  evening  to  dry  their  clothes  and  put 
their  arms  in  order.     In  the  morning  of  the  3d 
they  proceeded  along  the  continental  Ih.orc  v  hich, 
from  the  place  \Nheie  they  hud  hill  relied,  took  a 
dirci^Hon  S.  3i:)  E.  two  miles,  and  then  llrctchcd 
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nearly  eaft  thirteen  miles  further.  Within  thefe 
limits  are  a  bay,  and  a  fmall  branch,  in  which 
are  fcveral  rocks  and  rocky  iflets ;  the  ihores  are 
in  general  low,  ending  in  pebbly  beaches,  where 
llioal  water  extends  fbme  diftance,  and  renders 
landing  at  low  tide  very  unpleafant. 

The  fliores  which  they  had  juft  traverfed  from 
port  Gravina  formed  the  northern  fide  of  an  arm 
from  four  to  fix  miles  wide  ;  but  having  reached 
the  above  extent,  its  width  decreafed  to  lefs  than 
tW'O  miles,  where  it  took  a  N.  N.  E.  diredion  for 
fix  miles,  and  then   terminated  with  a  fliallow 
flat  at  the  head,  in  latitude  60°  44^  longitude 
214^45^.     This  diftance  was  not  accompliihed 
until  breakfail  time  on  the  4th,  nor  had  the  party 
been  able  to  fee  much  about  them  in  their  paf- 
fage  up  this  arm,  owing  to  the  dark,  gloomy, 
and  rainy  weather  that  had  prevailed.  The  fliores 
on  either  fide  were  more  fteep  and  rocky  than  in 
the  other  arms  they  had  examined  on  this  excur- 
fion,  but  the  low  ground  at  its  head  extended  to 
a  greater  dillance   before  it  rcfichcd  the  bafe  of 
the  mountains ;  thefe  were  greatly  elevated,  rofc 
rather  abruptly,  and  were  covered  with  perpetual 
fnow.     The  produdions  of  the  lower  country, 
were  obfervcd  to  be  fimilar  to  thofe  that  had  been 
fo  repeatedly  mentioned  to  the  north-w'cllvvard 
of  New  Georgia.     On  their  Luiding  an  old  bear 
was  dlfcoveied  nearly  at  the  top  of  a  pine  tree, 
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with  two  cubs ;  the  former  immediately  dcfccnd- 
cd,  and  made  its  efcapc,  but  the  young  ones  were 
Ihot,  and  afforded  them  an  excellent  dinner.  The 
party,  however,  had  fared  tolerably  well  on  this 
expedition,  having  Ihot  many  wild  fowl ;  and  on 
mod  of  the  rocks  where  they  had  landed,  ( iigs 
had  been  procured  in  great  abundance.  As  tluy 
returned,  a  channel  or  opening  was  lound  to  the 
eaflvvard  of  that  by  which  they  had  advanced  ; 
this  was  purfued  in  a  diredion  S.  S,*)  W.  under 
the  impreflion  thi;t  the  intermediate  land,  form- 
ing the  fouthcrn.  fide  of  the  other  arm,  was  an 
illand  ;  and  that,  from  the  line  which  the  conti^ 
cental  ihore  then  took,  it  would  lead  to  a  paffagc 
which,  on  Mr.  Johnftone's  former  vifit  to  this 
:fbund  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  of  London,  had 
been  difcovered  to  feparatc  cape  Hinchinbrook 
from  the  main  land  by  a  channel,  which,  al- 
though only  navigable  for  boats,  was  fufficient 
to  anfwcr  all  our  purpofcs  in  tracing  the  limits  of 
the  continental  boundary.  This  having  always 
been  a  primary  conllderation  with  us,  Mr.  Juhn- 
llonc  entertained  hopes  of  being  able  to  proiccutc 
hisfurvey  to  the  fullcft  extent  1  had  pointed  out, 
to  which  he  was  greatly  encouraged  by  the  fa- 
vorable change  the  weather  had  iiirunicd  by  the 
advanced  (late  of  the  feai()n,  .ind  by  the  ior.g 
continuance  of  the  very  hf/iliciciis  weather  with 
which   they   had   fo  recently  conLcnded.      Lut 
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before  they  had  advanced  a  league,  after  pafliiig 
fome  ifltts  that  He  in  the  channel,  their  flatter- 
ing profpedl  vaniflied,  the  atmofphere  refumcd 
its  threatening  afpedt,  and  by  noon  the  cafterly 
wind,  attended  by  a  heavy  rain,  burft  fuddenly 
upon  them,  and  blew  very  violently ;  yet,  under 
the  cover  of  the  eaftern  ihore,  they  continued 
their  route.     Here  they  met  twenty  Indians  in 
twelve  fmall  Ikin  canoes,  a  few  of  whom  only 
vifited  the  boats ;  the  others,  who  were  bufily 
employed  in  fifhing,  did  not  vifit  our  party,  and 
thofe  who  did,  though  they  behaved  in  a  very  ci- 
vil and  orderly  manner,  were  very  unwilling  to 
part  with  any  fifli ;  a  fmgle  halibut  being  all  that 
could  be  obtained. 

Having  returned  in  the  above  diredlion  from 
the  head  of  the  arm  about  eight  miles,  the  party 
landed  on  an  iflet  lying  clofe  to  the  eaftern  fhorc, 
where  they  Taw  Lmd  appearing  like  two  fmall 
iflands,  and  lecmin'^i;  to  be  fituated  at  the  fouth- 
weft  entrance  of  the  channel  they  were  then  pur- 
fulng ;  but  between  the  ftation  they  had  taken 
and  thofe  iflands,  (it  being  low  tide)  a  dry  fand 
fccmed  to  extend  from  fide  to  fide  of  the  paflage. 
Kot  doubting  that  their  furvey  had  hitherto  been 
along  the  continental  fliorc,  Mr.  Johnftonc  was 
aim  illing  to  abandon  his  objccl,  without  rnorc 
poiitive  conxidioii  of  the  paflage  before  them 
being  doled  and  unpaflablc.     For  thi>  purpofc 
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they  ftecred  over  to  the  weftcrii  or  oppofitc  fhorc, 
and  on  approaching  within  about  hah'  a  mile  of 
it,  (the  fliores  being  about  half  a  league  afundcr) 
the  depth  of  water  fuddenly  incrcafcd  to  three, 
five,  and  ten  fathoms ;  thcfe  foundings  were  re- 
gular, clofe  to  the  v\  eftcrn,  or  ifland  lidc,  and  in 
a  navigable  channel  l}iM;a;  S.  Oo  \V.,  about  half  a 
mile  in  width  ;   the  fhoal  bank  frcim  the  caftern 
or  continental    {1i(;:t   terminating  there.     This 
fad;  was  afccrfriincd  by  one  of  the  boats,  whilft 
Mr.  Johnfl  )ne  in  the  other  kept  along  the  edge 
of  the  fhoal  bank  uniiil  he  reached  the  caftcrnmofi 
of  the  two  i  (lands,  which  from  the  iflct  they  had 
quitted  is  about  nine  miles  di/lant,  and  lies  in  a 
S.  54  W.  direction.  To  this  place  they  had  been 
conduced  by  two  Ilufllans,  with  whom  they  had 
met  in  their  way ;  and  on  landing  were  received 
by  eight  others  vvitli  every  exprcriion  of  pleafure, 
indicative  of  their  friendly  and  hofpitable  inclina- 
tions, though  their  poverty  feemed  to  preclude 
the  cxercifc  of  their  <j;o()d  intentions.     Their  re- 
fidencc  at  this  ifland  appeared  to  be  of  a  tempo- 
rary nature,  fincc  the  only  (lielter  they  had  was 
under  a  laroje  flvin  boat,  rcftini!*  with  one  of  its 
gunwales  on  the  ground,  whilll  the  other  was 
propped  up  by  llicks  at  a  fufficicnt  height  to  ad- 
mit their  creeping  vmder  it.    hi  this  fituation  did 
thcfe  ten  Rullians  abide,  clofe  in  the  vicinage  of 
a  large  village,  containing  not  Icli;  than  two  hun- 
dred 
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drcd  Indians ;  a  party  by  much  too  numerous  for 
our  people  to  have  ventured  taking  up  their 
night's  abode  fo  near,  had  it  not  been  lor  the 
confidence  which  the  Ruffians  repofed  in  them, 
and  wlilch  proved  not  to  be  ill  placed. 

W  hilft  our  party  was  preparing  for  their  night's 
reft,  the  twelve  canoes  which  were  fecn  in  the 
morning  arrived,  and  delivered  to  the  Ruffians 
the  produce  of  their  day's  labour,  confifting  of 
about  two  dozen  halibut,  fome  fmall  filh,  and 
one  very  fine  falmon.  The  Ruffians  immediately 
prcfcnted  the  filmon  to  Mr.  Johnftone,  and  de- 
fired  that  his  people  would  take  fucli  of  the  ha- 
libut and  fmall  filh  as  they  had  occafion  for; 
thefc  very  friendly  offers  were  thankfully  accep- 
ted, and  they  afforded  the  party  a  mod  excellent 
repaft,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  their  R,uf- 
fian  friends.  As  the  party  were  about  to  retire  to 
reft,  two  large  ikin  canoes  arrived,  and  paddled 
leifurcly  backwards  and  forwards  in  front  of  the 
village,  iinging  a  fong  in  flow  time,  which  was 
accompanied  by  alliens  fimilar  to  thofe  pradlifed 
by  moil  of  the  North  Weft  Anierican  Indians  on 
their  vifiting  ftrangers.  This  party  confifted  of 
about  twenty  in  each  canoe,  which  clrcnmftance 
at  that  time  of  nisxht  Mr.  Johnftone  confidcrcd 
as  by  no  means  plcafant,  and  induced  him  to  in- 
quire which  was  the  officer,  or  v.  lio  was  llic  prin- 
cipal perfon,  ot'  the  Ilufiian  part}  ;  but  lie.  found 
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there  was  no  fuch  pcrfon  amon^il  thcrti,  they 
being  all  either  matroiTcs  or  connm'.m  failors,  fent 
from  their  fcttlemcnt  at  Noocheck,  that  is  to 
fay,  port  Etches,  for  the  purpofc  of  coUeCling 
furs. 

The  new  comers,  although  making  a  very  con- 
fiderable  addition  to  the  Indian  parcy,  produced 
no  alteration  in  the  condudit  of  the  Jluffiar  ;  this 
was  very  fitistlidory  to  Mr.  Johnllonc,  and  the 
fufpicions  that  had  before  been  entertained  in- 
tirely  fubfided.  One  of  tliefe  Indians,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  a  chief,  delivered  to  the  Ruilians  a 
paper  folded  up  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  with  ten 
ikins,  nine  of  which  appeared  to  be  beaver,  and 
one  a  fca  otter  fkin. 

Although  a  want  of  knowledge  in  the  Ruilian 
language  neceflarily  rendered  mod  of  their  in* 
quirics  inconclufive,  yet  they  clearly  underflood 
that  the  llrangers  had  come  immediately  from 
Groofgincloofe,  or  Cook's  inlet,  and  that  thejy, 
with  /heir  canoes,  had  croffed  the  ijihmus  overhmd 
that  fcparatcs  thh  found  from  Turnaga'm  arm ;  but 
whether  thcfe  Indians  were  the  natives  of  this  or 
that  branch  of  the  ocean  could  not  be  afcertained. 

Tlie  night  was  boiftcrous  from  the  S.  E.,  with 
very  heavy  rain.  In  the  morning  of  the  .I ill 
the  weather  was  more  moderate,  but  unfortu- 
nately the  grapnel  of  one  of  the  boats  being  foul 
at  the  bottom,  the  boat  grounded  whilll  they 

were 
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were  endeavouring  to  weigh  it ;  and  it  being  ebb 
tide  they  could  not  pafs  over  the  flioal,  fo  that 
flic  was  under  the  neceflity  of  remaining  there 
until  the  returning  flood.  As  their  firuation  was 
now  before  the  channel  leading  in  an  eafterly  di- 
rection to  the  ocean,  Mr.  Johnftonc  proceeded 
with  the  other  boat,  in  order  to  gain  fuch  infor- 
mation as  might  tend  to  facilitate  their  progrefs 
on  the  next  tide  ;  and  having  advanced  as  far  as 
the  flioal  and  the  falling  tide  would  permit,  he 
obfcrved,  that  between  the  point-  to  which  they 
hid  tracea  the  continental  fliore,  fituatcd  in  lati- 
tude 60*^  29 1',  longitude  214^29',  (and  which, 
after  Captain  Whitflied,  of  the  navy,  obtained 
the  name  of  Point  Whitshed)  and  Hinchin- 
brook  ifland,  the  fpace  was  occupied  by  a  low 
uninterrupted  barren  fand  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  being  the  continuation  of  the  flioal  bank 
that  they  had  traced  ever  flnce  quitting  the  iflet 
on  the  preceding  afternoon.  This  bank  feemcd 
to  be  impaflTable,  but  as  thcfe  obfervations  were 
made  at  low  water,  a  few  feet  only  above  the 
furface  of  an  extcnflve  and  nearly  level  trad:  of 
Jfimcls,  Mr.  Johnfl:one  thought  it  not  improbable 
that  a  channel  for  the  boats  might  be  found 
winding  through  it  into  the  ocean.  He  was 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  Ruffians  on  his 
return  to  the  ifland  ;  where,  finding  the  other 
boat  in  readincfs 
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their  Ruffian  friends,  with  many  thankful  expref- 
fions  for  the  kindneffes  they  had  beftowed.  Thefe 
Mr.  Johnftone  endeavoured  to  requite  by  a  few- 
trifling  articles  of  traffic,  which  he  conceived 
might  be  acceptable,  and  which  were  received 
with  great  plcafiirc  by  the  Ruffians. 

The  wind  flill  blew  very  ftrong  from  the  S.  E. 
attended  with  thick  rainy  weather,  but  the  hopes 
of  being  yet  able  to  profecute  their  refearchcs 
along  the  continental  fliore  to  the  eaftvvard,  in- 
duced  them  to  continue  in  that  purfuit  towards 
the    north- cad   point   of    Hinchinbrook    iOand 
(which  obtained  the  name  of  Point  Bentiis  ck) 
as  the  mod  probable  means  for  finding  the  ex- 
pelled boat  paifage ;  but  on  their  reaching  that 
point  Mr.  Johnftone  perceived,  as  he   had  done 
in  the  morning,  the  continuation  of  the  fand- 
bank,  conned:ing  the  land  he  was  then  upon  with 
the  continent ;  with  the  only  difference  of  its 
being  partly  dry,  the  tiuc  not  being  quite  fo  low 
as  before.     To  the  eaftward  the   ocean   feemed 
to  be  very  tempcftuous,  and  the  fpace  between 
point  Bcntinck  and  point  Whitflied  was  occupied 
by  a  tremendous  furf  that  rendered  any  paflage 
at  that  time  imprad:icable,  though  in  more  fa- 
vorable weather  it  might  probably  be  effedled. 

The  party  had  now  been  abfcnt  ten  days  from 
the  fliip,  which  was  the  period  for  which  they 
had  been  fupplied,  as  the  only  means  of  carrying 
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on  the  furvcy  of  the  exterior  coaft  was  round  by 
cape  Hinchinbrook,  a  navigation  far  too  cxten- 
fivc  for  them  to  attempt  with  the  remaining  ftock 
of  their  provifions,  and  expofed  to  the  ocean  on 
an  intircly  open  coaft,  they  were  obhged,  thouf^h 
with  great  reluctance,  to  abandon  that  objedl, 
and  dircdl  their  way  towards  homu.  In  doing 
this  they  pafled  along  the  lliorcs  of  Hinchinbrook 
ifland,  nearly  in  a  weft  diredtion,  ftlll  doubtful 
whether  the  land,  formina;  the  north-wcftern 
fide  of  the  channel  they  had  thus  purfued,  was 
an  ifland,  or  only  a  pcninfula.  Should  however 
the  former  conjecture  prove  correCl,  their  pallage 
to  the  veflels  would  be  fliortened  many  leagues ; 
and  to  afcertain  this  fadt  they  rowed  until  near 
midnight,  when,  having  advanced  about  eight 
miles  from  point  Bcntinck,  their  labours  were 
rewarded  by  reaching  the  weftern  fide  of  the  ex- 
pected paflage  leading  into  the  found,  by  a  chan- 
nel about  half  a  league  wide  and  about  two  miles 
long,  in  which  were  fome  iflcts  and  rocks,  with 
a  flioal  lying  before  its  northern  entrance.  The 
land  in  qucftion  was  now  proved  to  be  an  Wland  ; 
from  one  to  four  miles  wide,  and  about  twenty 
miles  long,  in  a  north-eaft  and  fouth  weft  direc- 
tion. This  ifland  obtained  the  name  of  Haw- 
kins's Island. 

After  rcfting  a  few  hours,  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  0th  they  again  fat  off,  but  their  progreis 
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was  llow  in   conrcqncnce  of  a  ftrong  vvcflerly 
wind,  almofl:  as  advcrfe  to  their  returning  as  the 
eaflcrly  ftorms  had  been  to  their  advancing,  but 
with   the  alleviation   of  more  plcaiant  weather. 
They  palTed  along  the  north-weft  part  of  Illn- 
chinbrook  ifland,  which  in  a  wefterly  direction 
is  formed  into  coves,  and  fmall  open  bays ;  in 
one  of  thcfe  they  ftopped  to  breakfaft.     Here 
thcv  found  a  crofs  erected,  on  which  was  infcrib- 
cd,  "  Carolus  IV.  Hifpan.  Rex.  An.  1  790.  P^  D'^ 
Salvador  Fidalgo."     The  north- weft  extremity 
of  this  illand  was  reached  about  noon,  when  the 
latitude  vras  obfcrved  to  be  Go"  3o',  its  loniritudc 
213"  5-}',  about  7h  miles  nearly  in  a  weft  direc- 
tion from  the   palTagc  they  had  paffed  through 
the  preceding  night.     This  was  only  the  fecond 
obfcrvation  that  had  been  obtained  for  the  lati- 
tude during  this  expedition,  but  this  fortunately 
happened  to  be  at  a  confpicuous  ftation,  from 
whence  they  were  able  to  corredl  the  mensura- 
tion of  the  whole  of  their  furvey,  which  other- 
wiie   muft    have  been  liable   to   material    error 
from  the  very   inclement  weather  they  had  ex- 
perienced. 

From  this  point  the  fliorcs,  which  were  in- 
dented into  fmall  coves,  took  a  S.  S.W.  dircdlion, 
about  eight  miles  to  the  north-weft  point  of  en- 
trance into  port  Etches ;  which  Mr.  Johnftone 
had  my  diredions  to  vifit  if  circumftanccs  would 

permit 
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permit  him  fo  to  do,  in  the  hope  of  his  being 
able  to  acquire  fomc  geographical  information 
from  the  Ruffians  eftabhlhed  in  that  place,  whofc 
habitation  in  the  morning  of  the  7  th  they  found 
fituated  in  the  north- weft  part  of  that  port.  Here 
they  were  received  by  the  principal  perfon,  Mr. 
Peter  Colomence,  with  every  mark  of  polite  cor 
diality  that  might  have  been  expedied  from  a 
perfon  in  his  fituation,  and  intrufted  with  the 
diredlion  of  an  cxtenfivc  commmercial  cftablifn- 
ment.  Mr.  Colomenee  inftantly  conduced  the 
party  to  the  Ruffian  refidence,  which  in  nioft  rc- 
fpeds  rcfembled  that  which  I  had  vifited  in 
Cook's  inlet,  though  on  a  fmaller  fcule.  Tliis 
however  was  better  defended,  as  a  galliot  of  about 
feventy  tons  burthen  was  hauled  on  fliorc,  placed 
cred,  and  formed  nearly  one  fide  of  the  fquarc, 
within  which  their  houfes  were  built;  the  whole 
of  which  it  overlooked,  and  commanded  the  ad- 
jacent country,  which  is  a  low  narrow  peninfula, 
to  a  confiderable  diftance  round.  On  board  this 
veflel  fomc  Ruffians  well  armed  conftantly  refid- 
cd,  and  on  her  decks  fome  fwivel  and  carriage 
guns  were  mounted  ;  and  three  of  the  latter 
were  alfo  feen  at  the  entrance  of  the  large  com- 
mon dwelling-houfe.  Here  they  were  leated  to 
breakfaft,  confifting  of  boiled  feals'  flclh,  train  oil, 
and  a  few  boiled  eggs,  ferved  up  with  a  degree  of 
Dcatnefs  correfpondent  to  the  delicacy  of  the  ar- 
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tides  of  which  the  rcpaft  was  compofed.  The 
fkin  and  moft  of  the  hair  were  ftill  adhering  to 
the  flclh  of  the  feal,  and  the  other  articles  not 
being  very  inviting  to  perfons  accuftomed  to  a 
different  diet,  Mr.  Johnftone  begged  leave  to  add 
their  portion  of  chocolate,  beef  and  bread,  to  the 
breakfaft,  which  was  readily  admitted,  and  to 
which  their  Ruffian  hoft  did  ample  juftice. 

Mr.  Johnftone  obferved,  that  there  were  only 
a  few  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  fet- 
tlement,  but  is  of  opinion  tha^  they  have  a  con- 
fiderable  village  at  the  head  of  the  port.  The 
Ruffians  were  faid  to  amount  to  an  hundred, 
who,  with  thofe  eftablifhed  in  the  upper  parts  of 
Cook's  inlet,  under  Mr.  ZikotF,  were  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  one  particulcir  company  of  merchants, 
diftindt  from  thofe  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Berrenoff,  who  they  now  underftood  refided, 
chiefly  at  the  Kodiak;  that  his  party  extended 
their  traffic  principally  along  the  exterior  coaft 
of  the  peninfula,  towards  Montagu  illand  ;  that 
the  accounts  of  the  eftabliffiment  under  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Berrenoff  in  Blying  found  were 
correal ;  and  that  the  Englifliman's  name  who 
was  employed  there  in  building  a  ihip,  was 
Shields, 

From  the  refult  of  Mr.  Johnftone's  inquiries, 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  Ruffians  had  formed 
any  eftablilliment  to  the  eallward  of  this  llation, 
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but  that  their  boats  make  excuiTions  along  the 
exterior  coail  as  far  as  cape  Suckling,  and  their 
gaUots  much  further.  In  one  of  thefe  expedi- 
tions a  ferious  difpute  had  lately  arifcn  with  the 
natives  of  VdmiraiLy  bay;  but  the  particulars 
could  not  be  learned.  On  Mr.  Johnftone's  in- 
quiring for  the  chart  of  the  Rufiian  difcoverics 
in  thefe  regions,  he  found  that  Mr.  Colomenee 
had  no  fuch  thing  in  his  poffeiTion  ;  but  he  un- 
derftood  that  Mr.  Smyloff,  who  commanded  the 
galiot,  was  well  informed,  and  Mr.  Colomenee 
believed  that  he  pofieflcd  feme  documents  that 
would  have  afforded  Mr.  Johnftone  much  fatis- 
fadion,  had  not  that  gentleman  been  abfent  on 
an  cxcurfion,  by  which  means  little  interefting 
information  could  be  obtained  by  this  vifit;  not 
however  refulting  from  an  improper  mode  of  di- 
rcding  the  inquiries  on  the  oije  part,  or  a  difm- 
clination  to  communicate  on  the  other ;  but  from 
the  infurmountablc  impediment  which  had  fo 
conftantly  attended  on  all  our  inquiries,  from  the 
want  of  a  common  language,  by  which  we  might 
have  been  enabled  to  comprehend  each  other's 
meaning. 

During  the  day  the  weather  was  fair,  but  as 
the  wind  blew  a  {Irong  gale  from  the  weftward, 
againft  which  the  boats  could  have  made  very 
little  if  any  progrefs,  Mr.  Johnflone  was  induced 
to  prolong  his  itay  until  the  evening,  at  which 
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time  tbcfc  Avincls  generally  fubfide.  After  din- 
ner, to  lliew  the  lenfe  he  entertained  of  Mr.  Co- 
loniencc'b  cordial  and  attentive  reception,  and  in 
return  for  the  fervices  our  party  had  received 
from  the  Ruffians  at  the  India  viJhee,  Mr.  John- 
ilonc  prefented  their  hofpitable  hoft  with  the  few 
articles  of  traffic,  and  the  fmall  Hock  of  provi- 
fions  they  had  remaining,  amongft  which  was 
about  half  a  gallon  of  rum.  This  appeared  to 
be  by  far  the  moft  acceptable  part  of  the  whole  ; 
and  Mr.  Colonv^nee  faid,  it  was  a  >!;reat  Icncth  of 
time  fince  he  had  poffcired  fuch  a  quantity  of 
fpirituous  liquor;  indeed,  the  immediate  and  in- 
temperate uf^"  he  made  of  it,  foon  proved  it  to 
be  a  fortunate  circumftance  that  his  fituation 
precluded  him  the  indulgence  of  fuch  luxuries. 
The  inordinate  defire  in  the  lower  clafTes  of  thefe 
people  for  fpirituous  liquors  is  a  notorious  fa 61:, 
and  had  been  often  exhibited  in  our  fliort  inter- 
courfe  with  thofe  whom  we  had  met  with  in  this 
country  ;  but  our  gentlemen  could  not  avoid 
being  greatly  hurt  that  a  foreigner,  capable  of 
conduding  himfelf  in  a  manner  that  bcfpokc 
him  worthy  of  a  fuperior  ftation,  Ihould  have  lb 
little  efteem  for  himlelf,  as  to  fall  into  the  ge- 
neral errui" ;  cfpecially  as  he  w  as  a  man  advanced 
in  years,  and  whole  previous  deportment  had  very 
juftly  intitled  him  to  their  refped :  be  became 
in  an  inilant  an  objed  of  their  pity,  and  they 

were 
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were  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  their  leave, 
whilll  he  was  fo  Intoxicated  as  to  be  nearly  in  a 
ftatc  of  inrcnfibility. 

The  wind,  as  had  been  expciftcd,  fubfided 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  and  the  night  was 
employed  in  rowing  acro/s  the  found;  in  the 
morning  the  cahii  was  fucceded  by  a  northerly 
wind  with  pleafant  weather,  whieh  brought 
them  baek  to  the  veflcis,  as  has  been  already 
ilated. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  the  8th,  a  party 
of  about  twenty  Ruffians  vifited  the  fiiios  from 
port  Etches,  in  one  of  their  large  Ikin  canoes, 
conduded  by  the  fame  perfon  who  had  been  the 
leader  of  the  party  that  had  vifited  us  amon'rft 
the  ICC  in  the  upper  part  of  Cook's  inlet.  I  un- 
dcrftood  from  him,  that  on  his  quitting  the  fliip 
they  had  proceeded  up  Turnagain  arm,  and  from 
thence  had  croffed  the  ifthmus;  bv  land  and  <^onc 
to  port  Etches,  where  he  had  remained  ever 
fince.  He  alfo  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  Mr. 
Colomcncc  would  be  with  us  in  the  mornin<>-, 
which  took  place  agreeably  to  his  information  ; 
and  with,  him  came  Mr.  Ballufian,  who  brought 
the  chart  he  had  gone  in  qucft  of,  and  very  po- 
litely allowed  me  to  copy  it. 

pjy  tb-e  fuperfcription  of  this  chart,  it  appeared 
to  have  been  executed  in  the  years  1  ']^s^  and 
i;90,  but   wc  were   unable  to  underftand  any 
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thing  further  of  what  was  contained  in  Its  title, 
which  was  rather  diltufc,  and  appeared  to  be  as 
unintelligible  to  the  Ruffians  as  to  ourfclvcs;  for 
they  either  could  not,  or  would  not  read  it  over, 
nor  did  they  inform  us  under  what  authority  the 
chart  had  been  conltruCled.     The  extent  which 
it  comprehended  vvas,  on  the  Afiatic  Ihore,  in- 
cluding the  fea  of  OchotlTv,  from  50  to  03  de- 
grees of  north  latitude  ;  the  American  coafr  and 
illands  caftward  on  the   north   Pacific  to  Crofs 
found,  and  northward  to  flioal  Nefs.     On  com- 
paring this  chart  with  fuch  parts  of  the  American 
coaft  as  had  been  furvcyed  by  Captain  Cook,  or 
feen  by  ourfclves,  though  it  had  not  any  great 
apparent  preteniions  to  accuracy,  yet  it  was  fa- 
tisfad:ory  in   certain  particulars,  with  refpcd:  to 
which  we  had  entertained  fomc  doubts ;  efpe- 
cially   with  regard  to  the  coaft  lying  between 
cape  Trinity  and  point  Banks,  which  was  rcpre- 
fented   in  this   chart  as   an  cxtcnfivc   group  of 
illands  under  the  denomination  of  Kodiak.  The 
largefl  of  thefe  extends  from  cape  Trinity  to  cape 
Grcville,  where  a  fcparation  takes  place  between 
it  and  the  land   to  the  weftward  of  St.  Hermo- 
genes  illand,  which  land  the  Ruffians  call  Fog- 
niak  ;  and  forms  with  the  land  to  the  fouthward 
what  Captain  Cook  called  Whitfuntidc  bay,  but 
which  is  a  paflagc  leading  weftward  into  thole 
ftralts  that  feparate  the  Kodiak  from  the  conti- 
nent, 
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iient,  to  the  fbutb- weft  ward  of  cape  Douglas. 
Thcfe  ftralts  are  delineated  as  being  in  general 
upwards  often  leagues  wide,  free  from  interrup- 
tion ;  the  land  about  cape  Trinity  forming  their 
fouth-weft  point  oi  entrance.  The  parts  thus 
defcribcd,  that  had  not  been  fecn  by  us,  I  have 
incorporated  into  our  charts,  but  I  cannot  take 
upon  me  to  be  anfwcrable  in  any  refpccl  for  their 
accuracy.  This  furvey  in  many  particulars 
varies  very  materially  from  that  publiflicd  by  Mr. 
Meares. 

The  inclemency  of  the  weather  having  pre- 
vented Mr.  Johnftoncfrom  examinincr  the  cxte- 
rior  coaft,  and  having  greatly  delayed  our  bufincfs, 
efpecially  in  the  carpenters'  department,  Mr.  Pa- 
get received  my  orders  to  proceed  with  the  Chat- 
ham, and  to  continue  the  furvey  of  the  conti- 
nental fliorc  to  port  Mulgrave,  where  I  dircded 
him  to  remain  until  the  111  of  July  ;  but  in  the 
event  of  my  not  having  arrived  there  before  that 
time,  he  was  then  to  proceed  to  Crofs  found, 
with  further  inftrudions  for  his  irovcrnment. 
On  this  fervice  the  Chatham  departed  the  next 
morning,  Wcdncfday  the  11th,  as  did  our  Ruf- 
fian friends,  to  v\hom  I  prefented  an  ailbrtment 
of  fuch  articles  as  in  their  eftimation  was  moft 
valuable  and  ufeful,  confifting  of  culinary  uten- 
fils,  iron,  fteel,  copper,  axes,  &c.  Avith  fome  falted 
provifions,  bread  Hour,  rum,  and  tobacco,  all  of 
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which  were  accepted   with   tcllimonics  of  the 
moft  grateful  fatlstacfbion. 

The  cutter  that  had  attended  Mr.  Johnflone 
being  now  at  leifure,  I  employed  the  three  fol- 
lowing days  in  taking  a  ilvctch  of  the  harbour, 
and  its  adjacent  fhorcs.  During  this  interval  the 
bowfprit  was  got  in,  and  the  Ihip  in  all  other 
refpedls  made  ready  for  fea  the  inllant  the  other 
boat  party  Ihould  return. 

About  noon  on  Sunday  the  15th,  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  arrived,  having  completed  the  tafk  allotted 
to  his  labours,  fo  that  by  the  joint  exertions  of 
the  two  parties,  the  fnrvcy  of  this  fpacious  inlet 
had  been  fully  accompliihcd. 

In  his  pallage  towards  the  fouth-wcft  point  of 
the  found,  Mr.  Whidbcy  vifjtcd  two  bays  on  the 
fhores  of  Montagu  idand,  one  named  by   Mr. 
Portlock  Hunnings's   bay,  the  other  M'Leod's 
harbour.     The  anchorage  in  thefe  he  rcprcfents 
as  being  very   much   expofcd,  and  conllituting 
nothing  more  than  Hopping  places  in  navigating 
this  channel.     I'he  points  of  both  ought  not  to 
be   approached   too  near,  as   lurking  rocks    are 
fituated  at  Tome  dillancc  from  them.    In  croffing 
from  Montagu  ifland  to   the  fouth-weft  point  of 
the  found,  much  broken  land  was  palled,  and 
confidercd  to  be  a  clulter  of  hiiz;h  ruii'jed  illauds. 
This  conjedure  was  afterwards  found  to  be  well 
formed,  as  alfo  that  the  point  to  which  I  have 
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given  the  name  of  Cape  Puget,  was  on  the 
main  land  of  the  peninfula.  This  cape  is  fitu- 
atcd  in  latitude  50"  55',  longitude  2 12"  97,  and 
forms  the  weft  point  of  a  branch  of  the  found 
leading  to  tlic  northward  ;  which  I  named  Port 
Bainbridge.  Its  oppofitc  point,  which  I  call 
Point  Elrington,  is  the  fouth-wcllernmoft 
part  of  the  above  high  rugged  cluftcr  of  iflands, 
lying  from  it  eaft,  five  miles  diftant.  This  is  a 
high,  flccp,  barren  promontory  of  fmall  extent, 
conneded  to  the  illand  near  it  by  a  narrow  ifth- 
nius,  which  at  that  time  was  covered  wdth  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  fea  fowl.  On  the  fame  fide  of 
the  port,  in  a .  N.  N.  W.  diredion,  about  five 
miles  from  point  F.irington,  is  Point  Pyke, 
rendered  remarkable  by  its  fugar- loaf  form.  Be- 
tween thefe  points  are  fome  bays,  and  a  large 
opening  leading  to  the  north-eaft,  with  many 
rocks  about  the  lliores  juft  above  w;ater;  but  the 
oppofitc  or  wcftern  fide  of  the  port  is  compad:, 
although  fomewhat  indented  w^ith  fmall  bays 
and  coves.  To  the  north  of  point  Pyke  is  a  to- 
lerably well  flicltered  bay,  furrounded  on  all  fides 
by  lofty  abrupt  fnovvy  mountains ;  and  to  the 
north  of  this  was  a  fecond  bay,  and  a  narrow 
opening  leading  to  the  north-eaft.  The  furvcy 
was  continued  on  the  wcllern  fliorc,  in  a  channel 
in  a  northerly  dircdion,  and  between  two  and 
three  miles  wide.   On  the  28th  of  May  the  party 
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refted  in  a  fmall  cove ;  the  night  as  well  as  the 
day  was  extremely  unpleaflmt,  the  wind  having 
conftantly  blown  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  N.N.E. 
with  cold  rainy  weather.  The  next  morning  a 
great  fwcll  rolled  from  the  ocean  up  the  port, 
which  terminated  fix  miles  from  their  Idd  flecp- 
ing  place  in  the  latitude  of  60'  ]  3^\  longitude 
312*^  12i',  by  a  fmall  trad  of  low  land;  off 
which,  as  well  as  its  vvcftern  fliore,  lie  fome  rocks 
and  roclcy  iHcts.  On  thcfe,  although  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  eighteen  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the 
port,  and  the  wind  blowing  nearly  in  a  direct  line 
down  the  channel,  the  fca  broke  with  fuch  vio- 
lence as  rendered  landing  dangerous.  Here  they 
were  met  by  a  folitary  Indian,  who  accompanied 
them  back  along  the  caflern  fide  of  port  Bain- 
bridirc.  This  lliore  was  f  )und  to  be  comnaCl, 
until  they  reached  the  nortli  point  of  the  narrow 
openintr  before  r.oticed,  which  I  have  called 
Point  Waters,  lying  in  a  dircdion  from  the 
head  of  the  port  S.  ]  5  E.  diftant  eight  miles, 
having  fbme  rocks  and  breakers  before  it.  Tliefe 
they  palled,  and  C(;ntlnucd  their  refearches  up 
the  opening  which  took  a  diredion  N.  50  E. ; 
where,  having  advanced  about  five  miles,  the 
turbulcncy  of  the  vseather  obliged  them  to  feek 
fome  fecurc  retreat,  and  on  reaching  a  fmall  in- 
different cove  on   the  northern  fide,  i.l»i"  party 
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one  fmall  tent,  and  make  a  fir  .     The  violence 
of  the  ftorm   here  was  equal  to  what  was  expe- 
rienced by  Mr.  Johnftone  and  his  party.     It  de- 
tained Mr.  Whidbcy  until  the  ift  of  June,  but 
its  greateft  force  during  his  excurfion  was  about 
noon  on  tlie  preceding  day,  when  a  very  heavy 
guft  brought  down  from  a  confidcrable  height 
on  the  fide  of  the  mountains,  which  are  ftecp  to 
the  water's  edge,  an  immenfe  mafs  of  earth,  trees, 
and  frozen  fnow.     This  was  attended  by  a  moft 
tremendous  noifc,  and   took  place  at  a  diftance 
not  exceeding   an   hundred  yards  from  the  fpot 
where  the  whole  party  was  alTemblcd.     It  was 
whilft  they  were  detained  here   that  the  accident 
had  happened,  which  in  a  great  meafure  had  oc- 
cafioned  Mr.  Wliidbey's  former  return. 

Conceiving,  from   the  dire(!:Hon  of  this  open- 
ing,  that   it  feparated   the    broken  land  before 
mentioned  from  the  main  land,  and  that  it  com- 
municated w  ith  the  found  to  the  north-eaftward, 
Mr.  Whidbey  continued  his  courfe  in  that  direc- 
tion, accompanied  by  the  Indian  who  had  been 
their  gueft  during    he  (lormy  weather  ;  and  hiv- 
ing proceeded  about  fix   miles   further,  nearly  in 
the   line   before    dcfcribed,   they   arrived  in  the 
found.     The  channel   through  which  they  had 
thus  paiTed,  was  in  moft  parts  fomething  lefs 
than  a  mile  wide ;  it  is  about  1 1  miles  in  length, 
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there  arc  fcveral   funkcn   rocks  in   it ;    and  its 
iliorcr,  arc  comporcd  of  ftccp  rocky  mountains. 

In  the  evening  of  the  3d,   the  party  aixaiii 
reached    the   north-v*cft    point   of  this  paiTage, 
which,  after  Captain   Countcfs  of  the  navy,  ob- 
tained  tlic  name  of  Point   Countess;   it   is 
fituated  in  latitude  Go"  13^  lont!;itude  212"  30'^: 
this  forms  alio  the   fouth-call   point  of  an  arm 
leading  to  the  north- wcftward,   up   which  their 
cour(c  was  dircdcd  aloniL!;  the  larboard  or  conti- 
nental  (liorc,  palling  many  large  pieces  of  floating 
ice,  which  were  in  great  abundance  in  this  part 
of  the  found.     Two  miles  to  tlie   north- well  of 
this  point  they  reached  the   entrance  of  a  fmall 
opening  about  a  mile  in  width,  that  took  a  fouth- 
crly  dircclion,   where  they  reftcd  for  the   night. 
Early  the  next    morning   they  again   proceeded 
with  thick  rainy  weather,  and  found  tliis  opening 
to   be   comp(3fed   of  two  bays,   that   terminated 
about  a  Ieaiz;uc  within  its  entrance.     From  hence 
they  llcered   to  the   N.  N.  W.  pafifmg  a  bay  on 
the  wcilern  fliorc  about  a  league  wide,  and  about 
four  miles  and  a  half  deep,  terminated  by  a  corn- 
pad:  body  of  ice  that  defccnded  from  high  per- 
pendicular clitls  to  the  water  fide,  and  furround- 
cd  by  a  country  compofed   of  Itupendous  lofty 
mountains   covered   with   fnow.     By   this  time 
Mr.  Whldbey  had  advanced  as  far  on  the  weftern 
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fide  of  the  found  as  to  be  oppofitc  to  the  anchor- 
age of  the  vefTels,  about  nine  leagues  diflant  In 
nearly  an  eaft  and  weft  diredion.     This  fp..cc  is 
occupied  by  land  much  broken,  through  which, 
befides  an  opening  then  before  them  leading  to 
the  north-eaft,  there  were  two  others  that  they 
had  paiTcd  by  leading  to  the  northward.     From 
the  Rorth  of  this  icy  bay  the  continental  Ihorc 
ftretched  N.  30  W.  about  fix  miles  up  a  fmall 
branch,  which  there  turned  fliort  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  terminated  about  a  league  further  in 
a  circular  bafon,   full  of  rocks,   fome  above  and 
others  beneath  the  furface  of  the  water.     From 
this  bafon  the  party  returned  along  the  northern 
ihorc,  which  led  them  to  a  point,  in  the  opening 
laft  mentioned,  extending  to  the  north-eaft,  in 
latitude  Oo°  20',  longitude  212°  2()^     This  paf- 
fage,  which  may  be  confidercd   as  commencing 
at  the  north  point  of  Icy  bay,  is  there  about  two 
miles  wide,  and  was  found  to  extend  in  a  direc- 
tion N.  42  E.  for  nine  miles  and  a  half,  where  it 
communicated  with  the  moft  wcftern  of  the 
other  two  openings  before  alluded  to,  making 
the  land  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  this  paiTage  (which 
from  the  great  number  of  rocks  in  it  is  navigable 
only  for  boats  and  canoes)  an  ifland  about  three 
leagues  and  a  half  long.     On  the  weftern  fide  of 
this  are  two  fmall  branches,  each  about  a  mile 
wide,  and  four  miles  long,  lying  in  a  north-weft 
Vol.  V.  X  dircfflion, 
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d'n:e6lIon,  in  which  were  alfo  an  immenfc  num- 
ber of  rocks.  The  fhores  ot  the  main  land  con- 
tinued in  the  dircdion  of  the  paflage,  about  a 
league  and  a  halt  beyond  the  moft  northern  of 
the/e  branches,  to  a  point  from  whence  the  con- 
tinental Ihore  took  a  dircdlion  N.  2/  W. ;  this 
point  obtained  the  name  of  Point  Nowell, 
and  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  60°  27^,  longitude  212° 
42l\  They  quitted  this  about  noon  on  the  5th; 
and  after  having  advanced  about  eleven  miles 
along  a  very  rocky  coaft,  with  fomc  illets  lying 
off  from  it,  the  party  arrived  at  the  fouth  point 
of  entrance  into  an  opening  on  the  mainland; 
its  oppofite  point  lying  in  the  above  dirc6lion 
about  two  miles  further :  the  ihores  that  were 
thus  traverfed  broke  into  fmall  bays,  lined  by  in- 
numerable rocks,  and  expoied  to  the  whole  range 
of  the  north-eaft  fwell  in  the  'bund,  from  which 
quarter  a  very  heavy  fea  broke  with  great  vio- 
lence, and  rendered  its  navigation,  even  for  boats, 
highly  dangerous. 

This  opening  confided  of  three  fmall  branches, 
two  of  them  taking  a  foutherly,  and  the  third  a 
north- wefterly  courfe.  Haying  afcertained  the 
extent  of  this  opening,  the  coaft  was  found  to 
ftretch  from  it  nearly  north,  rounding  a  little  to 
the  caftysard,  to  a  point  that  has  received  the 
name  of  Point  Culuoss,  fituatcd  in  latitude 
00°  -i^,  and  longitude  212°  32',   and  paffing  an 
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ifland  about  a  league  trom  the  fliorc,  abuut  fuui 
miles  long,  in  a  north-weft  diredion.  This  point 
formed  the  fouth-weft  point  of  an  opening  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  wide,  taking  a  diredion  N. 
30  W.  ;  but  as  they  advanced   between  thefe 
points  of  entrance,  the  opening  divided  into  two 
^;ery  cxtenfive  branches,    one    taking   nearly   a 
northerly,  the  other  a  weflerly  courle ;  the  lat- 
ter firft  claimed  the  attention  of  the  party.  Along 
its  fouthern  fhore,  about  four  miles  and  a  half 
from  point  Culrofs,  they  came  to  a  bay  about  a 
league  and  a  half  wide,  and  about  three  miles 
deep,  in  a  fouth  diredion,  where  it  was  termi- 
nated by  a  fimilar  boundary  of  ice  and  frozen  fnow 
as  before  defcribed,  reaching  from  a  compad  body 
of  lofty  frozen  mountains  to  the  water's  edge. 
Here  it  was  fmgular  that  the  fhores  between  thefe 
icy  bays   were  moftly  compofed  of  a  border  of 
very  low  land,  well  wooded  with  trees  of  the 
pine  and  alder  tribes,  ftretching  from  the  bafc  of 
ftupendous  mountains  into  the  lea.     At  the  weft 
point  of  this  bay,   which  I  have  called  Point 
Cochrane,  they  took  up  their  night's  abode, 
and  found  it  to  form  the  fouth  point  of  a  branch 
leading  to  the  weftward,  and  lying  in  a  diredion 
from  point  Culrofs  N.  7/  W.  at  the  diftance  of 
eight  miles ;  the  oppofite,  or  north  point  of  en- 
trance, lying  N.N.E.  half  a  league  diftant.  This 
branch,  on  the  morning  of  the  /th,  was  found 
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divided  into  two ;  the  firlt  about  two  miles  wide, 
took  a  direction  from  point  Cochrane,  S.  68  W. 
two  leagues  and  a  halt";  the  other  extended  from 
the  fame  Nation  weft  13  miles,  and  then  termi- 
nated in  a  diiedion  S.  33  W.  about  four  miles 
ftirthcr ;  its  general  width  from  half  a  league  to 
two  miles  and  an  half.  Although  Mr.  Whidbey 
had  every  reafon  to  prefume  that  his  examina- 
tion had  hitherto  been  directed  along  the  conti- 
nental fhore,  yet  from  the  very  extraordinary 
manner  in  which  vve  had  found  the  coaft  of 
North  Weft  America  divided,  he  could  not  help 
entertaining  fome  doubts,  until  he  arrived  at  the 
nurth-wcft  extremity  of  this  branch,  fjtuated  in 
latitude  fio°  -18",  longitude  21 1^  52'.  Here  they 
had  approached  within  twelve  miles  in  a  direc- 
tion S.  Oo  W.  of  the  fpot  where  Mr.  Whidbey 
had  ended  his  examination  of  Turnagain  arm. 
The  intermediate  fpace  was  the  ifthmus  fo  fre- 
quently alluded  to  before,  on  either  fide  of  which 
the  country  was  compofed  of  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  lofty,  barren,  impailable  mountains, 
enveloped  in  perpetual  fnow ;  but  the  ifthmus 
itfelf  was  a  valley  of  fome  breadth,  which,  though 
it  contained  elevated  land,  was  very  free  from 
fnow,  and  appeared  to  be  perfedly  eafy  of  acccfs; 
a  little  to  the  eaftward  of  this  valley,  a  rapid 
ftream  of  iVelli  water  rulhed  down  a  gully  in  the 
lofty  mountains,  and  found  its   way  to  the  fea 
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through  a  margin  of  low  land  extending  from 
thebafeofthc  mountains,  and  producing  pine 
trees,  cranberries,  and  a  few  other  flirubs.  On 
the  weftern  point  of  entrance  into  this  brook  was 
a  fmall  houfe,  about  five  feet  high,  and  eight  feet 
fquare,  covered  in  with  bark,  not  built  after  the 
Indian,  but  evidently  conftruded  after  the  Ruf- 
fian manner ;  formed  by  logs  of  timber,  and 
made  tight  by  the  vacancies  being  filled  up  with 
mofs  and  clay ;  the  bottom  was  ftrewed  over 
with  clean  dried  grafs,  and  appeared  not  only  to 
have  been  recently  inhabited,  but  to  be  a  place 
of  frequent  refort. 

This  houfe,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the 
country,  removed  every  doubt  of  their  fituation 
being  then  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  that  pafs,  by 
which  the  Ruffians  maintain  a  commuiiication 
between  their  fettlements  in  thefe  two  cxtcnfive 
inlets.  Mr.  Whidbev,  however,  for  his  further 
fatisfacflion,  was  very  defirous  of  finding  the  road 
or  path  by  which  the  intercourfe  was  cairicd  on  ; 
and  although  he  was  unfuccefsful  in  afccrtaining 
this,  yet  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any  par- 
ticular track  was  necefi^ary,  as  the  valley  has  a 
tolerably  even  furface,  was  nearly  defi;ilute  of  any 
vegetable  productions,  and  was  equally  paifable 
in  all  diredions.  Its  fituation  and  charadcr  cor- 
refponded  alfo  with  the  defcription  of  it  ^jvcn  by 
the  Ruffians,  and  Mr.   Whidbey's  meniuration 
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agreed  nearly  with  the  dillancc  acrofs  as  Hated 
by  them,  namely,  about  fixteen  verfts.  Coin- 
cidences fo  conclufive  were  confidercd  by  him  as 
fufficiently  fatisfadory,  w  ithout  croffing  the  illh- 
mus  tor  more  fully  determining  the  point  in  quef- 
tion,  which  w^as  now  placed  beyond  all  doubt; 
nor  could  it  be  neceflary  for  attaining  the  prin- 
cipal objeft  of  our  voyage,  that  a  more  minute 
examination  lliould  be  made  of  this  ifthmus,  or 
of  the  (liores  of  the  intervening  peninfula  between 
Cook's  inlet  and  Prince  William's  found. 

This  branch  received  the  name  of  Passage 
Channel;  and  the  party  having  finifhcd  thcirne- 
celTary  obfervations,  dined  by  the  fide  of  the  above 
brook.  Part  of  their  rcpall  confifted  of  two  por- 
cupines, which  were  reprefcnted  to  refcmble  rab- 
bits in  taile.  Here  they  alfo  fhot  a  third,  but  its 
effluvia  was  fo  intolerably  ofFenfive  that  no  ufc 
could  be  made  of  it ;  the  largeft  of  the  three 
weighed  about  25lb. ;  fuch  of  their  quills  as  were 
hard,  and  in  a  perfedl  ftate,  did  not  exceed  fix 
inches  in  length,  although  they  had  others  much 
longer,  but  thefe  were  foft  and  of  no  ftrength. 

In  their  way  up  Palfage  channel,  the  progrefs 
of  the  party  bad  been  much  retarded  by  a  flrong 
weflerly  wind,  and  they  had  no  fooncr  fat  out 
on  their  return  than  the  wind  fliifted,  and  blew 
equally  flrong  from  the  call  ward,  which  obliged 
them  to  be  continually  rowing  until  ten  at  night 
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before  they  reached  the  entrance;  here  they  rcfted 
for  the  night  in  a  fmall  bay,  about  ha!.i"  a  league 
to  the  north  of  the  north  point  of  entrance  into 
the  channel,  which  1  have  called  Poiat  Pi  got, 
after  one  of  the  young  gentlemen  who  generally 
attended  Mr.  Whidbey  on  thefe  excurfions  ;  it  is 
fituatcd  in  latitude  Oo"  47 i\  longitude  212"  lO^'. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  examina- 
tion  of  the  continental  fliore  was  rcfumed  ;  it 
forms  the  weflcrn  fide  of  the  northern  branch  of 
this  arm  before  alluded  to,  and  which  in  a  dircc- 
N.  30  E.  is  about  four  miles   wide.     The  conti- 
nental fide  of  this  branch  is  compofcd  of  a  flu- 
pendous  range  of  fnowy  mountains,  from  whofc 
bafe  low  proje6ling  land  extends,  jutting  out  into 
points,  and  forming  the  fliores,  which  were  thin- 
ly w^ooded  with  dwarf  pines  and  fruntcd  alders* 
At  one  of  the  points  where  tlie  party  had  oc- 
cafion  to  land,  a  fcpulchre  was  diicovcred  ;  Mr. 
Whidbey,  in  the  courfc  of  this  excurfion  had  ob- 
fcrved  fimilar  monuments  before,  but  they  were 
all  fo  old,  decayed,  and  mutilated,  that  it  was 
not  an  cafy  matter  to  determine  cxadiy  for  what 
fpccific  purpofc  tlicv  had  been  originally  intend- 
ed ;  but  it  was  now  proved  that  their  conjeclurcs 
had  been  rightly  formed.     This   tomb  being  of 
more  recent  date,  Mr.  Whidbey  had  it  examined  ; 
a  hole  was  found  dug  about  a  foot  deep,  five  feet 
long,  and  four  feet  wide  ;  at  the  bottom    were 
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feme  thin  planks,  and  acrofs  them,  nearly  in  the 
middle  of  the  grave,  two  pieces  of  wood  were 
placed  about  a  foot  afundcr,  and  about  nine 
inches  thick,  between  which  were  dcpofited  the^ 
remains  of  a  dead  body,  rolled  up  in  a  feal  fkin, 
and  carefully  tied  w  ith  thongs  of  the  fame  ma- 
terial. Thefe  remains  confided  of  fome  aflies 
and  calcined  bones,  which  were  concluded  to  be 
human  ;  and  as  all  the  parts  of  the  grave  fliewed 
evident  figns  of  the  adion  of  fire,  it  is  natural  to 
infer,  that  confuming  their  dead  by  fire  is  the 
practice  of  the  inhabitants.  The  relids  thus  dc- 
pofited were  covered  over  with  another  plank, 
over  which  were  flrewed  flones,  mofs,  and  fome 
old  broken  paddles.  The  direction  of  the  grave 
was  nearly  north  and  fouth,  with  a  fmall  pole 
about  eight  feet  long  eredled  at  its  fouth  end. 
The  curiofity  of  the  party  having  been  thus  fa- 
tisficd,  every  thing  was  reftored  to  its  former 
ftate,  and  they  proceeded  towards  another  low 
projediing  point  flill  on  the  larboard  or  continen- 
tal fhore,  in  a  direction  N.  03  E.  from  this  fpot, 
and  at  the  dlflancc  of  three  miles.  Between 
thefe  points  a  bay  is  formed,  about  a  league  and 
a  half  deep  towards  the  N.  N.  W.,  in  which  were 
fcen  fevcral  fhoals  and  much  ice ;  the  termina- 
tion of  this  bay  is  bounded  by  a  continuation  of 
the  above  range  of  lofty  mountains.  On  this  fe- 
cond  low  projedlng  point,  which  Mr.  Whidbcy 
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called  Point  Pakenham,  the  latitude  was  ob- 
ferved   to  be  Qo°  5Qu',    its  longitude  212"  2g'. 
The  width  of  the  arm  at  this  ftation  was  reduced 
to  two  miles,  in  which  were  fevcral  half  con-? 
cealed  rocks,    and   much  floating  ice,  through 
which  they  purfucd  their  examination,  to  a  point 
at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  along  the  wcllern 
(hore,  which  ftill  continued  to  be  compact,  ex- 
tending N.  30  E ;  in  this  dirediion  they  met  fuch 
innumerable   huge   bodies   of  ice,  fome   afloat, 
others  lying  on  the  ground  near  the  fhore  in  ten 
or  twelve  fathoms  watei,  as  rendered  their  fur- 
ther progrefs  up  the  branch  rafli,  and  highly  dan- 
gerous.   This  was  however,  very  fortunately,  aa 
objedl  of  no  moment,  fmce  before  their  return 
they  had  obtained  a  diftinci  view  of  its  termina- 
tion about  two  leagues  further  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion, by  a  firm  and  compati:i  body  of  ice  reaching 
from  fide  to  fide,  and  greatly  above  the  level  of 
thefea;  behind  which  extended  the  continua- 
tion of  the  fame  range  of  lofty  mountains,  whole 
fummits  feemed  to  be  higher  than  any  that  had 
yet  been  fecn  on  the  coalt. 

Whilfl:  at  dinner  in  this  htuation  thev  frc- 
quently  heard  a  very  loud  rumbling  noiic,  not 
unlike  loud,  but  diftant  thunder  ;  limilar  founds 
had  often  been  heard  when  the  piirty  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  large  bodies  of  ice,  but  they 
}»ad  not  bclore  been  able  to  trace  tlie  caule.  Tli.'!y 
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now  found  the  nolfe  to  originate  from  immcnfc 
ponderous  fragments  of  ice,  breaking  off  from 
the  higher  parts  of  the  main  body,  and  falling  from 
a  very  confiderable  height,  which  In  one  inflance 
produced  fo  violent  a  lliock,  that  it  was  fen- 
libly  felt  by  the  whole  party,  although  the  ground 
on  which  they  were  was  at  lead  two  leagues 
from  the  fpot  where  the  fall  of  ice  had  taken 
place.  Mr.  VVhIdbcy  obfcrvcd,  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  few  trees  that  this  dcfolatc  and  dreary 
region  produced,  had  been  much  fhattercd  by 
the  late  llormy  weather ;  fome  were  torn  up  by 
the  roots,  others  bent  to  the  ground,  and  fome 
had  their  heads  Intircly  broken  off.  After  dinner 
they  returned  down  this  branch  along  its  cailern 
fide,  which  like  the  oppofite  fliorc  is  firm  and 
compadl,  until  they  reached  a  narrow  opening 
lying  fouth,  four  miles  dillant  from  the  iccond 
low  projcding  point.  This  opening  led  them 
through  a  narrow  paifage,  in  f(jme  places  a  mile 
in  others  nt)t  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  and  in  an 
irregular  dlrcclion  about  S.  30  JC,  and  about 
three  leagues  long,  to  a  point  on  tlie  continent 
conimunicatliuc  with  the  found,  and  makint:;  the 
land  on  the  \\v.(t  iidt::  of  this  t-alfd-ji-e  an  Kland 
about  ten  miles  long,  and  four  miles  broad  ;  Its 
fouth  point  being  the  north-eull:  point  of  en- 
trance into  the  arm  Icadini!;  to  P.inaee  channel. 
Here  they  rcikd  for  the  night,  and  in  the  morrr- 
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ing  of  the  Qth  continued  their  inquiry  along  the 
iliores  of  the  continent,  which  took,  though  ir- 
rciiularly,  about  an  E.  N.  E.  diredion,  ten  miles 
to  the  fouth-weft  point  of  an  arm,  which  I  called 
Point    Pellew,    leading   to    the   northward, 
where  the  obfcrved  latitude  was   Oo^  51^  longi- 
tude 212°  57''.    The  fliorcs  that  compofc  tins  ex- 
tent of  coall  are  formed  by  a  low  border  of  land, 
extending  from  the  bafc  of  the  mountains,  muck 
indented  with  fmall  bay?,  and  at  high  tide  greatly 
interfc6tcd  by  water  ;  it  produces  a  few  dwarf 
trees,    and    other    inllgnificant    vegetable    pro- 
dudions ;  and  like  the  other  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent bordering  upon  the  found,  is  bounded  by 
fmall  iflands,  iflcts,  and   rocks,  extending    into 
the  found  as  far  as  they  were  able  to  difcern,  and 
which  rendered  the  progrcfs  of  tlic  boats  tedious 
and  intricate.     Here  they  were  vifitcd  by  a  fmall 
party  of  the  native  Indians,  who  conducted  thcm- 
felves  with  great  friendlincfs,  and  very  ci\ illy  in- 
vited our  gentlemen  to  tiicir  habitations,  which 
tl'.ey   pointed   out  to   be   not  ilir   off;  but   Mr. 
Whidbey's  objcd  leading  him  another  way,  they 
mutually  bade  each  other  iVirewcll,  and  as   our 
party  proceeded,  this  arm  was  found  to  take   a 
north  direction,   in  general  about  a  league  wide, 
and  to  ternfmatc  at  the  diilancc  of  about   lour 
lenffucs,  at  the  foot  n(  i\  coiitiiuiatlon  of  the  ran;rc 
of  lofty  moi!nt:iiiis  bcf.u'c  mentioned.      1'-.  ur^per 
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parts  were  much  incumbered  with  ice,  as  were 
both  the  caftcrn  and  weftern  fides  with  innu- 
merable rocks,  and  fome  iflets.  In  the  cvcaing 
they  reached  a  point,  which  lies  N.  83  E.,  at  the 
diftance  of  eight  miles  from  the  above  fouth-weft 
point  of  the  arm  they  had  quitted  ;  here  the  party 
refted  for  the  night.  About  two  the  next  morn- 
ing (the  1 0th)  their  repofe  was  difturbcd  by  four 
Indians,  w  ho  had  ftruck  a  large  halibut,  that  oc- 
cafioned  them  fome  trouble  to  fecure,  very  near 
the  place  of  their  lodging  ;  this  was  at  length 
very  dextcroufly  cffedcd,  and  the  interruption 
experienced  was  amply  compcnfatcd  by  the  fifh 
which  they  purchafed  of  the  Indians,  and  which 
afforded  the  party  fcvcral  good  and  acceptable 
meals. 

At  four  o'clock,  the  ufual  tin.e  of  moving, 
Mr.  Whidbey  proceeded  along  the  continental 
Ihore,  through  a  paifagc  half  a  league  wide, 
formed  by  the  lliores  ot"  the  main  and  an  ifland 
lying  along  it,  about  a  league  broad  and  feven 
miles  long,  in  a  dircc'tion  N.  E.  by  E.  Nearly 
in  the  middle  of  this  pafllige  is  a  bay  about  two' 
miles  wide,  and  ot'  the  fame  depth.  This  bay, 
which  has  its  northern  point  fituated  in  latitude 
Co"  5^uy  longitude  1' 1  3"  l]5',  is  the  welleru  ex- 
tent of  Sen  FidaUro's  refearches  in  this  found, 
and  was  named  bv  him  Puerto  Revilla  Gi^edo. 
To  the  eaflward  of  this  is  another  bay  of  ratlicr 
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larwr  dimenfions,  with  an  ifland  in  its  north -eaft 
corner.     It  is  a  circumftance  not  unworthy  of 
remark  in  thefe  bays,  fo  near  as  they  are  to  each 
other,  the  former  prefcnting  a  fouth-eiift,  the 
latter  a  fouthern  afped: ;  and  that  the  weftern- 
pnoft  lliould  be  nearly  free  from  ice,  whllft  the 
eafternmoft,  with  a  full  fouth  expofurc,  ftiould 
be  terminated  by  a  folid  body  of  compact  ele- 
vated ice,  fimilar  to  that  which  has  been  before 
defcribcd,  both  being  equally  bounded  at  no  great 
diftance  by  a  continuation  of  the  high  ridge  of 
fnowy  mountains ;  as  they  paffcd  the  eaftern  bay 
they  again  heard    the   thunder-like  noifc,    and 
found  that  it  had  been  produced  by  the  falling 
of  the  large  pieces  of  ice  that  appeared  to  have 
been  very  recently  Icparated  from  the  mafs  ex- 
tending in  vail:  abundance  acrofs  the  pafllige  to- 
wards the  north-eaft  point  of  the  ifland,  info- 
much  that  it  w^as  with  great  difficulty  the  boats 
could  efFed:  a  paflage.     By  noon  Mr.  Whidbey 
reached  the  weft  point  (called  by  me  Point 
Freemantle)  of  the  entrance  into  Puerto  de 
Valdes,  fo  named  by  Sen'  Fidalgo,  where  the 
latitude  was  obferved  to  be  Oo°  57',  longitude 
2 1 3^  34';  from  this  point  the  arm  or  port  abound- 
ing with  rocks  took  a  direction  N.  83  E,  for  12 
miles,  where  a  fmall  brook,  fuppiied  by  the  dif 
folving  of  the  ice  and  iliow  on  the  mountains 
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fiOvved  In^^  tlic  arm,  which  about  five  miles  from 
thence  termii>ated  iii  an  eallerly  direction,  in  la- 
titude (>!"  ;',  longitude  213=^  5(3'.  The  head  of 
this  branch  of  the  found  is  under  the  fame  pa- 
rallel, and  is  c.xpofed  exadly  to  the  fame  fouth- 
crly  afped,  as  that  in  which  the  party  had  beheld 
the  great  fall  of  ice  ;  and  although  thefe  confti- 
tute  the  northern  limits  of  the  found,  yet  in  this 
branch  no  ice  had  been  fecn,  notvvitftanding  it  is 
terminated  by  fliallow  water  at  its  bead,  and  is 
furrounded  by  fmiilar  fteep  frozen  mountains. 
The  full  icy  bay  they  met  with  w^as  open  to  the 
eall  and  S.  E.,  nearly  a  degree  to  the  fouth  of 
the  head  of  this  branch,  and  the  fccond  in  the 
arm  leading  to  Paifage  channel  was  expofed  to 
the  norLh  ;  but  in  the  bays  on  the  fouthern  fide 
of  that  channel  no  ice  was  feen,  fo  that  it  was  not 
an  cafy  matter  to  account  for  its  partial  appear- 
ance. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  they  return- 
ed along  the  eaftcrn  fide  of  Puerto  de  Valdes, 
which  is  from  half  a  league  to  a  league  in  width; 
the  ihorcs  are  indented  by  Ibme  fmall  bays,  and 
lined  with  rocky  illcts  and  rocks.  In  this  route 
they  arrived  at  a  point  on  the  continent,  lying 
from  the  weft  point  of  entrance  into  the  port  S. 
85  E.,  dliiant  -1^  miles;  where  they  found  an 
ppening  about  a  mile  wide  that  llretched  S.  33 

E.,  and 
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E.,  and  formed  a  paiTajre  about  fcven  or  eight 
miles  long,  between  the  continent  and  an  idand 
lying  N.  loW.  and  S.  ig  E.  feven  miles  in 
length,  and  about  two  miles  in  breadth.  Thefe 
fhores,  like  thofe  which  the  party  had  lately  na- 
vigated, abounded  with  rocks  and  rocky  iflets ; 
and  on  reaching  the  fouthcrn  part  of  this  paflTage, 
it  evidently  appeared  to  be  the  fame  mentioned 
by  Captain  Cook  on  the  17th  of  May  17/8, 
which  the  mailer  of  the  Refolution  had  been 
fcnt  to  examine,  and  that  Puerto  de  Valdes  was 
the  arm  that  had  occafioned  at  that  time  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  Lieutenant  Gore  and 
Mr.  Roberts. 

The  fouth  point  of  this,  which  is  Bligh's 
ifland,  being  the  ftation  from  whence  Mr.  John- 
ftone  had  commenced  his  furvey^  completed  the 
examination  of  the  whole  of  Prince  William's 
found,  as  it  rcfped:cd  the  boundary  of  the  conti- 
nent ;  but  the  numerous  iflands,  iflets,  rocks,  and 
llioals,  which  are  contained  within  this  fpace, 
being  confidercd  as  fecondary  objeds,  did  not 
fall  within  the  limits  of  our  fervice  for  accurately 
afcertaining  or  delineating  ;  yet  thefe  have  been 
noticed  with  every  degree  of  circumfpedion,  that 
circumftances,  and  the  nature  of  our  rcfearches 
would  allow,  without  fvverving  from  our  prin- 
cipal objcd,  s\z.  the  furvey  ofilieJJwre  of  the  con- 
Uncut, 
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tlne^rt.  For  this  reafon  I  (hall  here  conclude  the 
report  of  Mr.  Whidbcy's  excurfion,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  he  examined  port  Fidalgo ;  but  as  no 
new  matter  occured  to  him,  it  is  unneccflary  to 
recapitulate  the  former  obfcrvations ;  and  as  we 
had  no  further  bufinefs  to  detain  us  any  longer 
in  this  fituation,  we  prepared  to  take  our  depar- 
ture, having  during  our  {lay  made  the  following 
agronomical  and  nautical  obfcrvations. 

By  the  rate  of  the  chronometers  as  afcertaincd 
at  the  head  of  Cook's  inlet,  the  longitude  of  port 
Chalmers  was  fliewn  to  be,  on  the  20th  of  May, 
by  Kendall's  chronometer,  213°  30'  20" 

By  Arnold's  No.  14,  213   22   50 

Ditto  176,  213   21    20 

On  the  9th  of  June,  Kendall's  chronometer 
flopped,  but  on  applying  a  gentle  horizontal  mo- 
tion, it  was  again  put  into  action. 

From  the  26th  of  May  to  the  loth  of  June, 
No.  IJ,  and  N.  17O,  were  found  to  be  going 
nearly  at  the  fame  rate  as  afcertained  in  Cook's 
inlet ;  hence  the  longitudinal  diftance  between 
Cook's  inlet,  and  port  Chalmers,  may  be  con- 
iidered  as  pretty  corredly  afcertained  ;  but  as  an 
alteration  was  obferved  to  have  taken  place  in 
their  rate  of  going  after  that  time,  the  feveral 
rat€s  of  the  chronometers  were  afcertained  by 
repeated  gcx)d  obfcrvations,  made  from  the  10th 

to 
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to  the  lOtli  of  June,  both  days  inclufivc ;  and 
as  the  true  longitude  of  port  Chalmers  wa-  found 
by  fubfequenc  obfcrvations  to  be  21  3"  22',  No.  l  4 
was  on  the    lOth  of  June,   found  to  Oe  faft   of 


o 
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^\     40 


20    50 


mean  time  at  Greenwich,      ■    ,4    13^47" 
And  to  be  gaining  on  mean  time    ' 

per  day,  at  the  rate  of,        '        ,       23 
No.  1 70  was  faft  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich,  g    20   40 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean  time 
per  day,  at  the  rate  of, 
Kendall's  was  faft  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich,  8    41    41 

And  gaining  on  mean  time  per 
day,  at  the  rate  <y^. 
The  latitude  of  port  Chalmers 
was  found  to  be  60°  1 0' 

The  variation  by  four  compaf- 
fcs,  and  thirty  fets  of  obfervalions; 
differing  from  20^  50^  to  3o"  9'; 
iliewed  the  mean  refult,  to  be      28    30  eaftcrly. 
The  vertical  inclination  of  the  magntdc  needle, 
MarlLcd  end,  North  Face  Eaft 
Ditto       ditto         Weft, 
Ditto    South  Face  Eaft,  7O 

Ditto       ditto         Weil:,  '^'j 

The  mean  inclination  of  the  marine 
dipping  nedle,  ;;     «, 
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At  port  Chalmers  a  confiderablc  difference 
had  been  obfervcd  between  the  night  and  day 
tides ;  the  former  during  the  fprings  rofe  thirteen 
feet,  four  inches  ;  whereas  the  latter  did  not  rife 
more  than  twelve  feet  one  inch  ;  and  it  was  alfo 
found  to  be  high  water  about  an  hour  after  the 
moon  had  paiTcd  the  meridian. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Qu/t  Prince  IFiUicvus  Sound — GccgrapJucal  and 
other  OhfervaUons  refpecTnif^  the  adju.-a.-it  Coii-i- 
try  and  its  Inhabitanls — Frorcci  in  the  Exau/t- 
nation  of  the  exterior  Coaji — l\'fs  i  nrt  Mulgravc 
— Intelligence  received  of  tiic  iSitrvcy  having 
heen  completed  to  that  Station  by  the  Chatham — 
Arrive  in  Crofs  Sound — Joined  by  the  Chatham 
there,  ,.       7^ 


i 


T  HAD  fully  intended  laying  the  Difcovery  on 
A  fliore  in  this  harbour,  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
amining, and  if  nccclTary,  of  repairing  her  bot- 
tom ,  but  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  was  too  in- 
confiderable  for  that  purpofe,  without  very  ma- 
terially lightening  the  fliip ;  an  operation  that 
would  have  taken  up  more  time  than  could  con- 
veniently be  fpared ;  and,  without  much  labour 
in  clearing  a  place  in  the  woods,  a  fituation  could 
not  be  procured  fit  for  the  reception  of  fuch  ar- 
ticles, as  it  would  have  been  neccffary  to  have 
landed:  in  addition  to  thefc  circumftanccs,  the 
intemperate  weather  on  our  firil;  arrival  greatly 
militated  againft  fuch  operations ;  and  this  being 
fucceeded  by  the  neap  tides,  induced  me  wholly 
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to  give  up  the  (icfign,  which  I  now  began  to  con- 
fider  more  as  a  matter  of  curiofity  than  as  an 
objcd:  ot'real  nccelhty. 

On  Monday  the  1 0th  the  wind  blowing  a  mo- 
derate  breeze  right  into  the  harbour  from  the 
S.V/.  attempts  were  made  to  warp  out  againft  it 
to  the  entrance,  where  this  wind  would  have  been 
favorable  to  our  purfuit ;  but  our  ropes  for  this 
iervice  were  too  much  worn  to  fuftain  the  weii^ht 
of  the  flilp,   and  they  broke  on  our  firft  trial. 
The  S.  W.  wind   continuing,  detained  us  until 
three  in  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  1  7th,  when, 
on  a  calm  fucceeding,  the  Hup  was  towed  to  the 
entrance  of  the  port ;  where  about  leven  o'clock 
we  were  met  by  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  S.  W. 
to  which  we  ipread  all  our  canvas,  and  direded 
our  courfe  for  mid-channel,  between  Green  and 
M(Mitaga  lllands  ;  but  in  our  route  a  funken  rock 
foon  ltop{)ed   our  progress  by  the  flilp  ftrlklng 
upon  it,  .and  having  at  that  time  a  falling  tide, 
flic  remained  lafl.     We  had  come  very  fuddcnly 
and  unexpectedly  into  this  unpleafant  fituation, 
as  the  man  at  tiie  lead  bad  fcarcely  announced 
his  lall  foundings,   which   were  at  ten  fathoms, 
when  the  fliip  Ibuck  ;  I  had  alfo  founded  myfelf, 
arid  had  Ibund  not  lefs  than  from  nine  to  ten  fa- 
thoms,  in   every  dlredion  round  this  rock,  but 
had  unluckily  miffed  the  fpot  on  which  the  Ihlp 
now  lodged,  which  had  neither  weedi>  nor  any 
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other  indication  of  its  cxiilencc  ;  nor  does  it  oc- 
cupy a  greater  extent  than  a  fix  or  eight  oared 
boat  in  any  direction.  The  fhip  relied  nearly  on 
its  higheft  part,  and  at  low  water,  the  depth 
clofe  to  her  bow  was  only  twelve  feet ;  whillt  we 
had  five  fathoms  under  the  main  chains,  and  fe- 
\en  fathoms  depth  of  water  under  her  ftcrn. 
The  water  quitting  the  Ihip's  bows  afforded  us 
an  opportunity  of  replacing  much  o(  the  copper 
that  had  been  torn  off  by  the  ice.  About  eleven 
o'clock  the  return  of  the  flood  tide  relieved  us 
from  this  cmbarraflhient,  without  our  having, 
apparently,  received  any  damage. 

The  wind  being  faint  and  baffling  from  the 
weftern  quarter,  with  a  flight  current  fetting  on 
the  fliores  of  Montagu  illand,  prevented  our 
failing  ;  but  wc  employed  the  afternoon  in  warp- 
ing further  into  mid-channel,  clear  of  this  line 
of  funk  en  rocks.  Here  wc  anchored  in  twenty- 
one  fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom  ;  about  a  mile 
and  three  quarters  from  the  fliorcs  of  Montagu 
ifland.  The  fouth  point  of  port  Chalmers  bore 
by  compafs  S.  80.  E.  ;  the  north  welt  point  of 
Montagu  ifland,  N.  1 1  W. ;  and  the  north  point 
of  Green  ifland  N.  ;o  W.  In  this  fituation  a  few 
cod  and  halibut  were  taken  durini:;  the  niirht,  and 
on  the  morninjr  of  Wedncfdav  tlie  1 8th  calm 
rainy  weather  prevented  our  moving  until  late  in 
the  forenoon ;   when  with  a  light  breeze  from 
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the  E.  N.  E.  we  proceeded,  and  having  paffed  to 
the  northward  ot*  the  north  PalTage  rock,  no 
foundings  went  gained  with  the  hand  line ;  but 
about  half  a  league  from  the  north-well:  point  of 
Montagu  ifland  the  depth  was  fixty-five  fathoms, 
muddy  bottom  :  from  this  point  a  ledge  of  rocks 
extends  about  half  a  mile.  As  we  failed  along 
the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  it  feemed  to  be 
divided  into  bays  or  founds ;  two  of  which  ap- 
peared to  be  capacious,  but  from  each  of  their 
points  of  entrance,  rocks  were  feen  to  extend  a 
confidcrubl  aiftance;  fome  of  which  were  level 
with,  nn  1  oflicrs  juft  fliewed  their  heads  above 
the  furfacc  of  the  lea.  In  thcfe  openings  limilar 
obflru<^ions  were  noticed;  and  as  this  fide  of 
Montagu  idand  is  greatly  expofed  to  the  influ- 
ence ot  the  prevailing  winds,  great  caution  ought 
to  be  obfcrved  in  navigating  near  its  fhores,  until 
a  more  minute  examination  may  point  out  the 
lituation  of  tl^e  latent  dangers,  of  which  we  were 
unable  to  procure  any  further  inlbrmation,  than 
that  of  barely  feeing  that  fuch  did  exift ;  for  as 
the  wind  veered  to  the  f  )uthv\'ard,  it  led  us  from 
thcfe  rocky  Ihorcs,  whilll  it  enabled  us  to  fetch 
well  over  towards  cape  Hinchlnbrook:  in  this 
route  were  obferved  many  riplings  and  agitations 
of  the  lea,  as  If  it  were  flowing  over  fliallow 
pUues;  buL  we  gained  no  bottom  with  the  hand- 
mi!;  throutrh  ieveral  of  them. 
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As  the  night  approached,  the  wind  became 
light  and  variable,  with  alternate  calms,  thefe 
together  with  the  flood  tide,  about  three  in  the 
morning  of  Thurfday  the  IQth,  fat  the  ihip  di- 
redly  towards  the  north  point  of  entrance  into 
port  Etches ;  where,  with  1  oo  fathoms  of  line 
no  bottom  could  be  reached  within  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  the  fliore,  on  which  the  fea  broke 
with  confiderable  violence.  Fortunately  howe- 
ver, whilfl  in  this  very  unpleafant  predicament 
from  which  we  pofTefTed  no  refources  of  extrica- 
tion, a  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  E.  juft  fuf- 
ficicnt  to  enable  us  to  ftem  the  current,  and  re- 
lieved us  from  all  apprehenfions  of  danger.  This 
breeze  was  fbon  fuccceded  by  calms  and  light 
foutherly  airs,  which  towards  noon,  with  the 
alTiftance  of  the  flood  tide,  drove  us  into  the  en- 
trance of  port  Etches,  without  our  being  aolc  to 
rcfift  their  influence ;  and  as  I  knew  the  flood 
would  continue  until  near  five  o'clock  ;  we  bore 
away  for  anchorage,  but  gained  no  bottom  until 
we  had  paifcd  the  rocky  iflcts  that  lie  on  the 
north-well  fide  within  the  entrance,  and  were 
nearly  abrcaft  of  the  lagoon  wi^.hlrl  which  the 
Ruffians  have  their  elhiMlflmicnt.  We  anchored 
in  'o\  (athoms  water,  the  lagoon  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  N.  20  W.  at  the  diflance  of  half  a  mile  ;  the 
head  of  the  harboor  N.  'J()  E.,  and  the  points  of 
entrance  S.  3  W.  and  S.  25  W. 

Y  i  After 
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"  After  dinner  I  went  on  ihorc,  accompanied  by 
fomc  ot  the  officer j,  and  was  icceived  by  Mr.  Co- 
lomenee  and  Mr.  Ballufian,  with  all  the  friendli- 
ncfs  and  hofpitahty  which  the  poverty  of  their 
lituation  permitted  them  to  exhibit.  Here  we 
were  introduced  to  another  gentleman  named 
Smyloff,  who  prefided  over  the  maritime  part  of 
this  mercantile  company,  and  who  had  under  his 
direilions  the  galliot  mentioned  by  Mr.  John- 
ftone  as  forming  the  fide  of  the  inclofurc,  in 
which  their  habitations  arc  built  clofe  to  the 
landing  place  at  the  Ruffian  fadory ;  with  two 
others  of  fimilar  burthen. 

This  gentleman  having  heard  of  our  arrival  in 
Cook's  inlet,  he  had  gone  thither  for  the  purpofc 
of  pT  rii:  ut  li  \irit,  but  had  been  difappolnted 
of  his  objed;  by  our  departure  from  thence,  and 
he  had  been  returned  only  a  few  days.  His  route 
had  been  over  the  illhmus,  and  he  defcribcd  Pafr 
fage  channel  to  be  the  very  place  we  had  fuppofed 
it  to  be.  He  ftated,  that  the  Chatham  liad  failed 
out  of  the  found  on  the  12th  of  the  month  with 
a  favorable  breeze,  and  that  fuice  her  departure 
a  brig  had  pailcd  up  the  found  fleering  towards 
Snug-corner  cove.  We  Ipcnt  a  ffiort  time  in 
viewing  thefe  prcmifes,  which  affijrded  little 
worthy  ot  attention  bcfidcs  what  has  already  beci^ 
defcribcd.  On  our  return,  we  were  accompa- 
nied on  board  by  Mr.  Ballufian  and  Mr.  Sinylolf ; 
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the  former  after  fupper  returned  to  the  fhore, 
but  Mr.  SmylofF  remained  with  us  until  we  were 
clear  of  the  port ;  which  from  light  and  variable 
winds  wc  did  not  effe(ft  until  near  noon  on  Fri- 
day the  20th  ;  when  an  excellent  obfervation  was 
procured,  which  Ihewed  the  latitude  by  three 
(/afcrvers  to  be  Go"  I8i'.  Cape  Hinchinbrook  at 
this  time  bore  by  compafs  S.  30  E.,  diftant  two 
miles.  This  promontory,  according  to  the  re- 
fult  of  our  cclculations,  is  fituated  in  latitude  Oo'* 
iGf,  longitude  213^50''. 

Mr.  Puget  having  received  inftrudions  to  ex- 
amine the  coaft  minutely  from  hence  to  port 
Mulgravc,  my  attention  was  only  direded  to 
fixing  the  line  of  the  mtermediate  external  head- 
lands, until  any  navigable  branches  of  the  fca 
lliould  be  found  between  thofc  limits.  For  this 
puipofe  we  embraced  the  advantage  of  the  favor- 
able wcltern  breeze  then  prevailing,  and  fteered 
towards  the  fouth  point  of  Kaye's  if  land.  Our 
time  being  thus  unintercftingly  employed,  I  fliall 
fill  the  vacant  page  by  making  a  few  remarks 
on  fuch  circumiL^nccs  as  had  recently  occurred, 
but  had  not  f  )und  a  place  in  the  narrative  of  our 
tranfaclions. 

I  cannot  avoid  making  fomc  obfervations  on 
the  difft-rcnce  h\  the  delineation  of  Prince  Wil- 
liam's found,  as  rcprcicntcd  in  Captain  Cook's 
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tlon,  particularly  with  rtfped  to  Montagu  ifland, 
Avhich  is  therein  defcrihed  to  be  fevcn  miles  longer^ 
and  to  be  placed  ten  miles  more  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  than  we  found  to  be  its  Situation  and  ex- 
tent.      '    ■  .    '   . 

The  Vv'cft   point  of  Snug-corner  cove  is  alfb 
placed  five  milcb  to  the  fouth  of  the  obfervations 
of  Mr.   Whidbey   and   Mr.   Johnftone,    which 
egreed  very  accurately  together.     In  a   diredion 
S.  50  W.,  diftant  fevcn  miles  from  cape  Hin- 
chinbrook,  and  nearly  at  the  fame  diftance  from 
the  fhores  of  Montagu  illand,   is  a  barren,  flat, 
rocky  iflet,  with  fcvcral   rocks  lying  at  a   fmall 
dillance  i'l-om  it.    Of  this  iflet  no  notice  is  taken 
cither  in  the  chart  or  hirtory  of  that  voyage,  not- 
withitaridij'g  it  was  then  fcen,  and  its  fituation 
afcertained  to  be  nearly  as  we  now  found  it,  by 
thofe  who  were  at  tl/'t  time  on  board   the  Dif- 
covery.     llie  obfervations  alio  that  were  made 
bv  them  for  afccrtaininiji;  the  latitude  of  the  weft 
point  of  Snr.g-corner  cove  and  Montagu  ifland, 
corrcfpondcd  very  nearly  with  our  prefent  calcu- 
lations.    Befides  thefe,   I  liuve  in  other  inftanccs 
dctedcd  fomc  errors  which  are  evidently  of  the 
jircfs  ;   bit  it  is   a   t  Ircumftancc  not  eafdy  to  be 
reconciled   with  fuch   high  geographical  autho- 
rity, that  the  above-mentioned  errors  fliould  have 
taken  place  in  the  conftrui^tion  of  the  chart ;  and 
notwiLhft.ir.djii'j'  thiit  I  entertain  the  hii2;heft  re- 
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fpcd:  and  veneration  for  the  Right  Reverend  and 
learned  editor  of  thofe  volumes,  yet  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  had  Captain  Cook  furvived  to  have  fu- 
perintended  the  publication  of  his  own  labours, 
thcfc  errors  would  have  been  recPcified  ;  and  I  am 
led  to  believe,  that  they  muft  have  arifen  from 
fome  writing,  or  authentic  document,    relative 
to  this  "      :icular  part  of  his  refcarches,  having 
bcc  loll  .    millaid.    This    '-:.nion  is  founded  on 
the  great  deficiency  of  nautical   information  in 
the  hiftory  of  that  voyage,  refpcding  the  fpace 
between  the  fouth  point  of  Kaye's  iiland  and  cape 
Elizabeth ;    which,  by   paffing   through   Prince 
William's  found,  may  be  faid  to  comprehend  a 
line  of  fea  coaft  upwards  of  90  leagues  in  extent, 
and  which  employed  Captain  Couk  ten  days  to 
traverfe,  namely,   from   the   llth  to  the  21  ft  of 
May,   1778  ;  a  week  of  which  was  fpent  in  paf- 
fnig  through  this  inlet,  almoft  from  its  moft  nor- 
thern to  its  moft  fouthern  extremity  ;  in  which 
time,  fuificlent  opportunities  occurred  for   mak- 
ing the  neceflary  obfervations  for  the  latitude,  for 
the  longitude  by  the  chronometer,  and  for  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  ;  yet  none  of  thcfc  (ex- 
cepting the  fituation  of  the  Ihip  on  the  12th  at 
noon,)  nor  the  pofition  of  any  (uic  point  or  fta- 
tion   on  the  co:iil-,  ni^r  the  lllundb  vsitbin  thofe 
limits,  ar;^  any  where  noticed;   n  r  is  there  any 
thing  relative  to  the  -.ides,  excepting  that  ut^  the 
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liood  comino;  from  the  loath  ward,  to  be  met 
with  ;  nor  any  topogiaphical  defcrlption  ot  the 
coaft,  nor  ot  the  roeks  and  illands  that  lie  off 
from  it,  fbuth-wcftward  from  Montagu  ifland  to 
cape  EHzabeth,  notwithltanding  that  coaft  was 
paifed  at  no  great  diftancc,  and  was  found  to 
take  a  diied;ion  very  contrary  to  what  v\as  at 
that  time  expected.  In  addition  to  this  circura- 
ilance,  the  nearly  central  fituation  of  this  capa- 
cious inlet  in  ihe  fpace  in  queftion,  and  its  broken 
and  infular  appearance,  rendered  fuch  an  extent 
of  coaft  the  more  likely  to  have  been  noticed  in  a 
particular  manner,  and  would  argue  an  inatten- 
tion to  nautical  occurrences,  which  I  believe  is 
no  where  to  be  met  with  in  the  works  of  that 
juftly  renowned  and  moll  celebrated  navigator; 
and  which  probably  will  only  be  difcovered  by 
thofc  whofe  fituations  may  render  it  expedient  for 
thcni  to  rcfort  for  information  to  the  refult  of 
his  uneqiuiUcJ  labours.  . 

The  m.nute  examination  we  were  en^powercd 
to  make  of  P'lncc  William's  found,  not  only 
brougiit  u^  acquainted  with  its  utmoft  limits  in 
every  dircctitm,  but  proved  it  to  be  a  branch  of 
the  ocean  that  requires  the  greateft  circumfpec- 
tion  to  navigate;  and  although  it  diverges  into 
manv  extenfive  arms,  vet  none  of  them  can  be 
conlidcrcd  as  commodious  bar'  irs,  on  account 
of  the  rocki  and  ilioals  that  oburucl  the  approach 
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to  them,   or  of  the  \cry  great  depth  of  water  at 


ibout  their  cntn 


Of  the  f< 


■mer,  innu- 
merable have  been  diicovcrtd,  and  there  is  great 
reafon  to  fiippofe  that  many  others  may  have 
cxillence,  of  which  wc  rnincd  no  knowledirc. 
By  what  may  be  collcded  trom  our  inquiries. 
Snug- corner  cove,  and  the  paffnge  to  it  from  the 
ocean,  feem  to  be  the  leaft  liable  to  thcfe  objec- 
tions of  all  places  of  Iheltcr  which  the  found  af- 
fords. The  place  of  our  anchorage  in  port  Chal- 
mers, can  only  be  confidered  as  a  fmall  cove  in  a 
niiTilcd  rocky  coaft  ;  fo  vcrv  difiicult  of  acccfs  or 
e2;refs,  that  our  utmoft  viiiilancc  in  founclin;;  was 
unequal  to  warn  us  of  the  rock  on  which  the 
Ihip  grounded,  and  which  is  fituatcd  N.  /2  W. 
from  the  north  point  of  the  harbour,  diftant  one 
mile ;  and  N.  i)  E.  from  the  wocuK  illet,  at  about 
the  lame  diilance,  having  l^etwcen  it  and  the 
iflct  the  fouth  p/aiTage  rock,  with  two  fhoals ;  on 
founding,  (whilft  the  Ihip  was  aground)  towards 
the  north  paiTage  rocli,  another  llioal  was  dilco- 
vcred  in  that  diret^lion  about  half  a  mile  off, 
fhoaling  fuddenly  from  about  twelve  to  four  fa- 
thoms, at  about  two  thirds  Hood.  At  the  mo- 
ment the  fliip  fcruck,  I  thought  f]ie  had  been  on 
the  bed  of  kelp  laid  down  in  Air.  Portlock's 
Iketch,  which  !  had  fearched  for  in  vain;  but 
on  comparing  the  iltuations,  I  found  tliat  that 
where  wc   had  been  llopucd  in  c\ir  nro^rcfs  ap- 
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peTed  to  be  confidcrably  to  the  fouth-wefl; 
hence  it  is  very  probable  that  there  may  be  more 
of  thcfe  latent  dangers  exilting  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, whofe  fituation  require  the  moft  attentive 
vigilance  to  dilcover  and  avoid ;  of  thefe  it  had 
been  our  lot  to  fall  in  with  four  in  the  fpace  of 
as  many  miles,  which  had  remained  unnoticed 
not  only  by  former  vifitors,  but  by  our  compa- 
nion alfo ;  and  fmce  accident  alone  brought  them 
to  our  knowledge,  the  prcfumption  is  greatly 
in  favor  of  the  above  opinion,  and  renders  the 
navigating  this  fouthern  pafTage  into  Prince  Wil- 
liam's found,  infinitely  more  intricate  and  un- 
pleafant  than  had  before  been  imagined.  For 
the  particulars  of  fuch  information  as  we  were 
able  to  colled:,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  an- 
nexed ilictch,  where  it  will  alfo  be  found,  that 
what  is  called  Stockdale's  harbour  is  only  a  bay 
full  of  rocks,  and  of  courfe  was  not  worthy  of 
any  particular  examination. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  port  Chalmers,  the 
country  as  high  up  the  fides  of  the  mountains  as 
vegetation  extended,  was  in  moft  places  free  from 
fnow  before  we  quitted  that  anchorage,  and  af- 
forded us  an  opportunity  of  forming  fome  judg- 
ment on  the  nature  of  the  foil ;  which,  from  the 
diverfity  of  furface  in  plains,  and  Ipaccs  clear  of 
trees,  prefented  a  plcafmg  verdant  appearance  to 
the  eye;  but  on  a  more  attentive  examination  it 

proved 


\ 


i£tiaas*^ 


'NE, 


J794.]  ROUND   THE  WORT.D.  335 

proved  to  be  in  mod  places  a  pcrlciH:  morafs,  com- 
pofed  of"  a  very  poor  black  moorlfli  earth,  fjrmcd 
apparently  of  decayed  vegetables,  not  Sufficiently 
decompol'cd  to   produce  any  thing  but  a  variety 
of  coarfe  mofles,  a  fhurt  fpiry  grafs,  a  few  cran- 
berry, and  fomc  other  plants  of  a  dvvarfifl-i  ftuntcd 
growth  ;  fome  of  thclc  moraffes  compofc  the  fides 
of  the  hills,  and  although  thefe  had  confiderablc 
inclination,  yet  they  had  the  property  of  retain- 
ing the  water  to  a  very  deceitful  and  unpleafant 
degree ;    exhibiting   an   apparently  dry,   verdant 
furface,  which  when  walked  upon  funk  to  nearly 
half  leg  deep  in  water.     The  foil  fiom  whence 
the  forcfts  have  fprung  is  of  fimilar  nriaterials, 
and  not  reduced  to  a  more  perfect   mould ;  but 
this  generally  covers  a  rocky  foundation,  from 
whence  pine  trees  fcem   to  derive  great  nourifli- 
ment,  as  very  large  ones   had   frequently  been 
found  growing  from    out  of  the    naked    rock. 
Thofc  about  this  harbour  did  not  grow  with  the 
fame  luxuriance  as  at  the  place  from  whence  our 
fore-yard  had  been   procured,  about  five  Iccigues 
to  the  fouth-weft,  but  compofed  rather  a  dvvarfifli 
forell ;  which,  although  producing  many  of  tiic 
common  berry  buflies,   cannot  be  confidcred  a^* 
much  interrupted  with  underwood.     The  lliorcs 
arc  in  general  low,  and  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  very  fwampy  in  many  places,   on  whii  h 
the  fca  appears  to  be  making   more  rapid  in- 
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croachmcnts  than  I  ever  bciorc  faw  or  heard  of. 
Many  trees  had  been  cut  down  fince  thcfc  regions 
had  been  flrll  vifited  by  Europeans ;  this  was  evi- 
dent by  the  viliblc  effeett;  ot"  the  axe  and  faw  ; 
which  we  concluded  had  bev.n  produced  whilft 
Mellrs.  Portlock  and  Dixon  were  here,  {even 
years  before  our  arrival ;  as  the  flumps  of  the 
trees  were  111  11  remaining  on  the  earth  where 
they  had  originally  grown,  but  were  now  many 
feet  below  the  high  water  mark,  even  of  neap 
tides.  A  narrow  low  projecting  point  of  land 
behind  which  we  rode,  had  not  long  fmcc  afford- 
ed fupport  to  fome  of  the  largefl  pine  trees  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  it  was  now  overflowed 
by  every  tide ;  and  excepting  two  of  the  trees, 
which  Hill  put  forth  a  few  leaves,  the  whole 
were  reduced  to  naked,  dead  white  ftumps,  by 
the  incroachment  of  the  fea  water  to  their  roots; 
and  fome  ftumps  of  trees,  with  their  roots  Hill 
fafl  in  the  ground,  were  aHb  lound  in  no  very 
advanced  (late  of  decay  nearly  as  low  down  as 
the  low  water  of  fpring  tides. 

The  only  fifli  we  obtained  in  this  port  was  a 
few  indifferent  crabs  from  the  fliores.  About  the 
outlkuts  of  the  woods  we  procured  a  little  wild 
celery,  and  the  iprucc  beer  that  was  here  brewed 
far  exceeded  in  exccllcr.ce  any  wc  had  before 
made  upon  the  coaft.  Our  iportfmen  procured 
a  few  geefe,  ducks,  goorandcrs,.and  other  aquatic 
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birds,  which  proved  very  acceptable  ;  to  tlicfc 
were  added  an  old  black  bear,  but  althoui^h  we 
were  living  on  falted  provillons,  its  flclli  did  not 
feeni  to  be  much  rciiflied. 

Our  fituation  did  not  permit  us  to  become 
much  acquainted  with  the  native  inhabitants  of 
the  country  ;  for  excepting  thofe  who  had  vifited 
us  near  the  fouth  point  of  Montagu  ifiand,  none 
of  them  approached  the  fhip  ;  nor  did  Mr.  Whid- 
bey,  although  he  coafted  near  four  hundied  and 
twenty  miles  of  the  Ihorcs  ;)f  the  pcninfula  and 
continent,  meet  with  more  than  thirteen  of  the 
Indians ;  he  did  not  fee  any  of  their  habitations, 
nor  any  of  thofe  deferted  villages  that  w.  had 
been  accuftomcd  to  find  in  every  other  part  of 
the  coaft.  From  whence  it  is  eviccni ,  that  the 
population  of  this  large  i<:)und  is  very  inconfider- 
able  when  compared  with  its  extent ;  for  if  vvc 
admit,  that  all  thofe  feen  by  both  the  furveying 
parties,  and  the  four  that  vilited  the  fnip,  were 
all  different  perfons,  the  total  number  of  people 
amounted  only  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-one 
of  all  defcriptions,  exclufive  of  the  few  we  iliw 
amongft  the  Ruffians  at  pot  Etches,  who  moft 
probably  belonged  to  the  village  that  Mr.  John- 
flone  had  vifited.  TLis  number  appears  to  be 
infinitely  fliort  of  the  computation  made  by  Mr. 
Meares  and  other  vifitors ;  and  hence  it  might 
poffibly  be  inferred,  that  fmce  the  period  of  ihcir 
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vilits  tlic  number  of  the  Inhabitants  had  greatly 
dimlnlflicd,  and  that  the  caufe  of  this  depopula- 
tion was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Rufiian  progrefs ; 
an  inference  v\ hieh  A\ould  derive  fome  fupport 
from  the  circumftance  of  our  having  found  fevc- 
ral  oIJ  graves,  but  only  one  that  appeared  to  have 
been  recently  conilrucfled.  Ihis  idea,  however, 
may  be  eafily  combated,  as  I  am  well  perfuadcd 
that  the  prefcnt  fiate  of  population  in  thefe  re- 
gions differs  but  little  from  what  had  been  found 
to  be  the  cafe  on  their  being  firft  difcovered  by 
Captain  Cook,  who  Ipcnt  eight  days  in  and  paf- 
fmg  through  this  found  ;  during  which  time  the 
number  of  inhabitants  who  ^i(itcd  the  vcifels 
under  his  command,  did  not  exceed  one  hundred 
different  perfons  of  all  ages,  and  of  both  fexcs. 
Since  thofc  were  probably  the  lirft  European  \  cf- 
{ch  that  had  ever  entered  the  Ibund,  as  none  of 
the  natives  were  afraid  to  approach  the  veffcls,  it 
is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  obj'e<fts  fo  fmgular  and 
unaccountable  would  attratH:  the  attention  of 
e\  cry  individual,  who  could  find  either  an  oppor- 
tuiiity  to  gratif)  his  curiofity,  or  to  traffic  for 
thoie  commodities  which  were  elicemcd  amoni^ff 
them  as  articles  of  valuable  acquifition,  little 
doubt  can  exlil  that  a  large  proportion  of  th  j  In- 
h:iV>l<ants  at  that  time  made  their  appearance. 
Our  not  having  letn  any  d»  fcrted  habitations 
ftrongly  fupports  this  opinion,  and  the  clrcum- 
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ftance  of  the  antiquity  of  all  the  graves  met  with 
on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  inlet  may  have  been 
occafioned  by  the  natives  of  late  years  having 
been  more  confined  to  the  eaftern  parts  of  the 
found,  for  the  convenience  of  tranfading  their 
commercial  bufmefs  with  their  European  vifitors, 
who  have  uniformly  made  thofe  parts  their  ren- 
dezvous. I  would  not  however  wifli  to  be  un- 
derftood  to  mean,  that  the  Ruffian  cftablifhmcnts 
in  this  country  had  not  coft  fome  blood,  becaufc 
I  have  been  informed  by  themfclvcs,  that  both 
Ruffians  and  Indians  have  fallen  in  eftcding  their 
purpofe,  though  neither  in  any  confiderablc  num- 
bers ;  but  my  reafon  for  alluding  to  this  fubjcct 
is,  to  point  out  that  the  population  of  this  coun- 
try appears  /to  have  been  greatly  over-rated  by 
thofe  gentlemen  who  have  vifited  it  fmce  Cap- 
tain Cook's  time ;  fincc,  according  to  their  elli- 
mation,  it  would  now  appear  to  be  reduced  to 
one  half  its  former  number  of  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Meares  obferves,  that  thcfe  people  have 
no  towns,  villages,  or  fixed  places  of  abode ;  in 
this  rcfped;  he  was  certainly  not  well  informed, 
and  may  poffibly  have  lain  under  the  fame  dif- 
ad vantage  with  regard  to  the  numerous  and  pow- 
erful nations  which  he  confidcrs  as  bcins:  in  their 
neighbourhood.  The  general  appearance  of  the 
adjacent  countries  gave  us  every  reafon  to  believe 
hat  tlu'fc  regions  were  verv  thinlv  inhabited. 
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It  was  remarked,  that  during  the  furvcyhig  ex- 
curfions  not  a  fingle  fca  otter,  and  but  very  few- 
whales  or  feals  had  been  fcen  ;  and  that  the  wild 
ibv\  1  were  not  met  with  in  that  plenty  during 
Mr.  Whidbey's,  as  in  Mr.  Johnftone's,  expedi- 
tion. 

This  being  the  amount  of  what  had  princi- 
pally occurred  refpedling  the  natural  ftate  of 
prince  William's  found,  I  have  to  regret  very 
much  our  want  of  knowledge  of  the  Ruffian  lan- 
guage, bccaufe  the  refults  of  all  our  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  objed;  of  that  power,  in  extending 
its  immenfe  empire  to  thefe  diilant  and  inhofpi- 
table  Ihores,  became  from  that  caufe  in  a  great 
meafure  nugatory,  vague,  or  contradidory.  We 
however  clearly  underftood,  that  the  Ruffian  go- 
vernment had  little  to  do  with  thefe  Settlements; 
that  they  were  folcly  under  the  diredion  and 
fupport  of  independent  mercantile  companies ; 
and  that  port  Etches,  which  had  been  eftablilhed 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  fummer,  was  then 
their  moft  caftern  fettlement  on  the  American 
coaft  ;  but  I  was  not  able  to  learn  the  number  of 
ditFerent  ftations  they  had,  though  I  underllood 
from  Mr.  Smvloif,  that  the  total  of  Ruffians  em- 
ployed  between  this  port  and  Oonalaflika,  both 
inclufive,  were  about  four  hundred.  This  num- 
ber, it  ffio'ild  feem,  is  amply  fufficient  tor  the 
acconjplilhment  of  the  purpole  they  have  in  view  : 
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as  not  the  leaft  attention  whatever  is  paid  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  land,  or  to  any  other  objedl  but 
that  of  colIe6ling  furs,  which  is  principally  done 
by  the  Indians,  whofe  fervices  they  have  com- 
pletely fecured,  and  whofe  implicit  confidence 
they  have  iutirely  gained ;  particularly  thofc  of 
Cook's  inlet,  and  the  idands  of  and  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  the  Kodiak ;  the  adjacent  continent  they 
reprefent  as  a  fteril  and  uninhabited  country. 
Although  we  could  not  gratify  our  curiofity  to 
the  extent  I  could  have  wiflied  refpedling  the 
iituation  of  the  Ruffians,  yet  I  could  not  avoid 
feeling  a  degree  of  fatisfadion  in  obferving  the 
comfortable  manner  in  which  they  feem  to  live 
amongll  thefe  untutored  children  of  nature ; 
Iiavinii'  gained  them  over  to  be  obedient  to  their 
wifhes,  they  appear  to  maintain  their  influence 
not  by  fear,  as  their  conquerors,  but  by  having 
found  the  way  to  their  hearts,  and  by  fecuring 
an  aiJ'cdiionatc  re{2;ard.  This  was  manifefted  in 
all  their  tranfacftions,  though  more  efpccially  in 
their  Intercourfe  with  the  people  of  Cook's  inlet 
and  the  Kodiak  ;  many  of  whom,  the  women  as 
well  as  the  men,  are  retained  in  the  fervicc  of 
the  Iluriians,  who  fpcak  of  tlieir  attachment  and 
fidelity  in  the  hlghell:  terms  of  praiie  and  appro- 
bation, and  indlfcriminatcly  employ  them  with 
their  own  parties  on  bufmcis  of  the  moll  confi- 
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dential  importance.  The  natives  of  Prince  Wil- 
liam's found,  however,  do  not  appear  to  fliare  the 
good  opinion  of  the  RuiTians  in  an  equal  degree ; 
but  whether  this  may  arife  from  a  difference  in 
their  difpofitions,  or  whctlicr  it  be  owing  to  the 
Ruffians  having  come  more  recently  amongft 
them,  and  that  a  fufficicnt  intcrcourfe  had  not 
yet  induced  them  to  fubmit  to  a  docile  and  con- 
fidential fubordination,  we  could  not  corredly 
determine.  Although,  from  the  converfation  of 
the  Ruffians,  the  former  would  appear  to  be  the 
cafe,  yet  the  Ruffians  feemed  to  rcpofe  the  great- 
eft  confidence  in  the  party  Mr.  Johnftone  met 
vs'lth  at  the  large  Indian  village,  and  to  refign 
thcmfelves  completely  to  their  power.  This 
meafurc  mirj^ht  probably  be  indifpenfably  rcqui- 
fitc  for  carrying  into  cfFed:  their  commercial 
purfuits,  which  cannot  fail  of  being  highl}'  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Ruffian  adventurers,  who,  it  is 
rcafonable  to  expcdl,  may  be  enabled  to  difpofc 
of  the  fur?  thus  colleded  .t  a  much  better  market 
in  the  northern  parts  of  China ;  and  this  after 
having  procured  them  at  a  much  more  rcafon- 
able rate  than  cither  the  European  or  American 
traders  could  poffibly  lia\e  done;  firft  bccaufc 
they  are  competitors,  and  fecondly  bccaufc  they 
)iace   in  the   moft  foutl 
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Canton  merchants  pvirchafe  the  furs  nearly  at 
their  own  price,  and  moft  probably  infinitely 
under  their  real  value. 

It  is  very  poffible  that  no  other  people  will 
hereafter  be  fo  well  able  to  carry  on  this  valuable 
traffic  as  the  Rufliians,  who,  being  natives  of  a 
frigid  region  and  naturally  a  hardy  race,  and  lit- 
tle acquainted  with  the  luxuries  of  their  more 
fouthern  neighbours,  have  in  thefe  refpeds  greatly 
the  advantage  over  all  other   civilized   nations. 
Without  deviating  much  from  the  habits  and 
pra(^lices  continued  from   their  carlieft  infancy, 
the  Ruflians  can  readily  adopt  many  of  the  In- 
dian culloms,   by  which  m:ans  the  manners  of 
the  two  people  become  much  aflfimilated'.    This 
is  greatly   furthered   by  their  partaking  of  the 
fame  fort  of  food,  and  wearing  the  fame  fort  of 
clothing.    Their  external  appearance  differs  little 
from  the  natives ;  and  with  refped:  to  the  prin- 
cipal occupations  of  the  Indians,  fuch  as  hunting 
and  fidilng,  the  Ruffian,  who  has  no  better  means 
of  paifnig  away  his  time,  for  we  fcarccly  faw  a 
brook  of  any  defcription  amongft  them,  is  moft 
likely  able,  from  his  fupcrior  knowledge,  to  afford 
them  in  thefc  purfuits  Ibme  inffru6tion  that  may 
tend  to  render  thole  exercifijs  more  intcrefting 
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to  the  Ruffian  at  leaft  the  character  of  a  defirablc 
companion  ;  and  who  from  his  fuperior  weapons 
and  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war,  when  once  a 
good  underftanding  fliall  be  thoroughly  cftablifli- 
ed   amongft  them,  will  be  enabled  to  proted: 
them  againft  any  neighbouring  foe ;  and  the  re- 
ward he  will  demand  for  fuch  important  fervices 
w  ill  be  no  more  than  the  fkins  (of  little  or  no 
value  to   the  natives)  of  thofe  animals,  which 
they  have  moft  probably  been  accuilomed  to  take 
rather  for  tlic   fake  of  their  flefli  than  for  any 
other  purpofc.     The  habits  and  general  condudt 
of  the  Ruffians  arc  not  very  likely  to  be  adopted 
by  any  other   maritime  nation,  there  being  few 
I  believe  who  could  retire  to  thcfe  frigid  regions, 
and  completely  fubmit  to  a  life  fo  very  foreign  to 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  civilized  world. 
The  intercd  that  the  Indians  feem  to  take  in  the 
llicccis  and  welfare  of  the  Ruflians,  originates  in 
principles  of  attachment  and  regard  which  do 
not  appear  likely  to  be  eafily  removed  by  the  in- 
fluence of  iVraiurers  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Ruflian 
commercial  intcreil:,  and  which  from  the  practice 
of  the  prefent  (\dy  may  probably  be  ftrengthened 
in  the  fucceeding  generations ;  for  although  the 
Rulvans  did  not  appear  to  us  either  ftudious  or 
learned,  yet  it  was  underftood,  that  in  all  their 
efiliblil]lmen^^  the   children   of  the  natives  are 
taken  at  an  early  age  to  apartments  provided  on 
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purpofc,  where  they  are  maintanied  and  educated 
in  the  Ruffian  language,  and  no  doubt  inftruded 
in  fuch  principles  as  are  moft  likely  hereafter  to 
be  advantageoufly  directed  to  the  intcrcfts  of  that 
nation. 

Thefe  circumftanccs,  with  a  few  others  that 
will  appear  under  the  head  of  general  obferva- 
tions,  are  the  refult  of  the  information  procured 
during  our  intercourfc  with  the  native  or  foreign 
inhabitants  of  thefe  regions  ;  but  as  our  fituation 
and  means  of  communication,  allowed  of  but 
few  opportunities  for  acquiring  fatisfa(5tory  in- 
telligence, the  whole  I  truft  will  be  received  with 
indulgence,  as  an  humble  endeavour  to  tranfmit 
all  the  light  I  received  on  a  fubjed,  Vv  hich  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view  may  be  interelling  to 
perfons  concerned  in  fnr.iiar  occupations. 

The  favorable  breeze  with  which  we  had  failed 
out  of  Prince  V/iiliam's  found,  on  Friday  the 
20th,  did  us  but  little  fcrvice,  as  it  was  loon  fuc- 
ceedcd  by  a  calm,  which  in  a  few  hours  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  S.  W.  wind,  v.ith  rainy  unpleafant 
weather.  In  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the  2  lit 
we  were  within  about  four  leagues  of  Kaye's 
illand  ;  the  wind  then  veered  round  and  fixed  in 
the  eaftcrn  quarter,  attended  with  fome  variety 
both  as  to  its  force  and  dircdion,  againft  which 
we  plied  to  fo  little  purpofe,  that  although  evcrv 
advantaiic    that   offered    was   embraced    in    tl 
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mornlii;:!;  oF  Thiirfclay  the  20th,  yet  the   fouth 
point  of  Kayc's  iiland,  which  attcr  Sir  Andrew 
Saapc   Hamond,    I   ha\e   diftinguifhed   by   the 
namcofCArEHAMo:\D,  bore  by  compafs  N.  ]6 
K.,  ten  leagues  dillant.     After  about  five  hours 
calm,   a  hght  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  weft- 
ward,  attended  by  fair  pleafant  weather  ;  the  va- 
riation of  the  furvcying  compafs  was  at  this  time 
ohfcrved  to  be  2Q°  23^  caftvvardly  ;  to  this  favor- 
able gale  wc  fj   f^ad  all  our  canvafs,  and  dirc6led 
our  couife  towards  cape  Suckling.     At  noon  the 
f.bferved   latitude   was   5(f  3'S\    longitude   215'' 
20';  in  this  lltuation  the  high  land  of  cape  Suck- 
ling bore  by  compafs  In.  23  E.  and  cape  Hamond, 
N.  1  3  E.     This   cape,   according  to  fcveral  ob- 
fervations   made   whilfi:   beating  off  it,   and  all 
a!.'.;rc<  i:ig   extremely  well,  is  fituated  in  latitude 
r>if  48 }',  longitude  2 1 5 "  r>  1 '.    In  Captain  Cook's 
lafi  voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  350,  this  very  confpi- 
cuous  cape  is  Hated  to  be  in  longitude  2l0"  .^S^ 
but  in  the  ci;art  it  is   placed  in  215"  S'';  from 
Captain  Cook's  fituation  on  tlic  preceding  day  in 
longitude  2  15"  5f/,  he  dcfcribcs  Kaye's  ifland  to 
be  fivc  or  fix  leagues  to  the  wcllward,  hence  the 
Icitter,  or  loniritude  215"  3^  is  to  be  taken  as  the 
lonL'^itudc  then  ari](!;ned  to  it;  and  this  made  our 
(;bierv.itif.iis   for   the    longitude    vary  lefs    from 
Caplaii:  Cook's,  than  on  the  coaft  further  to  the 
v»cil\\i.rd. 
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The  ditfercncc  ia  longitude  between  Cap'ain 
Cook's  calculations  and  ours,  appeared  todccreafe 
as  we  advanced  to  the  eadvvard  ;  for  at  cape  Eli- 
zabeth it  was  r  P/,  at  cape  Hinchlnhrook  it  was 
54',  but  at  cape  Hamond  it  was  only  -18^  In  the 
evening  we  palled  cape  Suckling,  v\'hich  was 
found  to  be  fituatcd  in  latitude  Oo'  l',  loni^itude 
21O''  19';  and  as  it  was  my  intention  to  recom- 
mence our  furvey  of  the  coafh  from  that  point,  we 
proceeded  along  it  within  about  two  leagues  of  the 
fliore  ;  which  fliot  out  in  fmall  projecting  points, 
with  alternate  low  cliffy,  or  white  fandy  beaches, 
being  the  termination  of  a  border  of  low  wood- 
land countr}',  extending  fomc  diftancc  within, 
until  it  joins  the  foot  of  a  clofc  conneded  chain 
of  lofty  frozen  mountains,  which  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  fame  range  tliat  had  been  conltantly 
obferved  to  extend  from  the  head  of  Cook's  inlet, 
along  the  northern  boundary  of  Prince  William'^ 
found.  From  thelc  low  projcding  points,  fomc 
flioals  -ftretch  into  the  ocean  ;  one  of  thefe  we 
paffed  about  two  in  the  iriorninsz:  of  Fridav  the 
27th,  at  the  diftance  of  about  four  miles,  without 
gaining  foundings,  with  S/i  fathoms  of  line ;  it 
extends  in  a  fouthcrly  diredion,  two  rnilcs  from 
a  low  point  of  land  that  forms  the  well  point  of 
a  bay  apparently  very  ihoal,  and  from  the  cjuan- 
tity  of  white  muddy  water,  that  flowed  from  it 
into  the  fea,  we  concluded  it  to  be  the  outlet  of 
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the  floods  lornicd  on  the  low  land,  by  the  dif- 
folving  ice  and  fnovv  on  the  fides  of  the  ncigh- 
bouiii.g  mountains;  wliich  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year  nuift  hv  copious,  as  our  thermometers  were 
ccneiallv  between  50  and  65,  and  the  elevated 
parts  of  the  coall:  were  dill  covered  with  fnow, 
as  lov  down  as  where  the  pine  trees  began  to 
grow.  From  the  weft  point  of  this  bay,  in  lati- 
tude Go^  3V,  longitude  210"  57\  the  fhorc,  to- 
wards cnpe  Suckling,  makes  a  fmall  bend  to  the 
north- vvcftward,  but  the  general  diredion  of  the 
coaft  is  nearly  call:  and  weft,  and  appeared  to  us 
to  be  firm  and  compaih 

At  ilx  m  the  morning  the  vvefterly  wind  died 
away,  and  the  weather  remained  calm,  or  nearly 
fo,  until  noon,  during  which  time  we  drifted  a 
fjvv  miles  to  the  eaitvvard,  and  llioaled  our  water 
from  Go  to  42  faihoms,  without  appearing  to  ap- 
proach the  Ihore  ;  our  obfcrvations  fliewed  the 
latitude  to  be  50"  57",  longitude  217''  40';  at  this 
time  vv  cfterninort  land  in  fight  bore  by  compais 
S.  Co  W.;  a  fmall  opening  in  the  beach,  which, 
from  the  muddy  water  ilovving  from  it,  was  evi- 
dently the  entrance  into  a  lagoon  or  lliallow  ri- 
vulet, N.  00  W.  diftant  nine  miles ;  the  neareft 
Ihorc,  which  is  an  abrupt  clilF  at  the  extremity 
of  a  ran^.!;c  of  hills  that  ftretch  as  it  were  perpen- 
dicubrly  to  the  bafe  of  the  mountains,  intercept- 
ing the  low  border,  and  terminating  at  the  fca- 
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fide  N.  y  W.,  dillant  five  or  {ix  miles ;  and  the 
eaiternmoft  land  in  figiit,  which  is  low,  and  ap- 
parently a  projedlng  point,  N.  54  E. 

Our  fair  and  pleafant  weather  cecifed  with  the 
wclicrly  wind  ;  this  was  fucceedcd  m  the  after- 
noon by  a  heavy  and  gloomy  atmofphcrc,  parti- 
cularly over  the  land,  which,   c-^:ccpting  on  the 
border  and  lower  hills,  was  enveloped  in  a  dreary 
obfcurity  ;  the  wind  was  light  in  the  fouthern 
board,  and  enabled  us  to  make   fome  little  pro- 
screfs  aloncr  the  coaft,  and  thoui;h  we  incrcaled 
oui'  diilancc  from  it,  yet  the  depth  of  water  dc- 
creafed  to  35  fithoms ;  the   night   was  moftly 
calm,  or  attended  with  light  variable  winds,  and 
the  depth  of  water  from  35  to  -ig  fathoms.    By 
noon  the  next  day,  Saturday  the  L'Sth,  the  wind 
blew  a  frefli  gale  from  the  N.  E.,  accompanied 
with  fqualls  and  palling  Ihowcrs  of  rain.     The 
obferved  latitude  59"  5  l',  the  longitude  :2]  3  1  /', 
the  depth  of  water  was  about  oo  fathoms;  in 
this  fituation  the  land,  though   but  indiftin^tly 
fcen,  bore  by  compafs  as  follows ;  the  wellcrn- 
moll:  part  W.  by  N.;  the  above  low  projeaing 
point,  being  the  neareft  fliore,  N.  2:.  W.,  eight 
miles  diftant ;  a  high  abrupt  cliiiy  point  forming!; 
the  weft  point  of  a  bay,  bounded  by  a  iblid  body 
of  ice  or  frozen  fnow,  N.  '21  E.     From  the  cMl- 
ern  fide  of  this  icy  bay,  the  coall:,  formed  of  low, 
or  rather  moderatclv-clcvatcd  land,  rxt-endcd  to 
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.  04.;  beyond  which,  high  diflant  fiiowy  moun- 
tains were  feen  N.  6;  E. 

Agalnft   thcfe    advcrfc    winds,   which  almoft 
conftantly  attended  us,  we  were  obliged  to  ply  ; 
but  as  at  times  they  varied  their  diredlion  a  little, 
we  gained  fome  fmall  advantage,  fo  that  by  ten 
o'clock  on  Sunday  forenoon  w'C  tacked  in  23  fa- 
thoms, within  a  league  of  the  caft  point  of  the 
above  icy  bay,  which  I  named  Point  Riou.     It 
is  low,  well  wooded,  with  a  fmall  iflet  detached 
at  a  little  diftance  to  the  weft  ward  of  it.     Eall- 
ward  from  the  fleep  cliffs  that  terminate  this  bay, 
and  from  whence  the  ice   dcfcends  into  the  fea, 
the  coail:  is  again  compoicd  of  a  fpacious  margin 
of  low  land,  rihng  with  a  gradual  and  uniform 
afccnt  to  the  foot  of  the  Hill  connected  chain  of 
lofty  mountains,  whofe  fummits  are  but  the  bafe 
from  whence   mount  St.  Ellas  towers,   majefti- 
cally  conspicuous   in  regions  of  perpetual  froft. 
The  obferved  latitude  at  noon  was  r>y"  45',  lon- 
citudc  '2](f  o';  in  this  fituation  the  weftcrnmoft 
land  in  fight  by  compafs  bore  N.  85  W.;  point 
Riou,  N.  23  W.;  diilant  (j  miles,  from  v\ hence 
low  land  extended  to  N.  55  K.     The  wind  ftill 
continued  in  the  caliern  board,  but  was  no  longer 
favorable  to  our  progress ;  for  in  turning  to  wind- 
ward from  this  tlation   \m^   lull  ground  until  the 
morning  of  Tuefday,  July  the  lit,  when  a  light 
breeze,    attended  by    fcrene    pk'afant    weath  i\ 
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rprangupfromthe\vc{l\vard,witii\\hichcnrcourlc 
was  direded  lor  the  low  land  to  the  call  ward 
of  point  lliou.  At  noon,  the  obfcrved  latitude; 
was  5Q^3(y,longitude  2]{f  ]~/,  and  the  varlatl;.n 
of  the  compafswas  in  t'lie  morning  30"1?.0'  caiiorlv. 
The  moil  wcftern  land  in  fiidit  at  this  time  bore 
by  compafs  well:;  point  lliou,  N.  5  1  W.  ;  th.e 
neareft  fliore,  N.  21  W.,  diltant  Icven  miles. 
This  is  a  low  proje<^ling  point  of  land,  iituated 
aecording  to  our  obfervationa  in  latitude  3<y  4/', 
and  longitude  210"  1/'';  a  point  whicli  1  nam.cd 
PoiiVT  Man  BY,  and  which  I  took  to  be  the  well: 
point  of  what  in  Mr.  Dixon's  chart  is  called  Ad- 
miralty bay,  bore  N.  30  E.,  dillantfe^  en  leagues; 
beyond  which,  high  dillant  fnowy  mountains 
were  fccn  ftretchina:;  to  N.  8o  E.  As  we  ad- 
vanced  along  the  coail  from  point  lliou  the  coun- 
try became  lefs  woody,  and  be)'ond  the  low  pro- 
jcdiing  point  it  leemed  only  to  produce  a  brovvnifii 
vegetation,  which  furth  ^''  to  the  ealhvard  intlvcly 
difappeared,  and  prefeutv  1  a  naked  barren  c  un- 
try,  compofed  apparcntiv  of  ioofe  unconr.  etcd 
floncs  of  different  ma'jnitudcs. 

The  weather  vv:.  fine,  and  ilse  wind  bein-j:  fa- 
vorable  we  made  a  pleafant  progrcfs  along  tfie 
coaft,  which  continued  to  be  a  low  compa-cl: 
border  of  plain  land;  tiiiiv  towards  point  Manbv, 
gradually  put  on  a  more  verdrnt  and  fertile  ap- 
pearance, and  to  the  eallward  c)''  li^af  point   the 
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country  was  again  well  wooded.  In  the  evening 
\vc  paflcd  point  Manby,  and  fliw  to  the  E.  N.  E. 
the  iflands  that  form  port  Mulgrave,  for  which 
we  ftccrcd  in  queft  of  the  Chatham,  but  made 
little  progrefs,  as  the  favorable  breeze  again  de- 
ferted  us,  and  was  fuccccded  by  a  calm.  At  ten 
at  night  we  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  in  the  di- 
redion  of  port  Mulgrave,  which  was  immedi- 
ately aniVcrcd,  concluding  it  to  be  fired  from 
our  confort ;  this  conjetflure  proved  to  be  corrc(f:t, 
as  by  four  in  the  morning  of  Wcdnefday  the  2d 
w  c  were  vifited  by  Mr.  Manby,  the  mafter  of  the 
Chatham,  in  one  of  the  Kodiak  Indian  canoes, 
attended  by  two  others.  The  Indians  had  re- 
ported tliat  a  fliip  was  near  the  coail,  and  our 
having  anfwcred  their  gun  the  preceding  even- 
ing, left  little  doubt  on  board  the  Chatham  of 
our  being  arrived ;  and  under  a  fuppofition  that 
it  might  be  mv  intention  to  enter  port  Mulgrave, 
Mr.  Manby  had  come  e»tf  for  the  pnrpofe  of  con- 
du^511n5:  us  thither.  By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Puicct 
I  became  informed  tliat  the  Ciiatham  had  reached 
port  Mulgrave  o^.  the  :i<jl'u  «)f  June,  having  com- 
pleted the  examination  of  the  continental  fliore 
from  cape  linichlnbruok  to  that  ftation,  where 
he  had  fjund  George  Portnti"*  (the  llufTian  men- 
tioned in  Cook's  inieC,)  with  nine  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  nine  hundred  Kouiak  and  Cook's 
inlet  Indians,  un<.:er  his  direc^tions,  having  ex- 
tended 
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tended  their  cxcurllons  in  their  finall  fkin  canoes 
thus  far,  in  quell  of  fca  otter  and  other  {kins.     • 

The  pleafantnels  of  the  weather  was  much  in- 
terrupted by  the  decline  of  the  wefterly  wind  ; 
and  we  had  now  faint  variable  breezes  between 
north  and  S.  E.,  attended  with  drizzling  rain  and 
thick  mifty  weather,  that  almoft  obfcured  the 
knd  from  our  y\cv*\  Whilft  we  were  in  this 
fituation,  the  canoes  that  had  come  with  Mr. 
Manby  contrived  to  get  unobferved  at  a  diftancc 
from  the  lliip  ;  and  when  called  back,  inftead  of 
returning  made  the  bell  of  their  w'ay  to  the  fliore. 
This  unpleafant  weather,  with  alternate  calms, 
continued  until  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  a 
gentle  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  W. ;  but  as 
by  this  time  we  had  drifted  too  far  to  the  eafl- 
ward  of  cape  Phipps  to  fetch  into  port  Mulgravc, 
and  as  1  had  no  inducement  from  Mr.  Puget's 
communication  to  give  up  the  advantage  of  the 
then  lavorable  breeze  for  proceeding  along  tlic 
coafl,  we  hauled  as  near  to  cape  Phipps  as  the 
wind  would  allow,  and  after  fn-'nm  Ibme  cuns 
to  announce  our  fituation  to  the  Chatham,  we 
bore  away  along  the  coafl:,  which  from  port  Mul- 
grave  is  compofcd  of  a  low  border,  wclbwooded, 
cxtendinti;  from  the  bafe  of  the  mountains  into 
the  fca.  The  feafon  of  the  year  not  requiring 
that  we  Ihould  lie  to,  to  wait  the  return  of  the 
day  for  carrying  our  furvcy  into  execution,  wc 
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continued  under  an  eafy  fail,  in  expedation  of 
the  Chatham  overtaking  us ;  but  this  was  not  the 
cafe,  nor  was  our  favorable  gale  of  long  duration. 
On  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  3d  the  wind 
was  again  variable  in  the  eaflern  quarter,  againit 
which,  as  ufual,  we  plied,  but  to  little  purpofe. 
At  ten  in  the  forenoon  a  flrange  fail  was  defcricd 
to  the  caftward,  and  at  noon  the  obferved  lati- 
tude was  r^ij^O',  longitude  I'LH"  lo'.  In  this 
fituation  the  coall  was  fcen  extending  by  compafs 
from  N.  W.  to  S.  82  K. ;  its  nearell  part  N.  E., 
about  three  leagues  dilbmt ;  the  fliores  Itill  con- 
tinued to  be  covered  with  w'ood,  were  low,  and 
a])pearcd  to  be  much  inundated,  and  the  waters 
found  tlieir  way  to  the  fea  in  ihallovv  rivulets, 
throuiih  two  or  three  breaks  in  the  beach. 

The  flrange  fail  came  up,  and  joined  us  in  the 
afternoon.  She  proved  to  be  the  Jackall,  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Brown.  This  veffel  had  vifitcd 
thefe  parts  of  tlie  coail  the  two  preceding  fum- 
mcrs,  as  a  tender  belonging  to  the  Butterworth, 
then  under  the  command  of  this  gentleman,  but 
at  tlie  conclulion  of  the  feafon  in  irt)3,  flie  had 
been  difpatched  towards  England,  witii  direc- 
ilons  to  fifli  for  whales  and  feals  in  pafling  through 
ihe  Pacific  Ovcan,  and  at  Staten  l^and,  where  Mr. 
Hi"t)wn  had  formed  a  temporary  eftablllbment. 
With  this  veflel,  and  the  Prince  le  Boo  his  otiier 
tender,  Mr.  Brown  had  gone  to  Canton,  from 
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whence  he  had  departed  on  the  2-1  th  of  February; 
and  after  having  a  very  tedious  palTage,  he   had 
reached  this  coad  on  the  30th  of  the  preceding 
month,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  Crofs 
found ;  but  not  having  been  able  to  procure  an 
obfervation  for  feveral  days,  he  was  fleering  to  the 
north-weft  for  that  place;  this  miftake  was  now 
correded,  and  as  there  was  not  much  profpe(5i:  of 
our  ftopping  before  we  fliould  reach  Crofs  found, 
Mr.  Brown  offered    to  accompany  us    thither. 
From  him  we  received  the  lateft  accounts  of  the 
ftate  of  Europe  that  had  appeared  in  China  beiore 
his  failing.  Thefe  contained  not  only  the  melan- 
choly intelligence  of  the  death  of  Louis  XVI.  and 
of  the  anarchy  which  exifted  in  France,  but  like- 
wife  her  declaration  of  war  againfl  England,  and 
of  the  attempts  which   the  difcontcntcd   were 
making  in  Great  Britain,  by  the  promulgation 
of  French  dodrincs,  to  fubvert  our  ineftimable 
conllitution.    The  operation  of  fuch  unwelcome 
and  unexpected  tidings,  breaking  as  it  were  from 
a  cloud  upon  the  mintis  of  perlbns  fo  little  pro- 
pared  to  receive  them,  will  be  infmitc^v  eaficr  for 
the  reader  to  conceive  than  for  me  to  dckribc,  and 
I  fliall  therefore  only  fay,  that  they  )»ccame  the 
fubjeds  of  our  moft  ferious  and  painful  rcftedion. 
Both  wind  and  wcatlier  was  very  unpleafant  ; 
the  former  fettled  on  Friday  the  -1th  in  a  fouth- 
caftcrly  gale,  attended  by   a  heavy  fwcU,   with 
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fqualls,  and  dark  rainy  weather,  which  reduced 
us  to  clofc- reeled  top  fails.  We  fcparated  from 
the  Jackall,  and  attempted  to  beat  to  w  indward, 
but  loft  ground  until  the  (5th  ;  when,  after  fome 
hours  calm,  we  were  favored  in  the  morning 
with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  N.  W.,  and  a  re- 
turn of  plcalimt  weather.  We  had  now  an  ex- 
tcnfive  view  of  the  fea  coaft,  ftrctching  by  com-, 
pafb  S.  //  W.  to  N.  80  E.,  within  which  limits 
mount  St.  Elias  and  mount  Fairvveather  role 
magnificently  confpicuous,  from  the  ftill-conti- 
nucd  range  of  lofty  fnowy  mountains.  This  fa- 
vorable fifale  foon  enabled  us  to  recover  tiic 
ground  we  had  loll,  and  by  noon  wc  reached  the 
latitude  of  5(j"  3',  longitude  221"  4 1',  and  the 
variation  in  the  afternoon  was  31"  2(3'  eaftwardl) . 
In  this  fituation  mount  St.  Elias,  being  the  wef- 
ternmoft  land  in  fight,  bore  by  compafs  N.  /o  W. ; 
mount  Fairvveather  was  at  this  time  obfcurcd  by. 
clouds  ;  the  neareil  fliorc,  which  was  near  a  nar-. 
row  iliallow  opening  into  a  lagoon,  E.  N.  E.  dif- 
tiuit  fevcn  miles ;  and  the  eafternmoll  land  in 
fight  S.  85  E.  The  part  of  the  coaft  olf  which  we 
had  been  thus  cruifmg  fince  the  preceding  Thurf- 
day  appeared  from  its  latitude,  and  relative  fitua- 
tion with  thefe  two  very  coni'picuous  moun- 
tains, to  be  that  part  where  Captain  Cook  fup- 
pofed  that  Bcering  had  anchored,  and  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  Bcering,  fuppofing  it  tobe 
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a  b.'iy,  with  an  ifland  covered  with  wood  lying 
off  its  fouthcrn  point.  But  in  this  neighbour- 
hood no  fuch  bay  or  ifland  cxifts,  and  Captain, 
Coook  mull  have  been  led  into  the  miftake  by 
the  great  diftance  at  which  he  Taw  this  coall ;  in 
conlcqucnce  ot"  which  he  was  prevented  noticing 
the  extenfive  border  of  low  'land  that  ftretches 
from  the  foot  of  the  vaft  range  of  lofty  moun- 
tains, and  forms  the  fca  ihore.  The  irregularity 
ot  the  bafe  of  thcfc  mountains,  which  retire  in 
ibme  places  to  a  confiderable  dlilance,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  the  part  now  alluded  to,  would,  on  a 
more  remote  view  than  we  had  taken,  lead  the 
moll  cautious  obfcrver  to  confidcr  the  appear- 
ances in  the  coaft,  as  indicating  deep  bays,  or 
openings  likely  to  afford  tolerable,  and  even  good 
Ihelter ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  information 
we  had  previoufly  received  from  Mr.  Brown,  who 
had  been  clofe  in  with  thcfe  Ihorcr,  we  ihould 
have  Hill  fuppofed,  until  thus  I'ar  advanced,  that 
we  had  Bccring's  bay  in  view,  with  the  illand 
lying  near  its  Ibuth-eallern  point.  This  decep- 
tion is  occafioned  bv  a  ramification  of  the  moun- 
tains  ftretchin;:;  towards  the  ocean,  and  termi- 
nating in  a  perpendicular  cliff,  as  if  at  the  fea 
fide  ;  }ui\ing  a  iVAYi-c  elevated  part  of  the  low  bor- 
<lcr,  covered  w'l'di  v.doJ,  lying  to  the  fouth-wefl 
of  it ;  the  former,  at  a  diltance  appears  to  form 
the  call  point  of  an  cxtenfive  bay,  and  tlic  latter, 
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an  ifland  Ij'Ing  off  trom  it ;  but  both  thcfc  arc  at 
the  didance  of  fume  miles  from  the  fea  ihore, 
which  from  port  Mulgravc  to  this  ftation  takes 
v.  general  diredVion  about  S.  65  E.  and  is  chiefly 
compofed  of  a  very  low  tract  of  land,  terminat- 
ing in  fandy  beaches ;  over  whicii,  frorn  the  maft 
head,  were  feen  confiderable  '^ools,  or  lagoons  of 
water,  commimicating  with  the  ocean  by  flial- 
low  breaks  in  the  beach  ;  acrofs  all  of  which,  the 
fea  broke  with  much  violence.  Where  this  low 
country  was  not  intcrfcd:ed  by  the  inland  waters, 
it  was  tolerably  well  wooded  ;  but  as  we  ad- 
vanced to  the  caftward,  this  border  became  lefs 
extcnfive,  was  more  elevated,  and  much  lefs  co- 
vered with  wood,  and  for  a  few  miles  totally 
dcftitute  of  either  wood  or  verdure  ;  and  like  that 
part  before  noticed  between  point  Riou  and  point 
Ivlanby,  was  compofed  of  naked  rugged  frag- 
ments of  rocks  of  various  magnitudes,  lying  as  it 
were  in  the  front  of  mount  Fairweather,  like 
thofe  on  the  lliore  before  mount  St.  Elias. 

The  bafe  of  this  lofty  range  of  mountains  now 
gradually  approached  the  fea  fide  ;  and  to  the 
Ibuth  ward  of  cape  Fairweather,  it  maybe  laid  to 
be  waflied  by  the  ocean ;  the  Interruption  in  the 
fummit  ofthefc  verv  elevated  mountains  men- 
tloned  by  Captain  Cook,  was  likcwife  ccnfpicu- 
oufiy  evident  to  us  as  vvc  failed  along  the  coaft 
this  day,  and  looked  like  a  plain  compofed  of  a 
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folid  mafs  of  ice  or  frozen  fnow,  inclining  gra- 
dually towards  the  low  border  ;  which,  from  the 
fmoothnefs,  uniformity,  and  clean  appearuncc  of 
its  furface,  conveyed  the  idea  of  cxtcnfue  water* 
having  once  exifted  beyond  the  then  limits  of  our 
view,  which  had  pafTcd  over  this  dcprciTed  part 
of  the  mountains,  until   their  progrcfs  had  been 
flopped  by  the  feverity  of  the  climate,  and  that 
by  the  accumulation  of  fuccecding  fnow,  freezing 
on  this  body  of  .       a  barrier  had  become  formed, 
that  had  prevent      .uch  waters  from  flowing  into 
the  fea.     This  is  not  the   only  place  where  we 
had  noticed  the  like   appearances ;  fnicc  paffing 
the  icy  bay  mentioned  on  the  28th  of  June,  other 
valleys  had  been  fecn  ftrongly  rcfembling  this, 
but  none  were  fo  extcnfive,   nor  was  the  iurfacc 
of  any  of  them  fo  clean,  moll  of  them  appearing 
to  be  very  dirty.     I  do  not  however  mean  to  al- 
fert,  that  thcfe  inclined  planes  of  ice  muft  have 
been  formed  by  the  paffmg  of  inland  waters  thus 
into  the  ocean,  as  the  elevation  of  them,  which 
muft  be  many  hundred  yards  above  the   level  of 
the  fea,  and   their  havin«;  been  doomed  for  asres 
to  perpetual  I'roft,  operate  much  againll  this  rea- 
foning  ;  but  one  is  naturally  led,  on  contemplat- 
ini.!;  any  phrcnonicno^i  out  of  tlie  ordinary  courfe 
of  nature,  to  form  iomc  conjecture,  and  to  ha- 
zard fomc  opinion  as  to  its  origin,  which  on  the 
prcfent  occafion  is  rather  offered  for  the  purpofo 
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of  dcfcriblng  its  appearance,  than  accounting  for 
the  caufc  of  its  exiftence.  About  fix  in  the  even- 
ing, vvc  paffed  within  about  half  a  league  of  cape 
Fairweathcr,  fituatcd  according  to  our  obferva^ 
tions  in  latitude  58°  bQ\\  longitude  222°  20'. 
This  cape  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  very  confpi- 
cuous  promontory ;  it  is  moft  diftinguifhable 
when  feen  from  the  fouthward,  as  the  land  to 
the  weft  of  it  retires  a  few  miles  back  to  the 
north,  and  there  forms  a  bend  in  the  coaft,  which 
is  the  moft  confpicuous  point  we  noticed,  caft- 
ward  from  cape  Phipps.  It  is  terminated  by  a 
low  bluff  cliff,  on  a  fandy  beach ;  near  which 
are  a  few  detached  rocks.  At  eight  in  the  even- 
ing mount  St.  Elias  bore  by  compafs  N.  731  W. 
and  mount  Fairweathcr  N.  lo  E. ;  the  length  of 
time  we  had  been  in  fight  of  thefe  very  remark- 
able lofty  mountains  afforded  us  many  obferva- 
tions  for  afccrtaining  their  fituation  ;  whence  the 
former  appeared  to  be  in  latitude  Oo^  22^^  lon- 
gitude 2iy°  2l',  and  2.5  miles  from  the  nearcft 
iea  fliore,  which  is  that  of  Icy  bay  ;  the  latter  in 
latitude  58"  5  7',  longitude  222°  4;',  and  nine 
miles  from  the  fea  Ibore. 

The  favorable  breeze  continuing  with  delight- 
fully pleufant  weather,  and  having  the  advantage 
of  day-light,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  twenty-four 
hours,  we  were  enabled  to  keep  within  five  miles 
of  the  coaft,  which  was  now  a^rain  well  wooded, 
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and  from  cape  Fairweather  took  a  dircdllon  Si 
43  E. ;  it  is  fleep  and  intire,  with  the  exception 
of  one  fmall  opening,  that  had  the  appearance  of 
being  likely  to  afford  flielter  for  ftiipping;  but- it 
is  completely  bounded  at  a  little  diflancc  by  ileep 
compac^l:  mountains,  which  are  a  <:ontinuation  of 
the  fame  undivided  range  ftretching  to  the  eaft- 
ward.  Until  paft  eleven  at  night  mount  St. 
Elias  w^as  yet  within  our  vifible  horizon,  appear- 
ing like  a  lofty  mountain,  although  at  this  time 
it  was  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
geographical  miles ;  it  was,  however,  foon  ob- 
fcured  by  a  thick  haze  gathering  on  the  coaft, 
which,  by  four  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  tht 
7th,  became  a  low  thick  fog  ;  above  which,  the 
fummits  of  the  nearer  mountains  were  not  only 
vifible,  but  perfedly  clear,  whilfl  the  fliores  were 
intirely  hidden  from  our  fight.  This  circum- 
llancc  obliged  us  to  haul  our  wind,  and  to  wait 
for  a  more  favorable  opportunity  to  proceed  in 
our  examination  ;  this  by  feven  o'clock  was  again 
rcfumcd,  directing  our  courfe  for  a  more  confpi- 
cuous  high  bluff  promontory,  which,  as  we  fup- 
pofcd,  proved  to  be  the  well  point  of  cntrctncc 
into  Crofs  found,  named  by  me  in  honor  ot  Lord 
Spencer,  Cai'K  Sm^NCEU.  The  wind  being 
faint,  our  projrrefs  was  flow  along  the  coafl, 
compofed  of  a  flecp  woody  (bore,  much  indented 
with  covca  or  bays,  of  a  hilly  and  uneven  furfacc, 
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with  feme  rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  fcattered  about 
it  at  the  diitcmcc  ot'  about  a  mile.  The  obfcrved 
latitude  at  noon  was  58*^  iV,  longitude  223"  2l'; 
the  wcftcrnmoft  part  of  the  coaft  then  bearing 
by  compais  N.  47  W. ;  the  outermoft  of  the 
above  rocky  iilots  N.  0  E.  diftant  two  miles ; 
cape  Spencer  N.  5()  E.  off  which  lie  fome  rocks 
that  extend  about  half  a  league  ;  and  the  eaftern- 
nioft  part  of  the  coaft  in  fight,  .S.  85  E. 

Shortly  after  noon,  we  were  vifited  by  a  few 
of  the  inhabitants  in  a  canoe,  who,  without  much 
hefitation,  came  alongfide,  but  none  of  them 
would  venture  on  board,  without  a  hoftage  being 
fcnt  into  their  canoe  as  a  fccurity  for  their  fafe 
return.  As  thefe  people  were  likely  to  become 
our  frequent  vifitors,  during  the  time  we  might 
find  occafion  to  remain  in  this  neighbourhood, 
their  rcqvicft  was  complied  with ;  and  on  one 
of  our  feamen  going  into  their  canoe  an  Indian 
tame  on  board,  to  whom  I  gave  fuch  things  as 
were  likely  to  be  acceptable,  and  to  encourage 
them  in  friendly  offices.  This  treatment  fecmed 
to  opcnite  agreeably  to  my  vviQics,  for  the  Indian 
remained  on  board  Ibme  time  to  all  appearance 
pcrfedly  eafy  and  reconciled,  until  a  breeze  from 
tlie  S.  \V.  fprang  up,  and  being  favorable  to  our 
proceeding  into  Crofs  Ibund,  I  defircd  our  man 
to  come  on  board,  and  made  fjgns  to  the  Indian 
tliut  he  (liould  return  into  hia   canoe;  but   hi:> 
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countrymen  feenned  to  be  very  dcfirous  of  detain- 
ing their  new  companion,  making  figns  that  they 
wiflicd  to  take  him  on  fhore ;  and  it  was  not 
until  fomc  threatening  ilgns  were  made  ufc  of, 
mufkcts  produced,  and  preparations  made  for 
hoifting  out  a  boat,  that  he  was  permitted  to 
quit  the  canoe,  into  which  the  Indian  on  board 
immediately  returned. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  on  what  were  the  in- 
tentions of  thefe  people,  whether  they  were  friend- 
ly, or  whether  otherways  inclined  ;  but  judging 
from  appearances,  the  former  would  feem  to  have 
bee  1  the  cafe,  as  their  behaviour  was  civil  and  or- 
derly, and  they  were  alfo  very  good  humoured. 
No  fooner  had  our  man  got  on  board  the  (hip, 
than  he  was  prefented  with  a  fea  otter  fkin,  and 
fome  other  trifles,  by  a  perfon  who  appeared  to  be 
the  principal  or  chief  of  the  party,  and  to  whom  I 
marie  a  very  ample  return.     After  this  they  dc- 
partf  d  finging  fongs,  and  we  proceeded  up  Crofs 
found,  which  is  a  very  fpacious  opening  in  the 
coaft ;  and  as  Captain  Cook  very  corre(5lly  ob- 
ferves,  branches  into  fcveral  arms,  th    largell  ap- 
pearing to  tu]:c  a  northerly  diredlon.     On   the 
furiacc  of  tic  water  in  the  found  were  a  great 
number  of  itiiall,  though  hard  pieces  of  looie  ice  ; 
fome  of  V.  hlch,  at  firll  fight,  occafioned  confidcr- 
able  alarm,  from  their  llrong  rcfemblance  to  fca- 
beaten  rocks,  jiift  lev  el  with  the  furfacc  of  the 
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Mater,  which   had  the  appearance  of  breaking 
over  them  with  ^reat  violence,  and  preientcd  the 
navigating  ot'this  inlet  as  an  extremely  intricate 
and  difficult  talk  ;  ei]}ccially,  as  no  bottom  could 
be  reached  with  80  and  00  fathoms  of  line,  clofe 
to  thefe  apparent  dangers.     A  little  time,  how- 
ever, ibon  difcovered  them  to  be  nothing  more 
than  dark- coloured  and  dirty  pieces  of  ice,  which 
kft  me  w  ithout  any  apprehenfions  for  our  fafety, 
and  I  had  afterwards  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
this  found  is  free  to  navi2;atc,  and  is  not  incom- 
jnoded  with  either  rocks  or  ilioals,  that  are  not 
i'ufficiently  confpicuous  to  be  eafily  avoided. 
.     The  fouth-weil  wind  was  too  faint  to  admit 
of  our  reaching  a  place  of  anchorage  on  either 
iliore,  and  as  in  the  evening  it  was  fucceedcd  by 
a  calm,  accompanied   by  thick  foggy   weather, 
we  were  obliiX'-d  to  fiibmit   durinti;  the  night  to 
the  influence  of  the  exiiling  tides  or  currents ; 
not  bein.'j;  able  to  iiain  bottom  with  140  fathoms 
of  line,    until  about  eight    in   the   morning  of 
Tuefcay  the  8th  ;  when  tl^c  roaring  of  the  iurf 
on  the  rocks  in  an   eatlern  dire61ion,  announced 
we  were  faft  approaching  them ;  and  at  that  time 
we  jrained  i{)undinc;s  at  H)  fathoms ;  but  as  the 
next  call  dccieafedthe  depth  to  io  fathoms,  we 
inmjcdiately  anchored  on  a  bottom  of  fand  and 
mud.  ■,  '  .        '<        •-     •     ■ 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  the  fog  dift 

per  led. 


/ 


170'!']  ROUND  THE  WOULD.  363 

pcrfed,  and  wc  difcovcrcd  that  our  fituatlon  was 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  found,  nearly  mid- way 
between  tw'o  rocks  about  a  mile  afundcr,  and 
each  lying  about  half  a  mile  to  the  weftward  of 
two  points  of  land,  the  one  forming  the  north, 
and  the  other  the  fouth  point  of  a  fpacious  har- 
bour, without  any  vifible  danger  or  obflru<5lioii 
to  our  entering ;  and  as  it  appeared  to  be  an  eli- 
gible ilation  for  the  veffels,  whllft  the  boats 
Ihould  be  employed  in  the  examination  of  this 
fpacious  inlet,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  font  to  examine 
and  fix  upon  a  convenient  fituatlon.      •     ■ 

About  noon  the  Chatham  arrived  off  the  en- 
trance of  the  found,  on  which  Mr.  Manby  was 
difpatched  to  condud:  her  to  our  ftation.  Mr. 
Whidbey  returned  about  three  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, after  having  found  a  tolerably  conve- 
nient cove  behind  the  land  that  forms  the  north- 
ern point  of  the  harbour,  which  Is  a  fmall  ifiaiid. 
This  place  being  fufRcient  to  anfwer  all  our  im- 
mediate purpofes,  vv'e  lofl  no  time  in  proceeding 
thither,  and  jufl  as  the  anchor  was  up,  the  depth 
of  water  fuddenly  dccreafcd  from  lo  to  il  fa- 
thoms. The  channel  was  afterwards  founded 
but  no  danger  was  difcovcrcd,  the  Ihalloweft 
water  beins:  nine  fathoms  clofe  to  our  former 
loundings  of  1 1  fathoms,  which  was  found  to  be 
upon  a  Imall  patcli  of  rocky  bottom,  v,  itli  30  to 
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40  fathoms  all  around  it.  Wc  foon  reached  the 
cove,  and  moored  in  14  fathoms  water,  flifF 
clayey  bottom,  within  about  a  cable's  length  of 
the  Ihore ;  where,  in  the  evening,  the  Chatham 
moored  llkcwife.  ■   r     '•       .  :• 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  we  had  been  vidtcd 
by  fomc  of  the  natives  in  a  very  civil  and  friendly 
manner  ;  they  fold  us  a  few  fifli,  and  fome  indif- 
ferent fca  otter  Ikins,  for  our  various  articles  of 
traffic ;  but  for  the  Ikins  they  preferred  old 
clothes  of  any  defer! ption,  to  cloth  in  the  piece. 

As  the  view^  we  had  hitherto  obtained  of  Crofs 
found  had  been  very  imperfect,  the  next  morn- 
ing, Wednefday  the  9th,  we  rowed  about  the 
found,  in  order  to  determine  on  the  beft  mode  of 
carrying  the  examination  of  It  into  effect.  Hav- 
ing left  nothing  behind  us  unafccrtained  with- 
out the  found,  it  appeared  to  me  very  evident, 
that  only  one  boat  party  could  be  advantageoufly 
employed,  and  that  the  furvey  would  be  a  very 
irkfome  and  tedious  talk,  in  confcquencc  of  the 
immenfe  numbers  of  large  pieces  of  ice  that  were 
floating  in  the  found  in  every  diredion.  To 
guard  as  much  as  poflible  againft  accidents,  I  di- 
reded  that  inftead  of  two  boats  as  heretofore, 
three  fliould  be  equipped  for  this  fervice,  with  a 
fortnight's  fupply  of  provifions,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Mr.  Whidbcy,  who  had  my  orders  to  go 
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back  to  cape  Spencer,  as  we  had  now  traced  tlie 
continental  boundary  eaftvvard  from  Cook's  inlet 
to  that  place ;  and  there  to  commence  and  pro- 
fccute  its  examination,  fo  long  as  their  provifions 
would  hold  out.     On  this  fervicc  he  accordingly 
departed  early  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the 
loth,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Menzies,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  botanical  refearches.  Thofe  on  board  were 
now  fully  employed  in  the  various  ferviccs  the 
veflels  required :    thefe  principally  confiftcd  in 
caulking  the  decks  and  top  fides  of  the  Difco- 
very,  brewing  fpruce  beer,  which  here  proved 
to  be  extremely  good,  and  in  repairing  our  fails 
and  rigging ;  this  latter  had  now  become  an  ob- 
jc<5l  of  our  moft  fcrious  attention,  and  called  forth 
all  our  management  and   ingenuity,  as  we   had 
little  rope  left  to  replace  thofe  that  were  by  this 
time  worn  down  to  the  very  laft  ftage  of  being 
fcrviceablc.  > 

The  plan  of  our  operations  thus  arranged  ;  and 
having  received  from  Mr.  Puget  his  journal  and 
chart  of  the  coall,  eaftwa  i  from  Prince  Wil- 
liam's found ;  I  iliall  proceed  in  the  following 
chapter  to  ftate  fuch  information  as  was  procured 
during  the  fcparation  of  the  veilels,  in  which  it 
will  appear  that  I  have  adopted  the  name  of 
Ikering's  bay,  inftcad  of  that  oi  Aibmralty  hay,  {o 
named  by  Mr.  Dixon;  this  I  have  done  from  a 
"    '  convictif)n 
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convidlon  of  its  being  the  place  that  Becring  had' 
vifitcd,  and  in  conformity  with  Captain  Cook's 
intentions,  that  the  bay  in  which  Becring  had 
anchored  fhould  bear  his  name,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing rca(bns  alfo.  :  •;  ;  ■  ,  .  •>,  '  IJ.: 
.  On  reference  to  the  chart  of  Mr.  Dixon,  who 
firft  named  that  place  Admiralty  bay,  another 
fpacious  bay  is  therein  defcribed  to  the  caflward 
of  it,  having  an  ifland  lying  oiY  its  fouth-eaft 
point,  and  called  Beering's  bay ;  this  has  evi- 
dently been  done  in  conformity  to  Captain 
Cook's  chart,  for  the  diftance  at  which  MelTrs." 
Portlock  and  Dixon  paffed  the  coall,  gave  them 
the  fame  fort  of  view  of  it,  and  precluded  their 
detecting  the  error  into  which  Captain  Cook  had 
fallen  from  fimilar  circumllanccs.  Captain  Cook 
alfo  reprcfents  an  extenfive  bay  to  the  weftvvard 
of  Beering's  bay,  and  hence  the  two  charts  ex- 
actly corrcfpond.  I  had  confidcred  Mr.  Dixon's, 
to  have  been  the  firft  European  veflcl  that  had 
ever  entered  that  bay  ;  but  our  late  minute  ex- 
amination has  flicwn,  that  between  cape  Suck- 
ling and  cape  Falrweather  only  one  inch  bay 
exifts  ;  and  confequently  it  mull  be  that  in  which 
Becring  had  anchored,  and  from  whence  at  that 
time  he  fcnt  Chitrow  the  mafter  of  the  fleet  to 
reconnoitre  the  bay.  "  Chitrow  found  between 
*'  fome  illands  a  convenient  anchoring  place,  fc- 
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"  cure  from  all  winds,  but  there  was  no  occafion 
"  to  make  ufe  of  it."*     Now  fmcc  port  Tvlul- 
grave  is  formed  by  iflands,   and  fince   it  is  the 
only  place  on  the  coaft  between  cape  Hinchin- 
brook  and   cape  Fairweather,  that  affords   "  a 
"  convenient  anchoring  place  fecure    from  all 
"  winds ;"  and  fmce  that  fituation  will  be  found 
to  correfpond  with  the  latitude  aflfigncd  to  Bear- 
ing's anchorage,  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Smyloff  to  Cap- 
tain Cook  at  Oonalafhka  in  Odober  1788;  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  Beerlng  could  have  anchored 
any  where  elfe,  or  that  Controller's  bay  and  Ka)  c's 
ifland  could  have  been   the  places  alluded  to  in 
Mullcr's  account  of  Becrinii's  vova;i;c,  becaufc 
that  bay  is  rendered  Inacccffible  by  flioiils,  and  I.j 
incapable  of  affording  any  flicker   to  fliippln^-. 
This  bay  then,  fmcc  no  other  exlfts  within  the 
limits  in  queftion,  muft  be  the  fame  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  meant  to  diftinguifli  by  the  name  of 
Beering's  bay,  in   honor  of  its  firft  dlfcovercr ; 
although  it  is  not  found  to  be  fituatcd  In  the 
Identical  fpot  on  the  coaft  that  Captani  Cook  at 
that  time  did  fuppofe,  but   further  to  the  norlli 
and  weft.    Had  circumftanccs  permitted  Captain 
Cook  to  have  approached  nearer  to  tbcfc  fnorcs 
on  paffmg  by  them,  there  cannot  remain  a  doubt 
but  that  this  miftake  would  not  have  taken  place ; 
*  Vic!c  Mullcr's  account  of  Bceiinj's  \o\a2^c. 
Vol.  V.  B  b  ^        '  and 
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and  in  all  probability  he  vrould  not  have  been  fo 
much  at  a  lofs  to  have  reconciled  the  accounts  of 
the  Ruffian  difcoveries  on  this  part  of  America. 
For  thefc  reafons  the  bay  in  our  chart  bears  Bccr- 
ing's  name,  but  port  Mulgravc,  and  other  places 
in  the  bay  noticed  by  Mr.  Dixon,  remain  unal- 
tered. '     ' 
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CHAPTER  Vllt. 

Mr.  Pugefs  Narrative  of  his  TranfaSilom  and 
Survey  of  the  Coafiy  between  Prince  WllUaiiis 
and  Crofs  Sounds',  during  the  Chatham  s  Sepa- 
ration from  the  D'lfcovery, 

THE  Chatham  on  the  12th  of  June  got 
clear  of  Prince  William's  found,  and  her 
courfe  was  dire6Ved  round  cape  Hinchinbrook 
along  the  eaftern  fide  of  that  ifland,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a  league  from  its  fhores ;  thefc 
were  fomewhat  irregularly  indented  with  fmall 
bays,  taking  a  diredlion  N.  53  E.  about  feventeen 
miles  to  point  Bentinck.  About  two  miles  to 
the  fouth  of  that  point,  commences  the  flioal 
noticed  by  Mr.  Johnftone,  as  extending  acrofs  to 
the  oppofite  continental  fliore  of  the  pafl'age,  that 
lie  attempted  to  pafs.  This  flioal,  not  only 
formed  a  barrier  to  that  paflage,  but  ftrctched  in 
an  eaftwardly  direction  along  the  exterior  conti- 
nental fliore,  at  the  diftancc  of  about  five  miles, 
without  having  either  break  or  opening  in  it. 
Mr.  Pugct  proceeded  along  this  flioal  at  the  dlf- 
tance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  breakers,  the 
depth  from   feven  to  nine  fathoms ;  and  havin 
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now  advanced  about  ten  or  eleven  miles   from 
point   Bentinck,   the   flioal,    which   was   chiefly 
compofed  of  a  dry  barren  fand,  though  In  fomc 
places  producing  a  little   verdure,  took  a   more 
jbutherly  turn,  and  increafed  its  diftancc  from 
•the  high  land,  which  extended  in  a  more  north- 
erly line :  that  of  the  (lioal  was  about  S.  41  E., 
along  which,  Mr.  Puget  ftcered  at  the  diftancc 
of  about  a  league  ;  the  depth  of  water  varying 
fii  m  -U  to  nine  fathoms.     By  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, he  had  advanced  feven  or  eight  leagues  along 
the  (lioal,  when  the  favorable  breeze  being  fuc- 
cccded  by  light  baffling  winds,  and  thick  hazy 
wealher,  he  v\us  obliged  to  haul  off  under  an  ealy 
fail,  v\ith  intention  of  renewing  the  examination 
the  next  morning.     This  Hioal  was  obierved  to 
ilioot  out  inlo   ndges  of  high   fand,   ftretching 
from  three  to  fix  or  feven  miles  from  the  main 
land,  which  in  ibme  places  is  compofcd  of  a  low^ 
lliorc,  m  others  of  fteep  abrupt  clitts ;  the  w  hole 
apparently  was  well  wooded,  and  in  two  places 
it  had  the  appearance  of  having  fmall  inlets  at 
the  back  of  the  flioal ;   but  the  clofc    conneded 
range  of  lofty  fnowy  mountains,  running  nearly 
parallel  to  the  coalt  at  no  great  diftancc,  plainly 
Ibcwed  the  limits  of  their  extent,   betide  which 
tiicre    was    no    charuiel    through    the  llioal,   by 
V.  bl   h  tl'Cy  could    hu\eb(.:cn  appiui'ched.      To- 
ns aids  niidiiiglit:,  the  wind  and  weivLhcr  became 
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more  unfettled,  and  at  laft  produced  a  ftron?'- 
gale  from  the  eaftvvard  ;  this  induced  Mr.  Pugct 
to  ftand  to  the  fouthward,  left  it  lliould  have 
proved  the  forerunner  of  one  of  thofe  very  un- 
pleafant  eafterly  ftorms  we  fo  frequently  con- 
tended with,  and  which  had  fo  much  retarded 
the  progrefs  of  our  rcfcarchcs  in  thcfe  regions ; 
but  in  the  forenoon  of  the  13th,  the  wind  be- 
came fleady,  and  the  weather  being  tolerably 
well  fettled,  the  Chatham  again  ftood  to  the 
northward,  and  by  four  in  the  afternoon  Vvas 
again  in  ilght  of  the  continent,  prefenting  a  low 
fhore,  which  by  compafs  bore  from  N.  W.  to 
N.  E.  In  about  an  hour  foundings  were  had  at 
the  depth  of  twenty  fathoms,  and  fliortly  atter 
the  flioal  was  again  feen  extending  along  the 
coail,  of  which  the  Chatham  vs  as  within  about 
two  miles  at  feven  o'clock,  and  being  at  this 
time  in  fix  fathoms  water  (he  tacked.  The  flioal 
here  formed  one  conneded  barrier  along  ti;e 
coaft,  extending  by  compals  from  N.  00  E.  to  S. 
70  W.,  as  iar  as  could  be  difcerned  in  either  point 
of  view  ;  and  as  the  veflel  was  now,  not  more 
than  two  or  three  leagues  to  the  limth-eailward 
of  the  pliice  from  whence  Ihe  liad  hauled  (;iF  the 
j^rcceding  evening,  there  could  n(jt  be  the  leaft 
doubt  of  this  bcin^j;  a  continuation  of  the  fame 
ilioal  bank.  -  . 

The  weather  being  fair,  atibrdcd  a  good  op- 
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portunity  of  feeing  the  adjacent  Ihores.  At  the 
time  Mr.  Puget  tacked,  the  ifland  lying  to  the 
north- vtr^ft  of  Kaye's  ifland,  which  he  named 
WiNGiiAM  Island,  bore  by  compafs  from  N. 
87  E.  to  N.  81  E.  tviro  rocky  iflets  lying  off  the 
nortb-wcft  point  of  Controller's  bay,  which  after 
Sir  Henry  Martin,  I  called  Point  Martin,  and 
is  iituatcd  in  latitude  60°  13^',  longitude  215°36'; 
bore,  the  one  N.  59  E.,  the  other  N.  52  E.,  and 
a  fmall  apparent  opening  in  the  main  land,  N.3E. 
The  Ihoal  in  this  point  of  view,  appeared  to 
unite  with  point  Martin,  and  to  admit  of  a  paf- 
iiige  between  them  and  Kaye's  ifiand  towards 
cape  Suckling.  To  afcertain  this  fa<5l  Mr.  Puget 
flood  touards  Kaye's  ifland,  purpofmg  to  pafs 
between  it  and  Wingham  ifland;  but  as  the  wind 
then  blew  frefli  from  the  N.  E.  he  plied  during 
the  night,  and  the  next  morning  tacked  within 
about  a  league  of  point  Martin,  bearing  by  com- 
puis  N.  10  W.,  having  the  cliffy  iflets  between 
the  vcfl^el  and  that  point,  with  a  continuation  of 
the  flioal,  which  had  now  been  traced  from 
Hinchinbrook  ifland  to  this  ftation ;  where  the 
depth  of  water  was  ten  fathpms ;  yet  its  termi- 
nation could  not  be  difcerned,  as  it  was  feen  ex- 
tending towards  the  fouth-eall,  completely  pre- 
venting any  communication  with  the  fliore,  and 
rendering  the  expcded  pafllige  to  cape  Suckling 
a  very  doubtful  matter.     In  order  to  gain  fome 
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information  on  this  head,  Mr.  Lc  Mcfurier,  one 
of  the  mldihipnicn,  was  fent  in  the  cutter  to  ex- 
amine, whilft  the  Chatham  flood  over  to  Kaye's 
illand  in  queft  of  anchorage,  and  of  a  pafTage  be- 
tween it  and  Wingham  ifland ;  the  latter  in  a 
north  and  fouth  dircdion  is  about  a  league  long, 
and  about  a  mile  broad,  forming  with  the  north- 
weft  point  of  Kaye's  illand  a  paflage  apparently 
navigable  about  a  league  in  width,  with  regular 
foundings  from  20  to  0  fathoms,  until  its  eaftern 
extent  was  reached  ;  when  the  depth  fuddenly 
decrcafcd  to  3  and  2i  fathoms.     This  circum- 
ftancc  compelled  Mr.  Puget  to  defift  from  pro- 
ceeding until  he  fliould  be  better  acquainted  with 
the  paflage  ;  and  on  difpatching  a  boat  for  that 
purpofe,  the  depth  from  ifland  to  ifland   was 
found  not  to  exceed  from  two  to  three  fathoms. 
In  confequcnce  of  this  report,  Mr.  Puget  waited 
for  the  return  of  the  cutter  near  the  north-weft 
part  of  Kaye's  ifland  in  feven  fathoms  water,  its 
fliores  bearing  by  compafs  from  S.  14  W.  to  N. 
38  E.;  Wingham  ifland  from  N.  15  E.  to  N.  17 
W.;  the  wcfternmoft  part  of  the  main  land  in 
fight,  N.  1/  W.  and  the  ncarcft  fliore,  being  a 
ftccp  green  point  on  Kaye's  ifland,  S.  1 1  W.  one 
mile  diftant.  ;     ,  , 

Towards  midnight  Mr.  Le  Mefurler  returned, 
and  reported  that  he  firft  proceeded  round  the 
north  and  caft  fides  of  Windham  ifland,  where. 
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clofe  to  Its  fhorcs,  he  found  from  15  to  10  fa- 
thoms water,  in  a  narrow  channel  formed  by  a 
continuation  of  the  above  Ihoals,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  half  a  mile   to  the  north  and  eaft  of 
Wingham  ifland,  from  whence  he  fleered  for  the 
northern  fide  of  Kaye's  ifland,  with  three  to  five 
fathoms  water  ;  at  no  great  diftance  to  the  north 
of  his  courfc,  was  the  edge  of  the  Ihoal,  inter- 
fpcrfcd  with  dry  fand  banks  appearing  to  unite 
with  the  main  land,  which  at  a  confiderablc  dif- 
tance rofc  to  lofty  mountains,  and  formed  the 
boundary  of  Controller's  bay.     From  the  ncrth- 
caft  point  of  Kaye's  ifland  he  proceeded  to  two 
iiiiail  iflets,  that  lie  in  an  eaftcrn  direction  from 
it,  towards  cape  Suckling.     Not  far  from  thefe 
depth  of  water  was  from  4  to  4h  fathoms.     He 
then  proceeded  about   two  miles  in   a  northerly 
direction,  having  from  three  to  fix  fathoms  watet 
near  the  edge  of  the  flioal,  which  now  appeared 
to  continue  to  cape  Suckling;  this  was  the  ex- 
tent ol'his  rcfcarchcs  caftward,  from  whence  he 
returned  by  the  pallage  between  Wingham  ifland 
and  Knye's  ifland,   with  foundings  from  four  to 
iix  fathoms,  until  he  reached   the  fliallow  part 
that  had  ft(;ppcd  the  progrcfs  of  the  Chatham, 
over  \Jiicl)  v.as  not  iound  more  than  from  two 
to   thi\e  fathoms.     So  far  ^s  Mr.  Lc  Mcfurier 
liad  gfjne,   liicrc  lad  not  ap})carcd  any  impedi- 
ment to  the  Ciiatham's  making  a  pallagc  be- 
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twcen  thefe  iflands  and  cape  Suckling,  which 
would  not  only  grcaliy  expedite  her  progrcfs 
along  the  coaft,  luit  it  might  prove  to  future 
vifitors  a  defirable  circumftancc  to  be  informed 
that  fuch  a  paiTagc  was  navigable,  in  cafe  of  their 
being  caught  in  a  fouth-eaft  gale,  between  Kay's 
ifland  and  cape  Suckling,  in  which  cafe  they 
might  be  enabled  to  elude  thofe  ftorms  and  theif 
attendant  dangers. 

With  this  intent  the  Chatham  proceeded  the 
nrx  morning  (\5t]\  June)  round  the  north  fide 
ofWIngham  ifland,  that  being  the  fafeO:  chan- 
nel, and  keeping  clofe  to  its  fliorcs  had  1 5  and  1 7 
fathoms  water ;  but   on   the   wind  failins;,  the 
flood  tide  drifted  her  to  the  eaftvvard,  and  on  to 
the  flioal :  a  fmall  anchor  was  immediately  car- 
ried out,  and  at  eleven  (lie  floc.tcd  off,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  in  13  fathoms  water,  near  the  eaft 
fldcof  Win2;ham  ifland,  without  havinji;  received 
the  leaft  injury  by  this   accident.      It  was  now 
nearly  high  water,  and  a  favorable  breeze  pre- 
vailed   from   the   Vvcftward  ;   but  as  it  was   not 
coiifidcrcd  prudent  to  venture  through  fo  intri- 
cate a  cliannel,  and  ol  which  fo  little  knowledge 
had  been  obtained,  on  a  fillin.'i;  tide;  Mr.  Pusret 
determined  to  rcn^uin  at  anchor  until  near  low- 
water,  and  in   the   interim   to  difpatch  Mr.  Le 
Mefurier  again,  ihv  tl.e  purpofe  of  acquiring  fome 
further  inibrmatioii  relative  to  this  piiffa^ie.     At 
^  five 
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five  in  the  evening,  the  Chatham  was  again 
under  fail  with  a  light  wclterly  wind,  but  on  its 
being  fucceeded  by  a  calm,  the  veff^l  was  by  the 
influence  of  the  tide  again  ikt  upon  the  flioal ;  a 
light  breeze  of  wind  from  the  north  very  oppor- 
tunely fpringing  up,  the  fails  foon  backed  her  off, 
and  flie  again  anchored  near  Wingham  ifland  in 
nine  fathoms  water,  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  from 
its  feaftern  fliore. 

Mr.  Le  iMefuricr  did  not  return  before  mid- 
right,  having  from  the  before  mentioned  rocky 
iflets  followed  a  fmall  intricate  channel  leading 
into  the  ocean,  where  the  depth  of  water  had 
gradually  incrcafed  from  4  to  l6  fathoms.  In 
this  channel  he  had  found  a  very  heavy  fwell 
from  the  fouthward,  and  that  the  bottom  was  a 
bed  of  rocks.  He  alfo  afcertained  that  the  fhoal, 
over  which  the  fca  broke  with  great  violence, 
continued  quite  to  cape  Suckling. 

The  principal  objed:  having  been  thus  accom- 
plilhcd  by  the  tracing  of  the  continental  boun- 
dary to  cape  Suckling,  and  by  finding  that  the 
fea  coafi:  from  Hinchinbrook  ifland  to  that  cape, 
is  rcnderc«l  ina'-coTiblc  by  a  connected  fhoal  bank 
of  fai;u,  extending;  icvcral  miles  from  the  main 
land,  and  particularly  from  Controller's  bay,  the 
\vholc  of  which  it  occupies  to  the  diflancc  of  fix 
leagues  from  the  fliorc  or  elevated  land;  Mr. 
Ptigct  did  not  confidcr  the  delay  that  would  mol^ 
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probably  attend  his  navigating  this  channel,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  important  objc6t  ilill  in  view, 
which  would  fully  employ  the  remainder  of  the 
feafon.  For  this  reafon  he  gave  up  his  intention 
of  paffing  by  this  channel  to  cape  Suckling,  and 
in  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  though  not  without 
fome  difficulty,  owing  to  the  want  of  wind,  and 
the  irregular  fet  of  the  tide  ;  he  paiTcd  round  to 
the  weft  fide  of  Wingham  ifland,  and  with  a  light 
north-eafterly  breeze,  direfted  his  courfe  for 
cape  Hamond,  with  gloomy  and  unfettled  wea- 
ther. 

On  quitting  this  ftation  Mr.  Puget  remarks, 
that  according  to  the  information  he  had  obtain- 
ed from  the  Spaniards,  the  channel  through 
which  the  cutter  had  paflcd,  and  found  navigable 
for  fhipping,  was  ftatcd  to  be  totally  clofed,  and 
impaflable  even  for  boats  ;  but  in  Mr.  Dixon's 
delineation  of  the  coaft,  the  flioal  extends  to  the 
fouth-weft  part  of  Kaye's  ifland,  including  Wing-? 
ham  ifland,  feveral  miles  within  it.  Over  a 
large  portion  of  the  fpacc  thus  allotted  to  this 
fhoal  the  Chatham  palled,  without  being  able  to 
reach  bottom  with  70  tathoms  of  line.  Such  an 
error  in  this  publication  is  hard  to  account  for, 
and  may  have  a  bad  tendency;  as  the  mifrepre- 
fcntation  in  this  inlhince  would  ncceflarily  have 
the  effce^t  of  deterring  ilrangers  from  feeking  the 
excellent  Iheltcr  which  thcfe  iflands  afford  againft 

the 


1  ( 


U   I 


1 


.    V 


1' 


I 


'^  H 


SSO  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [jULY, 

the fmith-caft  winds,  v.hich  are  the  mod:  prevail- 
ing ftorms,  and  arc  moil  to  be  dreaded.     Wing- 
ham  ifland  Mr.  Pugct  rcprcfents  as  forming  on 
its  call  fide  a  tolerably  well  flicltered  roadltead 
even  againfi:  the   eailvvardly  winds,  where  good 
anchorage   will   be  found   to  the  fouthward  of 
the  firil  fmall  beach  from  its  north  point,   at  a 
commodious  diftance  from  the  fhore  ;  here  the 
north-call:  point  of  Kayc's  Ifland  bore  by  compafs 
eafr,   and   cape  Suckling,  N.  7^  F'-J  this  is  the 
only  fpace  open  to  the  ocean,  and  even  this  is  in- 
tercepted by  the  rocky  iflets,  bearing  N.  83  E., 
and  the  intermediate   flioal,  which  completely 
prevents  any  very  heavy  fea  from  rifmg  in  that 
dired.ion  ;  good  anchorage  will  alfo  be  found  on 
the  north  and  weft  fides  of  this  ifland.     The 
place  where  the  Chatham  anchored  off  Kayc's 
illand,  Is  alfo  well  protedled  from  the  moft  pre- 
Tailing  winds.     Repeated  trials  were  made  to 
take  fome  fifh  with  hooks  and  lines,  but  to  no 
cffeifl ;  fome  refrefliments  were  however  procur- 
ed, as  the   wcftern  fide  of  Wlngham  ifland  af- 
forded a  fupply  of  upwards  of  fixty  dozen  of  eggs, 
which  proved  excellent,  although  taken  from  the 
ncfts  of  fca-fowl;  confiding  chiefly  of  two  forts 
of  gulls,  fea  parrots,  fliags,  and  curlews ;  no  ducks 
■v\ere  here  flen,  and  only  two  jreefe  were  obfcrv- 
cd.     The  cr:es  were  taken  from  llccp,   rugged, 
rocliy    clidii,    conilituting   in   many   places   the 

fliorcs 


3  794.]  ROUND  THR  WORLD.  391 

Ihores  of  this  ifland,  which  is  moderately  elevat- 
ed, well  wooded,  and  has  on  its  eaftcrn  fide  two 
fmall  ftrcams  of  frefli  water.  It  did  not  appear 
to  be  much  the  refort  of  the  natives ;  but  near 
the  north-eaft  point  of  Kaye's  ifland,  Mr.  Le  Mc- 
furier  found  a  village  that  had  been  recently  dc- 
ferted.  He  defcribcs  the  north  fide  of  that  ifland 
as  a  low  tradl  of  land  well  wooded,  and  that  its 
Ihores  are  indented  in  fmall  bays  or  coves :  be- 
hind Controller's  bay,  and  the  flioal  coafl:  that 
lies  to  the  north- wefl:  of  it,  extended  a  continua- 
tion of  the  fame  lofty  frozen  mountains  that  had 
bounded  the  northern  branches  of  Prince  Wil- 
liam's found,  and  what  had  been  noticed  as  ap- 
pearing like  two  fmall  openings,  were,  from  the 
hills  of  Wingham  ifland,  feen  to  be  intirely 
clofed.  Whilll  the  Chatham  was  at  anchor 
otr  it,  the  variation  was  obfcrved  to  be  2/°,  the 
latitude  of  its  north  point  Oo°  51-,  its  longitude 
215"  40'. 

This  is  the  fubftancc  of  the  information  de- 
rived by  the  examination  of  that  part  of  the 
coail  comprehended  between  cape  Ilinchinbrook 
and  cape  Suckling ;  and  as  the  furvey  ot"  the  con- 
tinental fliore  eaftward  to  Bcering's  bay,  was 
carried  on  by  the  Chatham,  at  a  much  greater 
dlfl:ance  from  the  land,  than  had  been  the  cafe  in 
the  Difcovery,  and  from  which  nothing  illuftra- 
tivc  of  our  refearches  could  be  obtained,  I  fluill 

pafs 


4 


,1 


h 


'       I 


I. J 


382  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERt  [jULY, 

pafs  on  to  the  tranfadions  of  the  brig  after  her 
arrival  in  Bceiing's  bay. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  June,  the  Chat- 
ham arrived  off  point  Manby ;  the  vsater  was 
found  to  be  much  difculourcd  at  the  diftance  of 
four  miles  from  the  Ihore,  where  bottom  could 
not  be  gained  with  the  hand  line,  nor  were  any 
riplings,  or  other  indications  of  (hallow  water, 
or  hidden  dangers  noticed.  The  fame  appear- 
ances had  been  obfcrved  by  us  on  board  the  Dif- 
covcry  in  fcveral  inft.inccs,  to  the  caftward  of 
cape  Suckling,  which  I  concluded  were  occa- 
fioncd  by  the  vail  quantity  of  frefli  water  pro- 
duced by  the  dilTolving  ice  and  fnow  on  the  lides 
of  the  mountains  at  this  fcafon  of  the  year;  this 
draining  through  the  low  border  of  land  becomes 
impregnated  with  the  foil,  and  being  fpecifically 
lighter  than  the  fea  water  on  which  it  floats, 
produces  the  effcds  noticed  by  Mr.  Puget.  At 
this  time  a  favorable  wcftcrly  breeze  and  fair 
weather  prevailed,  with  which,  as  the  veflel  was 
patting  along  the  north -weft  fliores  of  Beering's 
bay  about  eight  in  the  evening,  the  report  of  a 
gun  was  heard  from  the  land  ;  this  was  fbon  ac- 
counted for  by  the  appearance  of  five  Kodiak  In- 
dians in  two  Ikin  canoes,  who  repaired  on  board 
the  Chatham,  and  acquainted  Mr.  Puget  that 
there  was  a  party  of  nine  Ruffians  on  Ihore,  from 
whom  they  brought  a  letter  addrclfed  in  Englifb 
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to  the  commander  of  cither  the  Dlfrovery  or 
Chatham.  This  letter  dated  tlie  I3t!i  -  fJunc, 
was  from  Mr.  Shields  the  Enjzlifli  fliip-huilder 
before  mentioned,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Ruffians 
at  Blying  found. 

Mr.  Shields  had  been  informed,  that  our  veflels 
had  met  with  fevcral  accidents,  and  that  I  much 
"wifhed  to  find  a  convenient  iituation  for  laying 
the  Difcovcry  on  ll)orc ;   this  fervice  he  ftated 
could  no  where  be  better  pcrffn'mcd  than  in  Bly- 
ing found,  and  offered  in  the  fiankefl:  and  hand- 
fomeil  manner,  to  afford  us  every  affilLmrrc  in 
the  power  of  himfelf  or  iiis  people,  that  the  ilorcs 
of  the  company  could  furnilh.     Mr.  Shields  re- 
gretted very  much  that  he  had  not  known  the 
Difcovery  was  in  his  neighbourhood  until  after 
our  departure.     He  remarks  in  his  letter  that  he 
had  not  written  four  Engllih  words  in  thccourfe 
of  the  preceding  four  years,  y^'t  his  letter  did 
great  credit  not  only  to  liis  abilities  and  under- 
Itanding,  but  to  the  gomhicfs  of  his  heart ;  which 
munifefted  in  the  hielicft  dcfj;tec,  thofc  ever  liv- 
ing  inherent  principles  of  attachment  to   theif 
niitive  country,  government,  and  laws,  which  the 
gt'nerallty  of  manlLind,  iiowcxcr  far  rcriiovcJ,  are 
found  to   poffcfs.      Wlictiicr  fiic:h  gcnerou;;  t.vj- 
tions  are  more  to  be  afciihrd  to  the  liiitiHi,  tl/.vri 
to  any  other  nation,  I  v»iH  iiot  pretend  to  deter- 
mine:;  but  that  th.ey  e?.;!l::'!  in  tljcir  fu'leO  cxtc:;!: 
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not  only  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Shields,  but  in  the 
minds  of  four  other  Enirlilhincn  wlio  were  with 
him,  was  iinqiicftionably  evident,  as  tlicfe  alfo 
by  the  flimc  conveyance  fcnt  notes,  rcqiicfting 
in  the  mod  carncft:  and  ferlous  manner  to  be  in- 
formed as  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  profpcrity  of  old  England,  from 
whence  they  had  all  been  abfent  fome  years,  at 
nearly  the  rcmoteft  habitable  extent  of  the  globe, 
cut  off  from  all  connection  v\  ith  their  country, 
families,  and  friends. 

On  my  perufmg  this  letter  I  concurred  with 
Mr.  Pugct  in  lamenting  our  not  having  been  fo 
fortunate  as  to  meet  Mr.  Shields,  as  his  letter  in- 
dicated him  to  be  an  intelligent  perfon,  from 
whom  in  all  probability  fome  valuable  informa- 
tion mig'i*:  have  been  procured. 

Mr.  Puiifct  fent  an  invitation  to  the  Ruflians 
by  the  Indians,  and  purfued  h.is  courfe  along  the 
fliore,  which  from  point  Manby  took  a  diredion 
firft  N.  85  E.,  two  leagues,  and  then  N.  03  E., 
eight  miles  further  ;  here  the  land  falling  back 
formed  a  fmall  bay,  with  a  low  illand  about  two 
miles  long  to  the  N.  N.  E.  of  it,  from  whence, 
the  coaft  cxtcrwled  more  eaflcrly  towards  an  open- 
ing formed  by  two  bluff  points,  lyingfncarly  call 
and  weft  of  each  otiier  half  a  league  afunder  ;  the 
cafccrnmoft  of  thcfe  i>oints  named  by  Mr.  Pucet 
Point  Latouciu:,  is  fituatcd  in  kiiitudc  5()"  5 1'', 
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longitude  220"  44]'';  the  fliorcs  were  com- 
pofcd  of  a  continuation  of  the  low  border,  ex- 
tendi no:  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains  to  the 
fea  fide,  thry  were  marly  ftraight  and  compadt, 
and  were  bounded  by  ice  or  frozen  fnow,  which 
alfo  greaily  abounded  in  the  above  opening, 
which  obtained  the  name  of  DiQOEs's  Sound. 
In  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  wind  being  im- 
favorable  to  the  veiTel's  proceeding  in  its  exami- 
nation, a  boat  was  dlfpatched  for  that  purpofe, 
and  Ihortly  after  her  departure  a  number  of  ca- 
noes made  their  appearance  to  the  fouthward, 
which  occafioned  fome  little  concern,  as  ihc  in- 
habitants of  the  bay  arc  reputed  to  be  a  treache- 
rous, unfriendly,  and  barbarous  tribe.  Thcfe  ap- 
prehcnfions  were  however  foon  done  away  by  a 
vifit  from  Mr.  Puget's  old  RufTian  acquaintance 
Portoif,  who  informed  him,  that  the  canoes 
which  had  occafioned  his  anxiety  belonged  to 
him,  and  were  then  fifhinii;  for  his  EnGflifli  friends. 
This  was  foon  confirmed  by  their  carrying  on 
board  a  plentilul  fupply  of  halibut,  which  proved 
to  be  extremely  good,  and  v\  as  very  acceptable. 
Thcfe  canoes  contained  a  numerous  party  of  the 
Kodiak,  and  Cook's  inlet  Indians  ;  many  of  them 
were  old  acquaincances,  but  not  a  fingle  native 
inhabitant  of  the  bay  was  in  the  party.  From 
i'orLolf  was  underllood,  that  he  had  quitted 
(.'ook's  inlet  about  a  month  or  five  weeks  before, 
Vol.  V.  C  c  with 
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with  fcvcn  hundred  fkin  canoes,  carrying  about 
fourteen  hundred  Kodiak  and  Cook's  inlet  Indians,, 
with   nine  Ruffians,  all  under  his  directions,  on 
an  expedition  tO' procure  fca  otter  and  other  furs;, 
and  that  the  whole  party  were  now  aiTcmbled  in 
this  bay.     Their  route  had  been  clofe  along  the 
coali,  and  in  a  ihallow  bay  about  eight  leagues 
to  the  eaftward  of  cape  Suckling,  (mentioned  by 
me  early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June) 
they  flopped  at  a  fmall  river  which  empties  itfelf 
into  that  bay,  and  is  called  by  them  Rica,  vialo^ 
unala.     Its  entrance  is  obftruded  by  a  bar,  on 
which  with  caftcrly  winds  the  fca  breaks  with 
great  violence,  and  in  the  finefl  weather  is  only 
navigable  for  boats ;   but  within  the  bar  the  depth 
increafes  for  a  little  dillance,  and  then  it  ftretchcs 
towards  the  mountains ;  from  this  river  they  had 
gone  to  another  a  few  leagues  further  to  the  eaft- 
ward, (probably  the  fame  opening  noticed  by  me 
at  noon  on  the  27th  of  June)  this  was  obltruClcd' 
by  a  fimilar  bar,  and  a  Icfs  depth  of  water  within- 
k,  and  is  called'  by  them  li'iko  boJJlic  unala.  Here 
Portoffhad  met  between  fifty  and  fixty  of  the  na- 
tive Indians,   who  treacheroufly  murdered  one  of 
the  Ruffians  whilfl  afleep  at  a  little  diftancc  from 
the  main  body;  on  difcovcring  which  a  ikirmirii 
had  enfued,  in  whicb  fix  of  the  native  Indians. 
w^erc  killed,  and  their  chief  taken  prilbncr  ;  after 
this  they  quitted  their  ftation,  and  Hopped   at 
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another  fmall  rivulet  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Icy 
bay,  from  whence  tiie  whole  party  had  come 
hither  about  fourteen  days  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Chatham.  In  addition  to  this  information, 
PortolF  faid,  that  a  very  dangerous  rocky  Ihoal, 
about  fifteen  miles  in  length,  lies  by  compafs  in 
a  direction  S.  by  W.,  03  miles  from  a  place  culled 
by  them  Leda  iinala.  This  Mr.  Puget  conceived 
to  be  near  the  point  that  I  had  called  point  lliou. 
Po'-tofF  himfelf  had  been  on  this  llioal,  taking  fea 
otters,  and  Hated  that  the  firft  difcovery  of  it  was 
ow  ing  to  a  Ruirian  galiot  having  had  the  misfor- 
tune fome  years  before  to  be  wrecked  upon  it ; 
tW'O  of  the  crew  were  drowned,  but  the  reft  cf- 
capcd  in  their  boats.  Since  that  period  an  an- 
nual vilit  had  been  made  to  it  for  the  purpofe  of 
killing  fea  otlers,  which  are  there  met  with  ;  and 
as  it  generally  proves  advantageous,  PortolF  meant 
to  ftop  there  on  his  return. 

From  the  Spaniards  alfo  I  afterwards  became 
ac(|uainted,  that  a  very  dangerous  rock  exifted 
in  this  neighbourhood,  the  fituation  of  which 
tliey  had  taken  great  pains  to  afcertain,  and  had 
found  it  to  lie  S.  1]  E.  from  cape  Suckling,  at 
tlie  diftance  of  20  leagues,  and  which  was  called 
by  tlicm  lloca  Pamplona  ;  when  this  was  deli- 
neated on  our  charts  it  appeared  to  lie  in  a  di- 
redion  S.  77  E.,  diftant  eight  miles  from  the 
rocky  flioal  defcribed  by  PortofF;  hence   it  may 
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be  inferred,  that  Portoff  and  the  Spaniards  in- 
tend the  fame  Ihoal,  though  it  is  not  ftatcd  by 
the  latter  to  be  fo  extenfive  as  by  the  former. 

It  is  without  doubt  dangeroufly  fituated  for 
the  navigation  of  this  coaft,  and  it  may  poffibly 
have  proved  fatal  to  Mr.  Mcares's  ccnfort,  Mr. 
Tipping,  who  with  his  vcflel  was  never  heard  of 
after  leaving  Prince  William's  found  in  1/80. 

The  Ruflians,  itfeems,  in  navigating  this  coall 
make  but  little  ufc  of  the  compafs,  even  in  fleer- 
ing for  the  above  flioal ;  on  fuch  occafions  they 
depart  from  fomc  particular  point  on  the  coaft, 
fliape  a  courfe  by  the  land,  and  never  fail  to  hit 
upon  fomc  part  of  the  flioal ;  and  hence  arifes  the 
probability  of  its  being  extenfive,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned. 

PortofFalfo  ftated,  that  in  the  north- wcfl  part 
of  Controller's  bay,  a  river  like  Riko  malo  nnala, 
emptied  itfelf  over  thofe  flioals.  This  I  had  like- 
wife  undcrftood  to  be  the  cafe  from  Mr.  Smyloff, 
but  I  left  that  circumftance  to  be  decided  by  the 
Chatham. 

The  weather  in  the  forenoon  fell  calm  witli 
Ihowers  of  rain,  attended  with  a  rolling  fvvcU 
from  the  S.  W. ;  at  noon,  point  Latouchc  bore 
by  compafs  N.  3-t  W.,  a  league  and  a  half  dlf- 
tant  ;  the  neareft  fliore  N.  15  E.,  two  miles  ilif- 
tant;  and  an  opening  in  a  low  fliorc,  whicli 
commenced  about  a  league  from  point  Latouche, 
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taking  a  direction  S.  14  E.  bore  by  compafs  S. 
/  8  E.  Shortly  after  noon  the  boat  that  had  been 
fcnt  to  explore  Dlgges's  found  returned,  and  Mr. 
Puget  became  informed,  that  it  was  clofed  from 
fide  to  fide  by  a  firm  and  compad  body  of*  ice, 
beyond  which  at  the  back  of  the  ice  a  fmall  inlet 
appeared  to  extend  N.  55  E.  about  a  league.  The 
depth  of  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  opening  is 
great,  and  on  its  north  eaft  fide  is  a  bay  which 
afforded  good  anchorage,  but  had  a  moit  dreary 
afpedl  from  its  vicinity  to  the  ice  ;  notwith-ftand- 
ing  which,  vegetation  was  in  an  advanced  ilatc 
of  forwardnefs. 

From  the  time  of  the  Chatham's  arrival  off 
point  Manby  to  this  Ihition,  the  foundings  were 
at  firft  from  (3o  to  -10  fathoms,  and  then  35  to 
20,  1  3  and  30  fathoms.  Diggcs's  found  was  the 
only  place  in  the  bay  that  prefcnted  the  leaff 
profpcd:  of  any  interior  navigation,  and  this  was 
ncccffarily  very  limited,  by  the  clofe  conneded 
range  of  lofty  fnowy  mountains  that  ffrctched 
alono;  the  coaft  at  no  ijfrcat  dillance  from  the  fea 
fidc.  Mr.  Puget's  attention  was  next  directed 
to  the  opening  in  the  low  land, but  as  the  wind  was 
variable  and  adverfc  to  the  progreis  of  the  vcffcl, 
a  boat  was  again  difpatchcd  to  continue  the  in- 
veftigation  of  thefe  Ihorcs,  v;hich  are  compa6fc 
irom  point  Latouche,  and  were  then  free  from 
ice.     This  opening  was  found  to  be  formed  by 

C  c  3  an 


■J 


l';:*^* 


wttm*  M^immmr*  » 


V    ^ 


k 


t\r 


300  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [jULY, 

an  ifland  about  two  miles  long,  in  a  diredion  S. 
50  E.  and  N.  50  W.  and  about  a  mile  broad, 
lying  at  the  diftance  of  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  main  land.  Oppofite  to  the  fouth  part  of 
this,  named  by  Mr.  Puget  Knight's  Island, 
is  Eleanor's  cove,  which  is  the  eaftern  extremity 
of  Beering's  bay,  in  latitude  59°  44',  longitude 
220°  51'.  Knight's  ifland  admits  of  a  navigable 
paiTage  all  round  it,  but  there  are  fomc  rocka 
that  lie  about  half  a  mile  from  its  weft  point, 
and  there  is  an  iflet  fituatcd  between  it  and  the 
main  land  on  its  north-eaft  fide.  From  Elea- 
nor's cove  the  coaft  takes  a  direction  S.  30  W. 
about  fix  miles  to  the  eaft  point  of  a  channel 
leading  to  the  fouth-wcft,  between  the  conti- 
nent and  fome  iflands  that  lie  off  it ;  this  was 
confidercd  to  lead  along  the  fliores  of  the  main 
land  to  point  Mulgrave;  and  in  the  event  of  its 
proving  navigable,  the  examination  of  the  bay 
would  have  been  complete,  and  the  veflel  brought 
to  our  appointed  place  of  meeting,  which  was 
now  fuppofed  to  be  at  no  a  cry  great  diftance. 
At  this  time  about  fifty  canoes  of  Portoff's  party 
were  about  the  boat,  the  Indians  in  which  car- 
ried on  an  advantageous  commerce  in  purchafing 
white  fliirts,  ftockings,  cravats,  and  other  parts  of 
the  officers'  apparel,  (which  comforts  were  rea- 
dily parted  with)  for  fuch  thinirs  as  were  deemed 
curiofities^    confifting   of  bows,    arrows,    darts, 
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"fpears,  fifli-gigs,  whale-gut  fhirts,  and  fpccimens 
of  their  very  neat  and  curious  needle-work  ;  ar- 
ticles with  which  thefe  people,  though  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  home,  were  well  provided,  in  ex- 
pectation of  finding  a  profitable  market  before 
they  returned.  In  all  their  dealings  they  mani- 
felled  great  keennefs,  and  feemed  to  know  very 
well  what  they  were  about ;  yet  they  dealt  with 
the  llridefl  honefly,  and  with  the  moil  implicit 
confidence  of  being  fairly  treated. 

During  this  intercourfc,  two  of  the  native  in- 
habitants of  the  bay  paid  the  Chatham  a  vifit ; 
and  after  the  ufual  ceremonious  fong  was  ended, 
they  repaired  on  board  without  the  leafl  hefita- 
tion.  A  few  prefents  of  iron,  looking-glafTes, 
and  other  trinkets,  feemed  to  have  the  effect  of 
making  them  ^cel  perfedly  eafy  and  at  home  ; 
not  a  moveable  efcaped  attention,  but  underwent 
.a  moil  minute  examination. 

In  the  evening,  the  Kodiak  and  Cook's  inlet 
party,  having  finiflied  their  commercial  bufinels 
very  fatisfa(^lorily,  PortofF,  after  diilributing  a  few 
pinches  of  fnuff  to  fome,  and  filling  the  boxes  of 
otlicrs,  formed  them  into  three  divifions,  and 
■clifpatched  them  all  in  quefl  of  fca-ottcrs :  on 
this  fcrvice  they  departed  with  the  greutell  chcer- 
fulnefs,  whilft  PortotF  remained  on  board  chc 
Chatham,  w^herc  he  was  foon  joined  by  the  relt 
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of  his  countrymen  and  the  other  fquadron  of  their 
Indian  party. 

In  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  Chatham  en- 
tered the  channel  before  mentioned  (a  boat 
having  been  fent  forward  to  carry  on  the  exami- 
nation of  the  continental  (liore) ;  here  the  depth 
of  water  was  thirty  fathoms.  After  having  ad- 
vanced a  fhort  diflance,  the  channel  was  found 
to  unite  with  a  paffage  that  took  a  winding 
courfc  through  the  illands  to  the  weftward,  and 
w^as  incommoded  with  many  rocks  and  huge 
lloncs,  fniiilar  to  thofc  noticed  in  Cook's  inlet. 

The  channel  leading  along  the  continent  was 
found  on  examination  to  be  not  more  than  fifty 
yards  wide,  though  nearly  at  high  water;  for  a 
fmail  fpace  the  depth  ^^as  only  fifteen  feet,  but 
it  quickly  increafed  to  ten  fathoms.  This  nar- 
row Ihaliow  part  was  carefully  examined  as  it 
"was  palfcd  over;  the  depth  loon  increafed  to 
feventeen  fathoms,  when  port  Mulgra^e  was 
feen;  point  Turner  bearing  S.  33  W.  The, 
number  of  native  vifitors  now  amounted  to  ten, 
who  feemcd  on  the  moft  friendly  terms  with  the 
Kodiak  party ;  one  of  the  former  by  figns  and 
words,  ufed  all  his  eloquence  to  point  out  the 
impoffibility  of  the  veird's  pafiTmg  througli  this 
narrow  pailhge,  and  that  ultimately  Ihc  would 
return  by  the  fame  way  llic  was  going  ;  in  tlii.s 
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however,   he   was  miitaken,  tor  by  keeping  in 
mid- channel  the  dcptli  was  no  where  found  to 
be  lefs  than  three  fathoms.    This  paflai'cc  is  about 
600  yards  long,  lying  irom  the  entrance  of  the 
channel  S.  Oo  VV.  two  miles,  in  which  fpacc  the 
continental  diorc  forms  a  Imall  bay,   and  to  the 
louthward  of  the  narrow   part  it  takes  a  more 
foutherly  direclion  ;   along  it  arc  fome  iflets  and 
rocks,   and  the  weftcrn   fide   of  the   channel  is' 
mnch  broken.      About  a  league  from  tlic  narrow- 
part  the  dcp'.h  continued  to   be    from  I  7  to  13 
i'athoms,  until  a  (lioal  was  reached  tliat  lies  acrofs 
the  pailage ;   with  this   Mr.   Joljnfi;one  had  been 
acquainted  on  a  former  viiit,  and  he  now  enter- 
tained hopes  of  finding  a  fufflcient  depth  for  the 
Chatham  to  pafs   over  it,   for  which   purpofc  a 
boat  w^as  difpatclicd  to  fearch  for  its  dccpeft  part. 
The  boat  had   fcarccly  put  off  wlien  the  depth 
of  water  fuddenly  decreafed  to  live  I'athoms,  and 
the  velTel  inflantly  grounded.     The  cutter  which 
was  in  fhore  amongft  the   iflands  was  immedi- 
ately recalled,  and  attempts  were  made  to  heave 
the  Chatham  off,  but  it  beina;  then  falling;  tide 
they  pro^ed  ineffedual ;   and  as  it  was   near  the 
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lent  falmon ;  they  fccmed  to  exult  in  the  cor- 
redncfs  of  their  information,  and  perfifted  that 
no  pafTagc  for  the  veflcl  would  be  gained  by  that 
route  to  port  Mulgrave.  Mr.  Pugct,  however, 
conceiving  that  they  had  now  proceeded  too  far 
to  abandon  this  defign  without  making  further 
attempts,  determined  to  give  it  ynother  trial. 

It  was  low  water  about  eisrht  in  the  evcninc;, 
the  tide  not  having  fallen  more  than  fix  feet  per- 
pendicularly fincc  the  veilcl  had  grounded.     At 
this  time  the  boats  were  founding  for  the  deepeft 
water,  when  the  tide  flowed  fo  much  fafter  than 
was  expected,  that  before  eleven  o'clock  the  vef- 
fel  floated,  and  flic  was  hove  off  into  1 3  fathoms 
water,  without  having  received  the  leafl  apparent 
damage.     Here  the  Chatham   remained  during 
the  night,  which  was  dark  and  gloomy,  attended 
with  rain  and  a  frefli  eaftcrly  gale  of  wind.     The 
ebb  tide  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  fell  live  feet 
lower  than  it  had  done  on  the  preceding  even- 
ing ;  this  aflxDrded  a  perfe<fl  view  of  the  furround- 
ing  flioals,  which  were  in  mofl  places  dry,  with 
two  large  rocks.     Between  thcfe  the  Chatham 
had  grounded,  and  had  fhe  been  ileercd  a  fevv 
yards  only  to  the  right  or  left,  it  is  mod  probable 
Die  would  have  rciled  on  one  of  them,  which 
would  have  endangered  her  overfetting.     About 
the  conclufion  of  the  ebb  a  boat  was  fcnt  to  ex- 
amine two  places  on  the  bar  that  were  not  dry,; 

one 
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one  of  thcfc,   thougli  narrow,   was  found  to  be 
fufTicicntly  deep  and  free  from  danger,  provided 
its  line  of  direction  was  marked  v  'th  buoys ;  this 
was  immediately  done,    and  at  .lalf  flood  the 
Chatham  palled  through  it,  liaving  not  lefs  than 
three  fathoms  water,  which  foon  after  deepened 
to  fifteen  fathoms.  As  the  llioals  were  approached 
that  are  laid  down  by  Mr.  Dixon  to  the  north- 
cafl  of  point  Turner,  which  is  a  low  narrow  flrip 
of  land  forming  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  ifland 
that  protcds  port  Mulgrave  from  the  ocean,  the 
dcptli  again  decreafed  to  four  and  three  fathoms 
and  a  half;  but  by  pafling  to   the  wellward  of 
the  moft  fouthcrn  of  thefe  llioals,  a  good  channel 
was  found,  throuah  which  the  vclVel  palled,  and 
about  noon  anchored  in  port  Mulgrave,  in  twelve 
fathoms    water,    tough    clayey    bottom  ;    point 
Turner  beariiig  l;;,  compafs  S.  32  E.  ;   the  above 
fhoals,  S.  05  to  S.  80  E. ;   mount  St.  Elias,  N. 
f)i)   W. ;    the  neareft  fliore   fouth,  three  cables 
length  ;  and  the  flioals  about  the  fame  diftance. 

Thus,  by  perfeverirg,  Mr.  Puget  made  his 
way  through  a  channel,  which,  though  he  found 
practicable,  he  does  not  recommend  to  be  fol- 
lowed ;  efpecialiy  as  the  communication  between 
port  Mulgrave  and  the  ocean  is  caly  and  com- 
niodious,  by  the  palTagc  to  the  louth  and  well- 
ward  of  point  Turner. 

The  continental  fliore  from  thefe  narrows  hav- 
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ing  been  partly  examined  by  the  b  at,  fhc  was 
again  fcnt  to  flnilh  the  furvcy  of  it  to  cape  Phipps, 
the  caftcrn  point  of  Bcering's  bay.    In  the  even- 
ing fhe  returned,  having  accomphlhcd  this  fer- 
vicc ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that  from  the  nar- 
rows the  continental  fliore  takes  a  courfc  S.  28 
W.  for  about  a  league,  and  is  indented  with  fmall 
bays  or  coves,  and  that  there  arc  many  iflets  ly- 
ing near  the  land.     At  a  little  diftance   from  a 
point,  lying  from  point  Turner  N.  80  E.  about 
a  league  diftant,  the  main  land  takes  firfl  a  fouth- 
erly,  then  a  wefterly  and   north-weft  direction ; 
forming  a  rounding  bay  about  four  miles  acrofs 
to  cape  Phipps ;  which,  according  to  our  obfer- 
vations  is  fituatcd   in  latitude  5(J°  33^  longitude 
220"  2Q',  point  Turner  lying  from  it  S,  77  E. 
diftant   two    miles.      About   the   fame   diftancc 
within  cape  Phipps  is  a  fmall  opening  in  the  low- 
land accciriblc  only  for  boats,  near  which  was 
found  an  Indian  village,  that  had  the  appearanc- 
of  having  been  very  recently  deferted ;  not  one 
of  its  former  inhabitants  was  to  be  fecn,  except- 
ing about  fifty  dogs   that   were   making  a  moft 
dreadful  howling.     This  circumftance  gave  rife 
to  an  opinion,  that  the  arrival  of  Portoff's  party 
in  this    neighbourhood   had   induced  the  native 
Indians  to  quit  their   habitations,  and  retire  to 
tlic  woods,  c)r  further  along  the  coad  to  the  eaft- 
ward;  and  Mr.  Pugct  thinks  tliat  this  idea  was 
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fupportcd  by  the   dcfcription    that  Vo\  off  fnik 
giivc   of  thclc    people,    as   being   a  trca^licru 
cruel  tribe,  by  whom  his   numerous  party   v\ 
kept  in  a  Hate  of  conftant  anxiety  for  their 
neral  l^ifety.     It  alfo  led  to  a  fuppoiitlon,  that  at 
fomc  earlier  period  the  Ruffians  had  made  ufe  of 
harfh  and  coercive  meafures  to  bring  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  bay  to  a  friendly  intercourfe ;  this, 
however,  had  been  pofitively  denied  by  Portoff, 
•who  aflerted,  that  no  Ikirmifli  whatever  had  hi- 
therto taken  place  between  thefe  people  and  their 
modern  Ruffian  vifitors  ;  though  according  to  his 
own  ftatement,  he  had  at  that  time  met  with 
only  thirty  of  the   natives,   notwithllanding  that 
Mr.  Dixon,  in  the  year    i;87,  computes  their 
number  to  be  feventy  ;  and  Mr.  Johnilone,  who 
vifited  this  bay  in  the  year  following,  is  of  opinion 
that  they  amounted  at  that  time  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  of  both  fexcs,  and  all  ages.     This  appa- 
rent difference  may  however   be   owing   to  the 
wandering  life  which  the  North  VVeff  Americans 
are  found   to  lead,  particularly  in   the  fummer 
fcafon,  for  the   purpofe  of  procuring  a  fupply  of 
fifli,  and  other  articles  of  food,   tor   their   main- 
tenance during  the   winter;   aiul  a^  it  was  after- 
wards proved  that  thcfi:  iliorcs  v.crc  not  ih  thinlv 
inhabited  as  had  been  imai'lncd,   tlic  ftatcment 
made  bv  Portoff  is  likely  to  be  corrcd. 

Portoff  was  not  at  this  time  on  board  the 
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Chatham,  and  Mr.  Pugct  was  a  Httle  furprized 
at  receiving  a  mefTairc  iVnm  him  by  one  of  the 
llufiians,  inquiring  if  a  gold  watch-chain,  and 
ieals,  were  milling  tioin  tiie  rcflel,  as  the  captive 
Indian  chief,  who  had  been  permitted  to  fleep  in 
the  cabin  the  night  Portoff  remained  on  board, 
had  produced  thefe  valu::bles,  and  had  alledged 
that  he  had  received  them  as'  a  prcfent  from  Mr. 
Puget,  who,  until  that  inftant,  was  unconflious 
of  his  lofs.  On  the  meffenger  b  ing  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  theft,  he  replied,  that  Portoff 
would  deliver  them  up  the  next  morning,  which 
on  the  30th  he  accordingly  performed.  On  this 
occaiion  Portoff  exprcffed  great  indignation  at 
the  robbery,  and  confidered  himfclf  as  being  very 
fortunate  that  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  th': 
chain  and  feals  uninjured,  and  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reitoring  them  whilft  he  had  the  power 
of  fo  doing.  Portoff  embraced  this  occafion  to 
inform  Mr.  Pu^ct,  that  on  the  evening;  of  the 
I'Sth,  whllii:  he  and  his  whole  party  were  on  one 
of  the  fmall  iflands  in  port  Mulgrave,  they  were 
furprized  by  a  vifit  of  about  fifty  of  the  natives; 
and  notwlthll:anding  the  fupcrior  numbers  of  his 
party,  he  had  fo  little  confidence  in  the  courage 
of  the  Kodiak  and  Cook's  inlet  Indians,  that  he 
was  extremely  anxious  to  be  quit  of  fuch  dan- 
gerous vifitors,  and  had  determined  on  rcturnin<i; 
to  the  Kocliak  as  foon  as  the  Chatham  Ihould 

leave 


IM 


).  — —  '*~-^- 


1/94.]  ROUND  THE   WORLD.  CQ^ 

leave  the  bay  ;  in  the  mean  time  he  purpofcd  to 
lemove  his  whole  fquadron  trom  its  then  ilation 
to  point  Turner.  For  this  purpofe  he  departed, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  ift  ot'  July,  he  return- 
ed with  his  numerous  little  fleet,  and  pitched  his 
encampment  on  that  point. 

In  the  evening  the  Chatham  was  in  readinefs 
for  fca  agreeably  to  my  diredions ;  but  as  the 
weather  during  the  day  had  been  pleafant  with 
a  fine  weflerly  breeze,  Mr.  Pugct  was  in  conflant 
expedation  of  feeing  the  Difcovery,  and  deemed 
it  moft  prudent  to  remain  flationary  until  the 
next  morning,  rather  than  rifk  a  longer  fepara- 
tion  by  proceeding  to  fea.  His  conjcdurcs  of 
the  Difcovery  being  nigh  at  hand,  were  in  a  great 
meafure  confirmed  late  in  the  evening ;  and  Mr. 
Manby  was  difpatched  as  before  related.  The 
next  mornino;  however  broiiirht  no  tidini!;s  to  tlic 
Chatham  cither  of  Mr.  Manby  or  the  vcllel; 
but  as  it  had  been  previoufly  fettled,  that  Mr. 
Manby's  not  returning  lliould  denote  the  arrival 
of  the  Difcovery,  Mr.  Puget  concluded  flic  wini 
coming  into  port  Mulgravc,  and  remained  at  an- 
chor in  that  expccflation. 

In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Piiiret  vifitcd  the  RufHan 
encampment  on  point  Turner,  cuid  found  the 
whole  party  comfortably  fituatcd.  PortofF  had 
an  excellent  fmall  tent  made  of  Ruffian  fail  cloth, 
which  U'cmcd  to  be  appropriated  to  his  folc  uk% 
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and  as  a  dcpofit  for  their  fire  arms,  ammunition, 
and  other  articles  of  value  ;  near  which,  an  In- 
dian hut  \vas  ercclcd  lor  the  rclidcnce  of  the 
other  Ruffians;  the  captive  chief  and  his  family, 
and  the  reft  of  the  party,  were  fo  fituated,  that 
no  furprize  could  be  well  apprehended ;  their 
fpcars,  formed  at  the  point  like  a  fpontoon,  were 
placed  near  each  habitation,  in  rcadinefs  to  a6l 
on  the  defenfive ;  and  their  daggers  and  other 
weapons  were  equally  well  difpofed.  Their  tem- 
porary habitations  were  each  formed  by  two  ca- 
noes placed  edgeways,  about  four  feet  afunder, 
and  their  paddles  conftituLed  a  kind  of  roof,  over 
•which  were  laid  thick  fl;ins  of  land  animals, 
which  cffedually  protccicd  them  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather ;  and  formed,  though  a 
i'mall  and  low,  yet  a  comfortable  rcftlng  place  ; 
the  bottom  being  firft  covered  by  a  mat,  ftrewed 
over  with  clean  dry  grafs.  Many  fea  otters  that 
were  juft  brought  on  lliorc  bv  fomc  of  the  Ko- 
diak  Indians,  gave  Mr.  Paget  an  opportunity  of 
fceltig  their  manner  of  preparing  thofe  fkins, 
which  dilfcred  materially  from  that  pra6lifed  by 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  in  whoie  pof- 
feflion  we  have  found  that  fpecics  of  fur.  Thcfe 
people  drew  the  (kin  over  the  body  of  the  animal, 
without  making  any  injifion  either  in  the  back 
or  the  b^llv,  and  in  that  ftate  the  fkins  were 
hung  up  to  dry  ;  but  w hcthcr  they  underv.cnt 
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any  other  procefs  prior  to  their  being  fent  to 
market  was  not  undcritood.  The  fledi  of  thefe 
animals  is  cfteemed  to  be  a  very  great  dainty ; 
and  vvliiht  fome  were  employed  in  ikianing,  the 
furrounding  company  were  bufily  engaged,  with 
their  knives,  in  fcraping  the  blubber  or  fat  from 
the  carcafe,  and  in  that  raw  ftate  eating  it  with 
the  grcatcit  rehlh.  The  refb  of  the  animal  was 
boiled,  vv  ith  the  wild  vegetables  procured  in  great 
abundance,  in  and  about  the  woods, -and  afforded 
the  party  an  excellent  repaft.  The  bones  of  the 
jea  otter,  with  thofe  of  all  other  amphibious  ani- 
mals, are  preferved  with  the  greateft  care  by 
thefe  Indians,  but  for  what  purpofe  Mr.  Pugct 
was  unable  to  learn.  Thofe  of  the  party  who 
were  not  thus  engaged,  fecmed  to  be  induftrioufly 
employed  in  making  fuch  articles  of  curiofity  as 
found  the  moft  ready  market  amongft  their  Eng- 
liHi  friends. 

In  the  evening;  the  canoes  that  had  been  lent 
with  Mr.  Manby  returned  without  him,  and  as 
they  brought  neither  letter  nor  meflage,  it  ferved 
to  confirm  Mr.  Pugct  in  his  former  opinion,  that 
the  Difcovery  was  coming  into  port ;  efpecially 
as  the  wind  and  weather  were  extremely  unfet- 
tlcd,  and  confcquently  very  unfavorable  to  the 
examination  of  the  coaft  to  the  caflward.  The 
arriva!  of  a  large  party  of  native  Indians  the  next 
mornins;,  on  the  fouthern  Ihorc  of  the  mainland 
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oppofitc  to  point  Turner,  threw  the  whole  lluf- 
fian  encampment  into  a  ftate  of  confufion,  and 
caufcd  every  preparation  to  be  made  for  ailing 
on  the  defenfive ;  in  the  mean  time  the  captive 
chief  was  difpatched  in  a  Kodiak  canoe,  for  the 
purpofc  of  ufmg  his  endeavours  to  bring  about  a 
friendly  intcrcourfe,  and  to  eftablifh  a  good  under- 
ftanding.  On  this  occafion  feveral  meflages  paf- 
fcd,  but  no  interview  took  place  between  the  two 
parties  during  the  day, which  was  very  unpleafant, 
the  wind  being  very  buillcrous  from  the  eaftward. 
Earl^  in  the  morning  of  the  Ith,  a  large  wooden 
canoe,  with  twelve  of  thefe  llrangers,  vifited  the 
Ruffian  encampment,  and  were  welcomed  to  the 
fliorc  by  a  fong  from  the  Kodiak  Indians ;  this 
compliment  being  returned  in  the  lame  way,  a 
conference  took  place  ;  in  which  the  native  chief 
exerted  his  utmofc  eloquence  to  point  out  the  ex- 
tent of  their  territories,  and  the  injullicc  of  the 
Ruflians  in  killing  and  taking  away  their  fea  otters, 
without  making  them  the  fmalleft  recompcnce. 
After  thele  grievances  had  been  enumerated  witl^ 
c:reat  energetic  force,  the  chief  fent  a  fea  otter  fliin 

oft' 

to  Portoff,  and  on  his  accepting  this  prefcnt,  a 
loud  fhcut  was  given  by  both  parties:  this  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  fong,  which  concluded  thefe  introduc- 
tory ceremonies.  The  vifitors  now  landed,  and 
were  condud;ed  to  the  encampment,  where  the 
friendly  reception  they  met  with,  induced  the 
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chief  to  difpatch  his  canoe,  with  fuch  information 
to  the  reft  of  his  tribe,  that  they  foon  repaired  to 
point  Turner ;  and  after  iimilar  ceremonies  of 
fongs  and  dancing,  thefe  hkewife  landed^  amount- 
ing to  about  fifty,  in  whofe  poffeffion  were  fix 
excellent  mufkets,  kept  in  the  higheft  order,  and 
each  had  a  large  iron  dagger  that  hung  from  his 
neck  in  readinefs  for  immediate  fervice. 

But  as  no  confidence  could  be  placed  in  their 
profeflions  of  friendfiiip,  fo  large  a  party  excited 
in  PortofFthc  moft  Icrious  apprehenfions  for  the 
fafety  of  his  people,  efpccially  as  the  native  In- 
dians took  up  their  abode  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
encampment ;  and  although  at  that  time  it  con- 
tained nearly  nine  hundred,  whilft  the  number 
of  the  natives  did  not  amount  to  more  than  fe- 
venty  perfbns,  amongft  whom  were  Tome  wonjen 
and  boys,  yet  he  greatly  dreaded  an  attackj  being 
confeious  that  the  major  part  of  his  people  would 
be  unequal  to  refill  the  impetuofity  of  To  daring 
and  defperate  an  adverfary. 

Mr.  Pugct  relieved  Portoff  of  his  diftreffing 
folicitude  by  the  ftrongeft  afiTurances,  that  fij  long 
as  the  Chatham  remained  in  his  neighbourhood, 
he  might,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  depend  on 
every  affiftance  in  his  power  to  afford,  as  alfo  in 
the  exertion  of  his  bcft  endeavours  to  gain  thele 
ftrangers  more  over  to  the  intcrcftof  the  RuflTian 
party.     Thefe  offers   were   received  by  Portoff 
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with  marks  of  the  moft  lively  gratitude,  as  he 
had  confidcrcd  his  iituation  as  bcinc;  extremely 
critical,  but  was  now,  from  Mr.  Pugct's  aflur- 
anccs  of  protedlion,  made  pcrfed.ly  caf}';  and  for 
the  purpofe  of  preferving  the  good  underftanding 
that  appeared  to  have  taken  place,  he  diftributed 
amongll  his  vlfitors  fomc  large  and  fniall  blue 
beads,  with  flicet  copper,  and  bracelets  made  of 
that  metal.  This  mcafure  appeared  to  have  its 
defired  cfFed:,  as  the  chief  and  his  party  feemed 
to  be  well  plcafed,  and  loon  after  they  all  retired 
from  the  encampment,  apparently  well  fatisfied 
with  their  reception.  The  trivial  articles  given, 
by  Portoff,  w  ere  the  only  fpccies  of  merchandize 
the  Ruffians  had  with  them  ;  even  thefc,  had 
been  brought  in  very  fmall  quantities ;  and  it 
would  appear  that  they  were  very  inadequate  to 
the  purchafc  of  furs  from  the  tribes  or  nations, 
in  the  more  fouth-caftern  parts  of  this  coaft  ;  but 
a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  native  inha- 
bitants of  North  Well  America  to  the  eaftward 
from  Prince  William's  found  did  not  appear  to 
be  an  objed  of  the  Paiffian  purfuit. 

Late  in  the  evening,  PortofF  acquainted  Mr. 
Puget,  that  the  Difcovery  was  coming  round  the 
point ;  a  gun  was  immediately  fired,  and  Mr. 
J(>hnll:one  difpatchcd  in  the  cutter ;  but  the 
veilel  under  iiiil  iv/^w  appeared  like  a  galliot, 
and  was  funpoied  to  be  a  PvulTian,  until  thq  re- 
turn 
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turn  of  Mr.  Johnftonc  about  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, who  had  found  the  vciTcl  to  be  the  Jackall, 
which  anchored  near  point  Turner.  Here  Mr. 
Johnflone  learned,  that  f!ie  had  parted  from  the 
Difcovery  the  preceding  afternoon,  and  that  flie 
had  after  that  time  been  driven  fome  leajrucs  to 
the  caftward. 

As  Mr.  Puget  did  not  receive  by  this  veflll  any 
letter  or  meflage,  he  ftill  fuppofed  that  I  fliould 
return  to  port  Mulgrave,  to  wait  a  more  favor- 
able opportunity  for  profecuting  the  furvey  of  the 
coaft.  The  weather  ftill  continued  in  the  fame 
luifettlcd  ftate  until  the  evening,  when  the  clear- 
ing of  the  weftern  fky  ftrongly  indicated  a  fa- 
vorable change.  In  the  morning  of  the  5th  the 
whole  party  of  native  Indians  quitted  port  Mul- 
grave, and  left  the  Ruffians  in  quiet  pofTcilion  of 
point  Turner.  Before  their  departure,  their 
number  had  gradually  incrcafed  to  an  hundred 
and  upwards.  The  fcveral  chiefs  had  occafion- 
ally  vifited  Mr.  Puget,  who  made  them  all  pre- 
fcnts  of  fuch  articles  as  were  by  them  confidered 
valuable,  and  were  well  accepted.  Mr.  Puget 
mentions  alfo,  that  after  an  amicable  intercourfc 
had  been  eftabliflied  between  the  two  parties,  they 
entertained  each  other  with  fongs  and  dances, 
according  to  the  ditFerent  cuftoms  of  each  parti- 
cular tribe. 

A  fmc  breeze  having  fprung  up  about  neon 

D  d  3  from 


>al, 


u 


H       /! 


!M 


M 


I.' I 


406  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  pULY, 

from  the  N.  VV.  the  Chatham  quitted  port  Mul- 
gravc.     Her?  Mr.  Pugct  ftates,  that  they  were 
enabled  to  procure  fomc  tolerable  rcfrcfliments ; 
the  fhores  produced  an  abundance  of  very  good 
wild  celery,  which  had  been  daily  boiled  with 
portable  foup  in  their  peas,  and  had  been  eaten 
alfo  as  fallad  ;  but  to  the  bounty  of  their  Ruffian 
friend  Portoff,  they  had  been  more  confiderably 
indebted,  for  a  conftant  and  ample  fupply  of  fifli, 
chiefly  halibut,   with  fome  few  cod  and  falmon. 
Thefe  were  all  he  had  to  beftow,  but  he  furnifli- 
cd  them  in  fo  handfome  and  fo  difintercftcd  a 
manner,  as  plainly  indicated,  that  he  pofleilcd  a 
mind  and  difpofition,   not  only  capable  of  great 
acls  of  generoflty,  but  highly  intitled  to  a  more 
refpcd:ablc  poft  in  civil  fociety,  than  the  lot  of 
his   fortune   feemed  to  admit.     His  behaviour 
from  his  firft  vifit,  had  been  marked  by  a  fteady, 
uniform  line  of  conduct,  that  manifefled  a  juft 
ienfe  of  thofe  obligations,  which  although  de- 
manded by  the  rights  of  hofpitality,  are,  when 
fo  very  pleaflmtly  conferred,  defcrving  the  highefl 
commendations   and    acknowledcments ;  befide 
which,  Mr.  Pugct  had  little  in  his  power  to  offer. 
Some    few  trivial  articles   were  however   moft 
thankfully  accepted  by  Portoff,  who  took  charge 
of  fome  books  likely  to  be  ferviceable  as  a  prefcnt 
for  Mr.  Shields,  to  whom,  and  likewife  to  Mr. 
l^-rrcnoff,  the  condudor  of  the  Company's  af- 
fairs 
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fairs  at  the  Kodiak,  Mr.  Puget  wrote  in  fuch 
terms  of  the  condudl  of  this  honed  failor,  as  he 
had  moft  richly  dcicrved. 

Mr.  Puget  concludes  the  account  of  his  tranf- 
a<ft;ions  at  this  place  by  noticing,  that  in  failing 
into  port  Mulgrave  it  is  ncccffary  to  give  a  good 
birth  to  point  Phlpps,  in  order  to  avoid  a  fmall 
reef  that  ftretches  from  it  into  the  fea.  From 
the  inner  or  north  point  of  this  cape,  point  Tur- 
ner lies  S.  83  E.  diftant  two  miles  and  three 
quarters ;  this  point  is  bold,  and  muft  be  kept 
clofe  on  board,  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding  the 
fhoals  that  lie  at  a  little  diftance  to  the  ealliward 
of  it;  between  thefe  llioals  and  the  point,  good 
anchorage  is  found  in  8  to  11  fiithoms,  clear  good 
holding  ground ;  the  variation  by  the  Chatham's 
compafs  was  20^  callwardly  ;  the  rife  and  fall  of 
the  tide  perpendicularly  was  about  nine  feet,  and 
it  was  high  water  3o'  after  the  moon  had  paffcd 
the  meridian. 

The  dangers  in  Beering's  bay,  particularly  be- 
tween point  Manby  and  the  iflands  forming  port 
Mulgrave,  are  confidcred  to  be  numerous,  nncc 
feveral  rocks  were  f.en,  jull  flicvving  their  heads 
abo\c  water;  but  Mr.  Puget  had  not  leifurc  to 
undertake  a  minute  examination  of  thefe  latent 
dangers,  or  of  the  illands  juil  mentioned  arming 
the  port,  which,  by  Its  fouth-callcrn  en  ranee,  is 
ivQQ   from  anv  danger  or  Interruption,  ana  affords 
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ample  rpace  to  turn  in,   between  the  main  land 
and  die  ifland. 

Here  the  Chatham  was  employed  in  reaching 
the  ocean  with  a  wcllerly  wind  until  fix   in  the 
evening,  when  her  courl'e  was  dircdled  for  Crofs 
found.     On  approaching  cape  Spencer,  a  dozen 
of  the  natives  in  one  canoe  vifited  the  brig,  all  of 
whom  exprcHcd   the  fame   want  of  confidence 
that  had   been  exhibited  to  us,  and  not  one  cf 
them  would  venture  on  board,  without  a  hoftage 
being  fent   into  the  canoe.     As  this  ceremony 
had  not  been  before  obfervcd  by  any  of  our  North 
Weft  American  vifitors,  it  was  not  at  firll  com- 
prehended, but  on  the  demand  being  undcrftood, 
Mr.  Puget  ordered  one  of  his  people  into  the 
canoe  ;  upon  which  the  chief  immediately  re- 
paired on  board,  and  a  large  fnpply  of  halibut 
was  foon  purchafed  with  iron.  Whilfl;  this  traffic 
was  going  on,  and  the  hoftage  remained  in  the 
canoe,  the  chief  fecmed  perfectly  fatisfied,  and 
reconciled  to  his  fituation  ;  but  the  inftant  the 
man  v\  as  defired  to  come  from  out  of  the  canoe 
on  board,  the  chief  returned.    This  exccffive  fuf- 
})icion  and  diftruft,  which  had  been  by  no  means 
the  general  character  of  the  North  Weft  Ameri- 
cans, is  not  eafily  to  be  accounted  for  ;  unlcfs  it 
be  fuppofed,  which  is  too  much  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, that  fome  of  their  civilized  vifitors  luid  given 
them  caufe  for  adopting  this  precaut^ion. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Paget  and  the  gentlemen  on  board  the 
Chatham  had  been  C(|Ually  deceived  with  our- 
Tclves  by  the  appearance  of  the  ice,  and  had 
tacked  to  avoid  approaching  too  near  fome  pieces 
which  they  had  fiippofed  to  be  rocks ;  but  aitcr 
difcov-ering  the  miftake  they  loon  joined  us,  as 
already  mentioned,  without  noticing  cither  rock«, 
Ihoals,  or  other  interruption  in  iiiiling  up  the 
iound,  excepting  the  ice  before  mentioned. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Tranfadi'wns  in  Crofs  Sound — Proceed  to  Sea — Ac- 
count of  a  Boat  Excnrjion — Dtfcr'tplion  of  Port 
Althorp  and  Crofs  Sound — AJironomkal  and 
nautical  Ohf:)'\^ations. 
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ALTHOUGH  the  weather  during  the  night, 
and  morning  of  Thurfday  the   loth,   had 
been  very  rainy,  yet  it  did  not  prevent  our  being 
vilitcd  by   tlic  natives  in  fevcn  or  eight  canoes, 
containing    men,    women,  and  children;  who, 
I'rom  this  early  vifit,  we  had  great  reafon  to  llip- 
pofc  had  their  rcfidence  at  no  great  diftance.     It 
appeared   that   they  had  taken  up   a   temporary 
abode  on  one  of  tlie  two  fmall  branches  in   this 
cove,  for  the  purpofc  it  fliould  fecm,  of  being 
our  near  neighbours.    Their  numbers  were  after- 
A\  ards  {\:i  augmentcfl  that  we  had  frequently  near 
an   hundred   about   the  velTcls,  who,    notwith- 
llanding  the  weather  was  foggy,  rainy,  and  ^ery 
unj)lcafant,  furnillied  us  with  a  tolerable  flipply 
ol' halibut  and  falmon  ;  the  latter  was  of  a  very 
inferior  Ibrt,  and  poireiled  little  or  no  taflc  ;  in 
adilition   to   thefe  elTcntiais,  they  difpofed  of  a 
few  inditierc:nt  fca  otter  fivins :  in  this  traffic 
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they  dealt  very  honellly,  and  in  the  other  parts 
ot*  their  condiidl  they  Teemed  to  ftiew  an  open, 
cheerful,  and  Hvely  difpofition;  yet  nr,  one  was 
incHned  to  trull  himfelf  in  our  power  on  board, 
although  on  Ihorc  they  were  affable  and  familiar. 

Since  our  arrival  on  the  coaft  this  feafJjn,  the 
Hate  of  my  health  had  been  too  inditi^erent  to 
allow  of  my  taking  any  fliarc  in  the  feveral  dif^ 
tant  boatexcurfions;  but  as  it  Teemed  to  be  highly 
probable,  from  the  extremely  broken  appearance 
of  this  extenfive  opening  in  the  coait,  that  Mr. 
Whldbey  might  be  led  to  a  great  dillancc,  in 
land,  by  purfuing  the  continental  Oiore,  and  by 
that  means  be  precluded  from  examining  the  va- 
rious illands  that  appear  to  lie  bcf(-)rc  it,  and  to 
form  the  cxL'^rnal  boundaries  of  this  found  ;  and 
confidering  myfelf  now  fufHciently  recruited  to 
be  equal  to  that  taik,  early  in  tlic  morning  of 
the  1-lth  I  fat  out  for  that  purpofe,  but  by  noon 
I  was  obliged  to  return,  in  coni'equence  of  being 
feized  with  a  mofh  violent  indlfpofition,  which 
terminated  in  a  bilior.s  cholic,  that  coniined  mc 
for  feveral  days  to  my  apartments. 

During  my  abfence  a  fail  had  been  defcried  in 
the  ofHufi;,  which  had  been  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Jackall,  and  on  my  return  a  boat  was  fetit  to  af- 
ford her  every  affillance  in  our  power.  At  three 
the  next  morning,  Tuefday  the  ir>th,  the  boat 
returned  from  the  vcllcl,  which  was  ibund  to  be 
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a  brig  named  the  Arthur,  commanded  by  a  Mr. 
Barber,  belonging  to  Bengal,  but  hift  from  port 
Jackfon.  At  noon  (he  anchored  in  this  port,  off 
the  ifland  forming  its  ■weftt^rn  fide,  to  the  fouth 
of  the  flalion  we  had  takc:i.  Tlic  Indians  were 
as  ufual  about  our  vellcls,  bufily  employed  in 
commercial  dealinn;s ;  but  on  the  arrival  of  this 
vefTel,  I  thought  it  proper  to  prohibit  the  pur- 
chafe  of  furs,  by  any  of  our  people. 

The  fame  very  unpleafant  weather  continued 
with  little  variation  ;  the  wind  blowing  a  ftrong 
gale  from  the  eaftvvard.     On  Friday  the  1 8th,  in 
the  afternoon,  our  amicable  intcrcourfe  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  was  in  fomc  meafure 
interrupted,  by  one  of  them  having  been  dctcded 
in  the  a(5l  of  ftealing  fomc  of  the  lower  part   of 
the  rudder  chains.  Some  mufkets  had  been  fired 
to  Induce  thofe  in  the  canoe  to  return  their  prize 
to  no  cftcd  ;  the  launch    was  tlicrefore  fcnt  in 
purfuit  of  the  canoe,  and  juft  as  the  Indians  were 
about  to  land  the  canoe  overfet,  by  which  acci- 
dent the  ftolcn  goods  were  loft,  with  fuch  other 
valuables  as  they  had  collcdtcd  during  the   day  ; 
and  the  party,  confifting  of  two  \vomcn   and  a 
man,  were  made  prlfoners,  and   with  their   ca- 
noe, brought  on  board.     The  three  delinquents 
were  ordered  into  irons;  but  thcv  had  not  been 
long  fo  circumftanced,   before  I  received   a   very 
humble  petition  from   the  two  ladies,  v.ho  on 
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jwromifing  they  would  not  again  be  found  fo  of- 
fendins:  were  hberated.  Tlie  man  remained  in 
confinement  until  the  morning  of  Saturday  the 
19th,  when  I  underltood  thac  fome  fmiilar  ads 
had  been  committed  on  board  the  Chatham  ; 
this  information  induced  me  to  confider,  that 
making  an  example  of  the  thief  inour  polTcflion, 
might  be  attended  with  the  defirablc  cfted  of 
preventing  further  mifdemcanors  ;  and  for  this 
reafon  he  was  punillied  with  four  dozen  ladies, 
after  which  his  canoe  was  returned  to  him,  and 
he  v»ith  his  ladies  were  difmilTed. 

On  this  corredion  being  infiided,  the  reft  of  the 
canoes  quitted  the  cove,  and  no  one  came  near 
ijs  until  Tuefday  the  22d,  when  one  only  came 
alongfidc.  On  the  Indian  meeting  a  friendly  re- 
ception, his  neighbours  w'ere  induced  to  follow 
his  example,  and  our  former  intcrcourfe  was  per- 
fcdly  re-eftablilhed.  Among  the  number  who 
now  vifited  us,  was  one  of  the  women  who  had 
been  overfet  in  the  canoe,  and  who  in  that  fcuffle 
had  hurt  the  fcparated  part  of  the  lower  lip  ;  but 
on  receiving  the  necelfary  furgical  affifl:ance  for 
healing  the  wound,  for  which  purpose  Ihe  came 
regiilaiiy  on  board  every  morning,  it  was  foon 
perfedly  healed. 

The  Arthur  failed  on  Wednefday  the  23d, 
and  on  the  Saturday  following,  the  L'Oth,  the 
Jackal  arrived,  and  anchored  near  us ;  on  this 
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the  former  reilridtions  as  to  the  purchafc  of  furs 
were  agani  enforced. 

Mr.  Brown  ftatcd,  that  he  had  quitted  port 
Mnlijrravc  the  morninii;  after  the  Chatham  had 
jfallcd,  and  had  left  PortotFand  his  party  at  point 
Turner;  but  on  his  meeting  with  a  hard  gale 
from  the  eaftward,  he  was  obliged  to  return  thi- 
ther, with  the  lofs  of  ibrnc  fpars,  and  with  ma- 
terial damage  to  his  fails.  The  Ruirian  party  he 
found  ftill  at  their  encampment,  but  uudcrftood 
that  fix  of  the  Kodiak  Indians  had  been  captured 
by  the  native  inhabitants.  Portotf  requeued  Mr. 
Brown  would  afford  him  fbmc  affiftance  to  re- 
gain his  people ;  for  which  purpoic,  with  a  nu- 
merous fleet  of  canoes,  and  one  of  the  Jackall's 
Iwats,  Fortoit'dire<fied  his  courfe  up  the  bay,  and 
ibon  met  with  the  hoilile  Indians,  who,  after  a 
long  'iifcullion  <Ielivcred  up  live  of  their  prilbners, 
and  in  return  received  live  of  their  comrades,  be- 
ing part  of  a  number  which  in  retaliation  the 
Kuilians  had  captured,  but  the  remainder  of  the 
party  amounting  to  twelve  iTicn  and  women, 
were  detained  by  Portolf,  until  the  other  Kodiak 
Indian  fliould  be  rcllored.  Mr.  Brown's  fecond 
vifit  to  port  Mulgra\e  was  of  Ihort  duration,  and 
PortofF  with  his  numerous  fleet  quitted  it  a  few 
hours  before  his  departure. 

We  were  now  in  hourly  expcclatioti   of   the 
party's  return  under  the  command  of  Mr.  W'hid- 
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bey,  for  the  comfort  and  even  fufety  of  whom, 
it  was  not   poffible  for  us  to  avoid  having  the 
moft  anxious  foUcitude,  as  the  weather  that  had 
generally  prevailed  fnice  our  arrival  in  this  place, 
had  been  of  an  extremely  unpleafant  nature.    In 
the  afternoon,  however,  we  were  very  agreeably 
relieved  from  our  anxiety  for  their  welfare,  by 
their  returning  all  in  good  health  and  fpirits  ;  after 
having  traverfed  the  continental  fliorc  fo  far  as 
to  be  within  about  20  leagues  of  cape  Dcciiion, 
from  whence  a  clear  channel  had  been  {ecu.  into 
the  ocean.     To  this  flation  a  good  inland  navi- 
gation had  been  found,  excepting  that  in  an  eaf- 
terly  direction  from  the  anchorage  of  the  veffels 
at  the  diftance  of  about  10  leagues,  the  pafTage 
though   fufFieiently  fpacious,  was  at  that  time 
greatly  incommoded,  and,  in  fome  places,  nearly 
clofed  by  large  fragments  of  floating  ice.     This 
inconvenience  having  already  occafioned  us  much 
annoyance,  and  moments  of  the  moll  anxious 
concern,  I  did  not  choofe  to  combat  again  fuch 
difhculties,  efpecially  as  by  purfuing  our  route 
by  the  ocean,  it  would  afford  us  an  opportunity 
of  deHneatina:  the   exterior  coaft  ;  and  as  Mr. 
Johnftonc    had  accompliilied  the  fervice  which 
want  of  health  had  prevented  myeffcding,  I  di- 
reded  every  thing  to  be  taken  from  the  lliore, 
and  the  veffels  prepared  for  failing  the  next  morn- 
but  it  was  not  until  the  afternoon  of  Mon- 
day 
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day  the  28th  that  the  wind  permitted  us  to  move, 
when,  with  a  light  air  from  the  north,  and  with 
the  adillancc  of  all  our  boats,  we   were  enabled 
to  get  out  ot'  the  port,  which  I  have  named  Port 
Altiiorp.     We  had  no  Iboner  arrived  in   the 
Ibund  than  the  breeze  died  away,  and  the  flood 
tide  obliged  us  to  anchor  until  one  o'clock.     At 
this  time  a  breeze  again   fprang   up,  but  being 
from  the  S.  W.,  we  were  employed  until  raid- 
night  in  turning  out  of  the  found.    We  ftood  to 
and  fro  off  cape  Crols  to  wait  the  return  of  day, 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  examination  of  the  ex- 
ternal coafl:  fouthward  towards   cape  Decifion, 
■which  was  now  dlfcovered  to  be  cither  the  coaft 
of  a  long  illand,  or  an  archipelago  extending  to 
the  latitude    of  51)"  15^  and  probably   fuithcr 
ibuth.     Near  its  fouth-eaftern  extremity,  I   in- 
tended to  take  the  full  convenient  fituation  that 
might  offer  for  the  vcffels,  whilit  the  boats  were 
employed  in  completing  the  iiirvcy  of  the  fmall 
portion  of  the  continental  fliore  that  now  re- 
mained for  our  examination. 

PrevioiiUy  however,  to  my  proceeding  in  this 
part  of  my  journal,  I  fliall  ftate  the  fervices  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Whidbey  during  his  late  cxcur- 
iion,  which  according  to  the  diredlons  he  re- 
ceived commenced  on  the  forenoon  of  the  loth 
from  cape  Spencer,  with  very  thick  fogsry  wn- 
plcafant  weather;  this  inconvenience,  in  addi- 
tion 
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tion  to  the  immenfe  numbers  of  huge  pieces  of 
floating   ice,    very   much   retarded   his   progreCs 
acrofs  the  found.    Having  at  length  effeded  this 
objecT:,  the  continental  fliorc  from  the  cape  above- 
mentioned  was  fonnd  to  take  nearly  a  north  di- 
rediion  for  about  three  leagues  to  a  low  pebbly 
point ;  N.  N.  W.  from  which,  five  miles  further, 
a  fmall  brook  flowed  into  the  found,  and  on  its 
northern  fide  fliood  the  ruins  of  a  dcferted  Indian 
village.    To  reach  this  ftation,  the  party  had  ad- 
vanced up  an  arm  about  flx  miles  wide  at  its  en- 
trance, but  which   had  dccreafed  to  about  half 
that  width,  and  their  further  progrefs  was  now 
flopped  by  an  immenfe  body  of  compad:  perpen- 
dicular ice,  extending  from  fliore  to  fliore,  and 
connected  with  a  range  of  lofty  mountains  that 
formed  the  head  of  the  arm,  and  as  it  were^  gave 
fupport  to  this  body  of  ice  on  each  flde.     Their 
courfe  was  now  direded  acrofs  the  arm,  and  on 
its  caflern  flde,  compelled  by  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  the  party  flopped  until  it  Ihould 
prove  more  favorable   to  their  purpofe.     Thefc 
fliores  are  compofed  of  a  border  of  low  land, 
which  on  high  tides  is  overflown,  and  becomes 
broken  into  iflands.     Mere  were  ereded  two  pil- 
lars flxtccn  feet  high,  and  four  feet  in  circumfe- 
rence, painted  white  ;  on  the  top  of  each  was 
placed  a  large  fquare  box;  on  examining  one  ct 
them  it  was  found  to   contain   manv  allies,  and 
Vol.  V.  Ee  pieces 
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pieces  of  burnt  bones,  which  were  confidcred  t6 
be  human ;  thefe  relids  were  carefully  wrapped 
up  in  fkins,  and  old  mats,  and  at  the  bafc  of  th6 
pillars  was  placed  an  old  canoe  in  which  were 
fomc  paddles. 

•  The  weather  in  the  night  was  dark  with  con- 
flant  rain,  and  on  the  following  morning  it  im- 
proved but  little ;  yet  as  it  permitted  the  party 
to  fee  from  point  to  point,  Mr.  Whidbey  profe- 
cuted  his  refcarclies,  and  found  the  lliores  of  the 
icy  barrier  taking  a  diredion  S.  53  E.  four  leagues 
and  an  half,  to  a  point,  which  I  have  called 
Point  Wimbledon,  lying  from  cape  Spencer 
N.  53  E.,  diftant  eleven  miles.  In  palling  this 
fpace,  they  were  obliged  to  make  their  way 
through  a  great  quantity  of  floating  ice,  and  be- 
tween three  fmall  rocky  iflands  lying  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  main  land,  which  oppofite  to 
thefe  iflands  terminates  in  ftcep,  rugged,  rocky 
cliffs.  This  point  forms  the  north-weft  point  of 
entrance  into  an  extenfive  branch  of  the  found 
extending  to  the  eaftward ;  its  oppofite  point  of 
entrance,  which  I  named  Point  Lavinia,  is 
the  north -eaft  point  of  port  Althorp,  and  lies 
from  it  S.  12  E.,  at  the  dillance  of  fix  miles.  Be- 
tween theto  points  is  a  group  confiding  of  one 
low,  and  two  hi;:!)  rocky  illand:«,  with  fome  rocks 
and  iflets  r.bout  them  ;  irom  hence  the  fhorc  took 
a  circular  direi^liori  to  the  N,  N.  E.   for  about  a 
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Icacue,  and  formed  the  weftern  entrance  of  a 
fmaller  branch  about  two  miles  wide,  extending 
to  the  north  and  north -weflward  ;  at  the  entrance 
of  which,  in  mid-channel  was  only  found  1 8  fa- 
thoms water ;  a  circumftance  we  had  been  little 
accuftomed  to  meet  with  in  our  examination  of  the 
feveral  branches  of  this  very  extraordinary  coun- 
try ;  as  in  almoft  every  other  inftance  their  depth 
had  been  far  greater  than  we  had  been  provided 
to  reach.  Up  this  opening  the  party  advanced 
nearly  in  a  north-weft  diredion  about  two  leagues, 
where  their  further  progrefs  was  nearly  ftopped 
by  fhoals,  rocky  iflets,  and  rocks,  extending 
acrofs  the  branch,  which  decreafed  to  about  a 
mile  in  width,  and  for  the  fpace  of  about  two 
miles,  was  occupied  by  thefc  iOets  and  rocks ; 
beyond  them  on  the  weltern  lliore  was  a  fmall 
lliallow  opening,  that  appeared  to  communicate 
with  one  of  a  fimilar  defcription,  and  wliich  had 
been  noticed  in  the  other  arm  a  few  miles  below 
the  icy  barrier,  but  was  too  fliallow  to  be  ap- 
proached by  the  boats.  About  four  miles  from 
hence  in  a  northerly  diredlion  this  branch  finally 
clofed,  being  in  moft  places  greatly  encumbered 
with  ice.  On  the  return  of  the  boats,  they  were 
much  incommoded  by  the  flioals  that  extend 
from  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  arm,  to  within 
half  a  mile  of  its  fouth- weft  fide.  About  its  en- 
trance the  foundings  were  regular,  of  u  mode- 
ls e  2  rate 
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rate  depth,  and  afforded  good  and  fccurc  ancho- 
rage ;  but  at  this  fcafon  veffcls  would  be  much 
inconvenienced,  by  the  immenfe  quantities  of 
floating  ice  ;  this  impediment,  in  addition  to  the 
\veather  being  again  very  foggy,  Hopped  the  pro- 
grefs  of  their  refearchcs  early  in  the  afternoon, 
and  obliged  them  to  retire  about  a  league  within 
the  entrance  on  the  eaftern  Ihore.  About  ten  of 
the  natives  in  two  canoes  had  been  met  with, 
who  had  condudled  themfelves  in  a  verv  civil  and 
friendly  manner.  Toward  the  evening  and  in 
the  night,  the  ice  accumulated  fo  much  as  to 
threaten  deftrudion  to  the  boats,  w  hich  under  the 
circumftances  of  their  fituation,  could  not  without 
inconvenience  and  delay  be  hauled  on  fnorc  :  the 
utmoft  vigilance  of  the  party  became  requifite  to 
prevent  their  being  damaged,  which  was  happily 
effedcd,  tliough  with  the  lofs  of  a  grapnel,  as  the 
Chatham's  cutter  had  by  the  ice  been  unavoid- 
ably forced  adrift.  This,  though  an  important 
lofs,  (none  of  the  boats  having  a  fpare  grapnel) 
was  loon  compcnfated  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr. 
Lc  Meluricf,  who  had  the  command  of  the  cut-- 
ter,  and  who  immediately  conllruded  one  of 
wood,  that  anfvvered  the  purpofe  of  an  iron  one 
extremely  well,  during  the  rcll  of  the  excurfion. 

The  morning  oi  the  ll'th,  though  unplcafant, 
w-as  rather  more  favorable  to  their  puriiiit,  v\hich 
was  ilill  greatly  impeded  by  the  ice.     From  the 
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caft  point  of  this  branch,  which  I  have  called 
Point  Dundas,  fituatcd  in  latitude  58"  21^ 
longitude  224°  l"',  the  coaft  takes  an  irregular 
E.N.  E.  dircdion  about  fcven  miles  to  a  point, 
from  whence  this  branch  of  the  found  appeared 
to  be  very  cxtenfive  in  an  E.  S.  E.  point  of  view, 
and  was  upwards  of  three  leagues  acrofs.  The 
p**"  proceeded  from  point  Dundas  to  this  fta- 
tioi..  hrough  a  chant  i  irom  two  to  three  miles 
in  width,  between  the  continental  fliore,  and  an 
ifland  about  fcvcn  miles  long  and  three  miles 
broad,  lying  in  a  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  diredion.  This 
fpacious  inlet  prefented  to  our  party  an  arduous 
tafk,  as  the  fpace  between  the  fliores  on  the  nor- 
thern and  fouthern  fides  ftemed  to  be  intirely 
occupied  by  one  compa6l  flieet  of  ice  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  diftinguilh.  Whilll  the  boats  re- 
mained at  this  point  they  were  vifitcd  by  the  na- 
tives in  fcvcral  canoes,  that  had  come  out  from 
a  fmall  Ihallow  brook  a  little  to  the  weftward  of 
the  point.  Excepting  a  few  indifferent  fc:',  otter 
fkins,  thefc  people  brought  with  them  no  articles 
for  traffic.  To  the  north  and  eaft  of  this  point, 
the  fliores  of  the  continent  form  two  large  open 
bays,  which  were  terminated  by  compa6l  fblid 
mountains  of  ice,  rifmg  p,-rpcndicukirly  from  the 
water's  ed;rc,  and  bonnded  to  the  north  by  a 
.continuation  of  the  uniLed  lofty  frozen  mountains 
that  extend  cailward  from  mount  Fair\vcather. 
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In  thefc  bays  alfo  were  great  quantities  of  broken 
ice,  which  having  been  put  in  motion  by  the 
fpringing  up  of  a  northerly  wind,  was  drifted  to 
the  fouthward,  and  forcing  the  boats  from  the 
northern  ftiore,  obliged  them  to  take  fhelter  round 
the  north- eaft  point  of  the  above  iiland.  This 
made  Mr.  Whidbcy  apprchenfive,  that  the  ftill 
apparent  conncded  body  of  ice  from  fide  to  fide, 
would  at  length  oblige  him  to  abandon  his  re- 
fearches  by  this  route,  unlefs  he  fliould  find  it 
pofTible  to  force  a  palTage  through  this  formidable 
obftiuclion. 

In  attempting  this,  the  party  fucceedcd  far  be- 
yond their  expedations,  for  they  gained  an  open 
navigation,  and  by  four  in  the  afternoon  arrived 
at  a  low  and  nearly  round  ifland  about  two  leagues 
in  circuit,  lying  from  the  former  ifland  N.  83  E., 
diftant  three  leagues.  This  ifland  is  moderately 
elevated,  its  fliorcs  pleafant  and  eafy  of  accefs, 
and  well  ftocked  with  timber,  moftly  of  the  pine 
tribe.  It  nrefented  a  much  more  inviting  ap- 
pearance tliaa  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  be- 
hold, and  the  wind  and  weather  being  more  fa- 
vorable than  for  fome  time  paft,  they  continued 
along  the  continental  Ihore,  palling  within  fome 
illets  that  lie  about  u  league  to  the  eailward  of 
the  round  iiland,  until  nine  in  the  evening,  when 
it  became  calm,  ;  the  party  refted  for  the 
night  at  the  entrance  of  a  brook,  in  a  bay  on  the 
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northern  or  continental  fliore,  which  from   the 
round  ifland  lies  S.  82  E.,  diftarit  ten  miles.    Here 
in  the  morning  of  the  13th  they  were  vifited  by 
fifteen  Indians,  men,  women,  and  children,  who 
conduded  thcmfclves  in  the  moft  civil  and  af- 
fable manner,  and  took  much  pains  to  explain, 
that  they  had  recently  been  engaged  in  a  war  w  ith 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  branch, 
in  which  they  had  been  beaten,  and  pointed  to 
a  deferted  village,  where  thofe  of  their  comrades 
who  had  fallen  had  been  buried.     Thefe  people 
appeared  to  be  a  part  of  a  very  poor  tribe,  and 
had  fcarcely  any  thing  to  difpofe  of;  for  which 
leafon  Mr.  Whidbey  made  them  prefents  of  fome 
few  trivial  articles,  which  were  very  thankfully 
received,  and  then  he  refumcd  his  examination, 
and  found  the  continent  from  the  laft  mentioned 
open  bay  compad:,  and  taking  a  courfc  fomc- 
what  irregularly,  S.  50  E.  feven  leagues,  to  a 
point,  which  I  called  after  the  feat  of  my  ancef- 
tors.  Point  Couverden,  where  the  obferved 
latitude  was  SS'^  12^  longitude  225°  ;'.    At  the 
diftancc  of  two  miles  to  the  north-wefl  of  this 
point,  the   party  paiVed   a  im:\\\  cove   with   an 
ifland  lying  before  it,  aud  half  a  league  Ibuth  of 
the  point,  a  high  barren  rocky  iilct. 

The  branch  that  h.id  been  thus  navigated,  was 
liere  about  five  or  iix  miles  wide,  and  at  this  fta- 
tion  was  united  wllh  a  vcrv  cr.t?nfivc  arm,  takiner 
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a  S.  S.  E.  and  N.  N.  W.  direaion.     The  latter 
becoming  the  firft  objecl  of  attention,  the  boats 
proceeded  to  the  northward,   along  the  weftern 
or  continental  Ihore,   which   in  this  neighbour- 
hood  conllitutcd  a  narrow  border  of  low   land, 
well  wooded  and  with  flately  trees,  moftly  of  the 
pine  tribe,   behind  which  ftill  extended  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  lofty  fnowy  mountains,     /.bout 
two  miles  to  the  north  of  point  Couverden  were 
palled  one  fmall  ifland  and  three  rocky  iflets ; 
one  of"  which  lies  nearly  in   mid-channel,  and 
having  advanced  about  four  or  five  leagues  up 
this  arm,  the  oppofite  Ihore  that  had  appeared  to 
be  compad:  now  ieemed  to  be  broken.  The  pro- 
grefs  of  the  party  in  this  purfuit  was  greatly  re- 
tarded by  a  frelli  northerly  wind,  and  a  conftant 
ftream  fetting  againft  them,  ib  that  it  was  noon 
on  the  lith  before  they  reached  a  point  lying 
N.  10  W.  from  point  Couverden;  where  Mr. 
Whiclbey  obfervcd  the   latitude  to  be  58"  35'. 
From  this  point  the  eaftcrn  fliore  of  the  arm  ftill 
prefentcd  the  lame  broken  appearance,  but  that 
alop?:  which  they  had  palfcd  was  firm  and  com- 
pact, indented  with  a  few  coves,  and  fome  iflets 
and  rocks  lying  near  it.     Both  fides  of  this  arm 
were  bounded  by   lofty  flupendous  mountains, 
covered  with  perpetual  ice  and  fnow,  whilft  the 
fhores   in    tliis    nciL;libourbood    aj>peared    to  be 
compofcd  of  clili'i  of  very  fine  flate,  interlpericd 
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'^vith  beaches  of  excellent   paviv.t):;  ftonc.     This 
point   forms  a   prv')jV;ding   pr-imontory,  about  a 
league  long,  in  a  northerly  dncrlion,  from  wliicli 
the  continental  fliore  ftili  continued  in  the  above 
line  about  nine  miles,  where,  ncaralhiaH  i)rnok, 
tlie  party  rcftcd  for  the  night.     Moft  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  had  been  foggy  and  rainy,  the  latter 
increafcd  greatly  during  tiic  night,  and  detained 
them  until   nine  in  the  forenoon  of  the  1.0th; 
when,  having  a  gentle  breeze  in  their  favor,  they 
proceeded  along  a  Ibaight  and  compact  fhorc, 
and  by  noon  reached  a  fmall  iflet,  vvjiere  the  ob- 
served latitude  was  58"  5  4^  longitude  2'Jl'  4/'. 
This  iflet  is  about  two  miles  from  tlic  wcllern 
fliore  of  the  main  channel,  which  ftill  continues 
to  be  five  miles  wUc.     Another  iflet  lies  to  the 
north,  between  it,   and  the   fuuth   point  of  an. 
ifland  about  five  miles  long  and  a  mile  broad, 
Iving  along    the  wcllern  (horc,  and  forming  a 
channel  that  is  about  a  mile  wide,  having  at  it* 
fouthcrn  entrance  fhoaLs  that  extend  nearly  from 
fide  to  fide.     Up  this  channel  the  boats  palled, 
and  found  the  continental   fbore  now  take  a  di- 
recllon  N.  22  W.  nine  miles  from  the  above  illet, 
to  a  T)oliit  wliere  the  arm  narrowed  to  two  miles 
acrols  ;  from  whence  it  extended  ten  miles  fur- 
ther in  a  dircdion  N.  30  W.  where  its  navituible 
extent  terminated  in  lalit\;de  .'»()"  12',  lon<iitude 
221   3  3^  This  llati(»n  v.as  reached  in  the  morn- 
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ingof  the  lOth,  after  paffing  fonie  rllets  and  feme 
rocks,  nearly  In  mid-channel.  Above  the  north- 
crnmolt  of  thcle  (whic!*  lies  four  miles  below  the 
ihoal,  that  extends  acrofs  the  upper  part  of  the 
.nrm,  thereabout  a  mile  in  width)  the  water  was 
found  to  be  perfe<flly  frefh.  Along  the  edge  of 
this  fhoal  the  boats  paiTed  from  fide  to  fide  in  fix 
feet  water,  and  beyond  it,  the  head  of  the  arm 
extended  about  half  a  league,  where  a  fmall  open- 
ing in  the  land  was  fcen,  about  the  fourth  of  a 
mile  wide,  leading  to  the  north-wcftward,  from 
whence  a  rapid  ftream  of  frefli  water  ruihed  over 
the  fhoal ;  but  this,  to  all  appearance,  w  as  bound- 
ed at  no  great  didancc  by  a  continuation  of 
the  fame  lofiy  ridge  of  fhowy  mountains  fo  re- 
peatedly mentioned,  as  ftr:'tching  caftwardly 
from  mount  Falrweather,  and  which,  in  every 
jioint  of  view  they  had  hitherto  been  feen,  ap- 
peared to  be  a  firm  and  clofe-conneded  range  of 
ftupcndous  mountains,  for  ever  doomed  to  fup- 
port  a  burthen  of  undiiTolving  ice  and  fnow.  It 
was  here  remarked,  that  notwithftanding  the 
quantity  ot  frcfli  water  which  flowed  into  this 
arm  from  the  brook  juft  mentioned,  the  fliores 
were  perfectly  free  from  fnow  or  ice,  although 
.they  v»ere  three- fourths  of  a  degree  to  the  north 
of  tho<e  parts  that  had  undergone  the  examina- 
tion of  the  party  in  the  early  part  of  their  prefent 
expedition,  v.licrc  they  had  been  much  annoyed 
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by  ice,  and  it  became  another  iiillancc  of  the  local 
cxiftcncc  of  thefc  fubftanccs. 

It  may  reafonabl)'  be  prcfumccl  that  this  flream 
is  alone  indebted  for  its  cxiflcncc  to  the  dilTolu- 
tion  of  the  fnow  and  ice  in  its  vicinity  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year ;  as  it  fccmed  to  be  too  incon- 
fiderable,  and  the  adjacent  mountains  appeared 
to  be  too  compact,  to  admit  of  its  deriving  its 
fource  from  any  other  caufe. 

Up  this  broolc,  thj  Indian  party,  \\hich  had 
now  accumulated   to  upwards  of  an   hundred, 
gave  otir  gentlemen  to  undc^riland,   that   eight 
chiefs  of  great  confequence  rcfidcd;  «.id  they  fo- 
licited  the  party,  with  much  carncdncr     that 
they  would  remain  in  tliat  aci^;:]ib()urhood  fume 
days,  to  give  the  chiefs  an  oppc;rtunity  of  paying 
them  a  vifit.     Inquiries  were  made  for  the  chief 
of  the  tribe  then  prefent,  but  no  one  of  the  In- 
dians aifumed  that  charader.     Their  behaviour 
was  peaceable,  civil,  and  friendly;  but  our  party 
having  a  more  important  object  to  purfue  than 
that  of  receiving  new  vifitors.   declined  the  pro- 
pofed  civility,  and  ';'*.'.iriicd  down  the  arm,  along 
the  caftern  Ihore,  which  was  lov,,  indented  into 
fm;ill  bays  and  c^>vcs,  and  appeared  to  be  a  border 
that  extended  from  the  bafe  of  the  mountains 
that  lie  behind  it,  and  which  took  a  direction  S. 
40  E.,  4h  leagues   to  a   point  that  obtained  the 
name  of  Point  Seduction,  in  confequence  of 
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the  artful  charadcr  of  the  Indians  who  are  faid 
to  rcfide  in  its  neighbourhood. 

From  this  point  lies  a  range  of  fmall  iflands 
about  four  miles  in  a  fouth  diredion.  The  fouth- 
crnmoll:  is  a  flat  barren  rock,  but  on  the  others, 
trees  were  produced.  From  hence  the  oppofitc 
fliore  forming  the  eaftcrn  ilde  of  the  arm  was 
about  two  miles  diftant,  and  at  this  point  a  branch 
of  it  extended  N.  18  W.  about  eleven  miles;  and 
flievved  that  what  had  been  taken  for  a  low^  border 
uniting  with  the  mountains,  vv'as  a  narrow  ftrip 
of  land  from  one  to  two  miles  acrofs.  This  branch 
after  winding  in  a  wefterly  direction  about  three 
miles  further,  terminated  this  extenfivc  arm  in 
its  north-wcllerly  diiedion,  by  low  land  formed 
immediately  at  the  foot  of  high  ftupendous  moun- 
tains, broken  into  deep  gullies,  and  loaded  with 
perpetual  ice  and  fnow. 

Through  the  low  land  uniting  with  the  nar- 
row llrip,  flows  another  brook,  much  fmaller 
than  the  former,  but  originating  apparently  from 
a  fimilar  caufe,  the  dillolving  ice  and  fnow.  On 
this  low  fpit,  as  ulfo  on  the  border,  fcveral  very 
large  {)ine  trees  were  ilen,  with  fbme  birch  and 
fmall  alder  trees.  The  examination  to  this  ex- 
tent occupied  the  party  until  the  afternoon  of 
the  \C)tl\ ;  when  they  returned  along  the  eaftern 
fliore,  which,  c's  tliey^advanccd  to  the  fouth,  be- 
came high,  ilcep,  and  craggy. 
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On  this  occafion  it  may  not  be  improper  to  re- 
mark, that  the  upper  part  of  this  arm,  which 
after  the  place  of  my  nativity,  the  town  of  Lynn 
in  Norfolk,  obtained  the  name  of  Lynn  Chan- 
nel, approaches  nearer  to  thoic  interior  waters 
of  tlie  continent,  which  are  faid  to  be  known  to 
the  traders  and  travellers  from   the  oppofite  fide 
of  America,  than  we  had  found  the  waters  of  the 
North  Pacific   penetrate  in  any  former  inilancc. 
This  approximation  is  towards  the  fouth-weft 
fide  of  the  Arathapefcow  lake,  as  laid  down  in 
Captain  Cook's  chart,  from  which  its  dillance  is 
about    three  hundred    and  twenty  geographical 
miles ;  but  from  the  clofe  connedtion  and  con- 
tinuation of  the  lofty  fnowy  barrier,  fo  frequently 
before  adverted  to,  trending  fouth-eaflward,  and 
nearly  parallel  to  the  dircdion  of  the  continental 
iliore,  little  probability  can  remain  of  there  bein^<»; 
any  navigable  communication,  even  for  canoes 
between   fuch    waters    and    the    North    Pacific 
Ocean,  without  the   interruption  of  falls,  cata- 
rad:s,  and  various  other  impediments. 

The  boats  were  iliortly  joined  in  their  way 
do\Nn  tlie  channel  by  a  large  canoe,  in  which 
there  were  about  twenty  Indians,  with  a  chief 
Avho  allumed  the  charadcr  of  king  or  princip:il 
chief  over  all  the  people  refiding  up  the  brook. 
lie  introdV'Ccd  hlnifclf  in  a  friendly  and  rourt'^oi^s 
ir.anner^   made   Mr.  Whidbey  a  preicnt  ora/Va 
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Otter  iTan,  and  cli'.  crfully  reccivcfl  a  fuitable  re- 
turn ;  but  lil:c  the  liidmns  whc  had  vifited  the 
vellcls,  he  did  not  care  to  ventnrc  himfelf  in  the 
power  of  our  party,  and  n^n.iiig  could  induce 
him  to  get  into  the  yawl,  but  Mr.  Whidbey  him- 
fclt  going  as  a  hollage  into  his  canoe,  and  there 
remaining  fo  long  as  he  might  think  proper  to 
ftay  in  the  boat.  With  this  rcqucl]:  Mr.  Whid- 
bey did  not  think  proper  to  comply,  yet  they  ac- 
companied o'^r  party  down  the  channel,  who  in 
the  evening  reikd  tor  the  night  on  the  eaftern 
Ihorc,  about  five  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  point 
Scdu(^tion  ;  on  tlieir  landing,  the  chief  fliewcd 
much  civil  attention,  and,  as  he  had  before  done 
on  all  occafions,  ufcd  his  utmofl  endeavours  to 
imprefs  our  gentlemen  with  a  good  opinion  of 
his  fincerity. 

This  chief  Mr.  Whidbey  reprefeated  as  a  tall 
thin  elderlv  m;in.  He  was  drelfcd  in  a  much 
more  fuperb  llylc  than  any  chief  we  had  hitherto 
feen  on  this  coart,  and  he  Supported  a  degree  of 
ilate  conlcquencc,  and  perfonal  dignity,  unufual 
to  be  found  amongil  the  chiefs  of  North  Well 
America.  His  external  robe  was  a  very  fine  large 
garment,  tluit  reached  from  his  neck  down  to 
his  heels,  made  of  wool  from  the  mountain  llieep, 
neatly  variegated  with  rc\eral  colours,  and  edged 
and  othcrvvne  decorated  with  little  tufts,  or  frogs 
of  woollen  v;.rn,   dved  of  various  colours.     His 
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hcad-drefs  was  made  of  wood,  much  refcmbling 
ill  its  Ihape  a  crown,  adorned  with  bright  copper 
and  brafs  plates,  t'rom  whence  hung  a  number  ot" 
tails  or  flrcamers,  compofcd  of  vnooI  and  fur 
wrought  together,  d}ed  of  rarlous  colours,  and 
each  terminating  by  a  whole  ermine  fkin.  The 
whole  exhibited  a  magnificent  appearance,  and 
indicated  a  tafte  for  drefs  and  ornament  that  wc 
had  not  fuppofed  the  natives  of  thefe  regions  to 
poilcfs.  .        - 

The  very  cordial   behaviour  of  thcfc  new  ac- 
r]uaintanccs  did  not,  however,  prevent  Mr.  Whid- 
bcy  from  being  on  his  guard,  and  knowing  that 
there  were  many  others  in  the   neighbourhood, 
he  caufed  every  one  of  his  party  to  fiecp  in  the 
boats  at  their  grapnels,  a  little  diihince  from  tht*. 
Ihore,    and    gave    particular  dircdion    that  the 
watch  Ihould  be  vigilantly  attentive,  as   he  had 
rcafon  to  expert  more  of  the  natives  would  urri\  c 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night.     In  this  cot\jcdure  he 
was  not  miftakcn,  for  at  the  next  dawn  of  day  it 
was  difcovercd,  that  another  large  canoe,  with 
three  fmaller  ones,  had  found  tlieir  way  into  the 
cove  unpcrceived  by  thofe  who  were  on  watcli, 
and  at  the  fame  time  two  other  lari'C  canoes,  at- 
tended bv  feveral  iir.allcr  ones,  all  full  of  IiKlians, 
were  advancini;!:  at  no  meat  <lilhmce;  and  thofe 
already  in  the  cove,  \\c\x  in  motion  towards  tjie 
boats.      On  thi.   fMii)i^iou>   apr'Carance,   for  thev 
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were  all  armed,  and  prepared  for  hoftilltles,  Mr. 
Whldbcy  took  fuch   iniliint  precautions  as  were 
moil  likely  to   repel  any  attempt  that  might  be 
in  contemplation  ;  and  by  the  time  our  party 
had   increalbd  their  diftance   a  little    from  the 
ilipre,  and  were  prepared  to  a6\  on  the  defcnlive; 
the  chief,  who  had  flicwn  fuch  marks  of  friendly 
attention  during  the  preceding  day  and  evening, 
was,  with   his  followers,   alongfide  of  the  yawl, 
purfuing  a  mode  of  behaviour  very  difrcrent  to 
that  which  he  had   before  obferved.     He  now 
waited  for  no  invitation,  but  on  his  coming  along- 
fide, with  an  empty  box  in  his  hand,  he  jumped 
into  the  yawl,  feemingly  with   no  other  intent 
than  that  of  plundering  the   boat :  fortunately, 
however,  the  awning  being fpread  much  impeded 
his  progrefs,  and  prevented  the  reft  of  his  com- 
panions  from  following  his  example,  before  he 
was  obliged  to  retire,  and  put  off  with   his  ca- 
noe.    By  this  t:me  the  other  canoes  had  divided 
their  forces,  and  had  gone  againil  the  other  two 
boats,  where   they  experienced  a  fmiilar  repulfe. 
Notw^ithftanding  that   their   numbers  had  now 
incrcafed  to  at  leaft  two  hundred  ;  yet  feeing  our 
boats  w  ere  fo  v\  ell  prepared,  and  ready  to  ail  on 
their  defence,  they  declined  making  any  further 
attempt,  and  kemcd  to  content  themfelves  with 
vaunting  only.     One  chiof  in  particular  became 
very  valiant,  lie  was  of  the  lull  party  that  had  ar- 
rived. 
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rived,  and  was  in  a  large  canoe  full  of  Indians, 
who  were  well  provided  not  only  with  i]  ears, 
but  with  fevcn  mufkets,  and  fome  brafs  blundcr- 
buiTes,  all  in  moft  excellent  order.  He  advanced, 
and  hailed  the  yawl  with  a  fpcaking  trumpet, 
■which  he  held  in  one  hand,  and  had  a  fpving 
glafs  in  the  other ;  a  powder  horn  was  flung 
-acrofs  his  flioulders,  and  a  clean  bright  brafs  bhm- 
derbufs  was  lying  near  him,  which  he  frequently 
took  up  and  pointed  at  Mr.  Whidbcy,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  evidently  fhewed  he  was  no  flranger 
to  the  ufe  and  management  of  fuch  weapons ; 
and  by  his  adroitnefs  in  the  ufe  of  the  trumpet 
and  telefcope,  it  would  feem  that  he  had  not 
been  unfuccefsful  in  copying  this  part  of  mari- 
time education.  Little  doubt  remained  w'ith 
our  party  as  to  the  hoftile  intentions  of  thefc 
people,  and  it  was  probably  a  very  happy  circum- 
flance  that  they  had  not  been  more  a6live  in, 
carrying  their  defigns  into  cffcift ;  for,  befide  the 
arms  already  mentioned,  each  man  was  provided 
with  a  Ihort  handy  dagger,  very  conveniently 
tied  round  his  wrift.  Had  they  with  thefc  wea- 
pons aflailed  our  boats,  and  got  polTeflion  of 
them  in  the  night  by  furprize,  which  was  evi- 
dently what  had  been  meditated,  their  projcd 
might  poflibly  have  been  attended  with  lerlous 
confequcnces,  i£  they  had  pollcflcd  fufficit-nt 
courage  to  have  maintained  a  contelt ;  this  bovv- 
Voi..  V.  F  f  ever 
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ever  fecmed  to  be  very  doubtful,  as  our  boats  re- 
mained for  a  lliort  time  nearly  Itationary,  waitini^ 
their  afltiult,  but  this  they  all  thought  proper  to 
decline. 

Some  chaftifement  for  fo  unprovoked  and  trea- 
cherous  breach    of  hofpitality   and  good    faith, 
might  probably  have  been  attended  with  the  de- 
firable  effed:  of  preventing  fimilar  aggrcilions  in 
future ;  but  as  our  party  had  received  no  injury 
from   their  e\il   intentions,  Mr.   Whidbcy  very 
humanely  defiiLcd  from  taking  any  re\'engc  ;  and 
notwithilanding  he  had  them  much  in  his  power, 
and  could  not  ita\  e  fired  upon  them  v»  ithout  mak- 
ing great  ilaughter,   he  neverthelefs  did  not  avail 
himfelf  of  his  fituation,  but  left  it  at  their  option 
to  retire,   or  to  become  more  ad;ive  aggreifors. 
By  his  having  dire(!:ted   his  courfe  tovvard  m.id- 
channel,  the  canoes  were   drawn  from  the  fiiorc 
into  the  middle  of  the  channel,  where  thcv  were 
lels  liable  to  be  troublefomc,   as  it  had  appeared 
that  on  all  fach   occafions   thcv  were  dcfirous  of 
fecuring  a  retreat,  by  being  near  to  the  rocks  or 
woods.     The   whole    Indian   party  followed  the 
boats  for  about  three   miles,  when  they  gave  up 
their  nuriliit.  and  retired,  makin.'?;  a  crcat  noife, 
and  holding  u'p  fca  otter  ikin?,  v.hich  they  fecm- 
ed to  poiiefs  in  great  abundance. 

With  this  party  three  chiefs  only  had  appcitrcd, 
although,,  according  to  their  own  account,  the 
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tribe  refidlng  up  the  brook  bad  belonging  to  it, 
eight  chiefs.     The  whole  of  this   pnrty,    which 
had  been  collected  at  a  very  fliort  notice,  fccrncd 
to  be  fighting  men,  or  pcrfons  of  that  defcription, 
there  being  neither  ftriplings  nor  women  amongic 
them,    excepting  five  principal  ladies,   each  of 
Avhom,  agreeably  to  the  fafliion  of  the  nations  of 
this  part  of  America,  fleered  and  condud.ed  one 
of  the  five  large  canoes,  the  flation  allotted  to 
them  on  all  warlike  cntcrprizes,  as  has  been  de- 
fcribcd  on  a  former  occafion.     By  this  fcrength 
it  will  appear,  that  if,  as   it  is  prcfumcd,  thefe 
were  three  only  of  the  eight  chiefs  of  the  brook, 
and  that  the  other  five   were  equally  powerful, 
this  mvift  be  amongft  the   moft  numerous  tribes 
we  had  yet  become  acquainted  with  on  the  coaft 
of  North  Weft  America. 

The  party  being  at  length  relieved  from  thefe 
very  troublefome  vifitors,  with  the  pleafing  re- 
flection of  not  ha\  inar  been  dri\  en  to  the  necellitv 
of  depriving  any  one  of  life,  purfued  their  route 
quickly  along  the  cafterfi  ihcrc.  The  weather 
was  dark  and  gloomy,  and  as  the  day  advanced 
the  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  fouthward,  at- 
tended with  much  rain.  At  breakfaft  time  a 
point,  called  by  me  Point  St.  Mary's,  ^vas 
reached  in  latitude  58"  4  3'/,  loni^itude  225"  13', 
forming  the  north  point  of  a  bay,  which  I  named 
Hkuxkk'?  Ray,  about  four  miles  acrofs,  in  a  di- 
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redlon  S.  20  E.  about  five  miles  deep  to  the  N. 
N.  E.  From  the  fouth  point  of  this  bay,  which 
I  called  PoiMT  Biiidget,  the  continental  fliore 
took  a  diredion  S.  20  E.  and  having  advanced 
about  ten  miles  paffing  a  fmall  iOand,  with  fome 
rocks  and  iflets  about  it,  the  feverity  of  the  wea- 
ther obliged  them  to  take  fiiclter  amongft  a  group 
of  fmall  iflets,  where,  during  the  night,  they  ex- 
perienced a  hard  gale  from  the  fouthward,  at- 
tended with  a  heavv  rain,  which  detained  them 
until  eight  in  the  forenoon  of  the  18th,  when 
the  party  rcfumcd  their  examination  in  a  chan- 
nel difficult  to  navigate,  even  for  boats :  it  being 
much  incommoded  with  numberlcfs  rocks  be- 
tween this  group  of  iflets  and  the  continent, 
which  flill  continued  in  the  dircdion  before 
mentioned.  Beyond  thcle  iflets  to  the  wcflward 
lies  a  larger  ifland,  and  from  the  fbores  of  the 
main  land,  a  fliallow  bank  extends  nearly  half  a 
league,  commencing  about  a  league  from  the 
place  at  which  the  party  had  flcpt  the  night  pre- 
ceding. In  palfmg  through  this  intricate  navi- 
gation, fmokcs  were  fccu  in  various  diredions, 
and  many  Indians  were  oblcrved  about  the  fliorcs, 
along  which  the  party  having  now  advanced 
about  five  miles,  they  came  to  the  north  point  of 
a  finall  ])ay  where  the  fhoal  terminated.  Here 
they  ftoppcd  to  dine  in  exceifively  cold  rainy 
weather,  with  a  flrong  gale  of  wind  from  the 

fouthward. 
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fouthward.  From  tMs  llation  the  fouth  point  of 
the  large  ifland,  which  in  a  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  di- 
rection is  about  fix  miles  long,  and  about  two 
miles  broad,  lies  N.  77  W.  dlilant  two  miles  and 
a  half,  and  forms  the  north  point  of  a  channel 
into  the  main  arm,  about  a  mile  and  three  quar- 
ters wide  ;  the  fouth  point  of  this  I'hannel  being 
alfo  the  well  point  of  a  narrow  branch  leading  to 
the  fouth-caft.  After  dinner,  accompanied  by  a 
canoe  and  twelve  Indians,  the  route  of  the  party 
was  dirci^icd  up  this  fouth-eaftern  branch,  but 
their  progrcfs,  in  confcqucnce  of  the  very  bad 
weather,  was  rendered  extremely  How,  and  to- 
wards the  evening  they  had  the  further  mortifi- 
cation of  being  joined  by  another  large  canoe 
full  of  Indians. 

As  the  day  declined  with  every  profpcc^  of  a 
•difmal  boill:erous  night,  the  party  anxioufly  looked 
out  for  fome  place  of  flieltcr,  and  endeavoured  to 
get  rid  of  the  Indians  by  firing  fome  muikcts  over 
their  heads ;  but  inllead  of  this  mcafure  having 
the  dcfired  eftedl,  it  feemcd  only  to  make  them 
more  darinc:,  and  encouraged  them  to  advance 
nearer  to  the  boats.  Thus  unpleafantly  circum- 
Ihmced,  they  continued  at  their  oars  until  ten  at 
night,  without  having  gained  more  than  four 
miles  from  the  place  where  they  had  dined,  and 
without  tlie  moll  dlilnit  probability  of  the  In- 
dians taking  their   leave.      Alihougli  this  branch 
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had  every  appearance  of  being  clofcd  not  far 
a-licad,  yet  as  Mr.  Whidbey  wifhed  to  afcertain 
that  fa6t  politivcly,  the  party  fteered  for  the 
fliore  with  an  intent  of  there  pafTing  the  night ; 
this  the  Indians  perceivjd,  made  the  bed  of  their 
way  thither,  and  got  poiTeffion  of  the  beach  be- 
fore thcni,  where  they  drew  up  in  battle  array, 
with  their  fpears  couched  ready  to  receive  our 
people  on  landing.  There  was  now  no  alterna- 
tive but  cither  to  force  a  landing  by  firing  upon 
them,  or  to  remain  at  their  oars  all  night.  The 
latter  Mr.  Whidbey  confidered  to  be  not  only  the 
moil  humane,  but  the  mofi:  prudent  nieafure  to 
adopt,  concluding  that  their  habitations  were  not 
far  diHant,  and  believing  them,  from  the  num- 
ber of  fmokes  that  had  been  ftcn  during  the  day, 
to  be  .1  very  numerous  tribe.  So  far  as  the  branch 
had  been  difcerniblc  before  dark,  which  was  not 
more  than  a  mile  wide,  there  was  every  reafon  to 
think  its  termination  had  been  feen  ;  but  fliould 
the  party  have  been  deceived,  it  was  here  infi- 
nitel\  too  rocky  and  dangerous  to  be  confidered 
as  navigable  for  (hipping,  and  for  that  reafon  un- 
worthy any  further  examination,  at  the  rifle  of  a 
ferious  difpute  vNith  thefe  troublefome  people. 
Thefe  coniideratioiis  determined  Mr.  Wiiidbey 
to  return  through  the  channel  above-mentioned 
into  tiie  main  cliannel,  where,  about  the  dawn 
of  d:iy  on  the  Kjtli,  the  boats  arrived  at  a  point 

which 
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which  obtahicd  the  liamc  of  Poin'i'  Ili'/niEAT, 
lituatcd  in  latitude  5H"  L'l',  longitude  L'L'r.'»  12'. 
Here  they  flopped  to  take  fomc  rctt,  and  having 
brcaktaftc-d,  Mr.  Whidhcy,  aUhou-^h  in  fomc 
mearure  departing  fVoni  the  fcrupulous  exadtncfs 
with  which  our  iurvcv  had  been  liitiierto  con- 
duded,  became  iatibfied  that  the  branch  he  had 
thus  quitted  wab  but  barely  navigable  tor  boats, 
and  therefore  purlucd  his  relea.rches  about  fixteen 
miles,  to  ;i  point  called  by  mc  Point  Mars- 
DE?s'',  along  the  cafiern  fiiore  of  the  channel,  con- 
cluding it  t(^  be  the  continent,  taking  a  diveition 
S.  (J  E. ;  it  is  compofed  of  land,  very  moderately 
elevated,  covered  v.  ith  fine  timber,  chiefly  of  the 
pine  kind,  and  terminating  at  the  water-fide 
with  alternate  llecp  rocky  ciirl-s  and  fmall  fandy 
bays^  with  a  few  detached  rocks  and  ifiets  lying 
near  it.  The  wind  was  Hill  boillerous,  with 
thick,  rainy,  luiplealant  weather,  fo  that  they 
could  feldom  fee  a  mile  before  them  ;  tb.cy  were, 
however,  fomctimes  favored  by  a  light  northerly 
v.ind,  v.ith  which,  on  the  2(Jth,  they  advanced 
about  ten  k,:;n!es  further,  fiiU  findin^^  the  cafi.ern 


d  th 


e  cpuntrv  of  a  funilar  de- 


iliorc  compact,  an 
icription  to  that  tliey  had  };;ilfcd  the  j)receding 
day.  Here,  at  a  point  in  latitude  5'/^  3/',  lon- 
gitude 205'^  2*/,  vvhicli  1  called  Point  Paukeu, 


the   party   took    up   ihiir   abo^'.e   f<;r   the   night, 
which  \ya:i  \^ry  v.v.ny  ;  br.t  ir.  tlic  nieriiing  of  the 
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2 1  ft  the  weather  became  fait ,  and  gave  them  a 
diftind  view  of  the  l"urround«r>g  region.  It  was 
fecn  that  they  were  advancing  in  a  very  fpacious 
ftrait  or  channel,  to  all  appearance  free  from  in- 
terruption ;  its  weftern  fhore,  diftant  feven  miles, 
appeared  to  confift  of  an  extenfive  tracit  of  land, 
or  a  large  group  of  iflands,  that  feemcd  to  form 
channels,  which  took  a  wcfterly  direction  towards 
the  ocean  ;  the  latter  appearing  the  moft  pro- 
bable, I  have  honored  this  country  with  the 
name  of  King  George  the  Third's  Archi- 
pelago. 

The  flood-tide,  although  of  fhort  duration, 
not  running  more  than  two  hours,  had,  fmce 
their  palling  to  the  fouth  of  the  fpacious  branch, 
communicating  with  Crofs  found,  been  regularly 
obferved  to  come  from  the  fbuthward,  and 
ftrongly  indicated  that  this  channel  likewife 
communicated  with  the  ocean  in  a  foutherly  di- 
redion.  As  the  weather  was  now  favorable  to 
that  purfuit,  they  loft  no  time,  but  ftill  kept 
along  the  caftern  fliore,  which,  from  point  Par- 
ker, took  a  general  direction  S.  ^  E.  indented 
into  feveral  fmall  bays ;  the  ftiores  are  low,  and 
at  high  tide  are  much  divided  by  the  water.  A 
league  to  the  S.  E.  of  point  Parker,  in  one  of  thefe 
bays,  is  an  opening  about  the  eighth  part  of  a 
mile  wide,  where  many  of  the  natives  in  their 
canoes  were  allcmblcd,  and  from  the  treatment 
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our  party  had  lately  rccc'ued,  it  w^s  ncreilary 
that  their  fire-arms  fliould  be  in  rcrdinefs,  but  as 
for-e  t)t*  ti.cm  had  been  loaded  mat;y  days,  Mr. 
WhidLey  ordered  them  to  be  difcharged  into  the 
air;  this  inon  after  produced  a  return  of  nearly 
an  equal  number  from  the  Indians  on  (liore;  but 
as  the  boats  approached  the  opening,  the  canoes 
were  all  haftily  paddled  off  by  the  natives,  and 
foon  difappeared. 

In  the  entrance  five  fathoms  water  was  found, 
and  after  advancing  about  half  a  mile  it  proved 
to  be  only  a  fliallovv  rocky  place,  having  a  fmall 
part  of  its  fouthern  fide  an  ifiand  at  high  water. 
On  each  fide  of  the  entrance  fome  new  habita- 
tions were  conflruding,  and  for  the  firft  time 
during  our   intercourfe  with  the  North  Wefl 
American  Indians,  in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  habi- 
tations were  found  fome  fquare  patches  of  ground 
in  a  ilate  of  cultivation,  producing  a  plant  that 
appeared  to  be  a  fpecics  of  tobacco  ;  and  which, 
we    underflood,    is    by  no    means    uncommon 
amongft  the  inhabitants  of  Queen's  Charlotte's 
iflands,  who  cultivate  much  of  this  plant.     On 
the  return  of  the  boats  the  Indians  a2;ain   made 
their  appearance  in  a  large   body,   headed  by  a 
chief  who  manifcfled   a  friendly  difpofition,  by 
frequently  taking  up  and  laying  down  his  muflcet, 
and  making  figns  that  thoic  in  the  boats  fliould 
do  the  fame.     On  this  being  complied  with,  he 
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lent  a  young  nian  drcHcd  in  a  fcarlet  coat  and 
blue  trowfers  to  invite  our  party  on  lliore  ;  but 
Mr.  Whidbcy  thought  proper  to  dcchnc  the  in- 
tended civility,  but  gave  the  meirengcr  to  undcr- 
itand  he  wanted  fon^c  filh ;  on  vvhicli  the  young 
man,  though  not  without  fome  helitation,  go*-, 
into  tlic  yawl,  and  difpatchcd  his  canoe  for  the 
purpofc  oi'  obtaining  a  fupply.  It  was  not  long 
before  the  canoe  returned  A'ith  fome  fmall  her- 
rings, ior  which  they  were  well  rewarded ;  and 
no  fooncr  was  this  intelligence  known  on  fliore, 
than  the  whole  tribe  were  in  motion,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  lew  miirates  the  boats  were  furround- 
cd  by  upwards  of  five  hundred  Indians,  of  all 
ages  and  both  fexes,  fecmingly  with  no  other  in- 
tent tiian  that  of  carrying  on  a  fair  and  briik 
traffic.  This  crowd,  however,  became  very  un- 
pleafant,  and  on  Mr.  Whidbey  pointing  out  to 
the  chief  that  the  throng  was  inconvenient  to 
our  party,  he  made  a  iliort  harangue  to  the  fur- 
roundin<r  miikitude,  and  they  all  returned  to  the 
Ihorc  ;  the  chief  followed  his  people,  and  fent  an 
abunc.uit  fiDplv  of  filb  to  tliC  bi)ats,  lor  which 
kmdncfi.  a  haiidioir.c  rev.ard  \\  as  lent  back,  and 
IMr.  W'liidhey  purfued  his  rcfearches. 

About  tv  n  miles  from  point  Parker,  a  projec!:!;- 
in:''  'x>iiit  was  rniired,  which  I  called  Poi.nt  Sa- 
jii'Mi,,  Hiis  fujiiis  th.e  north  point  of  Hood's  bay, 
which  is  ub'jut  a  league  and  a  half  aci\jjs,  having 
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fomc  lilands  nearly  in  its  centre.     On  the  fouth 
point  ot  this  bay  the   party  Hopped  to  breaklaft, 
and  were  vifitcd  by  fourteen  canoes  from  the  In- 
dian tribe  they  had  laft  fcen,  in  none  of  which 
were   more   than   four    pcrfqns.      Their  errand 
feemed   purely  for  the   purpofe  of  trading,    in 
\vhich  they  conduded  thenifelvcs  with  the  great- 
eft  good  humour,  and  tlic  ftridcft  honefty  ;  and 
feemed  to  be  infinitely  more  inclined  to  dilpofe 
of  their  fea  otter  iTcins  than  of  their  fiih.     Of 
the  former  they  had  great  abundancci  and  many 
were   thrown   into    the   boats,    for  which   they 
thankfully  received  any  trifiing  article  of  wearing 
jipparel  in  return.     Mr.  Whidbcy  defcribed  their 
canoes  as  not  materially  dilr'ering  from  the  gene- 
ral fafliion  of  thole  of  Nootka,  and  the  parts  to 
tiie  north-wqft  of  that  ploicc,  although  they  were 
better  contrived,  far  more  Icrviceable,  and  infi- 
nitely neater  than  any  of  that  fort  which  he  had 
fcen  on  this  coail.     From  tliefe  people  he  un- 
derftood,   that  tl.c  weftern   coail   wa?  compoled 
of  feveral   illands  which   they   had   lately  palled 
through,  and   had  traded  witii   veilels  in  fome 
port  on  the   exterior  coail,   iVofii   whence   they 
procured  mofc  of  the  Eurorc;i:i  commodities  they 
had  about  them,  confiiling  chieMy  of  wearing  ap- 
parel ;  of  which,  coats  an',1  cloth  trowfers  feemed 
by  them   to  be   preferred  to  cvjry  other  article, 
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excepting  arms  and   ammunition :    copper  and 
iron  being  reduced  to  a  very  inferior  value. 

Quitting  this  ftation,  Mr.  Whidbey  continued 
his  furvey  along  the  caftern  fliore,  flill  in  the  di- 
re^lion  of  S.  7  E. ;  two  frrraller  bays  were  now 
pafled,  and  off  the  points  of  each  of  them  iflcts 
and  rocks  were  fcen  lying  at  a  little  diftance.  In 
the  evening  a  point  was  reached  in  latitude  6^^ 
1 3',  near  which  the  party  reited  for  the  night  in 
a  fmall  cove.  Soon  after  drrk  they  were  vifited 
by  fome  Indians,  who,  on  being  given  to  under- 
ftand  that  their  company  was  not  defired,  quietly 
departed.  Here  they  evidently  experienced  the 
oceanic  fvvell  rolling  from  the  fouthward  ;  and 
after  proceeding  the  next  morning  13  miles,  S. 
10  E.,  they  arrived  at  a  point,  from  whence  a 
clear  and  diftincH  view  of  the  fea  wiis  gained,  be- 
tween the  high  land  of  cape  Decifion,  lying  S. 
<j  E.  and  the  fouth  extremity  of  the  land,  form- 
ing the  welicrn  fide  of  thefc  ftraits  lying  fouth. 
Here  Mr.  \Vhldbcy  obferved  the  latitude  to  be 
r^:"  V,  lon-itude  225"  3'j'.  The  fliores  of  the 
eaitcrn  f  dc,  along  which  they  had  pafled  fincc 
the  n-.orning  of  the  I'Jth,  v»crc  confidcred  in  ge- 
neral to  be  not:  more  than  moderately  high,  and 
terminating  uniformly  in  a  bold  fliore,  free  from 
(lioals  or  other  interruptions  to  navigation;  ex- 
cepting, tl'.at  the  flood-tide  is  of  fliort  duration, 
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the  ftrcam  having  been  generally  found  to  let 
downvvards.  The  furfacc  of  the  country  is  com- 
pofed  of  rugged  rocks,  but  in  their  chafms  was  a 
tolerably  good  foil,  Vv  hich  produced  an  abundance 
of  very  fine  timber  of  the  pine  tribe  in  <j!;reat  va- 

of  1  O 

ricty,  fome  of  which  trees  rneafarcd  twenty-three 
feet  in  girt ;  but  the  oppofite  fl^ore  fcemed  to  be 
compofed  of  rugged  mountains  lefs  fertile,  and 
rifuig  by  a  more  llccp  afccnt  from  the  water  fide. 
From  this  point,  which  obtained  the  name  of 
FoiXT  (rAiiDNEii,  in  a  diredion  S.  23  E.,  lie 
ibme  rocks  and  a  fmall  iflancl,  the  former  at  the 
dltlance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  the  latter 
at  that  of  three  miles.  It  forms  alfo  the  foutli- 
weft  point  of  entrance  into  another  very  ipacious 
arm  of  the  fea,  that  takes  a  direction  toward  the 
N.  E.  where,  after  continuing  their  examination 
for  about  ten  miles  along  its  larboani  or  north* 
wedern  fliore,  off  which  lie  many  detached  rocks; 
the  party  relied  for  the  niglit  near  a  pu''it  which 
1  called  PoiN'^  l^o''.   xsexd. 

In  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  weather  was 
again  dark  and  gloomy  :  if:  however  permitted 
them  to  fee,  that  tl;e  farrouiKliuir  re.scions  were 
too  much  divided  by  water,  to  admit  o{  the  moil 
dillant  probability  of  their  being  al.>le  to  complete 
their  furvey  up  to  cape  Declfion,  (luring  this  ex- 
pedition ;  the  party  having  already  be  ti  abfciU 
the  length  uf  time  fur  which  tliev  had  been  pn)- 
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■vlded,  and  bcin<^  now  diftcint  upwards  of  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  the  vcllels.  Mr. 
Whldbcy  was  therefore  obliged  to  decline  any 
further  profecution  of  his  refearches,  and  to  makeJ 
the  befi:  of  his  way  back  to  Crofs  found.  They 
had  now  a  flrony;  2;ale  from  the  caflward,  which 

or?  ' 

after  they  had  palfcd  point  Gardner  veered  to  the 
S.  E.  greatly  incrcafed,  and  was  attended  with 
heavy  rain  ;  but  as  it  was  fair,  and  jiin:  permitted 
the  boats  to  carry  their  clofe-rccfcd  forclails,  they 
made  great  progrcfs  until  the  yawl's  mail  was 
carried  away,  vvhi(~h  compelled  them  to  Hop  in  a 
fmall  cove  to  repair  the  damage.  Here  tliey  em- 
braced an  opportunity  ot  taking  fome  refreihment, 
of  which  thev  ftood  in  great  necd^  as  they  were 
fill  cxtrcmelv  wet  and  vcrv  cold.  Soon  after 
quitting  this  place,  they  paffedcloie  by  the  village 
ot  friendly  Indian.s  but  not  oiic  of  tlum  was 
leen,  and  it  is  molt  prob.il-lc  tluit  the  badnefs  of 
the  weather  hud  C(;iifined  them  to  their  habita- 
tions. At  the  time  of  ilarting  iVom  the  cove, 
Mr.  Whidhcy  I. ad  intended  to  avail  himfelf  of 
the  favorable  gale,  by  running  all  night ;  but  by 
eleven  o'clock  the  atmofiihefe  became  ib  thick, 
and  the  nl-dit  fo  dark,  tliat  lie  was  oblioied  to 
abandon  that  de'"-g/.,  and  take  (lielter  in  a  iinail 
cove  on  theeaiiem  lh;>re,  L' 1  leagues  from  point 
Gardner.  On  the  followitig  morning  the  wea- 
tlier  was   calm,  fair,  and  pkaiiuit ;   but  the  j)re- 
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ceding:   2:alc  had  left  behind  it  a  fliort  Irrci^ular 
fwell,    which  rendered   their  parage  acrofs  the 
llraits   fo  extremely  tedious  and  flow,  that  they 
did  not  reach  the  fouth-eaft  point  oftiie  branch 
Icadinfi;  into  Crofs  found  until  near  noon  ;   when 
from   this  point,   which  obtained   the  name  ot 
Point  Augusta,  and  is  fituated  in  latitude  58^ 
a^y,  longitude  225"  10^  their  couri'e  was  directed 
along  the  fouth-vvefc  fnore  ;  but  the  continued 
agitation  of  the  water,  fo  obflruclcd  their  row- 
ing, that  they  had  not  advanced  more  than  two 
leagfues,  before  it  was  time  to  hak  lor  the  niiih^. 
The  weather  continued  to  be  calrp.  and  plea- 
fant,  and  as  they  again  proceeded  on  tbe  morn- 
ing of  the  2r(th,  this  fide  of  the  branch  was  found 
to  be  compofed  chiedy  of  rocky  clitis,  with  illct=; 
and  detached  rocks,  lying  at  ibm.c  dillance  from 
the  lliore,    which    was  comraci:,   not  very  hijdi, 
l)nt  well  covered  wifh    v:ooC\,  (aklng  a  direction 
N,  ()()  \V.  i;    miles   to  a  point  whicli    i    called 
Point  Sopiiia;  forming  the  nortli-euil  point  of 
entrance  into  a  deep  foiiiid,  vvlfich  I  iiLimcd  Poiir 
FredF'Imck,  about  alcaguc  vnIgc,  in  an  eaii:and 
wefl  dlredion,    winding  to  the   f.iithwin'd,   and 
apparently  nuicli    divided  by  water.      From   the 
well:  fide   of  this    l(>iind   u\c  Ci\-)ic  t')(>k  a  more 
northerlv  diicdion,    with   lomc  illct^  him'"  near 
it,  to  a  ])oin(:.    vshicli  is  the  northern    r:treiTtitv 
ot  thiv  fup|,>o!":d  aic!iipel:i'_^o,.  nnd  v.hich  nbtained 
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the  name  of  Point  Adolphus,  fituateu  in  lati- 
tude 58°  18',  longitude  224°  28|^     This  point 
the  party  reached  in  the  evening,  and  about  a 
league  to  the  fouth-weft  of  it  they  rcfted  for  the 
night  in  a  fmall  cove  under  a  high  hill,  where  a 
box  was  found  about  four  feet   fquare,  placed 
upon  wooden    pillars  about   fix  feet  from  the 
ground.     This  box  contained  the  remains  of  a 
human  body  very  carefully  wrapped  up,  and  by 
its  fide  was  credlcd  a  pole  about  twenty  feet  high, 
painted  in  horizontal  ftrcaks  red  and  white ;  the 
colours  were  fielli  and  li\cly,  and  from  the  ge- 
neral neatnefs  of  the  whole,   it  was  fuppofed  to 
he  the  fcpulchrc  of  fome  chief.    The  next  morn- 
ing in  making  the  heft  of  their  way  towards  the 
veirds,  the  Ibuthern  Ihore  v^  as  found  from  point 
Adolphus,  to  contain  many  open   bays,   and  to 
take  an  irrceular  courfc  about  S.  7  7  W.  fcven- 
teen  miles  and  a  hall  to  point  Lavinia.      In  this 
route  they  palfed  to   the  louth  of  the  group  of 
rocky  iilands,  noticed  on  the  1  Ith  at  point  Wim- 
bledon.    Thefe  iflands  form  a  kind  of  termina- 
tion to  Ciofs  Ibund,  and  almoll  Separate  it   from 
the  palTaiic  to  the  ocean  which   had   now  been 
Ciiicovered  ;  but  between   thele  iilands  and  the 
iliorcs  thai  form  the  northern  and  fouthern  fides 
of  entrance  into  this  lj)acious  branch,   there  arc 
two  narrow   channels ;  the  northcrnmoft  beins: 
the  wideft  is  near  a  mile  acrol's,  the  Ibuthernmoll 
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is  about  half  that  width,  both  of  which  arc  free 
from   rocks,   fhoals,  or  any  other  impediments, 
excepting  the  large  mafles  of  floating  ice,  which 
at  that  tijTie  rendered  each  ofthefe  channels  very 
dangerous  to  navigate,  although  in  the  fummer 
feafon ;  and   in  the  winter,  they  are  moil  pro- 
bably intircly  clofed,  or  impaflable.     The  fliores 
of  that  branch  had  the  appearance  of  affording 
fomc  good  harbours,   but  thefe  muft  neceflarily 
be  greatly  inconvenienced  by  the  ice,  which  did 
not  appear  to  Mr.  Whidbey  and   his  party,  to 
have  been  much  diminilhed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fornlght  they  had  been  abfent,  although  they  had 
not  experienced  quite  fo  much  difficulty  in  pail- 
ins;  through  it  on  their  return,  as  on  their  outfet, 
which  was  accomplifhed  as  before  fta ted,  havings 
notwithlbuiding  the  extremely  fevcre  and  boif- 
tcrous    weather    that    had    generally    prevailed, 
completed  in  about  fixteen  days  a  traverfe  of  up- 
wards of  five  hundred  miles.  '    ■ 

Such  bcinci;  the  rcdilt  of  Mr.  VV^hldbcv'.s  re- 
fearches,  I  iball  now  proceed  to  noti-ce  fuch  cir- 
cnmftanccs  refpc6ting  the  port  in  which  the  vef- 
fels  had  taken  their  ftation,  and  the  neighbouring 
fiiorcs  of  Crofs  found,  as  fell  unvkt  my  oMcrva- 
tion.  :. 

Although  the  exill-cnce  of  this  fpaclous  arm  of 

the  ocean  has  been  publicly  denied  by  fome  vifi- 

tors  fubfequent  to  its  original  difcovery  by  Cap- 
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tain  Cook,  yet  in  common  juftice  to  the  abilities^ 
of  that  able  navigator,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
he  has  given  a  much  more  accurate  defcription 
of  it,  than  from  the   tranfitory  diftant  view  he 
had  of  it,  might  have  been  reafonabiy  expe<^ied. 
The  recent  examination  it  has  now  undergone 
has  however  Ihewn,  that  cape  Crofs  is     ;t  pre-^ 
cifely  its  fouth-caftern  point  of  entrance,  as  from 
that  cape  a  tradl  of  low  rocky  land  extends  in  a 
north   dired;ion  about  feven  miles  to  a  point, 
from  "whence   the  fouthern  fliore  of  the  found 
takes  a  fharp  turn  about  N.  40  E.  and  conilitutes 
that  as  the  fouth-eail:  point  of  entrance,  to  which 
I  have  given  the  name  of  Point  Bingham  ;  it 
lies  from  cape  Spencer  S.  1 7  E.  diftant  ten  miles, 
and  affords  a  bold  entrance  into  the  found,  with- 
out rock,  llioal,  or  any  permanent  obftacle.  This 
appears  to  be  the  cafe  alfo  in  every  other  part  of 
the  found,  and  if  it  do  poiTefs  any  navigable  ob- 
jedion,  it  is  the  unfathomable  depth  of  it,  which 
every    where    exiib,    excepting    very    near   the 
fhoies,  along  which,  in  many  places  are  detached 
rocks ;  thefe  however  lie  out  of  the  way  of  its 
navigation,  and  are  fufficiently  confpicuous  to  be 
avoided. 

The  northern  Ihorcs  of  this  found  from  cape 
Spencer  to  point  Wimbledon,  which  I  confider 
as  its  boundary  in  that  quarter,  have  been  already 
noticed  in  the  account  of  Mr.  Whidbey's  excur- 
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fion ;  and  as  I  confider  point  Lavinia  to  be  its 
eaftern  boundary,  there  yet  remains  to  llatc  of 
what  its  fonth- eaftern  part  is  compofed. 

Between  the  above-mentioned  eaftern  boun- 
dary and  point  Binglwm,  on  that  fide,  there  arc 
two  openings ;  the  firft  lying  from  point  Bing- 
ham N.  60  E.  diftant  four  miles,  appeared  to  be 
about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  wide,  and  to  take  a 
dired-ion  S.  30  E.  for  fome  diftance.     This  was 
not  examined  by  us,  but  will  moft  likely  be  found 
to  afford  anchorage  and  fecure  ftielter;  the  other 
is  the  port  Althorp  which  we  had  laft  quitted. 
This  has  its  fouth  point  of  entrance,  which  has 
obtained  the  name  of  Point  Lucan,  fituated  m 
the  fame  line  of  direction,  ten  miles  from  point 
Bingham.     From  point  Lucan,  in  a  diredion 
about  N.  W.  lies  a  narrow  high  ifland,   about 
two  miles  and  a  quarter  in  length  ;  and  between 
its  fouth-eaft  point  and  point  Lucan  there  arc 
two  fmall  iflets,  which  render  that  paflage  not 
fo  commodious  for  failing  in  and  out  of  the  port, 
as  that  by  which  we  had  entered,  being  to  the 
north  of  that  ifland,  between  it,  and  the  wcftem 
part  of  a  clufter  of  three  fmall  iflands,  which  ex- 
tend about  two  miles  from  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
port.     This  channel  is  clear,  free  from  danger, 
and  is  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  width,  with 
a  tolerably  fnug  cove,  juft  within  its  north- weft 
point  of  entrance,  where  we  anchored,  and  re- 
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malncd  during  our  Hay.  The  high  narrow  ifland 
affords  great  protection  to  the  northern  part  o{ 
this  port,  which,  oppofitc  to  that  ifland,  is  about 
two  miles  and  an  halt'  wide ;  but  nearly  in  tlic 
middle  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  the  fouth 
point  of  the  ifland  arc  fomc  detached  rocks ;  and 
at  point  Lucan,  which  is  fituated  from  the  fliip's 
cove  S.  23  E.  four  miles  and  an  half  diflant,  the 
width  of  tlie  harbour  is  two  miles,  from  whence 
it  extends  S.  30  E,,  about  two  leagues,  a"d  ter- 
minates in  a  bafon,  that  affords  good  and  fccurc 
anchorage,  the  bed;  paffage  into  which  is  on  the 
caftcrn  fhore.     The  cove  in  which  the  fhips  were 
flationed  afforded  good  anchorage  alfo,  but  it  was 
not  fo  well  flickered  as  the  bafon,  nor  was  there 
any  frcfli  water  in  it  that  could  cafily  be  procured; 
a  dlfadvantagc  that  can  be  readily  done  away  by 
reiortina;  to  a  ftream  of  excellent  water  clofe  at 
hand,  on  the  caftcrn  lliore,  v,  here  our  cafks  were 
filled  in  the  boat.     The  furrounding  country  is 
chiefly  compofcd  of  a  rugged  rocky  fubfl-ancc, 
covered  with  a  foreft:,  coniifting  in  general  of 
pine  trees ;  and  where  the  flecp  acclivities  do 
not  forbid  their  growth,  they  were  feen  down  to 
the  water's  edge.    ■•    ;   - 

The  weather,  for  the  moft  part,  during  our 
continuance  in  port  was  boillerous,  rainy,  and 
unpleafant,  which  allowed  but  few  opportunities 
for  making  aftrouomical  obfcrvations.     The  re- 
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fults,  however,   of  fuch  as  we  were  enabled  to 
procure,  arc  as  follow:  (viz.) 

On  the  1 2th  of  July,  in  Crofs  found,  the  chro- 
nometers fhcvved  the  following  longitude ;  (viz.) 
Arnold's  No.  14,  223"  r, 5';  Arnold's  No.  i;!), 
224°  4-i';  and  Kendall's  224°  4V.  The  true  lon- 
gitude being  223°  5Z\  it  appeared  that  No.  14 
was  correct,  and  that  No.  1 70  and  Kendall's  were 
each  of  them  (j^  30"  to  the  eaftward  of  the  t^ue 
longitude. 

By  twent        l..  of  obfervations, 
taken  between  the  12th  and  20tli  * 

of  July,  Arnold's  No.  1 4  was  found 
to  be  fall  of  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich at  noon  on  the  20th, 

And  gaining,   per  day,   at  the 
rate. of  ,    , 

Arnold's   No.   17O   faih  of  mean 
time,  on  the  flune  day,  9 

And  gaining,  per  day,  at   the 
rate  of 
Kendall's  faft  of  mean  time,  on  do.  8 
And   gaining,  per  day,  at  the 
rate  of 
The  latitude  of  the  place  of  obfer- 
vation,  by  three  meridional  al- 
titudes, tjgo  j  0/ 
The  mean  variation,  by  fourcom- 
palTes  and  forty- four  fets  of  ob- 

ferv.  lions. 
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fervations,    differing  from  2/°         . 

32'  to  32°  42^  ihewed  the  varia-  - 

tion  to  be  30" 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle. 

Marked  end.  North  Face  Eaft,  7 if  28'  2o" 

Ditto         ditto         Weft,  79   36   40 

Ditto     South  Face  Eaft,  77    15 

Ditto        ditto        Weft,  79   35 

Mean  inclination  of  the  magnetic 

needle,  78   58    35 
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